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An  Outstanding  Collection  of  Early  20th-Century  Proof  Sets 
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1903  Proof  Set  —  Lot  446 

( Representative  of  many  sets  in  the  collection ) 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Rowers  and  merena 

AUCTION  SCHEDULE 


September  22-24, 1997 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

NOVEMBER  13-14,  1997 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

March  5-7. 1998 


Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


MAY  29-30. 1998 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

Now  accepting  consignments! 


AUGUST  3. 1998 

Portland,  OR 
The  Rarities  Sale 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

September  14-16. 1998 

New  York  City,  NY 

Now  accepting  consignments! 

November  12-14, 1998 

Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 


PLUS: 


Many  more  sales  in  1999  and  onward! 
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Box  1224  ♦  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  ♦  Toll-free  (800)  4584646  ♦  In  NH:  569-5095  ♦  Fax:(603)569-5319 
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BOWERS  AND  MKRKN.A 


The  Rarities  Sale 


The  Session 


Quadrille  Ballroom 

Monday  morning.  July  28 

10:00  AM  Sharp 

Break  for  lunch  12:00  -  1:00  PM 

Session  resumes  at  1 :00  PM  Sharp 


Jot  viewing 

Le  Trianon  Room 

Saturday,  July  26 

11:00  AM -7:00  PM 

Sunday.  July  27 

9:00  AM  -  1:00  PM  ♦  2:00  PM  -  6:00  PM 


Jbj  PICK-UP 

Le  Trianon  Room 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JULY  28 

approximately  45  minutes  after  the  sale  for  one  hour 

Tuesday,  July  29 

PNG  Day,  Tables  405  and  407,  until  2  PM 

New  York  Marriott  Marquis 

1535  Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10036-4017 

AUCTION  LOCATION 

St.  Moritz  Hotel,  50  Central  Park  South,  New  York  City,  New  York  10019 
Telephone  (212)  755-5800 


Helpful  Suggestions  &  information: _ 

We  strongly  recommend  that  our  clients  who  intend  to  view  a  large  portion 
of  the  sale,  plan  to  do  so  as  early  in  the  lot  viewing  schedule  as  possible. 

Prices  Realized:  For  prices  realized  after  the  sale,  call  (603)  569-5095,  Ext.  98. 
Limit:  10  lots  per  caller. 
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President ,  Raymond  N.  Merena 
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Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  Professional  Numismatist 

Tricia  Toepper,  Auction  Coordinator 

Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatic  Associate 

Dr.  Paul  Rynearson,  Numismatic  Consultant 


Research  department 


Mark  Borckardt 
Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

Licensed  Auctioneers 
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Q.  David  Bowers 
Raymond  N.  Merena 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries ,  Inc. 

Cataloguing  and  certain  other  services  were  provided  by 
special  arrangement  with  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Administration 

John  S.  Babalis,  Manager 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara 
Donna  A.  Badeau 
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Direct  Sales  department 


Mark  Borckardt,  Senior  Numismatist 
Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing  Director 
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FINANCIAL  DEPARTMENT 
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Natalie  Smith 


Appreciation  is  extended  to  the  following  for  the  preparation  of 
this  catalogue: 

The  present  catalogue  descriptions  are  by  Andrew  Pollock 
III,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Mark 
Borckardt,  coordinated  by  Richard  A.  Bagg  and  T ricia  Toepper . 

Catalogue  production  and  typography  represents  the  work 
of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Graphics  Department,  including: 
Jennifer  Meers,  Robin  Edgerly,  and  Roberta  French.  Photog¬ 
raphy  is  by  Doug  Plasencia. 

All  illustrations  are  of  the  actual  items  being  sold. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


For  Best 

ATTENTION: 

please  submit  mail  and  fax 
bids  by: 

NOON,  FRIDAY, 
JULY  25,  1997 


IThis  is  a  public  auction  sale  conducted  by  licensed  and 
bonded  auctioneers.  All  bids  are  to  be  per  lot.  No  lots 
will  be  broken.  Lots  will  be  sold  in  numerical  sequence 
unless  the  auctioneer  otherwise  directs.  In  the  event  of 
identical  bids  on  the  same  lot,  the  lot  will  be  awarded  to  the 
first  bid  received.  In  the  event  of  a  dispute  during  the  floor 
bidding,  the  auctioneer’s  decision  to  award  the  lot  to  a  bid¬ 
der  will  be  final.  The  auctioneer,  at  his  sole  discretion,  may 
re-open  any  lot  or  put  the  lot  up  for  sale  again. 

A  buyer’s  charge  of  10%  on  each  individual  lot  will 
be  added  to  all  successful  bids,  which  sum  will  be  the 
purchase  price.  This  buyer’s  charge  will  be  added  to 
all  invoices,  without  exception. 

All  sales  are  strictly  for  cash  in  United  States  funds.  All 
remittances  must  be  drawn  on  United  States  banks. 
Invoices  must  be  paid  for  promptly  upon  receipt  in 
good  U.S.  funds.  No  credit  cards  will  be  accepted  for  auc¬ 
tion  purchases  or  deposits.  Shipping,  handling,  postage, 
private  and/ or  postal  insurance,  and  registration  charges 
will  be  added  for  lots  delivered  by  mail.  All  bidders  not  fur¬ 
nishing  applicable  resale  permits  will  be  responsible  for  sales 
tax  as  required  to  be  collected  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
and/or  other  entity  in  which  the  sale  is  conducted.  By  bid¬ 
ding  in  the  sale,  a  successful  bidder  agrees  to  be  liable  for 
any  tax  liabilities  which  may  accrue  by  virtue  of  the  purchase. 

All  lots  must  be  paid  in  full  prior  to  delivery,  unless 
credit  arrangements  for  this  sale  have  been  specifically 
agreed  to  in  writing  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Mer- 
ena,  Inc.  (subsequently  referred  to  as  Bowers  and  Merena 
in  the  present  Terms  of  Sale).  Previously  established  lines 
of  credit,  at  the  sole  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  may  not 
be  honored.  Please  contact  our  Accounting  Department  in 
advance  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  your  purchas¬ 
ing  plans.  At  the  sole  discretion  of  Bowers  and  Merena,  we 
reserve  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  any  auction  if 
there  have  been,  in  our  opinion,  credit  problems,  unreason¬ 
able  returns,  delays  in  payment,  or  any  other  problems  in 
past  or  current  sales.  On  any  account  not  paid  within  the 
prescribed  terms  of  this  sale,  Bowers  and  Merena  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  finance 
charges  at  the  rate  of  1.5%  per  month  (18%  per  annum)  on 
the  unpaid  balance,  which  charges  shall  continue  to  accrue 
until  fully  paid.  On  any  sums  unpaid,  if  the  account  is  re¬ 
ferred  to  an  attorney  for  collection,  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay 
all  costs,  including  attorneys’  fees,  with  interest  accruing  on 
the  balance,  until  fully  paid,  at  the  specified  rate. 

Bidders  not  known  to  us  must  furnish  references 
satisfactory  to  Bowers  and  Merena  and/ or  deposit  a 
sum  equal  to  25%  of  the  bids  submitted.  This  sum  will 
he  applied  to  successful  bids  with  the  overage  refunded 
within  10  days  of  the  sale  date.  Any  difference  will  be  billed. 
We  reserve  the  right  to  require  payment  in  full  by  all  bid¬ 


ders,  prior  to  the  delivery  of  lots,  even  if  satisfactory  refer¬ 
ences  or  credit  have  been  established. 

6  Title  does  not  pass  until  lots  are  paid  for  in  full.  It  is 
the  responsibility  and  obligation  of  the  buyer  to  main¬ 
tain  insurance  on  any  coins  in  his  possession.  Risk  of 
loss  is  on  the  buyer.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
agrees  to  permit  Bowers  and  Merena  to  file  any  financing 
statement  permitted  under  the  Uniform  Commercial  Code 
without  debtor’s  signature  and  to  offset  any  accounts  due, 
whether  now  or  in  the  future,  against  funds  or  collateral  in 
their  possession.  The  buyer  agrees  not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hy¬ 
pothecate  these  auction  purchases  until  paid  for  in  full.  Any 
person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  responsible  for  the 
transaction. 

No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted.  No  bids 
will  be  accepted  from  minors.  The  auctioneer 
and/ or  Bowers  and  Merena  reserve  the  right  to  open 
a  lot  at  a  reasonable  price,  to  set  bidding  increments  as  they 
shall  determine,  and  to  refuse  any  bid  which  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  auctioneer  or  Bowers  and  Merena  is  believed 
not  to  be  made  in  good  faith  or  does  not  qualify  by  reason 
of  credit,  or  otherwise.  Bowers  and  Merena  may  open  bid¬ 
ding  on  any  lot  by  placing  a  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller. 
Bowers  and  Merena  may  further  bid  on  behalf  of  the  seller, 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  reserve,  by  placing  successive  or 
consecutive  bids  for  a  lot,  or  by  placing  bids  in  response  to 
other  bidders.  Any  estimates  of  value  which  appear  in  this 
catalogue  are  an  opinion,  based  on  price  lists,  catalogues, 
and  other  information,  as  to  what  the  lot  may  realize  (ex¬ 
cluding  the  10%  buyer’s  charge).  At  the  sale,  higher  or 
lower  prices  may  prevail.  In  any  event,  in  the  case  of  a  re¬ 
serve,  the  reserve  will  not  exceed  the  high  published 
estimate.  As  the  catalogue  is  prepared  considerably  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  sale  date,  estimates  are  subject  to  change.  Any 
change  in  the  reserve  outside  of  the  guidelines  noted  will 
be  announced  at  the  sale. 

8  All  items  are  guaranteed  genuine.  Any  claim  to  the 
contrary  must  be  made  in  writing  within  30  days  of 
the  sale  date.  If  notified  within  that  time,  we  will 
grant  an  extension  to  the  buyer  so  that  the  question  of  au¬ 
thenticity  can  be  resolved.  In  no  event  will  we  be 
responsible  for  any  authentication  fees  or  other  charges  in¬ 
curred  by  the  buyers,  unless  a  lot  is  proven  to  be  not 
genuine,  in  which  instance  we  will  pay  the  actual  charges  in¬ 
curred,  as  supported  by  invoices,  up  to  a  maximum  of  $50. 

We  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  in  bidding. 
Please  check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  Please  bid  in 
even  dollar  increments.  All  bids  not  in  even  dollar 
amounts,  including  those  increased  by  10%  to  20%  (see 
our  special  service  on  the  bid  sheet),  will  be  rounded  off 
to  the  lower  whole  dollar  amount.  We  request  that  all  bid 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Floor  bidder 
Registration 

will  begin  30  minutes  before 
the  session  at  the  entrance  to 
the  auction  room. 


New  Bidders 

If  you  have  not  participated 
with  us  before,  he  sure  to 
send  your  credit  informa¬ 
tion:  Attn:  Don  Snyder,  at 
least  10  days  before  the  auc¬ 
tion  There  is  very  little 
time,  if  any,  to  review  this 
information  during  the 
auction. 


sheets  be  signed,  and  we  reserve  the  right  to  not  enter 
bids  on  any  sheet  that  has  not  been  signed.  Realizing  that 
certain  bids  may  be  submitted  by  fax,  telegram,  or  other 
means  without  a  signature,  we  note  that  in  any  event,  bid¬ 
ding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the 
bidder  of  all  of  the  Terms  of  Sale. 

Auction  sales  are  not  approval  sales.  Any  lot 
may  be  examined  before  bidding.  No  lot  may  be 
returned  by  a  mail  bidder  without  the  advance 
written  permission  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  Any  such  re¬ 
quests  must  be  made  within  three  days  of  the  receipt  of 
the  coins;  in  no  event  can  such  a  request  be  received  by  us 
later  than  30  days  after  the  auction  date.  Any  lot  returned 
must  be  in  its  original  unopened  container  or  holder;  the 
removal  of  any  item  from  such  container  or  holder  ne¬ 
gates  the  return  privilege.  Any  late  remittance  for 
purchases  is  cause  for  Bowers  and  Merena  to  negate  this 
privilege. 

nNo  lots  may  be  returned  for  any  reason  by  floor 
buyers  (including  those  acting  as  agents  for  oth¬ 
ers).  In  addition,  no  lots  may  be  returned  by 
successful  mail  bidders  who  have  examined  the  lots  prior  to 
the  sale.  Exceptions  will  be  made  only  for  reasons  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  under  the  provisions  of  Term  No.  8.  The 
auctioneers  reserve  the  right  to  postpone  or  cancel  the  sale 
without  notice,  should  they  in  their  sole  discretion  deter¬ 
mine  that  such  action  is  warranted.  Any  lot  may  be 
withdrawn  without  notice  prior  to  the  sale.  Neither  the  auc¬ 
tioneer  nor  the  consignor  will  have  any  obligation  to  the 
intended  bidders  as  a  result  of  any  postponement,  cancella¬ 
tion,  or  withdrawal. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents 
the  opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of 
preservation  of  a  particular  coin  or  lot.  A  split 
grade,  such  as  Proof-63/65,  refers  to  a  coin  which  in  our 
opinion  has  a  Proof-63  obverse  and  Proof-65  reverse.  “Proof’ 
is  used  to  describe  a  method  of  manufacture  and  is  not  a 
grade  or  condition.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and 
numerical  descriptions  of  coins  and  other  numismatic  items, 
are  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  and  are  not  an  attri¬ 
bution.  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied, 
including  the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  re¬ 
spect  to  such  adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions,  which  can 
and  do  vary  among  experts;  nor  is  any  warranty  or  represen¬ 
tation  made  that  any  other  expert,  grading  service  or  other 
entity  will  grade  a  given  piece  the  same  as  we  do;  nor  is  any 
warranty  or  representation  made  that  a  coin  or  other  numis¬ 
matic  item  has  not  been  cleaned,  or  that  the  toning  of  any 
item  is  natural,  or  that  there  is  the  absence  of  any  other  de¬ 
fect  which  would  render  it  unsuitable  for  encapsulation  by 
any  grading  service  or  the  acceptance  by  a  third  party.  Refer¬ 
ences  to  population  reports  and  grading  service  census 
figures  are  as  of  the  cataloguing  time,  which  may  be  several 
months  prior  to  the  sale  date.  All  such  comments  are  subject 


to  revision;  consult  recent  data  issued  by  the  grading  ser¬ 
vices.  By  bidding  in  this  sale,  the  buyer  agrees  to  hold 
Bowers  and  Merena  harmless  for  any  numismatic  item 
graded  and  described  by  a  third  party  grading  service  and 
presented  as  any  lot  within  this  catalogue.  The  buyer  further 
acknowledges  that  the  opinion  of  Bowers  and  Merena  on  any 
such  item  may  be  different  than  that  described  by  a  grading 
service.  Further,  the  buyer  agrees  to  accept  the  grade,  attri¬ 
bution,  pedigree,  authenticity  or  any  other  designation  as 
described  by  a  grading  service.  In  general,  with  the  exception 
of  those  lots  described  by  a  grading  service,  descriptions  are 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  interpretation  of  standards  in  the 
Photograde  book,  with  the  addition  of  certain  intermediate 
grades,  such  as  MS-64  and  Proof-64,  as  determined  by  the 
opinion  of  our  staff.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor  stockholder 
in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS). 

This  paragraph  is  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bowers 
and  Merena  act  as  agents  for  the  various  consign¬ 
ors.  For  this  reason,  no  claims  of  any  kind  can  be  considered 
after  the  setdements  have  been  made  with  the  consignors. 
Any  dispute  after  the  setdement  date  (45  days  following  the 
date  of  the  sale)  is  strictly  between  the  bidder  and  consignor 
without  involvement  or  responsibility  of  Bowers  and  Merena 
and/or  the  cataloguers.  Cash  advances  have  been  made  to 
some  consignors  in  anticipation  of  sale  proceeds.  Bowers 
and  Merena,  or  any  affiliated  person  or  company,  reserves 
the  right  to  consign  items  to  this  auction  sale,  and  to  partici¬ 
pate  as  a  bidder.  The  auctioneer,  consignors,  employees, 
assignees,  and  agents  for  Bowers  and  Merena  or  the  consign¬ 
ors  may  bid  for  his  or  her  own  account  at  any  auction  and 
may  have  information  not  otherwise  available  to  the  public 
regarding  reserves,  values  or  other  material  facts  relating  to 
the  articles  which  are  the  subject  of  the  auction.  When  an 
item  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be  sold,  passed,  withdrawn, 
returned  to  the  owner  or  bought  in.  A  consignor  or  his  agent 
may  bid  on  any  lot  including  those  in  his  own  consignment. 
Certain  terms  pertaining  to  this  sale  and  consignments  to  it 
are  subject  to  negotiation.  In  the  event  of  a  typographical  er¬ 
ror  or  attribution  error,  the  cataloguer  reserves  the  right  to 
withdraw  any  item  from  the  sale  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  orally  at  the  sale,  or,  if  discovered  at  a  later  date,  to 
.  refund  the  buyer’s  money  without  further  obligation.  The 
maximum  obligation  of  Bowers  and  Merena  to  any  bidder 
shall  be  the  sum  paid  for  any  lot  in  dispute.  While  every  ef¬ 
fort  will  be  made  to  properly  enter  and  execute  bids 
received  by  mail  or  by  other  means,  Bowers  and  Merena 
assumes  no  liability  for  any  errors  in  this  regard  or  fail¬ 
ure  to  enter  bids. 

By  placing  a  bid  in  this  sale,  you  agree  that  this 
transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

Any  dispute,  claim  or  controversy  (except  for  non-payment) 
shall  be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the 
rules  then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  ] 
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Important! 

♦  Credit  cards  will  not  be 
accepted  for  auction  depos¬ 
its  or  payments. 

♦  The  Prices  Realized  list 
will  be  published  approxi¬ 
mately  30  days  after  the 
auction. 


Inc.,  as  if  both  parties  to  the  dispute  were  members,  at 
Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  or  another  suitable  location  at 
the  option  of  Bowers  and  Merena.  In  the  event  of  non-pay¬ 
ment,  at  its  option,  Bowers  and  Merena  may  refer  the 
matter  to  the  PNG  arbitration  or  elect  to  proceed  judicially, 
in  which  case  the  buyer  consents  to  jurisdiction  in  the 
courts  of  Carroll  County,  New  Hampshire. 


Special  Services 


If  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure, 
i  \  please  fill  in  the  maximum  amount  you  wish 
A.  to  spend  on  the  MAXIMUM  EXPENDI¬ 

TURE  line  at  the  upper  portion  of  your  bid  sheet.  You 
can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight  umes  the 
amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a  personal 
service  and  a  Bowers  and  Merena  customer  represen¬ 
tative  will  personally  attend  to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding 
from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for  your  account 
until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the 
auction  sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions, 
we  cannot  be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a 
bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping  involved,  this 
service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum  expen¬ 
ditures  of  $  1 ,000  or  more.  MAXIMUM  EXPENDITURE 
and  ONE  LOT  ONLY  bidding  can  be  combined. 

Up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets 
for  a  ONE  LOT  ONLY  purchase,  if  you  wish 
1  to  purchase  only  one  example  of  a  coin  of 

which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale.  Such  lots 
should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will  do 
our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction 
sale  and  the  sometimes  crowded  condidons,  we  cannot 
be  responsible  for  failure  to  execute  such  a  bid  properly. 

“|  T*]  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the 

I  optional  10%  to  30%  increase  to  help  your 

1  §  chance  of  being  a  successful  bidder.  Check 

the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 


Bidding  in  this  auction  sale  constitutes 
acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the  foregoing 
terms  of  sale. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are 
stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  ARE 
NOT  for  long-term  storage. 


Suggestions 
for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting  enjoyable ,  and  a  numis- 
matically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you  have  been  bidding  m  our  sales 
for  many  years,  you  may  find  that  some  of  the  following  comments  wilt  in¬ 
crease  your  success.  In  the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions, 
phone  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  or  Carolyn  Craigue. 


Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is  particularly 
important  if  you  are  a  new  bidder,  for  it  takes  us  time  to  check 
your  references.  A  bid  sheet  mailed  a  few  days  before  the  sale  might  not 
reach  us  until  a  week  later— at  which  time  the  coins  will  have  been  sold 
to  others! 


As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids  anytime  24  hours  a 
LJ  day  [our  fax  number  is  (603)  569-5319].  Or,  telephone  your  bids 
to  our  auction  department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax  bids 
with  written  confirmation. 


I&W  We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a  work  sheet  to  compile  bids.  In  this 
SbSI  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth  throughout  the  catalogue, 
make  changes  and  revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided  on 
your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet.  Try  your  best  to  keep  the 
bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly  understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order. 
Check  your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for  any  bids  on 
wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts.  Please  be  careful! 


Kj3  Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review  your  financial 
Bil  circumstances  carefully  before  bidding.  There  is  always  the 
possibility  that  you  may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you  are 
awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for  them  immediately. 


Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when  bidding.  While 
high  and  low  prices  sometimes  occur,  most  items  sell  within 
market  ranges.  If  a  popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a  bid  of,  say,  less  than  $400  will  win  it.  On 
the  other  hand,  chances  are  excellent  that  a  bid  in  the  $500  to  $600 
range  will  be  competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting,  but 
as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is  most  productive  if  you 
keep  current  values  in  mind  w'hile  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the 
greater  your  chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience  that 
many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the  options  to  increase  bids 
by  an  optional  1 0%  to  30%,  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below 
their  maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 


Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If  bid  changes  are 
necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures.  Instead,  cross  them  out 
completely  and  re-enter  the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the 
bid  sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a  question  about  a  bid. 


Lots  may  be  inspected  by  mail  prior  to  the  auction  (except  for 
I*Y*1  large  or  bulk  lots,  or  other  multiple-coin  lots).  Please  write  or  call 
for  further  information.  Mail  inspection  requests  must  be  received 
sufficiendy  early  to  permit  return  to  us  in  time  for  general  lot  viewing 
prior  to  the  sale.  The  person  requesting  mail  inspection  agrees  to  pav 
postage  and  insurance  both  ways  and  to  insure  and  be  responsible  lot 
the  pieces  in  his  or  her  possession. 
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Expanded  personal  service 

FOR  OUR  MAIL  BIDDERS 


You  can  improve  your  chances  of  being  a 
winning  bidder  in  this  auction  sale!  Take 
advantage  of  our  Maximum  Expenditure 
service— bid  on  lots  totaling  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  ($1,000  min.),  or  use 


our  One  Lot  Only  service  and  bid  on  up  to  five  lots 
and  be  assured  of  getting  no  more  than  one— or 
use  both  features  together.  Please  see  points  15 
and  16  in  the  Terms  of  Sale. 


Fax  us  your  bid 
sheet  (any  time,  24 
hours  a  day).  Our  di¬ 
rect  fax  number  is 

(603)569-5319. 


Bid  Sheet 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1224 
Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
(603)  569-5095 

Fax  your  bids  24  hours  a  day!  Our  fax  number  is  1-603-569-5319!  Be 
sure  to  follow  up  your  fax  or  phone  bids  with  written  confirmation. 


IMPORTANT!  PLEASE  READ  TERMS  OF  SALE  BEFORE  BIDDING. 

Gentlemen: 


Here  are  my  bids  for  your  JULY  1997  RARITIES  Auction  Sale.  I  have  read  the  Terms  of  Sale  (printed  in  the  catalogue)  and  agree  to  them.  I  am  of  legal  age. 
I  understand  that  my  bids  are  per  lot.  I  agree  to  pay  promptly  upon  receipt  of  your  invoice,  including  postage  and  insurance  costs. 


ATTACH  MAILING  LABEL  OR  PRINT  CLEARLY 
Customer  # 


3o~k  ic  lO 

/  2  3  Plttisa.* 1 1  SfTecJ- 


Deposit  on  Sale 

.Or© 


Street  or  P.O.  Box 


City 


State 


CA  •  ,  I2i& 


SPECIAL  SERVICES 


Daytime  Telephone  (  f  j  ** 

HJI 1  Fay  / 

AZ.4 if 

Signature  (bid  sheet  MUST  be  signed) 

r 

)fu  ^  7  22 *7- 

□  PLEASE  CHECK  IF  THIS  IS  A  CONFIRMATION  OF  mnft 

ITTED  BY  PHONE  OR  FAX. 

Maximum  Expenditure 


Please  increase  my  bids 
10%  □  20%  □  30%  □ 

if  necessary  to  obtain  lots. 


A  10%  buyer’s  premium  will  be  added  to  aO  successful  bids. 

If  you  are  using  the  One  Lot  Only  option,  please  use  the  narrow  column  to  group  the  lots  with  a  bracket: 


LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

LOT 

BID 

OFFICE 

USE  ONLY 

<0 

101 *> 

700 

16  ^ 

'v>o 

/0U$ 

),  00O 

h  $00 

1107 

,l$b 

?S0 

no 

I ,  OOP 

HI 

‘ISO 

HZ 

1,100 

t 

J(#o 

/,t>00 

37$ 

5,5*0 

C 


IMPORTANT  INFORMATION  FOR  NEW  BIDDERS 

The  following  information  must  be  supplied  to  us  before  your  bids  can  be  executed.  Bidders  who  are  not  known  to  us  must  send  a  deposit  of 
25%  of  their  bids.  The  deposit  will  be  credited  toward  lots  purchased  and  any  balance  will  be  refunded  within  10  working  days  after  the  sale. 

Have  you  done  business  before  with  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.?  □  Yes  ^^Jo 

Are  you  a  dealer?  fM  "  _  Do  you  have  a  resale  number  on  file  with  4$? 

Other  dealers  with  whom  you  have  done  business: 


1  resale  number  on  tile  with  us.”' 

■  dealers  with  whom  you  have  done  business:  AfaJimfiJ  dixjA  doi^s,  LTD- 

IA//£E*ak_  4nt^i JjMnisrvvdhui 


Rank  references: 


Ahu’RnJln 

7  firth ll  A/duCi/  v 
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Your  Personal  Invitation  to  our  Sale... 

Q.  David  Bowers 


Welcome  to  our  Rarities  Sale!  A  fine  tradition 
continues,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  a  part  of  it.  In  the 
pages  to  follow  are  some  of  the  finest  and  rarest 

coins  to  be  auctioned  in 
our  time.  A  great  event 
beckons  on  Monday,  July 
28  at  1 0:00  a.m.  sharp.  Plan 
to  participate. 

The  venue  is  New  York 
City  at  our  familiar  stand, 
the  St.  Moritz  Hotel  on 
Central  Park  South  at  the 
corner  of  6th  Avenue.  A 
few  steps  away  is  the  New 
York  Coliseum,  where  the 
American  Numismatic  As¬ 
sociation  Pre-Show  will  have  been  conducted  and  a 
few  blocks  away  is  the  Marriott  Marquis  (on  Times 
Square)  where  the  ANA  Convention  will  be  held 
later.  If  your  summer  schedule  includes  these 
events,  be  sure  to  come  to  view  the  lots  in  our 
Rarities  Sale  and,  on  Monday,  July  28th  be  a  part 
of  the  sale  itself.  You'll  see  numismatic  history  in 
the  making  and  will  have  the  chance  to  compete  for 
some  really  fine  coins.  Lunch  is  on  us,  and  around 
noon  we’ll  take  a  break,  and  registered  bidders  are 
invited  to  join  us  for  a  repast,  after  which  the  sale 
will  continue  through  mid-afternoon. 

Or,  you  can  bid  by  mail,  fax,  or  telephone.  In 

fact,  most  of  our  clients  bid  this  way.  Check  the 
catalogue  over  from  cover  to  cover,  zero  in  on  the 
lots  that  interest  you  the  most,  and  send  us  your 
bids.  If  there  are  some  particular  pieces  you’d  really 
love  to  own,  bid  as  liberally  as  you  can.  If  you  are 
more  casual,  bid  more  modestly.  The  possibilities 
in  our  Rarity  Sale  are  incredible,  and  if  you  are 
successful,  you’ll  own  some  of  the  nicest  coins 
you’ve  ever  seen! 

Colonial  and  early  American  coins  are  breath¬ 
taking.  In  fact,  our  Rarities  Sale  is  one  of  the  finest 
offerings  ever  to  be  held!  Several  colonials  begin 


the  sale,  after  which,  at  the  end  of  the  catalogue, 
you’ll  find  offered  coin-by-coin,  a  colonial  cabinet 
gathered  by  a  consummate  connoisseur.  Highlights 
include  a  Higley  threepence,  multiple  Continental 
dollars,  silver  coinage  of  Massachusetts,  Maryland 
silver  pieces,  Rosa  Americana  and  Woods  coinage, 
copper  coins  of  the  states  1785-1788,  the  marv  elous 
P.P.P.  Myddelton  token  and  its  cousin  in  the  Copper 
Company  of  Upper  Canada  format,  rarities  featuring 
George  Washington  (highlighted  by  a  Roman  Head 
cent),  and  more!  If  you  are  already  a  specialist  in 
colonials,  start  saving  your  money!  If  you  are  just 
beginning,  what  an  ideal  way  to  start!  We  really  love 
such  coins,  and  we  know  you  will,  too. 

Half  cents  and  large  cents  will  delight  the  quality- 
minded  buyer,  what  with  multiple  examples  of  the 
famous  1793  half  cent  and  several  remarkable  Proofs, 
some  really  interesting  1793  and  1794  cents  as  well 
as  later  issues,  even  a  couple  of  Proofs!  (Now,  really, 
how  often  do  you  see  a  choice  Proof  large  cent?  Not 
often.) 

Small  cents  commence  with  the  famous  1856 
Flying  Eagle  cent,  one  of  the  most  desired  and  most 
storied  pieces  in  American  numismatics  (and,  we’ve 
added  a  few  notes  about  its  history).  This  is  followed 
by  other  remarkable  pieces  which  add  up  to  one  of 
the  finest  offerings  of  our  time:  choice  Flying  Eagle, 
Indian,  and  Lincoln  issues  all  in  an  impressive  lineup. 
Two-cent  pieces  and  three-cent  pieces  (nickel  and 
silver)  are  of  fine  quality  as  well.  Shield  and  Liberty 
nickels  and  some  dazzling  Buffalo  nickels  likewise 
await  your  interest  and  bids. 

Half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars 

range  from  early  issues  to  the  20th  century.  Along  the 
way  there  are  key  dates  and  mintmarks,  gem  Mint 
State  and  Proof  issues,  and  more.  To  list  the  high¬ 
lights  would  be  tantamount  to  re-writing  the  cata¬ 
logue.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  offering  is  spectacular! 
And,  not  to  overlook  the  short-lived  20-cent  series, 
there  are  some  nice  pieces  of  those  as  well. 

Silver  dollars  and  trade  dollars  are  similarly  breath 
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taking.  Among  dollars  there  are  many  classic  early 
issues,  multiple  Gobrechts  (including  the  famous  1836 
variety  with  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  below  the  base,  in  the 
field  above  the  date),  Liberty  Seated  rarities  (check  out 
the  1851  original,  various  Proof  and  Mint  State  coins, 
and  some  nice  mintmarked  issues)  and  more.  Morgan 
silver  dollars  are  absolutely  incredible.  If  superb  gem 
Proofs  are  your  forte,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place. 
It  may  be  many  years  before  a  comparable  offering  is 
presented  in  an  auction  catalogue. 

Gold  coins  from  dollars  to  double  eagles  comprise 
many  fantastic  rarities  including  glittering  gem  Proof 
$1,  $2.50,  $3,  and  5  pieces  dated  1875,  the  pivotal  rarity 
date  of  the  decade!  Add  such  delicacies  as  an  1879 
Coiled  Hair  $4  gold  Stella,  a  pair  of  1907  $10  With 
Periods  rarities  that  have  been  off  the  market  since  the 
year  of  issue,  a  splendid  1929  $20,  and  others,  and  you 
have  a  truly  memorable  sale  of  gold  coins  alone.  Indeed, 
colonials,  gold,  early  silver— you  name  it— would  each 
make  nice  separate  catalogues!  And,  I  haven’t  yet 
mentioned  patterns,  commemoratives,  and  many  other 
great  coins. 

Then  there  are  the  Proof  sets.  Yes,  the  Proof  sets, 


commencing  with  a  breathtaking  1875  and  progressing 
immediately  to  a  run  of  early  20th-century  issues  of 
superb  gem  quality,  ordered  directly  from  the  Mint  in  the 
years  of  issue,  and  never  before  offered!  Gems  and  rarities 
abound! 

As  you  can  tell  by  now,  I  and  the  entire  Bowers  and 
Merena  staff  have  enjoyed  preparing  our  Rarities  Sale 
for  your  review  and  consideration.  Now,  the  catalogue 
is  in  your  hands.  We  all  look  forward  to  your  participa¬ 
tion.  Thank  you  from  all  of  us. 

Sincerely, 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

P.S.:  Now  that  our  Rarities  Sale  catalogue  is  com¬ 
pleted,  we  are  looking  forward  to  our  brilliant  auction 
season  this  autumn  and  in  1998.  If  you  have  choice  single 
coins  or  a  fine  collection  for  sale,  from  several  thousand 
dollars  on  up,  just  let  us  know.  We  would  be  delighted 
to  showcase  your  collection  to  its  finest  advantage. 
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Our  Rarities  Sale  will  be 
part  of  a  marathon  run  of 
coin  events  in  New  York  City 
in  late  July.  Here  is  the  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  sched¬ 
ule,  so  you’ll  know 
where  we  will  be  and  when! 

July  24,  Thursday:  See 

Dave  Bowers,  Ray  Mer¬ 
ena,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Gail  Watson  at  the  Pre- 
ANA  Show,  New  York  Coli¬ 
seum,  at  Table  912.  Come 
by  and  say  “hi.”  We’ll  be 
buying,  selling,  and  in  high  gear  with  lots  of  energy! 

July  25,  Friday:  At  the  Pre-ANA  Show,  Table 
912,  still  enjoying  ourselves  (we  expect),  still  buy¬ 
ing,  still  selling. 


South.  Meanwhile,  some  of  us  may 
still  be  at  the  Pre-ANA  Show,  Table 
912,  but  we’ll  be  winding  down. 

July  28,  Monday:  Bowers  and 
Merena  RARITIES  SALE!  10:00 
a.m.  at  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel.  Be 
there  as  our  guest! 

July  29,  Tuesday:  PNG  (Profes¬ 
sional  Numismatists  Guild)  Day. 
By  invitation.  If  you’d  like  to  come, 
just  contact  our  office  (attn:  Gail 
Watson)  and  we’ll  send  you  an 
admission  card.  Marriott  Marquis 
Hotel,  Times  Square. 

July  30,  Wednesday:  ANA  Convention,  Marriott 
Marquis  Hotel,  Times  Square.  We’ll  be  at  Tables  405- 
407.  Buying,  selling,  saying  “hi.”  Be  sure  to  see  us! 

July  31,  Thursday:  Ditto. 


July  26,  Saturday:  Lot  viewing  for  our  Rarities 
Sale  begins  at  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park 
South.  Meanwhile,  some  of  us  will  still  be  at  the  Pre- 
ANA  Show,  Table  912. 

July  27,  Sunday:  Lot  viewing  for  our  Rarities  Sale 
continues  at  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel,  Central  Park 


August  1,  Friday:  Ditto,  although  we’ll  be  winding 
down  and  part  of  our  staff  will  be  heading  home,  after 
a  week  or  more  of  activity! 

August  2,  Saturday:  Ditto,  but  with  Mark  Borckardt, 
our  senior  numismatist,  holding  the  fort. 
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Another  fine 

Bowers  and  Merena  sale 

is  about  to  begin... 


THE  SESSION 


Monday  Morning,  July  28,  10:00  AM  Sharp 

Colonial  and  U.S.  Coins:  Lots  1-394;  Hawaiian  Coin:  Lot  395; 
Pattern  Coins:  Lots  396-416;  Proof  Sets:  Lots  417-500 
A  Private  Collection  of  Colonial  Coins:  Lots  1001-1114 


Colonial  Coins 


Rare  1737  Higley  Copper 

Three  Hammers  Variety 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1  1 737  Higley  or  Granby  copper.  VALUE  •  ME  •  AS  •  YOU  •  PLEASE 

obverse,  I  •  AM  •  GOOD  •  COPPER  reverse.  Crosby  VIII,  21,  22; 
Breen-241.  VG  overall,  marginally  finer  in  areas.  Sharp  in  some 
areas  of  the  design,  weak  in  other  areas,  as  are  many  of  the  Higley 
coppers  known  to  today’s  collectors.  Tan  high  points  contrast 
nicely  with  deep  chocolate  fields.  I  wo  tiny,  natural  flan  fissures 
are  seen  at  the  deer’s  shoulder,  and  a  few  faint,  old  file  marks  are 
found  on  both  sides,  a  feature  shared  with  the  Breen  Encyclopedia 
plate  coin.  A  good  portion  of  the  peripheral  legends  are  readable. 

Weight:  125.1  grains;  Diameter:  28.4mm. 

Dr.  Samuel  Higley  (ca.  1687-1737),  was  born  at  his  family's  farm  near 
Tariffville,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  A  graduate  of  Yale,  he  was,  at  various 
limes,  a  surgeon  and  a  metallurgist.  In  1727,  he  patented  a  process  for  making 


steel.  Later  that  year,  he  bought  land  south  of  “Copper  Hill”  in  Simsbury,  Con¬ 
necticut.  It  proved  to  be  so  rich  in  copper  that  by  the  end  of  the  decade,  he 
was  exporting  large  quantities  of  copper  ore  to  England.  According  to  Breen, 
this  mine  was  still  referred  to  as  the  “Higley  Mine”  a  century  after  his  death.  In 
1737,  Higley  began  striking  copper  coins.  Their  purity  was  such  that  jewelers 
are  said  to  have  melted  many  down  for  use  in  alloying  silver  and  gold.  In  May 
1737,  Samuel  Higley  was  lost  at  sea  while  en  route  to  England  with  a  shipment 
of  copper  ore.  It  is  thought  that  his  brother,  John  Higley,  and  friends  Rever¬ 
end  Timothy  Woodbridge  and  William  Cradock  are  responsible  for  minting 
certain  of  the  Higley  coppers,  including  the  undated  and  1739-dated  speci- 
•  mens  known  today.  Several  years  ago  Dan  Freidus  gave  a  very  enjoyable  pre¬ 
sentation  on  Higley  coppers  at  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  New  York.  His  observations,  together  with  in¬ 
formation  concerning  known  varieties,  were  subsequently  published  by  the 
A.N.S. 

1776  Continental  “Dollar”  Or  “Unit” 

CURRENCY  Spelling 
Newman  2-C 


2  1776  Continental  Currency  dollar  or  unit.  Tin.  Newman  2-C, 

Breen- 1092,  Crosby  VIII,  16.  Choice  EF.  A  lovely  example  of  this 
popular  and  desirable  issue.  Smoky  gray  surfaces  exhibit  much  lus¬ 
tre.  There  is  a  tiny,  shallow  edge  mark  below  the  date,  and  a  few 
other  light  marks  as  well,  but  "choice  is  still  the  operative  word. 

Weight:  252.3  grains;  Diameter:  39.1mm;  Die  alignment:  30°. 

The  1776  Continental  Currency  “dollar"  is  one  of  the  most  historical  and 
romantic  of  all  early  American  issues,  except  that  little  is  known  about  its  ac¬ 
tual  history  and  background.  Presumably,  these  circulated  in  1776  in  lieu  of 
paper  $1  notes  and  were,  in  effect,  a  fiat  coinage-this  in  an  era  when  most 
emphasis  was  on  intrinsic  value.  Also  see  Lot  3  and,  toward  the  end  of  the  cata¬ 
logue,  Lot  1040  of  the  present  sale. 
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BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


1776  Continental  “Dollar”  Or  “Unit” 

Uncirculated 
E.G.  FECIT  Variety 
Late  Die  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

3  1776  Continental  Currency  dollar  or  unit.  Pewter.  E.G.  FECIT 

variety.  Newman  3-D,  Breen-1095,  Crosby  VIII,  17.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  E.G.  FECIT  in  ring  above  date.  Late  die  state,  circular  die 
crack  in  reverse  rings  (see  note  below).  Heavy  die  clash  marks  on 
the  obverse  at  TAL  CU.  Highly  lustrous  in  the  protected  areas  of 
the  design,  with  much  bright  silver  brilliance  there  as  well.  An  alto¬ 
gether  pleasing  specimen  of  one  of  the  few  early  American  coins 
actually  “signed”  by  its  creator. 

VV eight  uncertain  due  to  encapsulation;  Diameter:  uncertain;  Die  align¬ 
ment:  30°. 

I  he  letters  EG  FECIT  (EG  made  it)  on  the  obverse  of  this  famous  design 
type  have  long  been  thought  (following  research  by  Eric  P.  Newman)  to  refer 
to  Elisha  Gallaudet,  a  New  Jersey  engraver  who  is  known  to  numismatics  for 
his  work  on  certain  colonial  bank  notes,  and  for  various  design  elements  on 
Continental  Currency  issues. 

I  his  is  an  advanced  die  slate  of  Newman  3-D,  both  dies  having  been  pol¬ 
ished  from  their  original  stale  and  plar  ed  back  into  service,  after  which  severe 
damage  occurred  Heavy  polishing  has  removed  a  serif  that  protruded  from 


the  lower  left  of  the  U  of  CURRENCY,  as  well  as  clash  marks  at  ENC  in  the  ] 
same  word.  A  small  spike  from  the  lower  inside  of  the  first  7  in  the  date,  and  j 
rust  pits  in  and  around  CONT1N  have  also  been  removed,  as  has  the  large  1 
over  small  I  in  BUSINESS.  After  polishing,  the  dies  clashed  again,  this  time  I 
more  heavily,  and  at  TAL  CU  in  the  legend.  This  second  clashing  probably 
helped  to  shatter  the  reverse  die,  which  is  now  cracked  through  nine  con¬ 
nected  rings,  and  a  single  ring  as  well;  no  doubt  an  even  more  advanced  state 
exists!  Other  minor  differences  are  seen  as  well.  Finally,  the  dies  were  aligned 
at  30°  after  they  were  polished,  a  totally  different  alignment  than  that  used  for 
the  early  die  state  specimen  we  offer  in  Lot  1040.  For  more  information  re¬ 
garding  the  early  die  state  of  Newman  3-D,  please  see  the  footnote  of  Lot 
1040. 

Half  Cents 

Our  offering  of  half  cents  is  concise  and  spectacular!  Raritie 
abound,  and  each  of  the  several  offerings  is  deserving  of  ai  i 
honorary  position  in  a  world-class  cabinet. 


Classic  1793  Half  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

4  1793  Breen-1,  Cohen-1.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Pleasing  golden  brown 

toning.  On  the  obverse,  a  planchet  rift  extends  from  Miss  Liberty’s 
nose  to  the  rim,  and  a  faint  line  can  be  seen  on  her  neck  and 
cheek.  On  the  reverse  a  shallow  lamination  flaw  is  present  within 
the  wreath  and  in  the  field  to  the  right. 

A  pleasing  example  of  the  first  type  and  variety  in  the  half  cent 
series.  Ideal  for  a  type  set  or  specialized  cabinet. 

The  B-l,  C-l  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  most  elusive  of  the  four 
varieties  of  the  1 793  date.  When  it  is  seen,  typically  it  is  apt  to  be  at  a  very  low 
level  (Breen  p.  71),  Fair  to  Very  Good  is  typical.  Moreover,  the  words  HALF 
CENT  on  the  reverse  are  often  not  legible  (“grade  as  though  this  defect  were 
not  present,  as  it  is  inherent  to  the  later  die  states,”  Breen  noted).  The  HALF 
CENT  inscription  was  not  punched  deeply  in  the  die  to  begin  with.  During  the 
striking  process  the  requirement  that  metal  flow  both  directions  in  the  press- 
in  the  deep  recesses  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse  and  within  the  wreath  on 
the  reverse— simply  did  not  permit  sharp  striking. 

The  diecutter  for  the  1793  cent  is  not  known  with  certainty,  although  Adam 
Eckfeldt  has  been  suggested.  Much  of  what  is  in  print  about  the  identities  of 
diesinkers  from  1792-1793  at  the  Mint  or  on  contract  for  the  Mint  is  highly 
conjectural.  Little  survives  in  the  way  of  specific  documentation. 

The  Liberty  Head  motif  with  cap  on  pole  was  derived  from  the  1 793  cent  of 
the  same  motif,  but  with  the  head  facing  in  the  opposite  direction  on  the  half 
cent.  Earlier,  the  motif  was  used  on  the  famous  1782  Libertas  Americana 
medal. 
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BOWERS  AND  ME  REN  A 


I  he  Rarities  Sale 


Impressive  1793  Half  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

5  1793  B-3,  C-3.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  BN  (NGC).  Warm  golden  brown 

toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  clearly 
defined.  An  especially  choice  and  desirable  example  of  this  early 
issue,  ranking  as  one  of  the  very  finest  known  among  a  population 
of  well  over  a  hundred.  Our  own  feeling  is  that  while  NGC  and 
PCGS  Population  Reports  are  interesting  to  contemplate,  the 
grading  in  many  instances  is  more  liberal  than  what  those  in  the 
Early  American  Coppers  group  might  suggest.  Of  course,  grading 
is,  has  been,  and  probably  always  will  be  a  matter  of  opinion— and 
certification  services  are  free  to  state  whatever  they  wish. 

CQR  Condition  Census  (1997):  MS-MS-AU-AU-AU-AU. 

Nineteenth-century  dealer  David  U.  Proskey  (he  with  the  “India  Rubber 
Conscience,”  per  competitor  Ed  Frossard),  called  this  the  Small  Date,  a  distinc¬ 
tion  not  used  today.  In  general,  examples  of  B-3,  C-3  are  much  better  struck 
than  the  variety  described  in  the  preceding  lot. 


Lovely  1793  Half  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

6  1793  B-4,  C-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Glossy  surfaces.  Lovely  golden 

brown  toning  with  pale  navy  blue  highlights.  A  small  reverse  rim 
bump  is  noted  at  7:00.  Here  is  another  truly  notable  example  of 
the  rare  and  highly  prized  1793  half  cent.  The  present  catalogue 
section  offering  three  pieces  provides  opportunities  in  as  many 
different  high-grade  categories. 


The  B-4,  C-4  is  popular  as  a  “type"  issue,  and  a  number  have  come  on  the 
market  ovei  the  years  and  have  been  classified  in  higher  grades,  perhaps  lead 
ing  Walter  Bieen  to  suggest  that  some  of  them  may  have  been  presentation 
pieces.  While  this  scenario  seems  a  bit  unlikely,  as  the  variety  was  made  toward 
the  end  of  the  production  of  this  denomination  in  1793,  and,  further,  it  is  un- 
cleat  why  half  cents  would  be  presented  to  anyone.  Still  there  must  be  some 
explanation.  Perhaps  a  mini-hoard  existed  years  ago  and  was  not  recorded. 

Half  cents  of  the  early  1790s  were  placed  into  circulation  at  or  near  the  time 
of  striking,  and  saw  wide  service  in  the  channels  of  commerce.  There  was  virtu¬ 
ally  no  numismatic  interest  in  them  at  the  time,  and  the  survival  of  high-grade 
pieces  was  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  By  the  1830s  and  1840s  a  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  began  looking  through  coins  in  circulation,  and  at  that  time  many  of 
the  pieces  now  in  numismatic  circles  were  extracted.  However,  typical  grades 
were  much  less  than  those  offered  in  the  present  catalogue. 

In  his  1859  work,  the  American  Numismatical  Manual,  Montroville  WT. 
Dickeson  matter-of-factly  tells  of  his  finding  early  coins  in  circulation,  includ¬ 
ing  Chain  cents  of  1793! 


Proof-Only  1836  Half  Cent 

Large  Berries  in  Wreath 


Original 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

7  1836  Original.  B-l.  Proof-62  RB.  Mostly  fiery  red  surfaces  with 

blushes  and  splashes  of  tan  and  blue.  Some  deep  toning  spots 
can  be  seen  at  the  reverse  border.  There  were  no  circulation 
strikes  made  of  1836  half  cents.  Thus,  those  in  cabinets  today  are 
either  originals  or  restrikes  made  with  Proof  finish  for  inclusion 
in  sets  or  for  sale  to  collectors.  This  general  style  has  been  called 
the  Large  Berries  reverse,  but  more  distinctive  is  the  presence  of 
a  horizontal  line  under  the  word  CENT,  which  is  absent  on  the 
“Small  Berries”  issues;  the  present  wreath  is  the  correct  style  for 
the  period,  whereas  the  “Small  Berries”  wreath  was  first  regularly 
used  in  1840. 

Weight:  84.6  grains. 

Any  recitation  of  rarity  in  the  half  cent  series  will  by  necessity  include  the 
Proof-only  1836.  It  is  estimated  that  perhaps  25  to  35  are  known  totally.  It  is 
further  noted  that  the  1836  is  the  first  Proof-only  issue  of  the  half  cent  de¬ 
nomination  (the  earlier  1831,  usually  encountered  with  Proof  format,  is  said 
to  have  had  a  small  number  of  accompanying  business  strikes  made). 
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Desirable  Proof-Only  1843  1/2# 

Original,  Large  Berries 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

8  1843  Original.  B-l.  Rarity-6.  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem 

having  frosty  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Vivid  blue,  violet, 
and  green  toning  with  wisps  of  fiery  red  at  the  peripheries.  Virtu¬ 
ally  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

It  is  believed  that  only  about  20  examples  exist  of  this  issue,  of 
which  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  (the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  coin  sold  by  us  a  year  ago,  Lot  458,  was  described  as  Proof-64 
RB).  A  marvelous  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Variety  with  large  berries  in  wreath.  This  general  style  is  referred  to  as  the 
“Original”  series  for  the  years  1840  through  1849  Small  Date.  The  few  extant 
full  silver  and  copper  Proof  sets  remaining  from  this  era  typically  have  Proof 
half  cents  of  the  Large  Berries  format. 

One  can  almost  imagine  that  Proof-only  half  cents  of  the  19th-century,  of 
which  can  be  numbered  the  1831  (actually  Proof-only  for  most  practical  pur¬ 
poses,  but  there  are  a  few  attributed  circulation  strikes),  1836,  1840-1849  Small 
Date,  and  1852,  are  all  “too  rare.”  If  there  were  just  one  or  two  Proof-only  dates, 
rather  than  about  a  dozen,  one  can  imagine  that  the  pieces  would  be  worth  tens 
of  thousands  of  dollars  each!  As  it  is,  the  current  price  structure  permits  a  great 
rarity  such  as  this  to  be  acquired  at  a  truly  reasonable  price,  in  our  opinion. 


Rare  1848  Restrike  Half  Cent 

Proof-Only  Date 
Small  Berries 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

9  1848  Restrike.  B-2.  Rarity-7.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Intermingled 

tan,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence.  A  fine  lint  mark  can  be  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 

PCGS  Population  (Restrike):  3;  none  finer. 

Variety  with  small  berries  on  reverse  wreath,  NT  in  CENT  and  parts  of  rib¬ 
bon  slightly  doubled.  Extremely  rare  in  the  context  of  19th-century  American 
numismatic  issues.  Probably  about  three  dozen  exist. 


Famous  Proof-Only  1849  Small  Date 

Original,  Large  Berries 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

10  1849  Original.  Small  Date.  B-L  Proof-63  RB  (NGC).  About  30% 

brilliant  surfaces  with  tan  and  pastel  violet  in  the  remaining  areas. 
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Most  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired  including  the 
obverse  stars  and  the  wreath’s  foliage.  Another  classic  rarity,  this 
one  having  a  particular  cachet  as  over  the  years  it  has  been  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  more  elusive  than  most  others  of  the  decade.  In  our  sale 
of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  1996,  Lot  470,  we  presented  a  little  dis¬ 
sertation  on  the  subject,  which  is  now  excerpted: 

NGC  Population  (original):  1;  none  finer. 

The  1849  Small  Date  half  cent  with  large  berries  has  always  been  highly  ac¬ 
claimed,  and  for  many  years  the  Chapman  brothers  stated  that  only  five  were 
known.  In  recent  decades  the  census  has  expanded,  but  any  larger  figure  prob¬ 
ably  contains  some  duplication.  In  the  era  of  the  Chapmans— roughly  from  the 
late  1870s  to  the  late  1920s— only  a  few  dealers  handed  out  most  of  the  major 
rarities,  and  it  was  easier  to  keep  track  of  them.  In  the  present  era  coins  are 
much  more  widespread  in  their  distribution,  and  there  are  probably  a  couple 
hundred  dealers  or  more  who  handle  American  rarities,  most  of  whom  keep 
few  records  of  pedigrees.  In  summary,  the  1849  Small  Date  half  cent  with  large 
berries  may  be  rarer  than  presently  thought,  and  more  in  line  with  the 
Chapmans'  account  than  later  tabulations.  Our  guess:  Perhaps  a  dozen  are 
known.  .  .  The  status  of  this  issue  as  “Original”  or  “Restrike”  has  been  debated 
over  the  years.  We  invite  the  reader  to  review  Breen’s  comments  on  pages  426 
and  427  of  his  Half  Cent  Encyclopedia.  We  will  be  happy  to  forward  copies  of 
these  two  pages  upon  written  request  to  those  who  do  not  have  access  to  a  copy 
of  this  reference.  In  brief,  it  is  presumed  that  all  1849  Small  Date  half  cents  with 
the  large  berries  reverse  were  made  at  the  same  time.  It  is  not  known  for  certain 
whether  that  time  was  1849,  or  whether  it  was  later.  Further,  as  Breen  states  (p. 

427),  “Should  it  later  prove  that  all  of  them  were  made  in  1859  or  1860,  their 
status  would  not  affect  their  rarity  and  should  not  affect  their  value.  .  ." 

Variety  with  large  berries  in  wreath. 
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Large  Cents _ 

The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  that  the  offering  of  large 
coppei  cents  presented  herewith  includes  numerous  great 
rarities  and  high-condition  pieces,  a  truly  elegant  numismatic 
feast.  The  famous  1 793  is  represented  by  three  examples,  after 
which  is  found  a  simply  gorgeous  Mint  State  1794  “Apple 
Cheek,”  a  lovely  1794  S-29,  the  celebrated  1799  rarity,  the 
classic  and  ever-popular  1804,  and  others,  concluding  with  a 
pair  of  beautiful  Proofs  of  the  year  1856. 


Impressive  Proof-Only  1852  l/2tf 

Small  Berries 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

11  1852  Restrike.  B-2.  Rarity-5.  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  Warm  choco¬ 

late  brown  surfaces  with  delicate  violet  highlights.  All  of  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars  show  their  radials  and  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  features  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Variety  with  small  berries  and  doubled  NT  in  CENT. 
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March  5-7,  1998 

Baltimore,  MD 
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( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

12  1793  Chain  AMERICA.  Sheldon-2.  Rarity-4+.  VF-20  (PCGS).  In¬ 

termingled  ebony  and  golden  brown  toning.  Close  examination 
reveals  light  porosity  on  both  surfaces.  A  tiny  rim  bump  can  be 
seen  beneath  79  in  the  date. 

The  possession  of  a  Chain  AMERICA  cent  has  always  been  a 
badge  of  distinction  and,  of  course,  a  necessity  for  the  completion 
of  a  set  of  American  coins  by  design  types.  Most  known  examples 
are  in  lower  range,  from  Fair  to  Good  or  Very  Good.  Even  nice 
Fine  pieces  are  elusive,  and  at  the  VF-20  level  offered  here,  the  va¬ 
riety  is  more  elusive  yet. 

Dies  attributed  to  Henry  Voigt. 

This  is  one  of  several  varieties  of  the  1 793  Chain  cent,  first  placed  into  circu¬ 
lation  in  March  of  that  year.  Complaints  were  voiced,  including  the  suggestion 
that  Miss  Liberty  appeared  to  be  in  a  “fright,”  and  that  the  linked  chain  device 
on  the  reverse  (one  link  for  each  of  the  15  states)  was  "an  ill  omen  for  Liberty." 
The  format  was  changed  shortly  thereafter  to  what  we  now  know  as  the 
Wreath  style  (years  ago  called  the  “Palm  Leaf'  style— nomenclature  not  used 
today),  which  continued  in  effect  for  much  of  the  summer  of  the  year,  and  in¬ 
sulted  in  the  general  type  most  common  today.  Then  followed  the  Liberty  Cap 
cents  of  1793,  in  very  small  quantities. 


Desirable  1793  Chain  Cent 
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Important  1793  Wreath  Cent 


The  obverse  is  distinctive  as  having  a  horizontal  stem  at  the  top  of  the  little 
sprig.  This  is  slightly  curved  and  parallels  the  top  of  the  date  1793.  On  other 
obverses  of  this  year  the  stem  points  downward.  (This  same  obverse  was 
muled  with  two  other  reverses  to  create  S-9  and  NC-4). 

The  reverse  is  made  distinctive  by  the  position  of  the  upper  trefoil  on  the 
outside  of  the  left  branch  of  the  wreath,  it  being  located  under  the  first  T  of 
STATES.  The  bow  is  almost  triangular,  a  feature  readily  observable  at  quick 
glance,  and  seemingly  even  more  prominent  on  pieces  showing  light  wear  (the 
top  of  the  wreath  tends  to  be  flattened  and  makes  it  appear  larger).  The  bow  is 
positioned  high.  The  fraction  bar  is  long  and  touches  both  ribbon  ends.  S-8 
represents  the  only  use  of  this  reverse  die. 


13  1793  Wreath,  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-6.  Rarity-3.  VF-25.  The  ob¬ 

verse  has  orange-gold  and  blue  toning.  The  reverse  is  golden 
brown  with  blue  and  lilac-gray  highlights.  Some  mint-caused 
planchet  rifts  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck  and  the  field  to 
the  right,  and  an  obverse  rim  mark  is  noted  at  4:00. 

This  is  Sheldon's  Sprung  Die  obverse,  from  the  bulge  or  convexity  extending 
from  the  back  of  the  hair  to  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  described  as  having  a  small, 
heavy  bow. 

The  second  major  type  of  the  year,  the  so-called  Wreath  cent  is  far  removed 
in  appearance  and  diecutting  style  from  its  predecessor,  the  Chain  issue.  Miss 
Liberty  now  appears  in  exceedingly  high  relief  with  bold,  thick  hairstrands. 
The  wreath  on  the  reverse  is  overly  ornate,  with  sprays  of  berries. 

Dies  designed  by  Adam  Eckfeldt  and  possibly  cut  by  him,  but  this  is  not  cer¬ 
tain.  Eckfeldt  remained  at  the  Mint  for  a  long  time,  was  interested  in  numis¬ 
matics,  and  over  a  period  of  years  set  aside  interesting  specimens  for  what 
would  become  the  Mint  Cabinet  in  June  1838. 

Handsome  1793  Wreath  Cent 

Vine  and  Bars  Edge 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

14  1793  Wreath,  Vine  and  Bars  Edge.  S-8.  Rarity-3-.  EF-40  (PCGS). 

Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  noted  in  the 
protected  areas.  The  obverse  shows  excellent  centering.  The  re¬ 
verse  die  state  is  advanced  with  a  sharp  crack  transecting  the 
wreath.  An  excellent  candidate  for  a  type  set  or  for  a  specialized 
collection.  Quality  such  as  this  is  quite  elusive  on  today’s  market. 


Spectacular  1794  Sheldon-24 


Sheldon’s  “Apple  Cheek” 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

15  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-24.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  lus¬ 

trous  medium  brown  surfaces  exhibiting  full  cartwheel  lustre  and 
very  faint,  faded  traces  of  mint  red.  A  tiny  pit  mark  is  positioned 
above  the  letter  B  in  LIBERTY  and  a  few  other  extremely  minor, 
perhaps  microscopic,  defects  and  dents  are  noted  in  the  surfaces. 
These  provide  positive  pedigree  identification.  In  fact,  William 
Noyes,  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  Large  Cents,  Volume  1,  lists  this  coin  as 
fourth  finest  known. 

This  particular  example  was  struck  from  a  relatively  late  die  state 
only  slightly  earlier  than  the  wonderful  Eliasberg  specimen  which 
we  offered  in  1996.  The  obverse  crack  from  the  rim  right  of  the  4 
into  the  bust  and  past  Liberty’s  hair  is  visible,  however  the  die 
crack  does  not  completely  bisect  the  obverse  as  in  the  latest  die 
states.  We  are  delighted  to  offer  this  gem  example  for  bidding 
competition. 

NGC  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-65  BN). 

Dr.  Sheldon  popularized  the  name  “Apple  Cheek,"  a  name  which  his  father 
gave  to  this  variety.  Many  years  earlier,  Edward  Maris  suggested  the  name 
“Scarred  Head"  in  describing  this  variety.  His  nomenclature  referred  to  the 
voids  in  the  hair  detail  which  resulted  from  extensive  die  polishing.  Mans's 
early  work  on  the  1794  large  cent  series  was  published  in  two  editions  dated 
1869  and  1870. 


32 


1H)WERS  AND  MEREN.’ 


The  Rarities  Sale 


These  dies  may  have  been  the  work  ofjohn  Smith  Gardner,  utilizing  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Cap  motif  created  byjoseph  Wright  in  the  summer  of  1793  in  connection 
with  the  cent  (and  subsequently  adopted  for  the  half  cent  as  well).  By  the  time 
that  the  Sheldon-24  cent  was  coined,  Wright  had  passed  to  his  final  reward.  A 
few  biographical  notes  concerning  Wright  may  be  of  interest,  inasmuch  as  this 
motif  was  widely  used  in  this  era  and  is  so  popular  with  collectors  today. 

Joseph  Wright  was  also  believed  to  be  the  author  of  the  1792  eagle-on-globe 
quarter  dollar  pattern.  Wright,  born  on  July  16,  1756,  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
Wright,  Sr.,  and  Patience  Lowell  Wright,  the  latter  the  operator  of  a  wax  mu¬ 
seum.  Young  Wright  studied  art  and  painting  in  London  and  Paris.  In  his 
early  20s  he  maintained  a  studio  in  New  York  City  for  several  years.  Among  his 
patrons  were  General  and  Mrs.  George  Washington.  Wright’s  profile  of  Wash- 
ington,  1790,  was  taken  from  life  and  was  later  widely  reproduced  on  many 
medals,  engravings,  and  other  representations.  He  also  painted  Benjamin 
Franklin  and  John  Jay,  among  many  others. 

In  his  1778  work.J.F.  Loubat  commented  that  Wright’s  portrait  of  Washing¬ 
ton  was  the  best  medallic  profile  of  the  general  and  president.  Wright  also  cut 
the  dies  for  the  medal  presented  by  Congress  to  Major  Charles  Lee  for  the 
capture  of  Paulus  Hook  in  1775.  It  is  further  said  that  a  portrait  of  Washing¬ 
ton  painted  from  life  in  the  1780s  may  have  been  used  on  the  famous  Manly 
medal  issued  in  1790,  this  being  the  first  American  medal  bearing 
Washington’s  correct  likeness. 

W'right  created  the  dies  for  the  Liberty  Cap  cent  in  August  1793.  As  it 
turned  out,  this  was  his  last  significant  work,  for  on  September  12  or  13  he 
died  of  yellow  fever.  Robert  Scot  ascended  to  the  chief  engravership  and  sub¬ 
sequently  modified  Wright’s  design  for  use  on  many  other  dies  of  the  period. 

From  the  Allison  W.  Jackman  Collection ;  Henry  Chapman  June  1918, 
Lot  696;  Virgil  M.  Brand;  unknown  collectors;  R.E.  Naftzger,  Jr.;  A. 
Kosoff,  April  1956,  Lot  16;  Stack's;  Hollinbeck  Kagin  Coin  Company; 
1964  ANA  Sale,  Lot  43;  Hollinbeck  Kagin  Coin  Company ;  Kagin’s;  Del 
Bland;  Herman  Halpem;  Stack’s,  March  1988,  Lot  30;  R.E.  Naftzger, 
Jr.;  Early  American  Coppers  Sale,  April  1989,  Lot  22;  Anthony 
Terranova;  Gilbert  Steinberg;  Superior  Stamp  and  Coin,  October  1996, 
Lot  1563;  to  the  present  consignor. 

NGC  Photo  Proof  accompanies  the  lot. 

Memorable  AU  S-29  1794  Cent 

“Ornate”  Obverse 


16  1794  Head  of  ’94.  S-29.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pleasing  brown  surfaces 

with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  surviving  in  the  fields.  The 
impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  definition,  especially  the 
reverse. 

This  employs  what  Dr.  Edward  Maris  called  the  “Ornate”  ob- 
.  verse  (also  .used  on  S-28).  The  hairstrands  are  very'  finely  propor¬ 
tioned  and  nicely  separated. 

CQR  Condition  Census  (1997):  60-60-55-55-55-50-50. 

On  the  reverse  the  right  ribbon  end  and  also  the  R  of  AMERICA  have  long 
and  quite  distinctive  tails,  leading  to  quick  identification. 


Celebrated  1799  Cent 


17  1799  S-189.  F-12.  Intermingled  tan  and  iridescent  blue  surfaces.  A 

few  trivial  rim  bruises  can  be  seen.  The  1799  is  far  and  away  the 


most  celebrated  date  in  the  large  cent  series,  the  most  elusive,  and 
one  which,  when  encountered,  is  nearly  always  in  lower  grades. 

The  fame  of  this  particular  date  is  long  lasting,  and  in  the  last 
century  many  enterprising  dealers  in  Boston  (in  particular)  adver¬ 
tised  heavily  to  buy  this  date,  hoping  to  pursuade  the  public  to  dig 
out  coins  hidden  in  dresser  drawers,  chests,  and  other  places. 

Classic  1804  Cent 


18  1804  S-266B.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-35;  sharpness  of  EF-45.  Chocolate 

brown  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  tan  on  the  high  points.  The  re¬ 
verse  shows  excellent  centering.  A  tiny  planchet  lamination  flaw  is 
noted  at  the  obverse  rim  at  9:00.  Another  classic  rarity,  the  1804 
being  the  most  elusive  date  of  the  19th  century,  although  quite  a 
bit  more  available  than  the  1799  just  offered. 


Superb  1811  Cent  Rarity 

Sheldon-287,  Normal  Date 
Tied  for  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

19  1811  S-287.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  I  bis  incredibly  lovelv  specimen  is 

very  sharply  struck  and  quite  well  centered,  with  nicely  blended 
blue-green  and  golden  olive  on  the  obverse.  Substantial  mint  red  is 
visible  around  the  periphery  and  through  the  upper  devices;  the 
reverse  is  substantially  mint  red  with  lilac-brown  toning.  A  few  mi 
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nor  toning  spots  are  visible;  however,  the  surfaces  are  nearly  pris¬ 
tine.  This  is  one  of  the  more  attractive  Classic  Head  cents  we’ve 
had  the  privilege  to  offer  recently.  In  fact,  this  coin  is  nice  enough 
that  it  qualified  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  William  Noyes  reference  on 
earls  large  cents.  Based  on  the  Condition  Census  notes  provided 
to  the  cataloguer  of  this  particular  lot  (Mark  Borckardt)  by  Del 
Bland,  this  coin  is  tied  for  finest  known  honors.  William  Noyes 
lists  this  coin  as  tied  for  second  finest  known  with  a  coin  formerly 
owned  by  C.  Douglas  Smith.  We  are  delighted  to  present  this  su¬ 
perb  gem  1811  large  cent  for  bidding  competition. 

Struck  from  an  intermediate  die  state  with  tiny  rim  breaks  in  the 
dentils  at  stars  two  and  four.  All  of  the  star  details  are  bold  and  the 
stars  are  complete.  In  late  die  states,  examples  of  this  variety  are 
often  seen  with  the  stars  quite  flat.  As  a  point  of  reference,  this 
example  is  finer  than  a  similar  1811  large  cent  which  we  offered  in 
our  August  1996  Rarities  Sale.  That  piece,  also  graded  MS-65  RB 
by  PCGS,  is  listed  by  Del  Bland  as  fourth  finest  known  and  is  listed 
by  Noyes  as  second  finest  known.  This  is  clearly  the  finest  of  the 
two  examples  in  this  cataloguer’s  opinion. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  3:  1  finer  (MS-66).  For  the  entire  Classic  Head  de¬ 
sign  type,  PCGS  has  graded  six  examples  MS-65  RB,  two  MS-66  RB,  and  one 
MS-67  RB.  None  have  received  the  full  Red  designation  from  this  grading  ser¬ 
vice. 

First  offered  in  Stack's  sale  of  October  1978,  Lot  877;  Ed  Hipps;  R.E. 
Naftzger, Jr.;  Eric  Streiner;  Jay  Parrino;  to  the  present  consignor. 

NGC  Photo  Proof  accompan  ies  the  lot. 


20  1851  Newcomb-10.  MS-65  RD.  The  lower  stars  are  weak  as  are  the 

borders.  Full  mint  red  just  beginning  to  mellow  in  appearance. 
Lovely  surfaces  with  a  few  very  minor  spots. 

Although  this  variety  is  common,  even  in  Mint  State  preserva¬ 
tion,  very  few  are  likely  to  equal  this  specimen  for  aesthetic  appeal. 
From  our  Eliasberg  Collection  sale,  May  1996,  Lot  592. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Tradition 

We’ve  been  supplying  choice,  rare,  and  desirable 
coins  to  collectors,  museums,  dealers,  and  others  ever 
since  Dave  Bowers  began  his  dealership  back  in  1953. 
Along  the  way  we  have  handled  our  share— and  more— 
of  the  world’s  great  collections  and  rarities.  Thousands 
of  properties  have  come  our  way,  and  we’ve  helped  tens 
of  thousands,  probably  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  col¬ 
lectors  enrich  their  holdings.  If  you  are  a  past  Bowers 
and  Merena  client,  we  look  forward  to  having  you 
participate  in  this  sale  as  well.  If  you  are  new  to  us, 
welcome,  and  use  this  auction  as  an  ideal  way  to  get 
started. 


Extraordinary  1856  Large  Cent 

Scarce  Proof-Only  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

21  1856  Slanting  5.  N-5.  Rarity-4+.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  blaz¬ 

ing  red  surfaces  with  blushes  of  pink  and  blue.  Design  features  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined.  A  specimen  of  amazing  quality,  cer¬ 
tainly  one  of  the  finest  known,  without  doubt  Condition  Census. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  1;  none  finer. 

This  represents  the  first  year  in  which  Proof  copper  large  cents  were  distrib¬ 
uted  in  more  than  just  a  handful  quantity.  Most  probably  over  100  were  made. 
Many  have  disappeared  or  become  damaged  in  the  intervening  years,  with  the 
result  today  that  relatively  few  exist. 


Scarce  Proof-Only  1856  Variety 

Another  Opportunity 


22  1856  Slanting  5.  N-5.  Rarity-4+.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostlv  vivid 

blue  and  lilac  iridescence  with  some  wisps  of  fiery  mint  brilliance. 
Almost  all  design  features  are  sharp  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflec¬ 
tive.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  this  landmark  issue,  a  varietv 
that  is  seldom  seen.  The  fact  that  this  die  combination  was  not 
made  in  business  strike  form  lends  additional  appeal. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  6;  1!  linei  (Prooi  66  RB  finest,  ollcred  above  in 
Lot  21). 
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Small  Cents 


Fabulous  Proof  Flying  Eagle 
and  Indian  Cent  Collection 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  in  the  following  lots  a  splendid 
collection  of  Proof  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  many  of  which 
are  among  the  finest  available.  The  collection  was  painstakingly 
assembled  over  the  course  of  many  years,  with  a  view  to 
acquiring  examples  of  outstanding  quality.  The  collection  is 
complete  by  date,  missing  only  the  1858  Small  Letters  and  the 
1864-L.  Almost  all  are  certified  by  PCGS  and  NGC.  Our  senior 
numismatist,  Mark  Borckardt,  relates  that  the  consignor  experi¬ 


enced  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  assembling  his  collection. 

Among  the  Proof  highlights  are  an  1 856  Flying  Eagle  in  Proof- 
65,  an  1858  Large  Letters  in  Proof-66,  an  1859  in  Proof-66,  an 
1864  bronze  in  Proof-65  RD,  and  an  1877  in  Proof-65  Rl). 

The  same  collection  also  features  a  number  of  Mint  State 
delicacies  including  an  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  in  MS-64  RB 
and  an  1877  in  MS-65  RD. 

The  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cent  series  have  recently  en¬ 
joyed  a  “renaissance”  of  collector  interest.  This  has  largely 
resulted  from  the  publication  of  important  new  reference 
books  on  the  series  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  Kevin  Flynn,  Rick 
Snow,  and  Larry  Steve.  Longacre's  Ledger,  a  journal  of  the  Fly- 
In  Club,  has  also  done  its  share— and  more— to  advance  interest 
in  these  pieces. 


Classic  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Rarity 

Gorgeous  Gem  Proof 


(photo  enlarged,  to  twice  actual  size) 

23  1856  Flying  Eagle.  Snow-9.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with 

appealing  pink,  gold,  and  lilac  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  satiny  rather  than  mirrorlike.  A  very  appealing 
example  of  what  may  well  be  the  most  famous  of  all  American 
“popular”  rarities— a  highly  acclaimed,  long  appreciated  issue  that 
while  not  inexpensive,  is  still  within  the  reach  of  most  advanced 
collectors. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

The  variety  is  listed  as  P-218  andJ-180  in  the  Pollock  andjudd  references. 

By  the  early  1850s  the  Mint  concluded  that  the  large  copper  cent  was  un¬ 
wieldy  and  too  expensive  to  produce.  It  was  desired  to  produce  a  piece  of 
smaller  format,  and  various  experiments  were  conducted  early  in  the  decade, 
including  one  variety  of  pattern  cent  struck  using  the  obverse  of  an  1853  quar¬ 
ter  eagle  die,  and  another  pattern  cent  made  by  reducing  on  a  pantograph 
lathe  an  actpal  specimen  of  an  1854  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  to  create  the  ob¬ 
verse  die.  All  of  these  activities  make  interesting  reading  in  the  literature.  By 
1856  it  was  decided  to  use  a  new  alloy  of  88  parts  copper  and  12  parts  nickel, 
the  latter  metal  adding  a  light  color.  Known  as  copper-nickel  cents,  pieces 
were  made  with  a  weight  of  72  grains. 

New  designs  were  prepared  by  James  B.  Longacre.  For  the  obverse  he  sim¬ 
ply  copied  the  Flying  Eagle  motif  created  by  his  predecessor,  Christian 
Gobrecht,  in  1835-1836  for  use  on  the  silver  dollar.  The  reverse  was  also  a 
copy,  in  this  instance  of  Longacre’s  own  “agricultural  wreath”  used  earlier  (in 
1854)  on  the  new  style  gold  dollar  and  on  the  $3  piece. 

As  just  about  everyone  living  in  America  for  an  extended  period  of  time  had 
grown  up  with  the  large  copper  cents,  the  Mint  mounted  a  publicity  campaign 
to  acquaint  congressmen,  newspaper  editors,  and  others  of  influence  with  the 
new  format.  The  quantity  produced  for  this  purpose  was  not  recorded,  but 
seems  to  have  been  over  700  pieces. 


In  early  1857,  newspapers  carried  accounts  of  the  discontinuation  of  the 
large  copper  cent,  and  on  May  25  of  that  year  the  new  Flying  Eagle  cents  were 
placed  into  circulation.  These  bore  the  date  1857  and  were  of  the  same  design 
as  the  pattern  1856  cents.  Two  wooden  booths  were  set  up  in  the  yard  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint,  whereby  members  of  the  public  could  exchange  older 
United  States  coins  as  well  as  Spanish-American  silver  issues  for  the  new  Flying 
Eagle  cents,  these  being  put  up  in  cloth  bags  of  500  coins  each.  Almost  imme¬ 
diately  the  new  Flying  Eagle  cent  became  popular,  and  within  a  few  years  the 
old  copper  cents  were  scarce  in  circulation,  finally  disappearing  altogether.  As 
a  curious  sideline  on  the  situation,  many  pieces  migrated  north  of  the  border 
to  Canada  during  the  Civil  War,  where  by  1863-1864  they  were  a  glut  in  Cana¬ 
dian  commerce!  At  the  same  time,  they  were  not  seen  at  all  in  the  United 
States! 

The  transition  from  the  old  copper  cent  to  the  new,  small  copper-nickel  cent 
and  its  publicity  whetted  a  great  desire  for  the  pattern  pieces  dated  1856, 
which  were  soon  realized  as  having  significant  value.  By  1858-1859  such  pieces 
traded  for  50  cents  to  $1  each,  when  they  could  be  located.  While  today  in 
1997  that  does  not  sound  like  a  great  deal  of  money,  back  then  a  day’s  wages 
for  many  people  was  apt  to  be  about  $1. 

The  Mint,  sensing  a  numismatic  and  commercial  opportunity,  set  about  re¬ 
striking  1856  Flying  Eagle  cents,  this  being  done  on  an  open  basis  from  1857 
through  at  least  early  1859.  Director  James  Ross  Snowden,  himself  a  numisma¬ 
tist,  openly  acknowledged  that  the  Mint  was  restriking  patterns  and  certain 
earlier  coins  as  an  accommodation  for  collectors  and,  more  important,  as  trad¬ 
ing  stock  to  acquire  Washington  tokens  and  medals  for  the  Mint  Cabinet.  At 
the  time,  Washington  pieces  were  Snowden’s  prime  area  of  interest  (he  was  to 
write  a  book  on  the  subject  in  1861,  the  first  such  volume  to  reach  print). 

The  quantity  of  pieces  restruck  was  not  recorded,  as  Proofs  were  made  by 
the  Medal  Department  and  not  as  part  of  circulating  coinage.  Most  probably 
about  1,500  to  2,500  restrikes  were  made.  It  is  doubtful  if  any  more  than  that 
were  struck,  and  the  number  may  have  even  been  less.  Restrikes  were  given  a 
Proof  finish. 

Today  in  1997  an  easy  rule  of  thumb  is  that  worn  pieces  are  originals,  repre¬ 
senting  coins  made  for  publicity  purposes  in  1856,  but  carelessly  spent  in  later 
years.  Mint  State  coins  are  also  likely  to  be  originals.  On  the  other  hand, 
Proofs  are  nearly  all  restrikes.  The  difference  is  moot,  and  scarcelv  anyone 
pays  attention  outside  of  those  with  a  technical  turn  of  mind. 

As  the  years  passed,  the  fame  of  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  grew,  and  nu¬ 
merous  articles  were  written  about  it  in  The  Numismatist  and  elsewhere.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  the  1930s,  when  Wayte  Raymond  began  marketing  his  “National  al¬ 
bums  with  spaces  for  Flving  Eagle,  Indian,  and  Lincoln  cents,  interest  in  coin 
collecting  multiplied  many  fold.  While  nearly  all  small  cents  could  he  obtained 
rather  easily,  there  was  one  exception:  the  1856,  which  became  the  stumbling 
block.  As  an  object  of  great  desire,  its  fame  increased  even  further. 

Today,  the  ownership  of  an  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  a  very  enjoyable  experi¬ 
ence.  The  Eliasberg  Collection  coin,  sold  by  us  last  year  as  Lot  606  in  the  auc¬ 
tion  of  that  cabinet,  went  to  an  Ohio  gentleman,  who  was  so  pleased  with  his 
purchase  that  he  wrote  us  a  long  letter  after  returning  home  from  the  sale. 

Returning  to  the  present,  Lot  23  here  offered,  and  also  Lot  24.  give  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire  nice  examples  of  this  numismatic  landmark. 
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Another  Notable  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Choice  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1856  Flying  Eagle.  S-9.  Proof-63.  Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  is 
partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  brown  and  violet.  The  reverse  is 
brilliant  in  the  fields  with  a  hint  of  tan  on  the  high  points.  Another 
very  nice  example  of  this  famous  American  classic  rarity.  Worthy 
of  a  strong  bid. 

The  variety  is  listed  as  P-218  and  J- 180  in  the  Pollock  and  Judd  references. 


1857  Proof  Flying  Eagle  Cent  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

25  1857  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  just  a 

whisper  of  natural  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  nicely  reflective.  This  issue  is  exceedingly  rare  in  Proof 
format,  and  just  a  few  dozen  authentic  Proofs  are  known  to  exist. 
Sometimes  a  span  of  several  years  will  elapse  between  offerings  of 
a  specimen  of  this  quality. 

The  1857  Flying  Eagle  cent  is  rare  in  Proof  finish  as  in  that  year  most  collec¬ 
tors  and  dilettantes  (many  people  were  taking  up  the  casual  collecting  of  coins 
at  that  time)  were  happy  with  a  Mint  State  piece  taken  from  circulation.  Such 
pieces  were  plentiful  in  their  day.  To  acquire  one  from  the  Mint  would  have 
involved  correspondence  and  an  unknown  procedure,  as  it  was  not  until  1858 
that  Proofs  were  widely  distributed  to  the  general  public. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  small  circle  of  established  numismatists  who  ordered 
Proof  sets  from  the  Mint  probably  numbered  no  more  than  100  or  200  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces,  if  indeed  that  many.  Most  ordered  their  sets  early  in  the  year,  in 
January  and  February,  and  received  Proof  strikings  of  the  half  cent  and  old- 
style  copper  cent.  Proof  1857  Flying  Eagle  cents  were  not  available  until  that 
summer,  after  which  time  few  people  bothered  ordering  them. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1858  Cent 

Large  Letters 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

26  1858  Large  Letters.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  with  virtually 

all  design  features  defined  to  full  advantage.  The  frosty  motifs  con¬ 
trast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields,  especially  on  the  obverse. 

In  Proof  finish  the  1858  Large  Letters  cent  is  a  notable  rarity. 
Only  a  few  dozen  exist,  of  which  a  much  smaller  number  can  be 
classified  as  true  gems  in  a  league  with  that  offered  here.  For  the 
connoisseur  and  specialist,  this  is  one  of  the  most  significant  op¬ 
portunities  in  the  present  catalogue. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

From  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Floyd  T.  Starr  Collection. 


Another  1858  Proof  Rarity 

Large  Letters 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

27  1858  Large  Letters.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  sharp  and 

frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable  mirror  quality.  Both  sur¬ 
faces  are  orange-gold  and  pink  with  some  splashes  of  deeper  ton¬ 
ing.  Good  things  must  come  in  pairs,  for  here  is  another  example 
of  this  rarity— another  1858  Large  Letters  cent  in  the  elusive  Proof 
format.  Considering  the  countless  thousands  of  numismatists  who 
desire  Flying  Eagle  cents  by  date  sequence,  the  PCGS  population 
given  below  is  indeed  tiny. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  8  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 
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Gem  Proof  1859  Indian  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

28  1859  Proof-66  (NGC).  Blushes  of  pink  and  olive.  The  devices  are 

sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  nicely  reflective.  A  superb  Proof 
example  of  the  first  year  of  issue  of  this  format.  A  “find”  for  the 
advanced  specialist  in  the  Indian  cent  series  as  well  as  the  connois¬ 
seur  who  wishes  to  put  a  breathtakingly  beautiful  piece  in  his  or 
her  type  set.  Opportunity  is  the  key  word. 

NGC  Population:  10;  none  finer. 

Shortly  after  the  introduction  of  circulating  Flying  Eagle  cents  in  1857,  the 
Mint  found  that  the  design  was  difficult  to  strike  up  properly  in  the  coining 
press.  The  metal  requirements  of  the  dies  were  such  that  the  head  and  tail  of  the 
eagle,  being  opposite  in  the  dies  from  the  heavy  “agricultural  wreath”  on  the 
reverse,  caused  weakness.  There  simply  was  not  enough  metal  to  fill  the  recess 
for  the  Flying  Eagle  motif  on  the  obverse  and  that  for  the  wreath  on  the  reverse. 

Accordingly,  new  designs  were  made  up,  culminating  in  the  Indian  cent  as 
offered  here.  The  obverse  motif  was  made  smaller  and  was  confined  more  to 
the  center  of  the  coin.  The  reverse  wreath  was  lighter  and  more  shallow,  thus 
requiring  less  metal. 

The  designer  of  the  obverse  was  James  B.  Longacre,  who  in  1844  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  Christian  Gobrecht  as  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint.  It  seems  that 
Longacre  modified  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty  as  used  earlier  on  the  1849  $20 
and  elsewhere  (including  the  gold  dollar  of  the  same  date),  by  adding  a  feath¬ 
ered  headdress.  Never  mind  that  Miss  Liberty  was  female,  and  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  wore  such  feathered  headdresses  were  male.  The  resultant  motif  was 
quite  pleasing,  and  even  today  the  Indian  cent  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the 
most  charming  of  all  coin  designs.  The  reverse  laurel  wreath  was  probably  by 
Longacre,  but  could  have  been  by  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  As  it  turned  out,  this 
was  used  only  in  the  year  1859.  In  the  following  year,  1860,  it  was  replaced 
with  a  heavier  wreath  of  oak  with  a  shield  at  the  top,  thus  isolating  the  1859 
Indian  cent  as  the  only  year  of  its  type. 


Gem  Proof  1860  Cent 


29  1860  Rounded  Bust.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 

sharp  frosty  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  gem 
specimen  of  the  first  year  combining  the  Indian  obverse  with  the 
new  oak  wreath  and  shield  reverse.  Scarce  in  Proof  format.  An¬ 
other  find  for  the  connoisseur.  Ideal  for  a  type  collection  or  spe¬ 
cialized  set. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  none  finer. 


30  1861  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Most  design  features  display  full  definition 

including  the  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress.  Highly  ac- 
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claimed  due  to  its  related  low  business  strike  mintage,  the  smallest 
in  the  copper-nickel  Indian  cent  series  of  the  era.  Always  in  de¬ 
mand. 

PCGS  Population:  13;  7  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 


Blazing  Proof-66  1862  10 


31  1862  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  deeply 

frosted  cameos  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Definitely  one 
of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  Civil  War  date.  Worthy  of  a 
generous  bid. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 


Pleasing  1863  Cent 


32  1863  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  tan  iridescence  enhances  the  high 

points.  The  fields  are  brilliant. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Elias  berg  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  614,  there 
graded  Proof-64. 

Another  opportunity  to  acquire  a  really  beautiful  Proof  copper-nickel  In¬ 
dian  cent,  this  from  the  pivotal  year  of  the  Civil  War.  In  addition  to  whatever 
attributes  this  piece  may  have  for  inclusion  in  an  Indian  cent  set— and  the  at¬ 
tributes  of  quality  and  beauty  cannot  be  denied— the  date  is  worthy  of  further 
consideration  by  anyone  collecting  Civil  War  tokens,  as  most  of  the  latter  were 
made  this  year. 


Attractive  Gem  Proof  1864  10 

Copper-Nickel 


33  1864  copper-nickel.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices 

are  heavily  frosted  and  boldly  defined;  the  fields  are  blazing  mir¬ 
rors.  A  truly  outstanding,  indeed  fantastic  example  of  the  last  year 
of  the  copper-nickel  cent.  All  Proofs  are  scarce,  but  at  this  level  the 
piece  is  a  rarity. 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Rare  Proof  1864  Bronze 


Enticingly  Low  Mintage 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

34  1864  bronze.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Some  blushes  and  wisps  of 

pink  and  violet  enhance  the  obverse.  The  frosty  devices  contrast 
nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Another  truly  outstanding 
Proof.  The  Guide  Book  suggests  the  enticingly  low  mintage  of  just 
150  Proofs,  which,  if  true,  certainly  makes  it  a  major  rarity.  How¬ 
ever,  we  feel  the  number  struck  was  a  bit  more  than  that.  Still,  at 
this  gem  level  the  1864  bronze  cent  is  a  significant  coin,  one  the 
specialist  will  wish  to  compete  for  vigorously. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  4;  1  finer  (Proof-66  RD). 


Lustrous  1864  Cent 

L  on  Ribbon  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

35  1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  frosty. 

Both  surfaces  have  light  toning.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of  the 
better  known  varieties  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  this  variety  made 
later  in  the  year. 

NGC  Population  (RD):  10;  2  finer  (MS-66  RD  finest). 

The  L  on  the  ribbon  is  for  the  engraver,  James  B.  Longacre.  Interestingly 
and  somewhat  inexplicably,  coin  catalogues  did  make  note  of  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  L  initial  on  bronze  cents  until  several  decades  later.  However,  it 
seems  apparent  that  circa  1871  some  restrikes  of  Proof  1864-L  cents  were 
made,  signifying  that  at  least  an  inner  circle  of  collectors  was  aware  of  the  dis¬ 
tinction. 


two!  Your  copy  comes  with  a  money-back  guarantee:  use  it  for  30  days,  and  if 
you  don't  feel  it  is  everything  you  hoped  for,  and  more,  a  refund  will  be  given. 
Copies  are  also  available  from  local  and  regional  coin  dealers. 

37  1866  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Lightly  misted  with  delicate  blue  and 
violet  iridescence.  As  Larry  Steve  wrote  in  a  recent  issue  of 
Longacre's  Ledger,  the  gap  between  “RB”  and  “RD”  (red  and  brown 
as  opposed  to  red)  Indian  cents  is  closing.  Meanwhile  there  is  still 
a  tremendous  amount  of  value  in  carefully  selected  red  and  brown 
pieces,  in  our  opinion.  In  fact,  to  our  eyes,  many  red  and  brown 
pieces  are  more  visually  attractive  than  those  that  are  full  red. 

38  1867  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  90%  mint  red  with  some 
splashes  of  electric  blue.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  boldly 
and  deeply  struck. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  19;  1  finer  (Proof-66  RB). 

39  1868  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  50%  mint  red  with  blushes  of 
pink  and  blue. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  19;  2  finer  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 

40  1869  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  partially  blue  and  tan. 
The  reverse  is  almost  fully  red. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  14;  1  finer  (Proof-66  RD). 

41  1870  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  40%  mint  red  with  hints  of  blue 
and  violet  brown.  A  tiny  lint  mark  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
neck. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  16;  2  finer  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 


42  1871  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant.  The  reverse 

has  toning  at  the  center  with  wisps  of  fiery  brilliance  at  the  rim. 
This  date  joins  the  1872  as  one  of  the  classic  scarcities  in  the  early 
part  of  the  decade.  It  has  been  debated  over  time  which  is  the 
scarcer,  and  1871  seems  to  have  the  edge  slightly. 


43  1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Both  surfaces  exhibit  blushes  and 
splashes  of  blue  and  violet.  Centered  date,  as  always  seen  on 
Proofs.  A  splendid  example  of  this  famous  and  highly  desirable 
Indian  cent  issue. 

44  1873  Closed  3.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  almost  fully 
brilliant  with  a  delicate  nuance  of  tan  on  the  high  points.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  pale  violet  at  the  center  changing  to  fiery  red  at  the  bor¬ 
der. 


36  1865  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 

hints  of  blue.  The  reverse  is  brown  and  violet  with  wisps  of  fiery 
red.  A  pleasing  example  of  the  date  and  grade.  Not  easy  to  find,  es¬ 
pecially  in  view  of  the  intense  interest  in  the  series  which  has 
arisen  in  recent  years. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  7;  none  finer. 

Variety  with  Plain  5  in  date. 

If  you  do  not  already  have  a  ropy  of  this  book  in  your  library— and  it  bothers 
us  to  reali/e  that  some  people  haven’t  ordered  a  copy— we  urge  you  to  secure 
your  very  own  volume  of  Dave  Bowers’  book,  A  buyer's  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Hying  Ingle  and  Indian  (.nils  I  his  544-page  book  is  profusely  illustrated  and 
contains  enough  information  to  keep  you  reading  every  evening  for  a  week  or 
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1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  H 


Choice  Mint  State 
Incredible  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


45  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY.  S-l.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid 

piece,  indeed  superb,  offering  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown  on  the 
obverse,  primarily  red.  The  reverse  is  also  red  and  brown,  but  with 
brown  dominating.  On  the  headband  the  word  LIBERTY  is 
sharply  doubled  from  beginning  to  end,  creating  a  rarity  that  has 
been  highly  acclaimed  and  widely  appreciated  over  a  long  period 
of  time.  Indeed,  this  particular  variety  is  one  of  the  cynosures  in 
the  Indian  cent  series.  When  Richard  Snow  wrote  his  excellent 
monograph  on  the  series  a  few  years  ago,  he  selected  an  1873 
Doubled  LIBERTY  as  the  “cover  coin.” 

In  Q.  David  Bowers’  1995  book,  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  pages  338-339,  a  detailed  discus¬ 
sion  is  given  of  this  particular  issue.  It  was  noted  that  in  autumn 
1995,  Jerry  Wysong  reported  that  102  examples  of  this  issue  had 
been  identified.  Nearly  all  were  well  circulated,  with  just  1 1  in  Mint 
State,  the  highest  being  a  single  MS-65.  No  specimen  in  any  grade 
is  known  today  with  more  than  50%  original  mint  red.  Richard 
Snow  calls  this  “The  King  of  Indian  Head  Cents.”  It  is  listed  as  No. 
1  among  the  top  20  most  popular  of  all  unusual  Indian  cent  variet¬ 
ies,  by  Larry  R.  Steve  and  Kevin  J.  Flynn  in  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian 
Cent  Die  Varieties.  Fivaz-Stanton  1C-009.  FND-001.  This  variety  was 
first  published  in  the  October  1958  issue  of  Empire  Topics  (pub¬ 
lished  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  James  F.  Ruddy  trading  as  Empire 
Coin  Co.)  in  an  article,  “Blundered  Dies  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coin¬ 
age,”  by  Walter  Breen.  At  that  time  just  one  specimen  was  known. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  1;  1  finer  (MS-65  RB). 


1873  Doubled  LIBERTY  U 


red.  An  incredible  coin  in  its  own  right,  one  that  will  doubtless  at- 
tiact  wide  attention  among  enthusiasts  in  the  Indian  cent  series. 
Another  truly  marvelous  opportunity. 

1874  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant,  the  obverse  mostly 
so,  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  blue  and  violet. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  16;  2  finer  (Proof-67  RB  finest). 


48  1875  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Blushes  of  orange-gold  and  sea  green 

complement  the  mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  A  pleasing  example  of 
this  issue  from  the  1870s. 

NGC  Population  (RB):  15;  2  finer  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 

Blazing  1876  Cent 


49  1876  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  having  sharp  cameo 

devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  15;  3  finer  (Proof-66  RD  finest). 

In  this  year  the  Centennial  Exhibition  was  held  in  Fairmount  Park  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  Mint  had  been  invited  to  exhibit  its  collection  there,  but  de¬ 
clined,  suggesting  that  fairgoers  could  do  just  as  well  by  visiting  the  Mint  itself, 
where  such  pieces  were  on  display  in  glass-fronted  wooden  cabinets.  Appar¬ 
ently  in  anticipation  of  a  larger  than  usual  demand  for  Proof  coins  as  souve¬ 
nirs,  more  silver  Proofs  were  produced  this  year  than  in  the  years  immediately 
preceding  and  following.  The  number  of  Proof  Indian  cents  is  not  recorded— 
or  if  it  was,  is  not  known  today— the  earliest  production  figures  being  known 
for  the  year  1878.  However,  it  can  be  assumed  that  Proof  1876  Indian  cents 
were  made  in  slightly  larger  numbers  than  those  dated  1875  or  1877. 


Gem  Proof  1877  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

50  1877  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  A  delightful  gem  having  sharp  frosty 

devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Almost  fully  brilliant  surfaces 
with  just  a  whisper  of  pale  violet  iridescence.  A  splendid  example 
of  the  key  Philadelphia  Mint  issue  in  the  Indian  cent  series,  a  date 
that  is  in  perennial  demand. 

NGC  Population  (RD):  7;  2  finer  (Proof-66  RD  finest). 

A  similar  coin  was  illustrated  in  color  on  the  cover  of  Dave  Bowers'  book,  A 
Buyer's  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 


46  1873  Doubled  LIBERTY.  S-l  as  preceding.  AU-50.  A  pleasing 

specimen  with  light  brown  lustrous  surfaces,  with  a  few  tinges  of 
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Mint  State  1877  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

51  1877  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  toning  in 

the  field  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head  and  within  the  wreath  on  the 
reverse.  The  majority  of  design  features  are  sharp  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  some  feather  tips  in  Miss  Liberty’s  headdress.  If  anything, 
pieces  at  the  MS-65  level  are  more  elusive  than  those  graded  Proof- 
65.  At  the  time,  numismatists  collecting  date  sets  acquired  Proofs, 
and  business  strikes  were  widely  ignored.  Later,  when  they  became 
appreciated,  it  was  realized  that  they  were  very  difficult  to  find. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  16;  2  finer  (MS-66  RD  finest). 


58 

59 


60 


61 


52  1878  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  tan 

and  blue  on  the  high  points.  The  reverse  has  vivid  blue  iridescence  ^2 

at  the  center  changing  to  pink  peripherally. 

63 

64 


1884  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  Sharply  struck.  Both  surfaces  have  tan 
toning,  more  prominent  on  the  reverse. 


1885  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  pink 
and  greenish  gold  iridescent  highlights.  This  year  is  generally  re¬ 
garded  as  the  most  desirable  date  of  the  decade,  for  related  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made  in  the  lowest  quantity. 


1886  Variety  I.  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Navy  blue  ornaments  the 
high  points.  Blushes  of  pink  enhance  the  fields. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  17;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RB). 

For  many  decades  the  differences  between  the  Type  I  and  Type  II  (“Variety 
I”  and  "Variety  II”  would  be  better  nomenclature)  were  not  widely  recognized. 
The  first  mention  we  know  of  in  print  was  the  comment  of  James  Reynolds,  of 
Flint,  Michigan,  in  the  June  1949  issue  of  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  a 
publication  which  at  the  time  led  the  entire  coin  collecting  hobby  and  was  the 
primary  print  venue  for  commercial  activities.  Today  Type  I  Proofs  are  consid¬ 
ered  slightly  more  available  than  Type  IIs,  simply  because  they  were  made  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  year  during  the  season  when  most  collectors  ordered  their  sets. 


1886  Variety  II.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  About  40%  brilliant  with 
blushes  of  pink  and  blue. 

1887  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Warm  blue  and  violet  iridescence  with 
wisps  of  mint  brilliance  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the 
rims. 


1888  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Vivid  rainbow  toning  with  some  mint 
brilliance  surviving  on  the  obverse. 

1889  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  40%  mint  red  with  vivid  blue 
and  violet. 


53  1879  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing,  fully  brilliant  gem  with  virtu¬ 
ally  all  design  features  defined  to  full  advantage. 

As  an  introduction  to  the  Proof  series  of  Indian  cents,  we  have  long  recom¬ 
mended  that  assembling  a  “short  set”  from  1879  to  1909  is  a  nice  way  to  go. 
There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this  range,  and  all  dates  are  available  at  what 
seem  to  be  reasonable  prices.  Curiously,  mintages  were  highest  in  the  1880s, 
declining  sharply  in  the  1890s,  and  touching  a  low  in  1907.  Moreover,  when 
certain  caches  of  Proofs  were  distributed  in  later  years— the  holdings  of  J. 
Colvin  Randall,  David  Proskey,  et  al.—  quantities  remained  of  dates  in  the 
1880s,  but  much  fewer  for  later  years.  In  1997  the  marketplace  does  not  recog¬ 
nize  the  true  difference  in  rarity,  with  the  result  that  low-mintage  issues  can  be 
obtained  for  little  more  than  high-mintage  ones. 

54  1880  Proof-66  RB  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  faint  pink  and  violet  irides¬ 
cence  ornament  both  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population  (RB):  6;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RB). 

55  1881  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  pleasing  blue  and 
violet  at  the  centers. 


65  1890  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Blue  and  violet  toning  can  be  seen  at 
the  centers.  Mint  red  enhances  the  borders. 

66  1891  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  is  brilliant. 
The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  changing  to  pink  peripherally. 


67  1892  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Predominately  blazing  red  surfaces 
with  hints  of  tan. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  9;  2  finer  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 

68  1893  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  borders  with  pink 
and  blue  iridescence  at  the  centers. 

NGC  Population  (RB):  14;  2  finer  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 

69  1894  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  Just  beginning  to  fade  to  tan.  The  1894 
is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  better  dates  of  the  decade,  due  to 
the  related  low  business  strike  mintage. 


56  1882  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Tan  and  violet  iridescence  on  mostly 
brilliant  surfaces.  The  frosty  cameo  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
mirror  fields. 

57  1883  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  Boldly  struck  with  blushes  and  splashes 
of  blue  and  violet. 


70  1895  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  tan 
on  the  high  points.  The  reverse  is  predominantly  violet. 

71  1896  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Essentially  violet  surfaces  with  blazing 
brilliance  at  the  center  of  the  reverse. 

NGC  Population  (RB):  4;  none  finer. 

The  intending  bidder  would  do  well  to  consult  a  copy  ol  A  (Snide  Hook  of 
United  States  Coins  for  the  mintages  of  Proofs  in  tins  eta.  In  the  seat  1896  the 


40 


BOWERS  AND  Ml.  REN  A. 


The  Rarities  Sale 


production  dipped  to  just  1,862  pieces,  the  smallest  number  since  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  records  beginning  in  1878.  At  the  time  there  was  a  general  malaise  in 
the  coin  hobby,  and  during  this  period  the  continued  existence  of  the  newly- 
formed  (1891)  American  Numismatic  Association  was  in  serious  doubt.  While 
the  1870s  and  1880s  could  be  called  a  golden  era  for  coin  collecting— an  age  of 
discovery,  enlightenment,  and  enthusiasm— by  the  late  1890s  the  momentum 
had  wound  down.  This  no  doubt  is  responsible  in  large  part  for  reduced  mint¬ 
ages  of  Indian  cents  and  other  Proofs  for  the  ensuing  decade  and  more. 

In  time,  the  popularity  of  Augustus  G.  Heaton’s  1893  treatise,  Mint  Marks, 
took  hold,  and  a  new  discipline  added  interest  to  the  hobby. 

In  1909  the  advent  of  the  Lincoln  cent  (on  August  1  of  that  year)  gave  the 
hobby  great  impetus  among  the  general  American  population.  However,  in 
the  numismatic  community  there  were  still  a  number  of  dissatisfactions,  pri¬ 
marily  including  general  dislike  for  the  Matte  Proof  finish  being  used  at  the 
Mint  for  certain  series.  At  the  risk  of  using  up  too  much  catalogue  space  we’ll 
conclude  the  historical  commentary.  The  point  is  that  certain  Proof  Indian 
cents  and  other  issues  of  the  1890s  and  first  decade  of  the  20th  century  are 
quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  generally  known. 


78  1903  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  gem  having  sharp  satiny  de¬ 

vices  and  glittering  mirror  fields. 

Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1904  Cent 


79  1904  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  fully  brilliant.  The  re¬ 

verse  exhibits  tan  toning  on  the  high  points. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  1;  none  finer. 


72  1897  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of  blue 

on  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait. 

NGC  Population  (RD):  7;  2  finer  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 


73  1898  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely 

complement  the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  9;  7  finer  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 


80  1905  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse 

has  golden  brown  and  charcoal  gray  toning. 


81  1906  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  wisps  of  orange-gold 

at  the  borders.  The  reverse  exhibits  intermingled  sea  green  and 
pink  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  8;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RD). 


74  1899  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  vio¬ 
let  and  sea  green  peripherally. 

75  1900  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  The  sharp  cameo  devices  nicely 
complement  the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1901  Cent 


76  1901  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  is  almost 

fully  brilliant  with  blue  toning  by  the  date.  The  reverse  displays 
green-gold  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  5;  none  finer. 


77  1902  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Almost  wholly  tan  and  violet  despite 

the  “RD”  designation  on  the  holder. 


82 


83 


84 


1907  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Blushes  of  pink  complement  both  sur¬ 
faces. 

NGC  Population  (RB):  5;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RB). 

The  Proof  1907  cent  has  a  mintage  of  just  1,475  pieces,  the  lowest  recorded 
figure  since  records  were  made  available  (beginning  in  1878).  A  few  years  ago 
the  late  John  Jay  Pittman  spent  several  years  trying  to  find  a  nice  Proof  of  this 
date.  Those  who  knew  John  will  remember  that  more  than  just  about  any  ama¬ 
teur  (non-dealer)  on  the  American  scenejohn  went  to  a  lot  of  conventions  and 
visited  a  lot  of  dealers.  Finally  he  obtained  a  1907,  but  it  wasn’t  easy  to  do  so. 
Today,  this  date  is  viewed  nonchalantly  along  with  others  of  this  era.  However, 
the  connoisseur  will  experience  a  challenge  in  seeking  pieces  of  high  quality 


1908  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  brilliant  gem  having  sharp 
design  elements  and  pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  7;  none  finer. 


1908-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  The  final  A  in 
AMERICA  and  some  of  the  feather  tips  show  some  striking  soft¬ 
ness,  but  most  other  design  features  are  sharp.  A  notable  example 
of  the  very  first  San  Francisco  Mint  coin  of  this  denomination. 

NGC  Population  (RD):  15;  none  finer. 

To  accommodate  the  new  cent  denomination  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in¬ 
stalled  two  more  presses.  The  first  Indian  cents  were  delivered  on  Novembet 
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7,  1908.  Subsequently,  an  example  of  the  1908-S  was  added  to  the  Mint  Collec¬ 
tion  in  Philadelphia.  I'p  to  that  time  the  collection  had  not  been  particularly 
concerned  with  minimark  varieties,  and  concentrated  nearly  entirely  on  ac¬ 
quiring  one  coin  of  each  date. 

Prior  to  this  time,  one-cent  pieces  had  not  been  widely  used  in  the  American 
West.  Emphasis  was  on  silver  and,  to  a  lesser  extent,  gold.  Going  back  several 
decades,  the  smallest  American  coins  generally  seen  in  circulation  were  the  sil 
ver  three-cent  piece  and,  particularly,  the  silver  half  dime. 


1909  Indian.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing,  brilliant  gem  exhib¬ 
iting  just  a  whisper  of  pink  iridescence.  Last  year  of  coinage  of  the 
series. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  12;  none  finer. 

1909  represented  the  first  year  that  the  date  was  incorporated  into  the  mas¬ 
ter  die,  rather  than  being  punched  via  a  four-digit  logotype  into  the  working 
die. 


1909-S  Indian.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  essentially  brilliant, 
just  beginning  to  fade  to  tan.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be 
seen  at  the  tips  of  the  first  three  feathers.  Always  a  popular  issue  in 
the  series  due  to  its  remarkably  low  mintage. 


Impressive  1909  V.D.B.  10 


1909  V.D.B.  Matte  Proof-64  RD  (PCGS).  The  design  features  are 
sharp  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  The  number  of  Matte  Proofs  struck 
is  not  known  with  certainty.  For  many  years  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  has  suggested  420,  but  more  recently  Kevin 
Flynn,  for  one,  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  number  was  sig¬ 
nificantly  higher.  Still,  in  our  experience  the  1909  V.D.B.  Proof  is 
the  scarcest  Proof  issue  of  its  era.  The  entire  matter  is  somewhat 
confounded  by  many  sharp  business  strikes  having  been  offered  as 
Proofs  over  the  years. 

1909  \  D.B.  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  mostly  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  natural  iridescence. 


Spectacular  1909-S  V.D.B.  10 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  almost  fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  some  hints  of  violet  on  the  reverse. 


90  1909  Lincoln.  Matte  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  strike  ex¬ 
hibiting  blushes  of  intense  blue  and  maroon. 

91  1909  Lincoln.  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Hints  of  pale  olive  green,  lilac- 
gray,  and  pink  complement  the  lustrous  surfaces. 

92  1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  blazing,  lustrous 
gem  example.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined. 

93  1912  Matte  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  about  50%  red 
with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  The  reverse  is  mostly  toned  with 
wisps  of  fiery  red  at  the  borders. 


Memorable  1914-D  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

94  1914-D  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Magnification 

reveals  a  few  trivial  flecks.  A  memorable  specimen  of  gem  quality, 
a  landmark  at  this  level  in  the  Lincoln  cent  series.  Traditionally  a 
really  nice  1914-D  cent  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult  Lincoln 
cent  issues  to  obtain. 

High-Grade  1922  Plain  10 


95  1922  Plain.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  pale 

navy  blue  highlights. 

Described  on  the  PCGS  holder  as  having  the  “strong  reverse." 

This  and  related  pieces  were  struck  at  the  Denver  Mint.  The  obverse  die  de¬ 
teriorated  over  a  period  of  time,  and  in  combination  with  light  striking,  pro¬ 
duced  what  to  all  intents  and  purposes  appeared  as  a  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
to  the  casual  observer.  This  is  an  interesting  instance  in  American  numismat¬ 
ics  in  which  a  coin  poorly  struck  from  a  defective  die  is  worth  much  more  than 
a  sharply  struck  piece  from  the  same  die! 


Quality  1955  Doubled  Die  10 


96  1955  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Frostv  and  almost 

fully  brilliant  with  some  hints  of  violet.  An  exceptional  example  of 
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an  issue  which  is  rarely  seen  at  this  grade  level.  When  Mint  State 
pieces  are  encountered,  they  are  apt  to  be  MS-60  through  or  MS- 
63,  mostly  red  and  brown  or  full  brown.  Not  one  in  a  100  1955 
Doubled  Die  cents  existing  today  can  match  the  presently  offered 
piece. 

The  writer  recalls  being  one  of  the  first  in  the  market  for  the  1955  Doubled 
Die  cent.  Shortly  after  they  were  released,  James  F.  Ruddy  (who  later  joined 
Dave  Bowers  to  form  the  Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc.,  on  April  15.  1958) 
sought  to  buy  as  many  as  he  could  locate  at  his  office  in  Johnson  City,  New 
York.  He  bought  several  dozen  pieces  from  the  public— local  citizens  had  been 
alerted  to  the  oddity.  As  it  turned  out,  this  particular  section  of  New  York 
State  was  one  of  a  few  places  w  here  the  Federal  Reserve  had  issued  the  pieces. 
Fearful  of  accumulating  too  many  coins,  Jim  Ruddy  soon  stopped  buying 
them!  Later,  the  variety  caught  on  with  collectors,  following  publicity  in  Numis¬ 
matic  News  and  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine.  By  1958  a  choice  piece  was 
worth  the  best  part  of  a  $10  bill.  Empire  Coin  Company  became  very  active  in 
the  market,  and  advertised  widely  to  buy  them.  At  one  time  about  800  had 
been  accumulated,  all  mounted  in  large-size  Raymond  “National”  album 
pages.  Most  pieces  were  in  what  we  would  call  EF,  AU,  or  MS-60  grade  today. 
Truly  bright,  high-grade  Mint  State  pieces  were  rare  at  the  outset. 

Although  precise  figures  were  never  known,  it  was  estimated  that  about 
24,000  pieces  had  been  struck  of  the  1955  Doubled  Die  cent.  These  were  all 
from  one  pair  of  dies  on  one  press.  The  output  from  multiple  presses  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  was  mixed  together  in  bins,  bagged,  and  shipped  to  destina¬ 
tions,  particularly  in  the  Boston  area,  in  western  Massachusetts,  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Tier  (Johnson  City  and  Binghamton  area)  of  New  York  State.  Despite  ru¬ 
mors  and  claims  to  the  contrary,  there  never  was  such  a  thing  as  an  original 
bank-wrapped  roll  of  these  pieces,  simply  because  they  were  mixed  in  with 
other  coins  of  like  date  from  other  dies,  but  not  with  the  Doubled  Die  feature. 

In  early  times  the  nomenclature  for  this  variety  was  not  standardized.  Some 
such  as  Numismatic  News  called  it  the  “Shift”  cent.  It  was  probably  Kenneth  E. 
Bressett  who  standardized  the  term  as  Doubled  Die  (Bressett,  editor  of  the 
Guide  Book,  contributed  many  other  terms  which  we  now  take  for  granted). 

97  1972  Doubled  Die  obverse.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  brilliant. 

ilLVER  THREE-CENT  PIECES 

The  following  offering  of  silver  three-cent  pieces,  or  trimes  (as 
le  Treasury  Department  was  fond  of  calling  them),  includes 
number  of  notable  pieces.  The  connoisseur  will  have  a  good 
me  considering  the  possibilities  ahead! 


Pleasing  1863  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

101  1863  MS-65.  A  lovely  gem  having  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields. 

The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with  concentric  bands  of  vivid 
golden  brown,  maroon,  and  electric  blue  peripherally.  A  piece 
which  combines  high  quality  and  high  technical  grade,  a  winner  in 
every  sense.  And,  it  is  a  rare  date  as  well. 

Superb  Gem  1865  Trime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

102  1865  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  intermingled  blue 
and  violet  highlights.  Most  design  features  show  bold  definition 
save  for  a  few  of  the  reverse  stars.  A  superb  gem  specimen  of  this 
scarce  Civil  War  date.  Few  equal  pieces  can  be  found  anywhere. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer. 

103  1866  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  vivid  or¬ 
ange-gold  and  electric  blue.  Magnification  reveals  a  tiny  planchet 
flaw  by  the  second  S  in  STATES.  Rare  in  all  grade  levels. 


98 


99 


1855  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  brown  surfaces  with  hints  of 
charcoal  gray  and  navy  blue.  Traditionally  this  has  been  consid¬ 
ered  the  scarcest  date  of  the  Type  II  design  (1854-1858)  and,  curi¬ 
ously,  one  of  the  dates  that  comes  better  struck. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1856  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  Delicately  toned  in  pearl  gray 
and  pale  gold.  Softly  struck  at  the  1  in  the  date.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men  of  a  true  rarity  at  this  Mint  State  level,  although  such  pieces 
are  not  subject  to  much  notice  in  print.  Virtually  to  a  coin,  trimes 
of  this  date  are  lightly  struck  in  one  area  or  another.  This  is  par  for 
the  course  and  should  not  be  viewed  as  a  negative,  especially  when 
it  is  realized  that  published  reports  listing  values  of  this  date  are 
for  pieces  that  are  lightly  struck. 


100  1862  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  obverse  exhibits  intermingled  golden 

brown  and  blue-green  toning.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  gray. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

104  1867  Proof-65  (PCGS).  The  obverse  exhibits  intermingled  golden 

gray  and  sea  green  toning.  The  reverse  has  delicate  jade  green  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  center  changing  to  navy  blue  and  violet  at  the  bor¬ 
der.  Another  rare  and  highly  prized  date,  as  are  all  silver  three-cent 
pieces  of  this  era. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

105  1868  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  blue,  gold,  lilac,  and  sea  green 

toning.  Still  another  highly  prized  rarity. 
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I  10 


1869  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  toning  with  vivid  pink  and  blue 
iridescent  highlights.  A  key  date  by  any  reckoning. 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Mottled  pink  and  blue  toning.  Both  surfaces 
are  prooflike,  but  not  described  as  such  on  the  holder.  The  ob¬ 
verse,  in  particular,  shows  pronounced  cameo  contrast.  In  busi¬ 
ness  strike  form  the  1869  is  several  multiples  rarer  than  in  Proof 
format.  Only  4,500  business  strikes  were  produced,  and  most 
(probably  nearly  all)  went  to  the  melting  pot  in  1873  when  the  de¬ 
nomination  was  abolished.  On  the  other  hand,  Proofs  were  made 
especially  for  collectors  and  were  deliberately  saved.  For  many 
years  numismatists  ignored  high-grade  business  strikes,  selecting 
Proofs.  There  were,  however,  a  number  of  exceptions,  perhaps  the 
best  known  being  F.C.C.  Boyd,  who  was  among  the  first  to  realize 
that  business  strikes  and  Proofs  are  different  from  each  other,  and 
collectible  as  such.  Today,  it  is  realized  that  certain  varieties  that 
are  plentiful  in  Proof  finish  are  great  rarities  in  high  levels  of  Mint 
State! 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  vivid  blue  and  vio¬ 
let  iridescent  highlights.  A  splendid  example  of  this  scarce  date. 
Just  960  Proofs  were  minted,  constituting  nearly  all  of  the  available 
supply  today,  business  strikes  being  essentially  non-existent. 

1872  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  obverse  exhibits  intermingled  rosy 
gold  and  pewter  gray  iridescence.  The  reverse  has  gold  and  violet 
at  the  center  changing  to  electric  blue  peripherally.  Another 
highly  prized  date.  The  mintage  consists  of  950  Proofs  plus  1,000 
business  strikes.  Today,  perhaps  500  or  so  Proofs  remain  and  only 
a  few  dozen  business  strikes.  A  key  coin  from  any  perspective. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1873  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  a  mist¬ 
ing  of  golden  brown  and  blue.  The  reverse  has  violet-brown  at  the 
center  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  border. 

With  a  mintage  of  just  600  pieces,  the  1873  trime  has  the  lowest  production 
figure  of  any  coin  of  the  denomination.  Indeed,  it  is  one  of  relatively  few  1 9th- 
rentury  United  States  coins  of  which  fewer  than  1,000  pieces  were  minted. 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 

111  1912  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Delicate  pink,  gold,  and  lilac  toning.  A  spot 

can  be  seen  between  the  third  and  fourth  obverse  stars  and  is  men¬ 
tioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  Last  readily  collectible  date  of  the  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  series. 


Rare  1916  Doubled  Die  50 


Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

112  1916  Doubled  Die  obverse.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  surfaces 

with  considerable  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields. 
The  overdate  feature  is  sharply  defined  on  this  example.  Ever  since 
this  piece  has  been  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  the 
demand  for  it  has  been  extensive.  Overlooked  and,  indeed,  un¬ 
known  until  recent  decades,  the  issue  was  not  saved  in  high  grades. 
When  found,  a  typical  1916  Doubled  Die  is  apt  to  be  very  worn.  The 
presently  offered  piece  ranks  as  one  of  the  very  finest  known  and 
will  be  a  landmark  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 


Choice  AU  1918/7-D  Nickel 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

113  1918/7-D  Overdate.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Medium  gtav  surfaces  with 

pleasing  golden  brown  and  lilac  highlights.  Most  of  the  original 


44 


BOWERS  AND  MKRENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  The  overdate  feature  is 
clearly  defined. 

This  variety  was  first  recognized  in  the  1930s.  The  initial  announcement  is 
believed  to  have  been  made  by  Syracuse,  N.Y.  dealer  Barney  Bluestone  in  his 
sale  of  October  24,  1931.  Collector  recognition  and  appreciation  was  slow  in 
coming  and  did  not  occur  in  a  wide  sense  until  the  1940s.  By  this  time  high- 
grade  pieces  were  few  and  far  between,  and  most  obtained  for  collections 
were  taken  out  of  circulation.  The  typical  grade  encountered  is  well  worn,  VG 
to  Fine  being  about  the  norm.  Coins  at  the  EF  level  are  very  scarce.  At  the 
Choice  AU  level  as  offered  here  the  variety  is  a  rarity,  and  in  Mint  State  it  is 
rarer  still. 


Spectacular  1925-S  Nickel 


Tied  as  Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1 14  1925-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lovely  lustrous  gem  warmly  toned  in  inter¬ 

mingled  orange-gold,  lilac,  and  violet.  Most  of  the  design  details  of 
the  bison’s  head  and  back  are  sharp.  This  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  elusive  of  all  Buffalo  nickel  date  and  mintmark  varieties 
in  higher  grades.  The  present  coin  will  undoubtedly  attract  wide 
attention  among  specialists  and  connoisseurs. 

NGC  Population:  10;  none  finer. 


Satiny  1925-S  Nickel 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

115  1925-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intermingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  irides¬ 

cence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Another  high-grade  example  of  this  elu¬ 
sive  issue. 


Fax  Us! 

Fax  us  your  bid  sheet.  It  will  save  time  and  effort  on 
your  part.  And,  when  it  comes  to  a  tie  bid,  the  bid  sheet 
that  arrives  first  wins  the  lot!  Your  bid  can  be  just  a  “phone 
call”  away.  Fax  your  bid  sheet  to  us  at  (603)  569-5319. 


Lustrous  1937-D  3-Legged 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1 16  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  Medium  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  delicate  golden  highlights. 

This  variety  was  caused  by  the  resurfacing  of  a  die  at  the  Denver  Mint.  In  the 
process  one  of  the  forelegs  was  removed.  Most  specimens  known  today  are 
worn,  with  VF  being  about  par.  AU  pieces  are  scarce,  and  fully  Mint  State 
pieces  are  quite  rare,  especially  at  the  MS-64  level  offered  here. 


HALF  DIMES 

A  small  but  impressive  group  of  early  half  dimes  follows, 
beginning  with  the  classic  1792  issue. 


Classic  1792  Half  Disme 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

117  1792  half  disme.  Pollock-7,  Judd-7.  Silver.  Diagonally  reeded 

edge.  Rarity-3.  VG-8  (NGC).  Charcoal  gray  surfaces  with  hints  of 
lilac  iridescence  on  the  high  points.  Softly  defined  at  STATES  OF 
AM.  Magnification  reveals  some  fine  hairline  scratches  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  A  splendid  specimen  of  what  is  generally  acknowledged  as 
the  first  federal  silver  coin. 

The  story  of  the  1 792  silver  half  disme  is  an  interesting  one.  Over  the  years  a 
number  of  prominent  numismatists  have  suggested  that  this  be  removed  from 
the  category  of  patterns  and  be  incorporated  into  the  listing  of  regular  federal 
issues.  A  case  for  this  was  made  by  Harold  P.  Newlin  in  his  1883  work,  A  Clas¬ 
sification  of  the  Early  Half  Dimes  of  the  United  States.  He  commented,  in  part:  “It 
is,  I  believe,  generally  conceded  by  numismatists,  that  the  first  regulai  coinage 
of  the  United  States  Mint  was  in  1793-consisting  of  the  copper  cent  and  half 
cent.  This  belief  would  seem  to  exclude  the  1792  half  dime,  known  as  the 
Martha  Washington  half  disme,  from  the  regular  series,  and  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  considered  a  pattern  piece,  not  intended  for  general  circulation  and 
struck  before  the  regular  series  commenced.  Without  desiring  to  place  myself 
in  direct  opposition  to  this  accepted  opinion,  1  would  simply  say  that  having 
studied  the  history  of  the  half  dime  with  some  degree  of  care,  I  could  find  in  it 
nothing  to  indicate  that  it  was  intended  simply  for  a  trial  piece.  Washington,  in 
his  annual  address,  November  6,  1 792,  having  said,  inter  aha ,  ‘there  has  been  a 
small  beginning  in  the  coinage  of  half  dimes,  the  want  of  small  coins  in  circula¬ 
tion  calling  the  first  attention  to  them,’  and  it  would  certainly  seem  reasonable 
to  accept  the  words  of  this  gentleman,  whose  general  reputation  for  voracity 
is,  1  believe,  conceded  to  be  good,  and  consider  the  1792  half  dime  the  'small 
beginning’  in  the  said  series. 

"In  his  1860  book,  Ancient  and  Modem  Coins  in  the  Cabinet  Collection  of  the 
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Mint  of  the  I'nited  States,  James  Ross  Snowden  (the  most  numismatically-in- 
clined  director  to  hold  the  office  up  to  this  point  in  time)  stated  in  part:  ‘We 
consider  that  the  piece  in  question  [1792  half  disme]  was  intended  for  general 
circulation,  from  the  fact  that  Washington  makes  mention  of  it  in  that  light  in 
his  annual  address  to  Congress.'  Snowden  went  on  to  describe  the  piece:  ‘Ob¬ 
verse  A  female  head,  emblematic  of  Liberty,  facing  to  the  left.  This  is  popu¬ 
larly  supposed  to  represent  the  features  of  Martha  Washington,  who  is  said  to 
have  sat  for  the  artist  while  he  was  designing  it.  The  hair  is  short  and  uncon¬ 
fined.  Immediately  beneath  is  the  date,  the  whole  being  encompassed  by  the 
legend,  “LIB(erty)  PAR(ent)  OF  SCIENCE  AND  INDUSTRY.”  On  the  reverse 
is  a  small  eagle  volant,  beneath  which  is  inscribed  the  value,  "HALF  DISME.” 
Legend.  “UNI.  STATES  OF  AMERICA.”  (See  Plate  XIII.  No.  1.)  This  piece  is 
said  to  have  been  struck  from  the  private  plate  of  Washington,  which  is  not 
unlikely,  considering  the  great  interest  which  he  took  in  the  operations  of  the 
infant  mint,  visiting  it  frequently,  and  personally  superintending  many  of  its 
affairs.  This  coin,  as  before  shown,  made  its  appearance  in  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  1792.’” 

Fast  forward  to  May  1943,  when  Edward  B.  Haden  sent  a  letter  to  The  Numis¬ 
matist  which  noted  that  a  few  weeks  before  then  he  had  stopped  to  visit  Leary’s 
Book  Store  in  Philadelphia  and  had  found  the  notation  on  a  piece  of  paper 
glued  to  the  flyleaf  of  an  old  numismatic  tome.  The  notation,  penned  on  April 
9,  1944,  and  signed  by  Mr.  I.  McAllister,  referred  to  the  1792  half  disme  and 
related:  “In  conversation  with  Mr.  Adam  Eckfeldt  today  at  the  Mint,  he  in¬ 
formed  me  that  the  half  dismes  above  described  were  struck  at  the  request  of 
Gen.  Washington  to  the  extent  of  $100,  which  sum  he  deposited  in  bullion  or 
specie-for  that  purpose— Mr.  Eckfeldt  thinks  that  Gen.  Washington  distrib¬ 
uted  them  as  presents— some  were  sent  to  Europe  but  the  greater  number  of 
them  he  believes  were  given  to  acquaintances  in  Virginia.  No  more  of  them 
were  coined  except  those  for  Gen.  Washington.  They  were  never  designed  as 
currency— the  mint  was  not  at  the  time  fully  ready  for  going  into  operation. 
The  coining  machinery  was  in  the  cellar  of  Mr.  Harper’s  sawmaker  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Cherry  and  Sixth  streets,  at  which  place  these  pieces  were  struck.” 
Haden  invited  writers  to  identify  McAllister,  who  probably  signed  his  name  as 
“J.”  McAllister,  the  letter  J  often  being  rendered  as  an  I  at  the  time.  This 
brought  forth  a  response  that  the  person  in  question  may  have  been  Jonas  R. 
McClintock.  There  matters  stood  until  June  1996  when  in  an  article  in  The 
Numismatist,  Carl  Herkowitz  wrote  about  the  subject,  returned  to  the  original 
McAllister  name  suggested  by  Hayden,  and  demonstrated  that  the  actual 
writer  was  John  McAllister. 

For  further  reading,  additional  and  somewhat  different  information  is 
found  in  Montroville  W.  Dickeson’s  1859  book,  The  American  Numismatical 
Manual. 

Returning  to  the  1792  half  disme  in  the  present  era,  today  the  issue  is  still 
largely  considered  to  be  a  pattern.  The  arbiter  of  numismatic  fashions,  A 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  lists  the  issue  among  such  (on  page  65  of  the 
1997  edition)  rather  than  among  regular  half  dimes.  Thus,  the  argument  or 
discussion  goes  on. 

Today,  there  are  probably  200  or  300  1792  half  dismes  known,  nearly  all  of 
which  show  extensive  wear,  although  there  are  some  remarkable  exceptions. 
Incidentally,  it  is  popular  numismatic  practice  to  pronounce  the  word  disme 
today  to  rhyme  with  Disney,  but  it  probably  was  originally  pronounced  deem. 
Soon  thereafter  the  “S”  was  dropped. 


Attractive  1796  Half  Dime 

LIKERTY  Variety 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

119  1796  LIKERTY.  V-l.  EF-40  (NGC).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  some 

hints  of  gold.  The  obverse,  in  particular,  shows  excellent  centering 
with  full  dentilation. 

This  is  a  particularly  popular  and  desirable  issue,  as  it  is  just  one  of  two  years 
incorporating  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small  Eagle 
reverse.  Such  pieces  are  in  great  demand  for  inclusion  in  type  sets. 

The  “K”  in  LIKER  TY  was  not  a  diecutting  error  but,  instead,  reflects  the  use 
of  a  broken  punch. 


Desirable  1797  Half  Dime 

15  Stars 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

120  1797  15  Stars.  V-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-30.  The  obverse  has  violet-brown 

toning  at  the  center  changing  to  blue  and  gold  peripherally.  The 
reverse  is  mostly  brown-gray  with  wisps  of  lilac. 


High-Quality  1795  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1 18  1795  Flowing  Hair.  Valentine-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  delicate  golden  brown  highlights.  Close  examination  re¬ 
veals  three  tiny  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck. 

Second  of  two  dates  of  half  dimes  with  the  Flowing  Hair  motif,  both  struck 
in  the  year  1 795  (dies  dated  1 794  were  not  used  in  that  calender  year,  but  were 
held  over  to  early  in  the  following  year).  Designed  by  Robert  Scot,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  Joseph  Wright  as  chief  engraver,  following  the  latter’s  death  from  yel¬ 
low  fever  in  September  1793. 


Satiny  1797  Half  Dime 

15  Stars 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

121  1797  15  Stars.  V-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Warmly  toned  in  in¬ 

termingled  golden  brown  and  lilac-gray.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can 
be  seen  around  the  stars  and  letters.  Another  example  of  this  very 
desirable  date  and  design  type,  with  Draped  Bust  obverse  and 
Small  Eagle  reverse. 
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Scarce  1797  Half  Dime 

16  Stars 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

122  1797  16  Stars.  V-3.  Rarity-4.  VF-35.  Intermingled  golden  gray  and 

navy  blue  iridescence.  A  small  spot  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
neck  and  the  eagle’s  head  is  somewhat  softly  struck. 

The  star  count  of  16  represented  a  high  for  the  series.  At  this  point  the  Mint 
realized  that  as  states  were  added,  stars  could  not  be  added  without  over¬ 
crowding.  Thus,  in  due  course  the  number  13  was  reverted  to,  reflecting  the 
original  colonies. 


Lustrous  1800  Half  Dime 

LIBERTY  Variety 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

123  1800  LIBERTY.  V-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  gray 

toning  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the 
fields.  Striking  softness  is  noted  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  shield 
and  on  the  eagle’s  left  wing  (viewer’s  right). 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1  finer  (AU-58). 

This  is  the  first  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic 
Eagle  reverse.  Again,  the  irrelevant  “K”  in  LIBERTY  does  not  represent  an 
engraving  error  but  in  the  present  instance  is  simply  the  result  of  attrition  of 
the  R  letter. 

As  it  turned  out,  this  design  would  be  used  only  for  a  short  time  and  would 
be  discontinued  in  1805,  after  which  no  pieces  of  this  denomination  were 
made  until  1829. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

124  1864  MS-64.  Fully  lustrous.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  golden  gray  iri¬ 

descence  with  splashes  of  blue.  Most  design  features  show  bold 
definition.  A  highly  popular  key  date.  Much  rarer  in  Mint  State 
than  in  Proof  finish.  A  prize  for  the  connoisseur. 

This  particular  issue  has  a  very  high  “foundation,”  inasmuch  as  even  well 
worn  specimens  are  quite  expensive. 


Superb  1867  Half  Dime 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

125  1867  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold 

iridescence.  Struck  from  clashed  dies.  The  obverse  is  prooflike 
and  the  reverse  is  satiny  with  some  microscopic  die-finishing  lines 
in  the  field.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined.  Another  piv¬ 
otal  issue  in  the  half  dime  series.  Exceedingly  elusive  in  Mint  State, 
far  rarer  than  Proof. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

At  the  time  of  mintage  in  1867,  business  strike  Liberty  Seated  silver  coins  of 
the  denominations  from  the  half  dime  to  the  half  dollar  (but  not  the  silver 
dollar)  were  bagged  and  stored  by  the  Treasury  Department.  Specie  payments 
had  been  suspended  since  December  1861.  Such  coins  could  be  obtained 
from  the  Treasury  for  use  by  export  merchants,  but  only  by  paying  a  stiff  pre- 
.  mium  for  them  in  terms  of  paper  money. 

In  1873  the  half  dime  denomination  was  abolished.  Specie  payments  were  still 
in  suspension,  but  plans  were  in  progress  to  change  that,  and  to  release  long- 
stored  coins  into  circulation.  It  was  felt  that  the  silver  half  dimes,  if  circulated, 
would  have  unfortunate  effects  upon  nickel  five-cent  pieces  (which  had  been 
made  since  1866),  and  that  citizens  would  prefer  the  silver  pieces  to  the  ones 
made  of  nickel.  Accordingly,  it  is  quite  likely  that  most  of  the  long  stored  half 
dimes  simply  went  to  the  melting  pot.  In  contrast,  other  Liberty  Seated  denomi¬ 
nations— the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar— were  released  into  circulation  in 
quantity  beginning  in  April  1876.  At  that  time  many  citizens  who  had  been 
hoarding  earlier  silver  coins  took  them  from  purses,  banks,  and  other  locations, 
and  put  them  back  into  circulation.  The  result  was  a  glut  of  silver  coins  by  1878, 
which  caused  a  sharp  reduction  in  mintages  for  the  next  several  years. 

Dimes 

Our  offering  of  dimes  includes  notable  rarities  and  high 
condition  pieces,  a  fitting  section  to  the  present  Rarities  Sale. 


Desirable  1796  Dime 

First  Year  of  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

126  1796  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  EF-10  (PCGS).  Mostly  warm  golden 

gray  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Blushes  of  navy  blue  orna¬ 
ment  the  center  of  the  obverse.  Satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the 
fields.  A  small  reverse  rim  bump  is  noted  at  11:00.  Representing 
the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  denomination,  the  present  piece  is 
ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized  collection. 

While  the  silver  half  dimes  were  first  minted  in  1795  (including  those  from 
1794-dated  dies),  and  half  dollars  and  dollars  were  struck  in  1794.  it  was  not 
until  1796  that  the  dime  and  quarter  dollar  made  their  appearance. 
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Another  1796  Dime 


Impressive  1798/7  Dime 


127  1796  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Intermingled  slate  gray  and 

golden  brown  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Hints  of  pale  blue 
can  be  seen  on  the  obverse.  Another  example  of  the  first  year  of 
issue  of  the  denomination. 


130  1798/7  Overdate,  16  Stars.  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  Warm  inter¬ 

mingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning.  A  faint  line  can  be  seen  on 
Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck,  and  a  small  spot  is  noted  at  the  up¬ 
per  margin  of  the  eagle’s  right  wing  (viewer’s  left). 

This  is  the  first  overdate  in  the  dime  series.  Examples  are  fairly 
scarce  in  all  grades,  and  particularly  so  at  the  EF  level. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

128  1796  JR-2.  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pewter  gray  toning  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  changes  to  blue,  gold,  and  violet  at  the  peripheries.  Almost  all 
of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  Two  fine 
scratches  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  Struck  from  lightly  clashed 
dies.  Yet  another  example  of  the  first  year  of  issue,  this  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  die  variety. 

Dimes  of  this  date  are  elusive  in  all  grades,  but  become  rare  at  the 
AU  level.  The  present  piece  is  a  remarkable  opportunity,  as  is  the 
next  lot. 


High-Grade  1796  JR-2  Dime 


Gem  1820  Dime 

Remarkable  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

131  1820  Large  O.  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Exquisite  orange- 

gold  and  violet  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  includ¬ 
ing  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

Although  the  1820  dime  is  not  scarce  in  lower  grades,  in  Mint 
State  it  is  quite  elusive.  In  gem  Mint  State,  as  here  offered,  it  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant  rarity.  A  long  time  may  elapse  before  another  specimen  of 
this  quality  is  offered. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2  finer  (MS-66  Finest). 


Another  Notable  1796  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

129  1796  JR^L  Rarity-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  Warm  intermingled  gold  and 

lilac  toning  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in 
the  fields.  The  majority  of  the  eagle’s  wing  and  tail  feathers  are  as 
sharp  as  could  be  desired. 

This  represents  yet  another  die  variety  of  the  first  year  of  the  de¬ 
nomination.  The  grade  AU-58  is  quite  elusive  in  the  context  of 
known  examples,  thus  providing  an  important  opportunity  for  the 
intending  bidder. 


Outstanding  1856-0  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

132  1856-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  Viv  id 

blue,  violet,  and  rosy  gold  toning. 

Designated  as  being  the  “Medium  O”  variety  on  the  ANACS  holder. 
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Superb  Gem  1863  Dime 

Especially  Rare  Business  Strike 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

133  1863  Proof-66  (NGC).  Almost  fully  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  gold 

at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  sharp  frosty  cameos  and  the  fields  are 
glittering  mirrors. 

This  1863  dime  reminds  the  cataloguer  of  the  scenario  of  the  re¬ 
cently-offered  half  dime  from  the  same  decade.  In  Proof  finish  the 
1863  dime  is  scarce  enough  (just  460  were  made),  but  in  Mint 
State  it  is  a  major  rarity,  especially  at  the  superb  gem  level  offered 
here.  Just  14,000  business  strikes  were  made,  and  few  if  any  were 
deliberately  saved  by  numismatists  (who  at  the  time  seemed  to  pre¬ 
fer  Proofs). 

NGC  Population:  17;  none  finer. 


Superlative  1874-S  Dime 

Arrows  at  Date 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

134  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  pastel  gold  iridescence. 

The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  The  majority  of 
design  features  show  bold  definition. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

The  mintage  of  240,000  pieces  recorded  for  the  1874-S  dime  is  about 
1/  12th  that  of  its  Philadelphia  Mint  cousin  (of  which  2,940,000  were  struck). 
Today,  surviving  Mint  State  pieces  are  even  scarcer  than  this  portion  suggests, 
as  San  Francisco  issues— struck  in  the  far  West— tended  to  be  saved  less  fre- 
quendy  than  those  distributed  on  the  East  Coast.  In  terms  of  examples  at  the 
Mint  State-65  level,  we  estimate  that  the  1874-S  is  at  least  20  times  rarer  than 
the  Philadelphia  coin,  and  perhaps  this  estimate  is  conservative.  And  yet  the 
price,  while  slighdy  higher  than  for  a  Philadelphia  Mint  coin,  in  no  way  repre¬ 
sents  the  great  difference  in  rarity.  Thus,  the  present  piece  would  seem  to  of¬ 
fer  a  special  opportunity  to  the  knowing  bidder. 


Brilliant  1889-S  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

135  1889-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 

the  fields  show  pronounced  prooflike  character,  especially  on  the 
reverse.  Many  times  rarer  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart, 
the  1889-S  has  been  a  popular  scarcity  for  many  years. 

NGC  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Gem  190 1-S  Rarity 


The  Eliasberg  Collection  Coin 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

136  1901-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  This  lovely  gem  is  from  our  sale  of  the 

Eliasberg  Collection  last  year,  where  we  were,  perhaps,  a  bit  con¬ 
servative,  calling  it  MS-64  to  MS-65  (we  have  always  tried  to  be  con¬ 
servative— and  to  deliver  a  bit  of  extra  value  in  comparison  to  what 
is  expected).  In  any  event,  here  indeed  is  a  remarkable  example  of 
one  of  the  prime  issues  in  the  series.  The  surfaces  are  lustrous  and 
attractive  on  the  obverse  and  reverse.  Pale  lilac-gray  toning  en¬ 
hances  the  central  areas,  and  tinges  of  golden  brown  ornament  the 
borders.  On  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  are  some  scarcely  noticeable 
mint-caused  planchet  striations,  prompting  our  conservative 
grade— but,  really,  planchet  striations  and  grade  are  two  different 
things  (grade  is  based  upon  the  amount  of  wear  or  contact  marks 
the  coin  has  received,  not  the  original  planchet). 

Among  all  20th-century  Barber  dimes,  the  1901-S  is  recognized 
as  being  exceedingly  important,  indeed  in  the  very'  front  rank.  The 
present  combination  of  high  grade  and  the  incomparable 
Eliasberg  pedigree  make  this  a  remarkable  bidding  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

From  our  Eliasberg  Collection  Sale,  May  1996,  Lot  1271,  there  graded 
MS-64  to  65;  earlier  from  the  J.M.  Clapp  estate. 


137  1912  Proof-63.  Attractive  blue,  pink,  and  gold  iridescence.  A  car¬ 

bon  spot  at  the  back  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head  prompts  us  to  suggest 
in-person  examination. 

Mintage:  700  Proofs.  Perhaps  about  500  of  these  still  exist  today. 
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Marvelous  1942/1  Dime 

Superb  Mint  State 
A  Rarity  So  Fine 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

138  1942/1  Overdate.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  satiny  lustre.  Both  sur¬ 

faces  exhibit  delightful  champagne  iridescence.  The  overdate  fea¬ 
ture  is  about  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  In  this  grade  the  1942/ 
1  is  a  formidable  rarity.  Fewer  than  1/2  of  one  percent  of  specimens 
in  existence  today  can  match  the  presently  offered  piece.  What¬ 
ever  price  is  paid,  the  buyer  will  have  a  numismatic  treasure. 

The  1942/1  dime  was  not  recognized  by  numismatists  until  early  1943.  The 
initial  discoveries  took  place  in  the  New  York  City  area,  where  they  received 
much  publicity,  and  a  scramble  was  made  to  obtain  them.  By  that  time,  most 
pieces  retrieved  from  circulation  graded  AU.  Sellers  of  subway  tokens  rou¬ 
tinely  handled  dimes  in  quantity,  and  were  soon  alerted  to  the  possibility  of 
finding  these  little  delicacies.  The  story  of  one  such  token  seller,  Maurice  Mos¬ 
cow,  is  detailed  on  page  392  of  Dave  Bowers’  new  book,  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  Moscow  marketed  many  of  his  finds  through  his  brother-in- 
law,  George  Shaw,  a  Brooklyn  rare  coin  dealer  who  advertised  in  The  Numis¬ 
matic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 

At  the  same  time,  two  other  subway  token  tellers,  Max  L.  Kaplan  and 
Herbert  Tobias,  were  making  their  own  discoveries.  Both  of  these  gentlemen 
passed  away  in  the  present  year  (1997),  having  been  professional  numismatists 
of  high  standing  and  regard  for  most  of  their  adult  lives.  The  little  1942/1 
overdate  dimes  determined  their  careers,  it  turned  out. 

Throughout  American  numismatic  history  there  have  been  a  number  of 
such  pivotal  events.  The  discontinuation  of  the  large  copper  cent  in  1857  and 
its  replacement  by  the  copper-nickel  Flying  Eagle  cent  spawned  the  careers  or 
enhanced  the  success  of  several  dealers,  including  Edward  D.  Cogan,  James  K. 
Curtis,  and  Augustus  B.  Sage— to  mention  just  three. 


20-Cent  Pieces 


Outstanding  1876  200 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

139  1876  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  the  fields 

are  satiny  Vivid  rainbow  toning  with  blue,  violet,  and  gold  pre¬ 
dominating  Most  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  obverse 
stars  all  tif  which  show  their  radials.  A  nice  combination  of  high 
grade  and  nice  appearanace. 


The  20-cent  piece  made  its  debut  the  year  before,  in  1875,  and  was  primarily 
circulated  on  the  West  Coast.  This  was  for  two  reasons.  First,  in  the  East  the 
Treasury  was  still  withholding  specie  (and,  as  noted  earlier,  would  not  release 
coins  in  quantity  until  April  1876).  Second,  the  denomination  was  the  brain¬ 
child  of  Senator  Jones  from  Nevada,  who  felt  that  its  creation  would  facilitate 
the  making  of  change  in  the  American  West.  As  the  scenario  developed,  the 
public  quickly  confused  the  20-cent  pieces  with  quarter  dollars,  complaints 
ensued,  and  the  mintages  dropped  off  sharply.  Regarding  the  1876  20-cent 
pieces  offered  here,  only  15,900  were  struck,  including  1,260  Proofs.  Today,  at 
the  MS-65  level  such  pieces  are  significantly  rarer  than  Proofs,  as  their  survival 
was  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  The  present  piece  represents  a  significant  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 

Exquisite  1877  20-Cent  Piece 

Proof-Only  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

140  1877  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Delightful  gold  and  violet  toning  at  the 

centers  changes  to  blazing  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  The  frosty  de¬ 
vices  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields.  A  splendid  example  of 
a  landmark  issue.  The  Guide  Book  states  that  just  350  Proofs  were 
minted.  If  true,  this  would  rank  the  coin  as  one  of  the  most  elusive 
of  all  coins  in  its  era.  We  tend  to  prefer  the  mintage  figure  of  510 
(similar  to  certain  other  silver  denominations  of  1877).  The  point 
is  moot,  for  no  matter  how  the  1877  20-cent  piece  is  considered,  it 
is  a  key  to  the  series. 


Superlative  1878  20-Cent  Piece 

Proof-Only  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

141  1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  glittering  mirrors  and  the 

devices  are  sharp  frosty  cameos.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  rosy  gold 
toning.  Wisps  of  electric  blue  ornament  the  reverse  rim.  The  sec¬ 
ond  year  in  which  only  Proof  20-cent  pieces  were  minted.  A  kev 
issue,  right  along  with  the  1877. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

The  production  quantity  of  the  1878  20-cent  piece  is  not  known  with  cer¬ 
tainty,  and  over  the  years  various  figures  have  reached  print,  including  600 
currently  in  the  Cuide  Hook.  Certainly,  this  number,  it  not  precise,  must  lie  in 
the  range. 
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Quarter  dollars 

The  quarter  dollars  in  the  present  offering  include  the  finest 
of  the  line,  the  rarest  of  the  rare— a  very  nice  representation  of 
key  issues.  Indeed,  anyone  beginning  a  specialty  in  quarter 
dollars  and  bidding  in  this  sale  will  be  starting  at  the  top.  Most 
other  things  will  be  easy  by  comparison! 


Classic  1796  Quarter  Dollar 

First  Year  of  Issue 
Only  Year  of  Design  Type 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

142  1796  Browning-1.  Rarity-6.  F-12  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  toning  on 

the  high  points  deepens  to  slate  gray  in  the  fields.  Pleasing  blue, 
gold,  and  lilac  iridescence  highlights  both  surfaces. 

In  fantastic  demand,  the  1796  quarter  dollar  is  the  only  year 
combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse. 
In  addition,  the  mintage  was  small— just  6,146  pieces— making  it 
rare  in  any  event.  Year  in  and  year  out,  the  demand  for  this  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  has  been  unceasing.  Indeed,  it  is  a  necessity  for  the 
completion  of  any  type  set  of  American  coins. 


Important  1804  Quarter  Dollar 


143  1804  B-l.  Rarity-3+.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  toning. 

Some  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  centers  of 
both  surfaces,  and  a  few  tiny  nicks  are  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
nose. 

First  year  combining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  re¬ 
verse.  The  published  mintage  figure  of  6,738  pieces  probably  reflects  the  scar¬ 
city  of  the  1804,  as  examples  are  elusive  in  all  grade  levels  (if  the  dies  were  con¬ 
tinued  in  use  at  a  later  date,  not  many  more  could  have  been  made). 


Distinctive  1806/5  Overdate 


144  1806/5  Overdate.  B-l.  Net  EF-40  or  so.  Technically  AU-50,  but 

skillfully  smoothed  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  face,  a  fea¬ 
ture  which  prompts  us  to  suggest  in-person  examination  to  pro¬ 
spective  bidders.  Gold  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  centers 
changes  to  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  The  overdate  feature  is  excep¬ 
tionally  bold.  The  overdate  feature  is  exceptionally  bold  (as  is 
usual  for  the  variety).  Notable  as  the  first  overdate  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation. 


Rare  1806  B-5  Quarter 

Condition  Census  Example 


145  1806  B-5.  Rarity-6.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  handsome  example  toned  in 

pastel  lilac,  green,  gold,  violet,  and  blue.  The  devices  are  frosty  and 
the  fields  are  satiny.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent 
centering.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  eagle  s  head,  neck,  and 
breast. 

Browning  Condition  Census  (1992):  63-60-60-45-40-40. 
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Lustrous  1806  Quarter 

Condition  Census  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

146  1806  B-9a.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  pearl  gray  iridescence  with 

blushes  of  gold.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  satiny  lustre.  The 
eagle’s  neck  and  breast  feathers  are  sharp  and  most  of  the  wing 
feathers  are  clearly  defined.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at 
the  upper  portions  of  the  shield.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
vestigial  adjustment  marks  on  the  high  points. 

Browning  Condition  Census  (1992):  63-60+-60-60-60-58. 


Frosty  1807  Quarter 


147  1807  B-l.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  toning  with  vivid  orange-gold 

and  navy  blue  highlights.  Frosty  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the 
fields.  The  die  states  are  advanced  with  most  of  the  dentils  either 
faded  or  missing. 


Outstanding  1825/3  Quarter 


148  1825/3  Overdate.  B-2.  MS-63  (NGC).  Intermingled  gold,  gray, 

and  navy  blue  surfaces.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excel¬ 
lent  centering,  and  most  design  features  are  sharp.  A  faint  line  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  2  in  the  date  to  the  13th  star. 

The  overdate  feature  is  not  mentioned  on  the  NGC  holder. 

Browning  Condition  Census  (1992):  64-64-64-64-63-63. 


Exquisite  1835  Quarter 

Condition  Census  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

149  1835  B-7.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 

faces,  with  blushes  and  wisps  of  blue,  pink,  and  orange.  A  splendid 
piece. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Browning  Condition  Census  (1992):  63-60-60-60-60-60. 
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Remarkable  1840  Quarter 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

150  1840  Liberty  Seated.  Drapery  at  Elbow.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lus¬ 

tre.  Light  golden  gray  iridescence  in  the  central  areas  changes  to 
pale  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims.  Most  design  features  are  sharp.  A 
remarkable  quality  example  of  this  early  Liberty  Seated  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

For  anyone  caring  to  pursue  the  intricacies  of  coins  of  this  design— in  all  de¬ 
nominations— we  recommend  membership  in  the  Liberty  Seated  Collectors 
Club,  publishers  of  The  Gobrecht Journal,  a  periodical  which  has  achieved  a  high 
degree  of  excellence  and  objectivity  over  a  long  period  of  years.  For  member¬ 
ship  information  write:  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club,  5718  King  Arthur 
Drive,  Kettering,  OH  45429. 


Splendid  Gem  1863  Quarter 

Mint  State  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

151  1863  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  devices  and  satiny 

fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  gold  and  lilac  iridescence. 


Mottled  golden  brown  toning  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  Magnifi¬ 
cation  reveals  faint  die  finishing  lines  in  the  reverse  field.  Again  we 
are  confronted  with  an  incredible  rarity  in  business  strike  form, 
similar  to  other  pieces  from  this  issue  earlier  described  under  half 
dimes  and  dimes.  In  the  present  instance,  the  1863  quarter  is  not  a 
great  rarity  in  worn  states;  indeed,  the  mintage  figure  of  192,060 
makes  it  one  of  the  more  available  issues  in  the  series.  However,  at 
the  gem  Mint  State  level  it  is  indeed  rare,  as  collectors  preferred 
Proofs  and  generally  ignored  business  strikes. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


152  1877-CC  MS-64/65.  Frosty  surfaces.  Pale  champagne  iridescence 
at  the  centers  deepens  to  delicate  golden  brown  at  the  rims.  Struck 
from  Comstock  Lode  silver  during  the  height  of  activity  at  the 
Carson  City  Mint. 

Carson  City  coins  have  long  been  collectors’  favorites.  The  1877-CC,  not  a 
rarity,  affords  the  opportunity  to  add  a  “CC”  piece  to  your  type  set. 

153  1880  Proof-63  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
blazing  mirror  fields.  Attractive  intermingled  golden  brown,  blue, 
and  violet  toning  enhance  both  surfaces. 

Popular  due  to  the  very  low  mintage  of  related  business  strikes,  making  the 
1880  a  rare  date. 


Superb  Gem  1882  Quarter 

Proof  Format 


154  1882  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Beautiful  gold,  violet,  and  blue  toning. 
The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror 
fields.  Certainly  one  of  the  finest  remaining  from  a  Proof  mintage 
of  1,100  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  5  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

155  1883  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant,  while  the 
reverse  exhibits  delicate  pastel  gold  and  blue  toning.  Both  surfaces 
display  pronounced  cameo  contrast.  Another  popular  year,  re¬ 
markable  for  being  a  scarce  date. 

Spectacular  Prooflike  1891  25£ 


156  1891  MS-66  (NGC).  A  lovely  prooflike  gem  having  frosty  devices 

and  glittering  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  pink  at  the  borders,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Last  year  of 
the  Liberty  Seated  motif. 

NGC  Population:  12;  4  finer  (MS-67  finest). 
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Frosty  1902-0  Quarter 


157  1902-0  MS-64.  Intermingled  golden  gray,  blue-green,  and  lilac 

toning  on  lustrous  surfaces.  A  faint  hairline  can  be  seen  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek.  While  the  1902-0  is  readily  available  in  worn 
grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it  is  quite  elusive.  The  same  thing  can  be 
said  for  nearly  all  other  New  Orleans  quarter  dollars  of  this  era. 


Virtually  Flawless  1904  250 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


158  1904  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  sadny  and  the  fields  are  nicely 

reflective.  Warm  intermingled  blue,  orange-gold,  and  lilac  toning. 
Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined  with  the  exception  of  the  first 
four  obverse  stars,  which  show  a  touch  of  striking  softness. 

The  Proof  mintage  this  year  was  only  670  pieces,  the  smallest  thus  far  in  the 
Barber  quarter  series.  The  generally  somnolent  feeling  in  the  coin  hobby— dis¬ 
cussed  earlier  in  the  present  catalogue  under  Indian  cents— was  still  in  effect, 
and  Proof  production  continued  to  diminish. 


Marvelous  Gem  1912  Quarter 


Superb  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


159  1912  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mottled  blue,  pink,  and  orange-gold  ton¬ 

ing  complements  the  frosty  devices  and  bla/ing  mirror  fields.  Only 
700  Proofs  were  coined,  of  which  only  a  few  can  match  or  exceed 
the  quality  of  the  piece  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 


Famous  1916  Standing  Liberty  250 

Choice  Mint  State 
Mintage:  Only  52,000 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

160  1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant 

with  just  a  hint  of  gold  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Both  surfaces  ex¬ 
hibit  satiny  lustre.  A  classic  rarity  for  years,  the  1916  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarter  is  always  an  attraction  when  offered  at  auction.  In¬ 
deed,  its  low  mintage  of  52,000  automatically  makes  it  a  rarity  in 
the  context  of  20th-century  coinage.  One  might  expect  that  many 
were  saved  due  to  the  novelty  of  the  design,  but  this  is  not  the  case. 


Extraordinary  1917  Type  I  250 


161  1917  Type  1.  MS-67  FH  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold,  slate  grav,  and 

navy  blue  toning  on  frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  verv  attrac¬ 
tive  design. 

PCGS  Population  (F11):  LI;  none  finer. 

This  design,  with  Miss  I  .iberty  partially  nude,  has  been  an  artistic  favoi  ite  ol 
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many  collectors  for  a  long  time.  Partway  through  the  year  it  was  modified,  and 
Miss  Liberty  was  dressed  in  a  coat  of  mail.  For  many  years  it  was  popular  to 
state  that  this  was  because  of  prevalent  prudishness  in  America,  but  no  docu¬ 
mentation  to  this  effect  has  ever  surfaced,  including  among  Mint  correspon¬ 
dence  with  the  designer.  More  probable  is  the  scenario  that  the  World  War 
was  raging  in  Europe,  and  the  change  was  made  to  show  Miss  Liberty  in  a  state 
of  preparedness  (a  popular  term  at  the  time). 


Splendid  1917-D  Type  II  Quarter 

Gem  Mint  State 


162  1917-D  Type  II.  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Superb  frosty  lustre.  Mostly 

violet-gray  at  the  centers  with  wisps  of  orange-gold  at  the  rims. 
One  of  the  very  finest  known  to  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for  the 
specialist  and  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population  (FH):  4;  none  finer. 

Rare  1918/7-S  Overdate  25tf 

Lustrous  AU 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

163  1918/7-S  Overdate.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence  at  the 

centers  with  wisps  of  gold  at  the  obverse  rim.  Almost  all  of  the 


original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  A  remarkably  fine  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  scarcest  major  variety  in  the  Standing  Liberty  series. 
Although  no  survey  has  ever  been  made,  and  published  listings 
tend  to  duplicate  themselves,  its  probably  safe  to  say  that  the  coin 
here  offered  is  among  the  top  two  dozen  finest  known  to  exist. 


Impressive  1918/7-S  Quarter 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

164  1918/7-S  Overdate.  AU-50.  Pearl  gray  iridescence.  The  overdate 

feature  is  clearly  defined.  Accompanied  by  an  ANACS  certificate 
for  authenticity  and  grade.  Another  opportunity  to  acquire  a  high- 
level  specimen  of  one  of  the  most  famous  20th-century  American 
rarities. 

HALF  DOLLARS 

Along  with  one-cent  pieces,  half  dollars  are  one  of  the 
longest-running  and  most  continuous  denominations  in  Ameri¬ 
can  coinage  history.  Examples  have  been  produced  ever)'  year 
from  1794  to  date,  with  the  exception  of  1798-1800,  1816,  and, 
an  easy  year  to  overlook,  1975.  Today,  half  dollars  are  very 
popular.  A1  C.  Overton’s  book  on  the  subject,  covering  issues 
1794-1836,  has  done  a  great  deal,  as  has  Edgar  Souders’  recent 
Bust  Half  Fever— which  includes  a  generous  measure  of  human 
interest.  The  John  Reich  Society  and  its  Journal  contribute  as 
well.  The  Liberty  Seated  series,  with  a  notable  book  by  Randall 
Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert,  and  the  extensive  coverage  given  in  The 
Gobrecht  Journal,  have  made  those  issues,  1839-1891  popular 
for  a  long  time.  Next  come  Barber  coins,  with  a  guide  book 
written  by  David  Lawrence,  Liberty  Walking  hall  dollars  (with 
Bruce  Fox’s  text),  and  Franklin  and  Kennedy  issues.  1  here  are 
so  many  changes  throughout  the  series  that  even  a  set  of  design 
types— without  regard  to  dates  and  mintmarks— amounts  to  over 
a  dozen  coins. 

For  many  years  the  hall  dollar  was  the  largest  silver  coin  ol 
the  American  realm,  and  from  the  early  19th-century  until  the 
1840s,  it  was  supreme  as  the  prime  trading  coin.  As  time 
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permits,  we  plan  to  include  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Reihew  specific  information  about  Capped  Bust  half  dollars 
and  their  use  in  and  out  of  such  ports  as  New  York,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans.  All  of  this  is 
quite  interesting,  particularly  to  anyone  with  an  appreciation 
of  American  financial  history. 

The  present  offering  includes  a  number  of  notable  rarities, 
high-grade  pieces,  and  other  desiderata.  Check  the  listings 
carefully,  and  bid  liberally  for  those  you  would  like  to  own. 


Scarce  1794  500 


165  1794  Flowing  Hair.  Overton-101.  Rarity-4.  Net  VF-30:  sharpness 

of  EF-40.  Slate  gray  toning.  Some  old  handling  marks  can  be  seen 
on  both  surfaces,  and  a  pair  of  fine  scratches  pass  from  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck  into  the  field,  almost  reaching  the  13th  star.  First 
year  of  issue  of  the  denomination,  and  one  of  just  two  years  in 
which  the  Flowing  Hair  type  was  struck. 


Attractive  1795  0-105  500 


166  1795  0-105.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac 

toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  navy  blue  at  the  borders.  Some 
faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be  seen  crossing  the  lower 
portion  of  the  eagle.  The  reverse,  in  particular,  shows  excellent 
centering.  A  very  nice  specimen  of  this  popular  year.  Ideal  for  the 
type  collector  as  well  as  the  variety  specialist. 


Send  Your  Bid  Sheet  Early! 

The  early  bird  gets  the  worm,  and  likewise,  the  early 
bid  sheet  often  gets  the  coin.  In  the  case  of  tie  bids,  the 
earliest  bid  received  wins!  And,  believe  us,  in  each  sale 
we  handle  there  are  many  tie  bids.  We  urge  you  to  send 
your  bid  sheet  early! 


Celebrated  1797  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

167  1797  15  Stars.  0-101.  Rarity-5.  G-6  (PCGS).  Pewter  gray  surfaces 

exhibit  blue,  gold,  and  lilac  highlights.  The  letters  RICA  on  the  re¬ 
verse  are  faint,  but  most  other  design  features  are  clearly  visible. 

The  “celebrated”  part  of  the  headline  comes  from  its  status,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  1796,  of  being  one  ofjust  two  years  combining  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small  Eagle  reverse.  Only  3,918 
were  struck  across  these  two  years,  creating  rarities  that  have  been 
well  known  for  a  long  time.  A  simply  wonderful  opportunity  to 
obtain  a  classic  American  rarity  at  an  affordable  price. 


Sharp  1797  Half  Dollar 


168  1797  15  Stars.  0-101.  Net  AG-3;  sharpness  of  VF-25.  Gold,  blue, 

and  lilac  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  Holed  and  plugged  at 
12:00  with  respect  to  the  obverse.  The  area  above  Miss  Liberty’s 
head  has  been  skillfully  tooled  recreating  and  strengthening  the 
missing  and  damaged  portions  of  the  design. 
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Condition  Census  1805  0-112  50# 


169  1805  0-112.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pastel  gold  and  lilac  iri¬ 

descence  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  Both 
the  obverse  and  reverse  show  excellent  centering. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-60  finer). 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  63-55-50-50-50. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

•  170  1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Not  Through  Claw.  0-109.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Mostly  orange-gold  iridescence  with  some  blushes  of  charcoal  gray 
on  the  obverse.  Both  surfaces  are  frosty  and  the  majority  of  design 
features  show  bold  definition. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  64-63-63-62-61. 

The  engraver  omitted  the  tree  end  of  the  stem,  with  the  result  that  the  eagle 
seems  to  be  grasping  thin  air. 


Lustrous  1806  0-109  50# 

Condition  Census  Quality 


171 


1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Not  Through  Claw.  0-109.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Superb  rosy  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  The  fields  are  satiny  with 
almost  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving. 


172  1806  Pointed  6,  Stem  Through  Claw.  0-119.  Rarity-3.  AU-55 

.  (PCGS).  Mostly  blue  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to  gold 
peripherally.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  eagle’s  breast  and  right 
wing  (viewer’s  left),  with  most  other  design  features  showing  clear 
definition.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are  nicely  centered. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-55-50-50-45. 


Attractive  1807  0-102  50tf 

Condition  Census 


173  1807  Draped  Bust.  0-102.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mostly  slate  gray  on  the 

high  points  changing  to  pewter  gray  and  gold  in  the  fields.  Much 
satiny  lustre  survives  in  the  fields.  A  small  stain  can  be  seen  by  the 
tip  of  Miss  Liberty’s  nose. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  55-55-50-45-45. 
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Superb  1807  Draped  Bust  500 

Condition  Census 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

174  1807  Draped  Bust.  0-105.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  irides¬ 

cence  complements  the  lustrous  surfaces.  Very  nicely  centered 
with  most  design  features  showing  bold  definition.  Another  re¬ 
markable  half  dollar,  clearly  Condition  Census,  and  high  within 
that  range.  A  remarkable  piece  that  the  advanced  collector  will 
appreciate. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-64-58-55-55. 


Lovely  1808  Half  Dollar 

Condition  Census 


175  1808  O-102a.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre.  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 

cence  at  the  centeis  c  hanges  to  rich  gold  at  the  borders.  Most  cen¬ 
tral  design  features  are  sharp;  a  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted 
peripherally.  As  a  date  the  1808  is  fairly  scarce  in  Mint  State.  The 
present  piece  represents  a  notable  opportunity. 

Overton  Condition  Census  ( 1990):  67-65-65-65-63. 


Outstanding  1810  O-lOla  500 

Condition  Census 


176  1810  O-lOla.  MS-63  (NGC).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 

are  satiny.  Pink  and  violet  iridescence  at  the  centers  changes  to 
blue  and  gold  at  the  rims.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  ex¬ 
cellent  centering. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  63-63-60-60-60. 


Condition  Census  1814  0-105  500 


177  1814  0-105.  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  Blue  and  lilac  ton¬ 

ing  at  the  centers  changes  to  gold  at  the  borders.  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair  details  are  sharp  and  the  eagle’s  plumage  shows  bold  defini¬ 
tion. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  67-65-63-63-62. 


Celebrated  1815/2  Half  Dollar 

A  High-Grade  Example 


178  1815/2  Overdate.  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Charcoal  gray 

surfaces  with  hints  of  golden  brown.  Wisps  of  frosty  lustre  can  be 
seen  around  the  design  elements  and  at  the  borders. 

The  1815/2,  often  referred  to  simply  as  the  “1815,”  is  the  key 
date  in  the  Capped  Bust  series,  and  is  far  and  away  more  elusive 
than  its  closest  contender  (which  may  be  1820  or  1808).  Nearly  all 
specimens  seen  on  the  market  today  show  a  generous  degree  of 
wear,  typically  grading  in  the  VF  category,  with  an  occasional  F.F 
Examples  at  the  AU-50  level  are  sufficiently  rare  that  only  one  in 
20,  or  even  fewer,  reaches  this  category. 
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Scarce  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


Key  1815/2  Half  Dollar 


179  1815/2  Overdale.  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Mostly  lilac- 

gray  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  golden  iridescence.  The  im¬ 
pressions  of  both  dies  show  nice  centering.  Another  example  of 
this  rare  date.  Again,  an  above-average  issue. 


180  1815/2  Overdate.  O-lOla.  Rarity-3.  EF-45.  Mottled  golden  gray, 

blue,  and  violet  toning.  Much  original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen 
around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  The  reverse,  in  particular, 
shows  excellent  centering.  A  mate  to  the  preceding. 

Lots  179  and  180  represent  an  ideal  opportunity  to  take  advantage  of  our 
One  Lot  Only  option  mentioned  under  the  Terms  of  Sale  of  our  catalogue.  In 
this  way  you  can  bid  on  both  of  these  but  be  assured  of  winning  no  more  than 
a  single  piece. 


Impressive  1817/3  Half  Dollar 


1817/3  Overdate.  0-10  la.  MS-63 
(NGC).  Slate  gray  toning  with  inter¬ 
mingled  navy  blue  and  golden  high¬ 
lights.  Sharply  struck  with  most  design 
features  showing  bold  definition  in¬ 
cluding  the  obverse  stars,  Miss  Liberty’s 
hair,  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

NGC  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-65-63- 
60-60. 

The  Condition  Census  of  this  or  any  other 
Capped  Bust  half  dollar  is  a  bit  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine.  Should  one  take  into  consideration 
the  certification  service’s  population  reports? 
What  about  the  Overton  Condition  Census 
which  often  varies?  There  are  no  hard  and  fast 
rules,  as  noted  earlier.  A  relative  idea  of  scar¬ 
city  can  be  obtained  from  reviewing  all  of  the 
figures. 

A  point  of  interest  concerning  the  1817/3  is 
that  this  overdate  reaches  back  in  time  to  four 
years  earlier;  an  1813  die  was  overdated  1817. 
Moreover,  on  the  coin  the  overdate  is  sharp 
and  bold  as  it  does  not  fit  comfortably  under 
the  7.  All  in  all  the  result  is  a  delightful  variety. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


|  182 


1817  O-l 03a.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nicely  centered.  Fully  lus¬ 
trous  with  pewter  gray  toning  and  pale  golden  highlights.  All  of 
the  obverse  stars  show  full  radial  definition.  By  any  account  a  re¬ 
ally  nice  example  of  this  variety. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  63-63-60-60-60. 


183 


1817  0-110.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  pewter  gray  toning  with  blushes 
of  orange-gold  on  the  obverse.  Nicely  centered.  All  of  the  obverse 
stars  are  sharp,  showing  full  radial  definition. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-65-65-63-62. 
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Splendid  1818  Half  Dollar  Exceptional  1826  Half  Dollar 


184  1818  0-107.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  surfaces  exhibit  warm  pew¬ 

ter  gray  and  rosy  gold  iridescence.  Most  design  features  are  boldly 
defined.  Another  opportunity  for  the  half  dollar  specialist. 

NGC  Population:  10;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-63-63-60-60. 


187  1826  O-l  18a.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and  slate 

gray  toning  with  blushes  of  golden  brown.  The  majority  of  design 
features  are  sharp  including  the  eagle’s  claws. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-65-65-65-64. 


Lustrous  1819/8  Half  Dollar 


185  1819/8  Overdate,  Large  9.  0-104.  MS-63  (NGC).  Appealing  satiny 

lustre.  Warm  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence  enhances 
both  surfaces.  A  few  obverse  stars  show  some  striking  softness  as 
made,  but  most  design  features  are  sharp. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-63-63-60-60. 


Delightful  1824/1  Half  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


186  1824/1  Overdate.  0-101.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Appealing  intermingled 

golden  brown  and  gray  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  a  lovely 
blue-green  and  violet  at  the  borders.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny. 

Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-65-65-65-64. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 


Appealing  1829/7  500 


188  1829/7  Overdale.  0-101.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delightful  gold,  blue, 

and  lilac  iridescence.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent 
centering.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny. 
Overton  Condition  Census  (1990):  65-63-63-60-60. 


Outstanding  1838  Half  Dollar 

Reeded  Edge 


189  1838  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  warm  slate  gray  and 

pale  golden  brown  iridescence.  Most  central  design  features  are 
sharp  although  some  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at  the  peripher¬ 
ies.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  short-lived  (1838-1839)  design 
type,  the  Capped  Bust  with  reeded  edge,  reverse  reading  HALF 
DOL. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  2  finer  (MS-65  finest). 
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Superb  1854-0  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

J  190  1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 

have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  The  ob¬ 
verse  exhibits  intermingled  blue  and  gold  toning.  The  reverse  is  bril¬ 
liant  at  the  center  changing  to  gold  peripherally.  A  beautiful  gem 
example  of  a  highly  popular  issue.  Ideal  for  a  type  set. 


Frosty  1862-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


191  1862-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Fully  lustrous  and  sharply  struck.  All  of  the 

obverse  stars  show  their  radials  and  the  eagle  s  feather  details  are 
clearly  defined.  Some  faint  drift  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  field  to 
the  left  of  Miss  Liberty.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  delicate  golden  gray 
iridescence. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Although  the  mintage  for  the  1862-S  was  generous,  probably  not  a  single 
specimen  was  saved  by  a  numismatist  at  the  time,  simply  because  no  one  paid 
attention  to  mintmarks.  Published  guides  ignored  them,  and  not  even  the 
Mint  Cabinet  sought  specimens.  Most  1862-S  half  dollars  were  probably  used 


in  trade  with  the  Orient,  at  which  location  most  were  melted  into  bullion  All 
throughout  the  decade,  half  dollars  minted  in  San  Francisco  were  “trade 
coins.” 


1880  MS-64.  An  attractive,  prooflike  example  having  sharp  frosty 
devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  in 
the  central  areas  changes  to  vivid  gold,  violet,  and  blue  at  the  rims. 
Only  8,400  business  strikes  were  produced,  most  of  which  were 
simply  spent— as  collectors  at  the  time  preferred  coins  with  a  Proof 
finish.  Today,  a  piece  such  as  that  offered  here  can  be  deemed  a 
rarity. 

Lovely  1882  50 


193  1882  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  brown  toning  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  changes  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims.  Most  design  features 
are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Ever  popular  due  to  the  overall 
low  mintage  for  this  date:  1,100  Proofs  plus  4,400  business  strikes. 


194  1887  MS-64.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  the  fields  have  a 

texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Both  surfaces 
exhibit  attractive  blue  and  gold  toning.  Another  appealing  issue 
with  a  low  mintage:  just  710  Proofs  plus  5,000  business  strikes.  The 
latter  were  spent  or  otherwise  strayed,  and  only  a  few  were  saved. 
The  present  coin  is  a  rarity. 


Plan  To  Participate 

Plan  to  participate  in  this  sale.  Many  months  of  activity 
have  gone  into  the  preparation  ol  this  catalogue,  and  now 
it  is  in  your  hands.  Before  you  are  hundreds  of  interesting 
coins.  Plan  to  participate.  It’s  a  great  way  to  add  to  your 
collection!  Bid  by  mail  (as  most  of  our  clients  do)  or 
attend  in  person.  Either  way,  we  look  forward  to  hearing 
from  you! 


IK)  VVERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Delightful  1899-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

195  1899-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  de¬ 

vices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny,  verging  on  prooflike.  It 
seems  that  many  if  not  most  of  the  1899-S  half  dollars  were 
shipped  to  the  Phillipines,  a  new  American  possession  at  the  time, 
where  they  quickly  became  circulated  or  damaged.  David 
Lawrence  recently  commented  to  the  writer  that  in  Mint  State  the 
1899-S  is  “on  all  the  want  lists”  and,  further,  “very  few  exist  MS-64 
and  above.”  For  the  connoisseur  and  specialist  here,  indeed,  is  a 
remarkable  opportunity.  Bid  liberally! 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3  finer  (MS-66  finest). 


Gem-Quality  1912  Half  Dollar 

Low  Mintage  Proof 


196  1912  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Blushes  of  gold,  navy  blue,  and  violet  en- 

hance  the  satiny  design  elements  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Close 
examination  reveals  some  faint  hairline  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
<  heek  and  net  k  From  a  very  low  mintage  of  just  700  Proofs,  only  a 
few  of  whit  h  can  match  the  quality  of  the  piece  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population  11;  3  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Splendid  1912-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

197  1912-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Essentially  brilliant  with  a 

faint  nuance  of  golden  gray.  Most  of  the  eagle’s  plumage  details 
are  boldly  defined.  A  remarkable  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is 
readily  available  in  lower  grades,  but  is  a  landmark  rarity  at  the 
MS-66  level.  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  piece  highly  and 
wish  to  bid  accordingly.  Where  can  another  be  obtained? 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Superb  Gem  1917  Half  Dollar 


198  1917  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces  exhibit  warm  intermingled 

golden  brown,  slate  gray,  and  sea  green  iridescence.  The  second 
year  of  Adolph  Weinman's  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  design.  Not 
a  rare  date,  but  in  this  grade  fairly  elusive. 
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199 


Lustrous  1917-S  Half  Dollar 

Obverse  Mintmark 


1917-S  Obverse  mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  gray 
toning  on  lustrous  surfaces.  One  of  the  key  issues  in  the  series,  a 
classic  for  many  years.  Examples  at  this  grade  level  are  quite  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find. 


Quality  1918-S  Half  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

200  1918-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  golden  iridescence  on  satiny  surfaces.  A 

splendid  example  of  an  issue  which  in  MS-65  grade  is  very  elusive. 
NGC  Population:  15;  none  finer. 


Desirable  1918-S  Half  Dollar 


201  1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  pearl  gray  and  pale  gold  on 

frosty  surfaces.  Another  pleasing  piece. 


202  1920  MS-64.  Partially  brilliant  with  mottled  orange-gold  and 

•  chocolate  brown  toning  on  lustrous  surfaces. 


Frosty  1921  Half  Dollar 

Low-Mintage  Issue 


203  1921  MS-64  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  iridescence  enhances  the 

frosty  surfaces.  Recorded  mintage  of  only  246,000  pieces— far  and 
away  the  smallest  production  for  any  Philadelphia  Mint  coin  of 
this  design  type.  A  key  issue  that  is  always  in  demand. 


Lustrous  1921  Half  Dollar 


204  192 1  MS-62  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  Another  example  of  this  low-mintage  key  issue. 


LOWERS  AND  MERENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Rare  dates  and  mintmarks,  “type”  coins— you  name  it,  an 
there  is  probably  an  opportunity  in  the  pages  to  follow. 


Gem  Mint  State  192 1-S  Half  Dollar 

Key  Rarity  in  the  Series 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

205  192 1-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre.  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces 

with  a  delicate  nuance  of  golden  gray  iridescence.  The  192 1-S  in 
MS-65  grade  is  the  key  rarity  in  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  se¬ 
ries.  Although  the  mintage  is  not  the  lowest  in  the  series,  relatively 
few  were  saved  by  collectors.  Years  later  when  the  acquisition  of 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  by  dates  and  mintmarks  began  to  be¬ 
come  popular— in  the  1930s— it  was  soon  found  that  virtually  none 
were  to  be  had. 

Only  at  widely  spaced  intervals  does  an  example  of  this  technical 
grade  and  overall  quality  come  to  market.  Here,  indeed,  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  important  opportunity. 

NGC  Population:  9;  none  finer. 


Attractive  1795  Silver  Dollar 

Flowing  Hair  Type 


206  1795  Flowing  Hair,  Two  Leaves  Beneath  Each  Wing.  Bowers 

Borckardt-13,  Bolender-9.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Mostly  golden 
gray  surfaces  with  wisps  of  charcoal  gray  and  navy  blue  at  the  ob¬ 
verse  periphery.  Some  faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can  be 
seen  on  the  reverse.  Traces  of  frosty  lustre  are  present  around  the 
stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 

Die  State  I. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  63-60-55-50-50-45. 

We  estimate  that  today  perhaps  300  to  500  specimens  exist  of  BB-13  in  vari¬ 
ous  grades,  including  quite  a  few  in  Fine  or  lower  preservation— indicating  a 
wide  circulation  at  the  time.  Over  the  years  certain  others  had  given  this  a  sig¬ 
nificantly  higher  rating,  including  M.H.  Bolender,  who  suggested  a  population 
of  31  to  75  coins,  and,  decades  before  that,  John  Haseltine,  who  in  1881  called 
it  “very  rare.” 


BOWERS  AND  MKREN.l 


Silver  dollars 

Our  offering  of  silver  dollars  is  indeed  remarkable.  In  fact,  if 
we  were  to  have  published  the  silver  dollars  as  a  separate 
catalogue,  over  100  pieces  would  be  featured,  among  which 
would  be  some  truly  unforgettable  specimens.  Although  indi¬ 
vidual  rarities  are  described,  we  mention  that  the  run  of  Proof 
Morgan  dollars  is  without  peer  among  anything  else  available 
on  the  market  at  this  time,  or,  to  our  knowledge,  scheduled  to 
come  to  market.  Gathered  over  a  period  of  years,  this  holding 
has  numerous  gems  that  are  simply  of  breathtaking  quality. 
Further,  a  complete  collection  of  high-grade  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollars  is  offered. 


207  1795  Flowing  Hair,  Three  Leaves.  BB-18,  B-7.  AU-50  (PCGS). 

Nicely  centered.  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  intermingled  gold,  lilac, 
and  navy  blue  highlights.  Some  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can 
be  seen  on  the  reverse  (most  prominent  on  the  eagle’s  left  wing 
and  lower  torso). 

Die  State  I. 

Any  variety  of  1795  Flowing  Hair  dollar  at  the  AU  level  must  be  considered 
important,  and  the  present  piece  is  no  exception.  Such  coins  typically  saw  a 
long  life  of  hard  service,  and  relatively  few  high-echelon  specimens  can  be 
traced  today. 

Again,  years  ago  the  variety  now  known  as  BB-18,  and  considered  now  to  be 
one  of  the  more  plentiful  varieties  of  the  year,  was  designated  as  being  vers 
rare,  this  being  the  commentary  given  byJ.W.  Haseltine  in  his  1881  Type-Table 
(said  to  have  been  created  in  large  part  by  his  former  associate  ).  Colvin 
Randall,  who  received  no  credit  upon  publication).  Of  course,  anv  first  eflort 
such  as  Haseltine’s  is  necessarily  a  trial  balloon,  and  by  1950,  when  M  H 
Bolender  created  his  text,  the  more  plentiful  nature  of  this  issue  had  been  real 
ized. 


High-Grade  1795  BB-18  Dollar 

Flowing  Hair  Type 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Exceptional  1795  Dollar 

BB-27,  Flowing  Hair 


208  1795  Flowing  Hair,  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence  on  mostly  lustrous  surfaces.  Mag¬ 
nification  reveals  a  few  faint  adjustment  marks  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek  and  hair.  Another  exceptional  early  silver  dollar.  Ideal  for 
the  type  collector  or  variety  enthusiast. 

Die  State  Ill. 

The  majority  of  such  pieces  show  adjustment  marks,  these  having  been 
made  at  the  Mint  during  the  planchet  preparation  process.  Planchets  were 
punched  from  rolled-out  strip,  and  had  to  meet  certain  standards  of  weight.  It 
was  far  easier  to  make  a  planchet  ever  so  slightly  heavier  than  desired,  and 
then  adjust  it  by  filing  away  unneeded  metal— than  to  add  metal  to  bring  it  up 
to  the  desired  standard  (metal  was  added  in  a  few  instances,  such  pieces  show 
silver  plugs  at  the  center;  this  costly  process  was  later  eliminated,  and  under¬ 
weight  pieces  were  melted).  As  the  popular  grading  services  seek  to  have  one 
number  mean  all  things,  adjustment  marks  are  not  mentioned  on  holders. 
However,  adjustment  marks  are  certainly  present  on  such  pieces.  We  note  that 
our  own  preference  is  not  that  one  number  should  mean  all  things  concerning 
a  coin,  but  that  as  space  permits,  it  is  desirable  to  say  something  not  only  about 
the  technical  or  numerical  grade  (as  represented  on  a  holder),  but  also  the 
strike,  planchet,  and  overall  aesthetic  appeal. 

Among  1795  silver  dollars  of  the  Flowing  Hair  type,  the  BB-27  is  the  most 
plentiful  known  today  if  all  grades  are  considered.  However,  most  examples 
range  from  Fine-15  to  VF-30,  with  higher  and  lower  pieces  being  more  elusive, 
and  AU  being  particularly  so.  At  the  AU  level,  most  probably  about  100  to  150 
exist.  As  such,  this  is  a  good  candidate  for  a  type  set. 


209  1795  Flowing  Hair,  Three  Leaves.  BB-27,  B-5.  VF-20.  Slate  gray 

surfaces  with  delicate  golden  highlights.  The  reverse  shows  excel¬ 
lent  centering.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  obverse  rim  between 
4:00  and  7:00. 

Die  State  II. 


Outstanding  1795  Dollar 

Draped  Bust 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

210  1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  superb  strike 

having  excellent  centering,  satiny  fields,  and  frosty  design  ele¬ 
ments.  Almost  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage 
save  for  the  feathers  on  the  eagle’s  left  thigh  (viewer’s  right).  Both 
surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  pale  gold  iridescence. 

Die  State  1. 

This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  of  just  two  die  varieties  of  the  Draped  Bust 
dollar  made  this  year.  Thus,  this  die  represents  the  very  first  appearance  of 
this  motif  on  the  American  coinage  scene.  Later,  the  design  was  extended  to 
half  cents  (beginning  in  1800),  cents  (1796),  half  dimes  (a  1795  die  was  pre¬ 
pared,  then  overdated  in  1796,  making  1796  the  first  year  of  coinage),  dimes 
(1796),  quarters  (1796),  and  half  dollars  (1796). 

Some  notes  may  be  of  interest  concerning  the  development  of  the  design, 
these  being  extracted  from  the  writer's  two-volume  set,  published  in  1993,  Sil¬ 
ver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  pages 
219-220: 

Conventional  numismatic  wisdom  has  it  that  the  new  Draped  Bust 
obverse  was  the  pride  and  joy  of  Henry  William  DeSaussure,  Mint  di¬ 
rector  since  |une  1795,  who  upon  taking  office  stated  that  he  wanted 
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lo  do  two  things:  circulate  gold  coins  and  improve  the  design  of  all  de¬ 
nominations,  particularly  silver.  Portrait  artist  Gilbert  Stuart  (best 
known  todav  for  his  depiction  of  George  Washington,  unfinished  at 
the  bottom,  familiarly  displayed  in  schoolrooms)  was  hired,  and  is  said 
to  have  prepared  a  drawing  of  Mrs.  William  Bingham,  the  former  Ann 
Willing.  John  Eckstein,  a  Providence,  Rhode  Island  artist  of  uncertain 
ability  (per  Breen),  translated  the  sketches  into  plaster  (probably) 
models,  which  may  have  been  Liberty  head  and  eagle  device  punches, 
for  Mint  Engraver  Robert  Scot.  The  record  shows  that  on  September 
9.  1795,  Eckstein  was  paid  $30  for  “two  models  for  dollars.” 

In  1861  in  his  book  published  in  Paris,  Collection  de  Monnaies, 
Alexander  Vattemare,  who  had  visited  the  Philadelphia  Mint  as  early 
as  1838,  suggested  that  the  second  silver  dollar  design  of  1795  fea¬ 
tured  “the  head  of  Liberty  with  the  traits  of  Mme.  [Martha]  Washing¬ 
ton.”  Probably,  this  was  his  own  observation,  and  was  not  based  upon 
any  specific  information  he  obtained  from  Mint  officials. 

Whatever  the  inspiration  for  the  portrait,  and  whatever  the  design 
process  may  have  been,  the  obverse  and  reverse  punches  for  the  1795 
Draped  Bust  dollar  far  exceeded  in  quality  anything  created  earlier.  If 
Eckstein  did  the  Draped  Bust  and  Small  Eagle  device  punches,  he  is 
certainly  deserv  ing  of  a  niche  in  the  Pantheon  of  numismatic  notables, 
for  the  Draped  Bust  motif  went  on  to  be  used  for  many  years,  not  only 
in  the  silver  dollar  series,  but  on  other  denominations  from  the  half 
cent  to  the  half  dollar.  The  Small  Eagle  reverse,  too,  is  a  masterpiece 
of  intricate  engraving. 

The  Draped  Bust  punch,  unchanged  in  detail,  was  employed 
through  the  end  of  the  circulating  dollar  coinage  (which  bore  the  date 
1803). 

Walter  H.  Breen  suggests  that  the  mintage  of  1795  Draped  Bust  dol¬ 
lars  amounted  to  42,738  pieces,  such  being  taken  by  correlating  spe¬ 
cific  deliveries  in  1795  to  varieties  and  types  known  today.  The  as¬ 
sumption  was  made  that  dollars  of  this  design  were  struck  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  October  1795.  This  figure  is  based  on  the  further 
assumption  that  design  and  die  changes  were  made  to  correspond 
with  deliveries,  whereas  in  actuality  a  die  could  have  been  replaced  in 
the  press  in  the  midst  of  a  day’s  work,  and  the  change  of  type  cannot 
be  ascertained  from  delivery  records. 

On  October  27,  1795,  DeSaussure  resigned  his  directorship  due  to 
illness  and  disaffection  with  his  position.  Elias  Boudinot  was  his  suc¬ 
cessor  and  took  office  the  next  day. 

In  his  historical  overview  of  early  dollars  in  the  present  book,  R.W. 
Julian  suggests  that  the  most  likely  time  for  the  inception  of  Draped 
Bust  coinage  would  have  been  October  1,  1795.  If  this  conjecture 
equates  with  reality,  and  if  no  dollars  except  the  Draped  Bust  type 
were  minted  from  that  point  through  the  end  of  the  year,  and  if  no 
1795-dated  Draped  Bust  coinage  was  accomplished  in  later  year(s), 
this  would  mean  that  78,238  Draped  Bust  dollars  were  struck  in  the  re¬ 
maining  days  of  1795.  However,  as  R.W.  Julian  points  out,  this  is  pure 
supposition,  and  it  may  be  the  case  that  Draped  Bust  coinage  com¬ 
menced  earlier  or  later,  that  the  balance  of  dollars  coined  during  cal¬ 
endar  year  1795  also  included  some  Flowing  Hair  coins,  and  that 
some  1795-dated  coins  were  made  in  later  years  as  well. 


Eagerly  Sought  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


11  1795  Draped  Bust.  BB-51,  B-14.  VF-30.  Attractive  gold  and  lilac 

iridescence.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show  nice  centering,  es¬ 
pecially  the  reverse.  A  small  gouge  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  chin,  and  a  minor  obverse  rim  flaw  is  noted  at 
4:00.  Another  example  of  the  first  pair  of  dies,  the  obverse  being 
easily  recognizable  by  the  bust  of  Miss  Liberty  being  slightly  off 
center  to  the  left. 

Dir  Stair  I 


Appealing  1796  Dollar 

Small  Date,  Small  Letters 


212  1796  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  BB-63,  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  EF-45 

(NGC).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  intermingled  golden 
brown,  slate  gray,  and  electric  blue.  The  obverse  shows  nice  cen¬ 
tering.  The  high  points  are  somewhat  soft,  a  feature  probably  due 
more  to  insufficient  striking  pressure  than  to  wear. 

Die  State  I. 

In  the  earlier  mentioned  book  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the 
United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  the  author  made  the  suggestion  that  the 
mintage  of  silver  dollars  dated  1796  was  not  too  far  different  from  those  dated 
1797,  despite  popularly  published  production  figures  stating  that  many  more 
were  made  of  the  1796  year.  Indeed,  in  today’s  market,  dollars  of  1796  are  rec¬ 
ognized  as  being  key  issues,  perhaps  not  quite  so  scarce  as  those  dated  1797, 
but  not  far  from  it. 

The  reverse  of  this  particular  die  variety  is  of  the  Small  Letters  motif  and  is 
remarkable  in  the  annals  of  the  series,  inasmuch  as  it  was  also  used  to  create 
silver  dollars  dated  from  1795  through  1798,  namely:  1795  BB-51,  1796  BB-62, 
1796  BB-63  (as  here  offered),  1796  BB-66,  1797  BB-72,  and  1798  BB-81.  In¬ 
deed,  a  study  of  this  particular  reverse  die  alone  could  easily  lead  to  a  mono¬ 
graph  on  die  use  practices  at  the  early  Mint. 


Scarce  1797  BB-71  Dollar 


213  1797  Stars  10X6,  Large  Letters  reverse.  BB-71,  B-3.  EF-40  (NGC). 

Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  golden  gray,  lilac,  and  blue. 
Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals. 
An  obverse  rim  flaw  is  noted  at  5:00,  evidently  as  made. 

Dollars  of  the  1797  year  are  scarce  as  a  date,  although  two  of 
these  issues,  the  presently-offered  BB-71  and  the  subsequently  of¬ 
fered  BB-73,  are  fairly  plentiful  as  die  varities.  Perhaps  1,250  to 
2,000  are  known  totally,  across  a  wide  range  of  grades,  with  Very 
Fine  being  about  average.  The  present  piece  is  a  bit  nicer  than  tvpi- 
cally  seen. 

Die  State  III. 
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Quality  1797  Dollar 

Stars  10  Left,  Six  Right 


214  1797  Stars  10X6,  Large  Letters.  BB-71,  B-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Warm 

golden  gray  toning  with  wisps  of  frosty  lustre  around  the  stars,  let¬ 
ters,  and  numerals.  The  obverse  shows  excellent  centering.  An¬ 
other  example  of  this  scarce  date  and  popular  variety. 

Die  State  III. 


Scarce  1797  Small  Letters  $1 


216  1797  Stars  9X7,  Small  Letters.  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  VF-20 

(ANACS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  iridescent  rosy  gold,  lilac,  and 
sky  blue  iridescent  highlights.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  are 
nicely  centered.  Another  example  of  this  famous  early  dollar  vari¬ 
ety.  A  fine  addition  to  any  collection. 

Die  State  I. 


Elusive  1797  BB-72  Dollar 

Small  Letters  Reverse 


215  1797  Stars  9X7,  Small  Letters.  BB-72,  B-2.  Rarity-3+.  VF-35 

(NGC).  Deep  intermingled  golden  gray,  blue,  and  lilac  toning. 
Both  die  impressions  exhibit  full  dentilation  and  the  obverse  dis¬ 
plays  nice  centering. 

The  BB-72  with  Small  Letters  on  the  reverse  (employing  the 
same  long-lived  die  that  was  used  to  make  certain  other  issues 
from  1795  through  1798)  is  one  of  the  most  famous  issues  in  the 
early  dollar  series.  We  believe  that  about  200  or  300  exist  today, 
but  historically  a  number  of  well-known  authorities  have  suggested 
a  population  of  just  20  to  30  pieces.  No  matter,  within  the  context 
of  the  three  different  varieties  of  1 797  dollars  known  to  exist,  the 
BB-72  is  far  and  away  scarcer  than  BB-71  or  BB-73.  In  addition,  the 
Small  Letters  reverse  lends  numismatic  and  historical  interest.  The 
presently  offered  piece  is  certainly  a  nice  example. 

Die  State  I. 

The  reverse  with  Small  Letters  is  shallowly  defined,  with  very  little  in  the  way 
of  a  raised  rim  to  protect  the  design.  Thus,  on  all  die  varieties  using  this  die, 
1795  through  1798,  the  reverse  typically  exists  in  a  lower  numerical  grade  than 
the  obverse;  thus,  if  grading  by  a  single  number  is  desired,  the  obverse  grade 
should  be  used. 


Impressive  1797  Dollar 


217  1797  Stars  9X7,  Large  Letters.  BB-73,  B-la.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Par¬ 

tially  brilliant  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  gold  and  gray.  The  im¬ 
pressions  of  both  dies  show  excellent  centering  and  full  dentilation. 
A  scattering  of  tiny  marks  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face  and  neck.  Scarce  as  a  date,  relatively  plentiful  as  a  die 
variety.  Always  in  demand.  Somewhat  elusive  at  the  EF-45  grade 
level;  most  examples  of  BB-73  grade  lower  than  this. 

Die  State  111. 

Desirable  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 

Small  Letters  Reverse 


218  1798  Small  Eagle,  15  Stars,  Small  Letters.  BB-81,  B-2.  EF-45.  In¬ 

termingled  orange-gold,  maroon,  and  navy  blue  toning  with  an 
area  of  silvery  brilliance  at  the  obverse  rim  between  2:00  and  7:00. 
Nicely  centered  on  the  obverse. 

Of  all  die  varieties  of  an  early  series,  the  1798  BB-81  is  certainlv 
one  of  the  most  interesting.  This  is  the  only  1798  with  15  stars. 
Undoubtedly,  this  die  was  made  in  1795  or  before  June  1796.  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  15  stars  were  standard;  the  die  was  completed  ex 
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cept  for  the  date.  In  1798  the  uncompleted  die  had  the  date  added 
and  was  used  to  coin  this  variety.  (Alternatively  and  less  likely,  it  could 
have  been  a  die  cutting  error  similar  to  the  1817  15  Stars  cent). 

As  if  the  preceding  were  not  interesting  enough,  the  reverse  is  of 
the  famous  Small  Letters  die  which  had  been  used  since  1795.  If  a 
specialist  were  prompted  to  stand  on  the  proverbial  soapbox  and 
expound  upon  a  single  die  variety  in  the  early  series,  this  would  be  a 
good  candidate.  Certainly,  it  is  richly  romandc  and  very  fascinating. 

Die  State  11. 


1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Obverse  Stars  $1 

Condition  Census 


219  1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Stars,  Large  Letters.  BB-82,  B-l.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Warm  intermingled  lilac,  gray,  and  gold  toning.  Much 
original  mint  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design  elements  and  at 
the  borders.  Some  faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  are  noted 
on  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  above  her  head.  A  very  desirable  speci¬ 
men  of  the  second  variety  of  1798  with  Small  Eagle  reverse.  Scarce 
and  highly  desirable. 

Die  State  111. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2  finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  64-50-50-45-45T5. 


Sharp  1798  Small  Eagle  $1 


220  1798  Small  Eagle,  13  Stars,  Large  Letters.  BB-82,  B-l.  EF-40. 

W  arm  golden  gray  toning  with  much  frosty  lustre  in  the  protected 
areas  and  at  the  borders.  The  reverse  shows  excellent  centering 
and  a  minor  rim  bruise  at  12:30.  Another  example  of  this  issue. 
Die  State  III. 


08 


Mostly  Lustrous  1798  $1 


221  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  10  Arrows.  BB-108,  B-13.  AU-50  (ANACS). 

Delicate  golden  iridescence  with  blushes  of  pewter  gray  on  the  high 
points.  Most  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields.  A 
nice  coin  for  a  “type.”  First  year  with  the  Heraldic  Eagle  reverse. 

Die  State  IV. 


Scarce  1798  BB-114  $1  Variety 


222  1798  Heraldic  Eagle.  BB-114,  B-26.  Rarity-5+.  EF-40.  Lilac  toning 

on  the  high  points  deepens  to  charcoal  gray  in  the  fields.  Delicate 
gold  and  blue  iridescence  can  be  seen  on  both  surfaces.  This  issue  is 
scarce  in  all  grades,  with  a  population  estimated  to  be  in  the  range 
of  35  to  60  pieces  (with  even  this  possibly  on  the  liberal  side).  Thus, 
the  present  coin  is  a  “find”  for  the  connoisseur  and  specialist. 

Die  State  V. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  45T5-45-40-40-40. 


Especially  Nice  1799/8  BB-142  $1 

Condition  Census 


223  1799/8  Overdate,  13  Star  reverse.  BB-142,  B-l.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Mostly  slate  gray  surfaces  with  blushes  of  golden  brown,  violet, 
and  jade  green.  The  overdate  feature  is  clear,  and  the  impressions 
of  both  dies  are  nicely  centered. 

The  1799/8  BB-142  is  one  of  three  overdate  varieties  of  this 
year.  It  is  neither  the  most  plentiful  nor  the  rarest  of  the  trio,  but 
in  between.  The  overdate  feature  has  always  given  this  and  its  com¬ 
panions  a  special  desirability. 

Die  Stale  II  III  (intermediate). 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  63-62-60-60-t>0-55. 
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Handsome  1799  BB-163  $1 


226  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Intermingled  gold  and  lilac 

toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  Much  sat¬ 
iny  lustre  survives  in  the  fields,  especially  around  the  design  ele¬ 
ments  and  at  the  borders. 

Die  State  II. 


228  1799  BB-167,  B-14.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Superbly  centered  with  most 

of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  Both  surfaces 
exhibit  delicate  pastel  gold  iridescence.  Somewhat  softly  struck  on 
the  eagle’s  breast  and  right  wing  (viewer’s  left). 

The  1799  BB-167  is  fairly  scarce  in  all  grades.  When  seen,  pieces 
were  apt  to  be  well  worn,  with  grades  of  Fine  or  Very  Fine  being 
typical.  In  the  Extremely  Fine  range  pieces  are  elusive,  and  at  the 
AU-50  grade  offered  here,  the  piece  is  Condition  Census. 

Die  State  III. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  60-55-55-50-50-45. 

We  have  had  an  increasing  number  of  inquiries  to  publish  as  a  separate  unit 
the  section  on  1794-1804  silver  dollars  that  appeared  in  1993  as  part  of  the 
two-volume  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  4  Complete 
Encyclopedia.  During  the  course  of  our  preparation  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection 
catalogue  last  year  and  early  this  year,  and  with  other  catalogues  as  well,  we 
really  enjoyed  the  enthusiasm  expressed  by  such  aficionados  as  David  Perkins. 
Jim  Matthews,  and  Jules  Reiver  (to  mention  just  three  fine  people— the  list 
could  be  expanded).  The  collecting  of  early  silver  dollars  is  alive  and  well,  al¬ 
though  it  attracts  just  a  tiny  fraction  of  the  number  of  numismatists  interested 


227  1799  BB-166,  B-9.  EF-45  (NGC).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in 

orange-gold  and  slate  gray.  Blushes  of  lilac  enhance  the  obverse.  A 
nice  example  of  this  popular  variety. 

Die  State  V. 


Condition  Census  1799  BB-167  $1 


Notable  1799/8  BB-143  $1 

Nearly  Condition  Census 
Rarest  Overdate 


224  1799/8  Overdate,  13  Star  reverse.  BB-143,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Mostly  lustrous  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gray 
and  gold.  Somewhat  softly  struck  at  the  eagle’s  head  and  breast 
and  on  the  distal  portions  of  the  lowest  wing  feathers;  the  majority 
of  other  design  details,  including  the  overdate  feature,  are  sharp. 

Die  State  II. 

This  piece  is  nearly  Condition  Census,  coming  close  to  AU-55  at  the  lower 
end  of  that  elite  scale.  Of  the  three  overdate  varieties  this  year,  BB-143  is  the 
rarest.  Probably  about  250  to  450  exist  in  all  grades,  which,  if  an  accurate  esti¬ 
mate,  makes  BB-143  at  least  twice  as  elusive  as  BB-142  and  about  three  times 
rarer  than  BB-141.  Not  that  it  is  relevant  to  the  piece  offered  here  which  is  a 
nice  AU-50  example,  but  it  is  worth  mentioning  that  BB-143  is  often  seen  well 
worn,  more  so  than  the  other  overdates  of  this  year.  The  reason  for  this  is  not 
known,  but  probably  indicates  that  the  pieces  were  placed  in  the  channels  of 
commerce  shortly  after  striking,  and  were  widely  dispersed. 

Much  remains  to  be  learned  research-wise  concerning  the  distribution  of 
early  silver  dollars.  A  few  decades  ago,  before  the  subject  was  studied  carefully, 
it  was  widely  assumed  that  early  dollars  circulated  little,  if  at  all.  However,  the 
valuation  of  extant  pieces  soon  revealed  that  the  vast  majority  of  known  early 
silver  dollars  showed  wear,  often  extensive. 

It  seems  that  early  dollars  circulated  widely  in  America,  primarily  in  the  east¬ 
ern  and  southern  areas,  and  also  in  the  West  Indies.  Through  trade,  examples 
also  reached  other  ports,  including  in  South  America  and  Europe,  but  prob¬ 
ably  only  a  small  fraction  went  such  a  distance. 

In  the  early  19th  century,  half  dollars  were  produced  in  record  quantities, 
and  by  the  1820s,  extant  financial  records  show  that  most  export  trade  of 
American  silver  coins  involved  half  dollars,  with  only  an  occasional  reference 
to  dollars.  In  time,  most  became  widely  dispersed,  and  by  the  1840s  they  were 
seldom  seen,  even  in  larger  cities.  By  that  time,  many  examples  had  worn 
down  to  the  grades  that  we  would  now  call  Very  Good  or  Fine. 


225  1799  BB-158,  B-16.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Delightful  intermingled  pastel 

gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  with  most  design  fea¬ 
tures  defined  to  full  advantage.  Even  the  majority  of  the  eagle’s 
neck  and  breast  feathers  are  distinct.  Somewhat  imperfectly  cen¬ 
tered  with  the  result  that  the  dentils  at  3:00  (on  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse)  are  especially  long  and  well  defined.  An  ideal  speci¬ 
men  for  the  type  collector,  as  this  is  one  of  the  more  plentiful  die 
varieties  of  the  1799  year,  thus  there  is  little  premium  above  its 
basic  value  as  a  date. 

Die  State  III. 


Attractive  1799  BB-158  $1 
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m  early  cents.  As  such,  there  are  many  opportunities  among  early  dollars.  Often 
a  vanctv  which  is  decidedly  scarce  can  be  bought  for  a  "type"  price.  With  a  bud¬ 
get  of  from  several  hundred  dollars  up  to  $  1 ,000,  the  serious  collector  can  put 
together  a  beautiful  cabinet  of  die  varieties  of  issues  of  the  Draped  Bust  obverse. 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse,  w  ith  pieces  in  such  desirable  grades  as  YT  and  EF. 


Condition  Census  1799  BB-169  $1 


229  1799  BB-169,  B-21.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and 

gold  iridescence.  Almost  all  of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives 
in  the  fields.  Most  design  features  are  quite  sharp  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  eagle’s  head,  breast,  and  right  wing  (viewer’s  left). 

The  1799  B-169  is  in  the  middle  range  of  availability  among  the 
varieties  of  this  particular  year.  We  estimate  that  450  to  850  exist 
across  a  wide  range  of  grades,  with  most  being  in  the  VF-20  to  EF- 
45  category.  At  the  AU  level  as  offered  here,  the  variety  is  rare. 

Die  State  IYf. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  63-60-60-58-55-55. 


Lovely  1800  BB-187  $1 


230  1800  BB-187,  B-16.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  the  high 

points  changes  to  pastel  gold  in  the  fields.  Somewhat  softly  struck 
at  Miss  Liberty’s  temple  and  on  the  eagle’s  breast  and  left  wing; 
most  other  design  features  are  sharp.  This  specimen  at  AU-50  is 
just  below  the  Condition  Census,  which  ends  at  AU-55.  It’s  possi¬ 
bly  worth  noting  that  the  Amon  Carter,  Jr.,  specimen  (sold  by 
Stack’s  in  1984)  was  AU-50,  reflecting  the  difficulty  of  acquiring 
this  particular  variety  in  higher  grades. 

Die  State  IYr. 


Distinctive  1800  AMERICA!  $1 


Variety  BB-192 


231  1800  AMERICAI.  BB-192,  B-19.  EF-45  (NGC).  Orange-gold  and  li¬ 

lac  iridescence  in  the  central  areas  changes  to  charcoal  gray  at  the 
rims.  This  variety  has  been  famous  for  many  years. 

From  a  quick  glance  at  catalogue  listings  this  variety  would  seem 
to  be  an  engraving  error,  but  in  reality  the  extra  “I"  in  AMERICAI  is 
a  stray  mark  (apparently,  not  a  die  crack),  perhaps  from  a  punch  or 
from  a  stray  piece  of  metal  during  the  die-making  process.  There 
are  no  serifs  on  the  stray  mark,  and  it  takes  a  dash  of  imagination  to 
figure  it  as  an  I.  Nowhere  else  in  the  early  silver  dollar  series  has  an 
irrelevant  stray  mark  done  so  much  for  the  popularity  of  a  coin! 
There  are  two  obverses  which  share  the  AMERICAI  reverse,  the 
presendy-offered  BB-192  being  the  more  plentiful  of  the  pair. 

Die  State  I. 

When  commenting  on  the  stray  mark  that  caused  this  variety  to  become 
popular,  we  could  not  help  but  reflect  upon  our  earlier  listing  of  the  1922 
"Plain”  Lincoln  cent,  a  somewhat  related  circumstance,  although  in  a  different 
context. 


Desirable  1800  BB-193  $1 


232  1800  BB-193,  B-18.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  toning  with  warm 

gold,  blue,  and  violet  iridescent  highlights.  The  reverse  shows  ex¬ 
cellent  centering  and  much  satiny  lustre  survives  in  the  protected 
areas.  An  excellent  opportunity  to  acquire  an  example  of  the  1800 
date,  as  the  variety  itself  is  rather  plentiful,  and  no  extra  premium 
has  to  be  paid  for  it. 

Die  State  111. 


233 


Quality  1801  BB-212  $1 

1801  BB-212,  B-2.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mottled  gold,  gray,  and  lilac  iridescence 
enhances  both  surfaces.  The  obverse  shows  excellent  centering,  and  most 
of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  survives  in  the  fields. 

The  1801  was  made  to  the  extent  of  just  four  die  varieties,  none  of  which 
is  a  rarity.  However,  as  there  were  only  four  varieties  made  this  year  the 
total  population  is  considerably  less  than,  for  example,  1 799.  Regarding  the 
BB-212,  the  Condition  Census  terminates  at  AU-55.  Thus  the  presently  of¬ 
fered  piece  mounts  a  close  challenge. 

Die  State  II 
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Exceptional  1801  BB-212  $1 


234  1801  BB-212,  B-2.  AU-50  (NGC).  Pale  golden  toning  with  some 

hints  of  lilac  on  the  obverse.  The  impressions  of  both  dies  show 
almost  perfect  centering.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at 
Miss  Liberty’s  temple  and  the  eagle’s  breast.  Another  example  of 
this  popular  variety  and  scarce  date. 

Die  State  II. 


Condition  Census  1802/1  Dollar 


Variety  BB-234 


235  1802/1  Overdate.  BB-234,  B-3.  AU-55  (NGC).  Charcoal  gray  sur¬ 

faces  with  blushes  and  splashes  of  blue,  gold,  and  violet  irides¬ 
cence.  Much  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  in  the  fields,  albeit  some¬ 
what  subdued  by  the  deep  toning.  All  in  all  this  is  a  notable  speci¬ 
men,  as  most  examples  of  BB-234  show  extensive  signs  of  wear. 

Die  State  II. 

NGC  Population:  4;  6  finer  (AU-58  finest).  The  overdate  feature  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  on  the  NGC  holder. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  63-60-60-58-55-55. 


236  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  EF-40  (NGC).  Nicely  centered  and  attractively 

toned  in  intermingled  orange-gold  and  lilac.  If  you  are  seeking  an 
example  of  the  1802  date,  you  are  in  luck  with  this  offering,  as  BB- 
241  is  the  most  often  seen  variety  of  the  year.  However,  taken  as  a 
whole,  dollars  dated  1802  are  fairly  scarce. 

Die  State  I. 


Condition  Census  1803  BB-254  $1 


237  1803  Small  3.  BB-254,  fr4.  Rarity-3-.  AU-55  (NGC).  Warmly  and 

attractively  toned  in  orange-gold,  lilac,  and  blue,  with  some 
splashes  of  mottled  brilliance  on  the  reverse.  Most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  is  still  present  in  the  fields.  The  impressions  of  both 
dies  show  excellent  centering. 

This  variety  is  scarce  by  any  standard,  and  probably  only  about 
300  to  500  or  so  exist  in  all  grades,  typically  significantly  lower 
than  that  offered  here. 

Die  State  I. 

Bowers-Borckardt  Condition  Census  (1993):  58-55-55-55-55-55. 


Popular  1803  Large  3  $1 


Variety  BB-255 


238  1803  Large  3.  BB-255,  B-6.  AU-50.  Mostly  pastel  orange-gold  and 

lilac  with  wisps  of  mint  brilliance  around  some  of  the  design  ele¬ 
ments  on  both  surfaces.  The  fields  are  satiny.  Magnification  re¬ 
veals  a  faint  scratch  on  Miss  Liberty’s  neck.  Although  1803  is 
scarce  as  a  date,  within  the  context  of  this  year  the  BB-255  is  the 
variety  most  often  seen.  As  such,  the  present  lot  offers  a  significant 
opportunity  for  the  collector  desiring  this  date. 

Die  State  II. 


One  Lot  Only 

Do  you  want  to  increase  your  chances  for  success? 
Please  refer  to  the  Term  of  Sale,  No.  1 6  for  our  “One  Lot 
Only”  option.  With  it  you  can  bid  on  several  examples  of 
the  same  issue  or  type  and  be  sure  that  you  will  win  no 
more  than  one.  This  is  a  very  valuable  feature.  Use  it! 
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The  Rarities  Sale 


Classic  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 

C.  GOBRECHT  F.  Below  Base 


(photo  enlarged 


to 


twice 


actual  size) 


239  1836  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  Below  Base,  Eagle  Flying  Left  Amid 

Stars.  Silver.  Plain  edge.  Restrike.  P-61,  J-58.  Rarity-5.  Proof-62 
(PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  features  defined  to 
full  advantage.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  vivid  orange-gold  toning  with 
blushes  and  splashes  of  blue  and  violet  on  the  reverse. 

Die  Alignment  III. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  historical  and  most  interesting  of  all  silver  dollars, 
and,  really,  any  collector  who  can  afford  one  should  acquire  a  specimen.  In¬ 
deed,  few  issues  in  all  of  American  numismatics  have  a  richer  background. 

Some  historical  notes  may  be  of  interest  to  readers  and  are  adapted  from 
our  comments  in  the  recent  Eliasberg  Collection  catalogue: 

“A  new  coinage  of  silver  dollars  was  advocated  for  purely  practical  reasons 
by  Mint  Director  Robert  Maskell  Patterson  in  a  letter  to  Treasury  Secretary 
Woodbury  dated  April  14,  1836: 

“I  have. ..ordered  the  engraver  to  proceed  immediately  with  the  dollar 
die.  Our  chief  coinage  of  silver,  destined  perhaps  rather  for  the  vaults  of 
the  banks  than  for  general  circulation. 

“Now,  with  the  same  labor,  we  can  coin  nearly  twice  the  amount  in  dol¬ 
lars  than  we  can  coin  in  half  dollars,  and  thus  the  ability  of  the  Mint  will  be 
much  increased.... 

“At  the  time  the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  was  the  largest  silver  coin  of  the 
American  realm,  had  been  minted  in  fairly  large  quantities,  and  was  popular 
for  specie  reserves  of  private  and  state-chartered  banks. 

“Christian  Gobrecht,  recently  hired  as  an  assistant  to  Chief  Engraver  Will¬ 
iam  Kneass  (who  was  incapacitated  by  a  stroke),  was  directed  to  prepare  an  ob¬ 
verse  design  of  the  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  seated,  based  upon  paintings  and 
sketches  by  artists  Titian  Peale  and  Thomas  Sully,  following  the  request  of  Di¬ 
rector  Patterson  and  Chief  Engraver  Kneass.  The  inspiration  for  this  motif 
seems  to  have  been  rooted  in  the  neoclassicism  movement  of  the  era.  Gods, 
goddesses,  and  other  allegorical  figures  were  often  portrayed  in  long  flowing 
robes  with  such  accouterments  as  birds,  wreaths,  shields,  weapons,  and  other 
objects.  I  he  reverse  design  portrayed  a  flying  eagle  said  to  have  been  modeled 
after  Peter,  an  eagle  which  in  the  1830s  was  a  mascot  at  the  Mint  (and  which, 
in  stuffed  form,  presided  on  a  perch  over  the  Treasury  Department  exhibit  at 
the  Columbian  Exposition  in  1893). 

In  1836  pattern  silver  dollars  were  struck  following  these  designs.  In  one 
version  of  the  story.  Director  Patterson,  viewing  initial  impressions  of  the  die, 
was  so  delighted  with  the  new  design  that  he  directed  Christian  Gobrecht  to 
place  his  name  on  it.  Gobrecht,  employing  the  signature  used  on  certain  of  his 
medals,  boldly  signed  it  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  (the  F  being  for  fecit ,  in  Latin,  made 
ill  in  the  field  above  the  date.  Alternatively,  Gobrecht,  following  his  traditional 
practice,  simply  signed  the  die  in  this  manner  (see  notes  below). 

It  is  said  that  one  or  more  newspaper  accounts  called  unfavorable  attention 
to  the  prominence  of  his  signature,  and  Gobrecht  subsequently  removed  it. 
( )n  other  dies  his  name  was  placed  inconspii  uously  on  the  base  of  Liberty.  On 
the  later  Gobrecht  dollars  of  1838  and  1839  his  name  is  omitted  entirely. 

The  following  account  by  Edward  I)  Cogan,  dean  of  American  rare  coin 


dealers,  was  published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  June  1867,  and 
may  shed  some  light  upon  the  subject: 

“One  variety  of  this  dollar. ..has  the  name  of  Gobrecht  in  the  field  of  the 
dollar,  the  ordinary  one  having  it  on  the  base  of  the  figure  of  Liberty.  Of 
this  latter  variety  there  were  one  thousand  struck;  now  however  they  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  in  a  very  fine  state  of  preservation,  and  are  valuable.  These 
dollars  seem  to  have  been  pretty  freely  circulated,  at  least  for  some  time,  as 
they  are  frequently  found  in  poor  condition. 

“As  the  history  of  these  dollars  is  not  known  to  more  than  a  few  collectors, 

I  will  relate  the  facts  connected  with  them,  which  may  be  relied  upon,  and 
possess  considerable  interest: 

“In  the  year  1836,  during  which  Mr.  Patterson  was  director  of  the  Mint,  in¬ 
structions  were  given  to  make  a  die  for  a  pattern  dollar  for  that  year,  and 
upon  the  production  of  the  one  first  issued  of  the  two  referred  to,  Mr. 
Patterson  was  so  highly  pleased  with  the  workmanship  of  it,  that  he  insisted 
that  Mr.  Gobrecht  should  have  his  name  upon  it,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
request,  Mr.  G.  inserted  it  between  the  date  and  the  base  of  the  dollar,  by 
which  circumstance  it  is  distinguished  from  the  other  variety  as  the  ‘Gobrecht 
in  the  field’  dollar. 

“The  press,  in  discussing  the  merits  of  this  pattern  piece,  made  some  un¬ 
called  for  remarks  about  the  conceited  German  putting  his  name  so  con¬ 
spicuously  on  the  coin,  and  it  hurt  the  old  gentleman’s  feelings  so  much, 
that  he,  immediately  after  reading  the  criticism,  took  his  name  off  the  die. 
Mr.  Patterson,  however,  still  insisted  that  it  should  be  on  the  dollar,  and  it 
was  then  put  on  the  base  of  the  figure  of  Liberty,  but  in  such  small  letters  as 
to  be  scarcely  discernible  to  the  naked  eye.  There  were  only  18  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  variety  struck,  and  they  are  consequently  very  rare  and  highly  esteemed 
by  collectors,  bringing  generally  from  $50  to  $60.  I  was  offered  one  within 
the  past  few  weeks,  but  could  not  purchase  it  for  under  $70. 

“Two  reverse  die  styles  were  used  to  coin  Gobrecht  dollars  of  1836-1839.  The 
first  used  in  1836,  illustrated  an  eagle  flying  to  the  left  in  a  field  of  26  stars  (by 
this  year,  the  Union  had  increased  in  size  from  the  original  13  colonies  to  26 
states),  comprised  of  13  small  stars  and  13  large  ones.  Dollars  of  1836  thus  had 
the  stars  on  the  reverse  and  none  on  the  obverse.  The  second  style,  with  an 
eagle  in  a  plain  field  on  the  reverse,  was  used  on  dollars  dated  1838  and  1839 
which  had  13  stars  on  the  obverse. 

“The  two  styles  of  Gobrecht  silver  dollars  struck  and  then  placed  into  circula¬ 
tion  for  face  value  are  these: 

“1836:  Name  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  base.  No  stars  on  obverse.  Plain  edge. 
Reverse  with  eagle  surrounded  by  13  large  and  13  small  stars.  1,000  coined  in 
18.36  and  600  in  1837  (with  the  1836  date),  l< »i  a  total  mintage  of  1 ,600 

“1839:  No  engraver's  name.  13  stars  on  obverse.  Reeded  edge.  Reverse 
with  eagle  in  plain  field.  300  coined.” 

By  any  evaluation  the  1836  as  offered  in  the  present  stile,  with  C.  GOBRECHT 
F.  below  base,  is  a  pattern.  Because  of  this  the  issue  will  sell  for  far  less  than  if  it 
were  a  circulation  strike.  However,  just  as  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  has  been 
“adopted”  by  many  collectors  of  regular  cents,  it  certainly  is  an  interesting  possi 
bility  for  any  silver  dollar  enthusiast  to  acquire  this  pattern. 
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Splendid  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 

C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


240  1836  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base,  Eagle  Flying  Left  Amid  Stars. 

Silver.  Plain  edge.  Original.  P-65,  J-60.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Boldly 
struck  with  full  detail  definition  found  in  virtually  all  areas.  Essen¬ 
tially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  exquisite  quality,  one  of  1,000  pieces  struck  in  cal¬ 
endar  year  1836.  Most  others  were  placed  into  circulation  at  face 
value.  Today,  Proofs  at  this  level  are  very  rare. 

Die  Alignment  I. 

In  1860  in  his  book,  The  Cabinet  Collection  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  Di¬ 
rector  James  Ross  Snowden  commented  as  follows: 

"The  other  silver  coins  remained  unchanged  until  the  year  1836.  In  this 
year,  the  dollar,  which  had  not  been  coined  since  the  year  1804,  again  made  its 
appearance,  but  this  time  in  an  entirely  new  costume.  On  the  obverse  it  pre¬ 
sents  the  goddess  of  Liberty  seated  upon  a  rock,  supporting  with  her  right 
hand  the  United  States  shield,  across  which  floats  a  scroll,  inscribed  “LIB¬ 
ERTY;”  and  with  her  left,  the  staff  and  liberty  cap.  (This  effigy  has  graced  our 
coinage  ever  since,  to  the  present  day.)  Beneath  it  is  the  date  T836.' 

“On  the  reverse  is  an  eagle  in  flight,  facing  to  the  left,  surrounded  by  26 
stars,  of  different  magnitudes,  according  to  the  size  of  the  States  which  they 
represent.  (The  twenty-sixth  star  was  intended  for  Michigan,  which  was  then 
an  applicant  for  admission  into  the  Union,  but  was  not  admitted  until  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  following  year.)  Legend:  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  .  . 
ONE  DOLLAR. 

“The  dies  for  this  coinage  were  designed  and  engraved  by  Mr.  Christian 
Gobrecht,  whose  name  appears  upon  the  base  which  supports  the  effigy  of 
Liberty.  The  edge  is  perfectly  plain.  There  was  a  coinage  of  1,000  pieces, 
which  were  returned  to  the  Treasurer  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  they  were  intended  merely  as  specimen  pieces,  being 
issued  for  the  purpose  of  courting  public  approbation.’ 


Today  the  1836  Gobrecht  dollar  is  unusual  inasmuch  as  all  were  made  with 
mirror  Proof  finish  (none  with  frosty  or  lustrous  “business  strike”  surfaces,  but 
nearly  all  were  placed  into  circulation.  Perhaps  this  was,  as  Snowden  said,  “for  pub¬ 
lic  approbation,  but  if  so  this  was  simply  to  let  the  public  see  them  in  everyday  use. 
The  situation  is  not  comparable  to  that  later  for  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent  in  which 
pieces  were  distributed  in  quandty  to  congressmen,  newspapers,  and  others  of  per¬ 
sonal  influence— although  a  few  may  have  been  dispersed  in  this  manner. 

Over  the  years  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  cataloguing  and  presenting  in  the 
auction  venue  a  number  of  interestingly  pedigreed  examples  of  this  particular 
coin,  including  one  that  was  the  personal  property  of  President  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  and  another  owned  by  famed  Naval  personality  Commodore  Matthew  C. 
Perry.  It  is  interesting  that  both  Jackson  and  Perry  were  numismatists  in  their 
own  time.  The  president  acquired  a  number  of  interesting  specimens  which 
were  later  on  view  at  his  personal  home,  The  Hermitage,  after  he  left  the  White 
House.  Perry  apparently  collected  widely  and  had  many  diverse  items  including 
Hard  Times  tokens  by  varieties. 

It  is  a  pleasant  endeavor  to  track  down  information  concerning  early  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatists,  particularly  those  before  the  Civil  War.  At  present  the  editor 
of  this  catalogue  (QDB)  is  working  on  a  book-length  study  of  Augustus  B.  Sage, 
whose  accomplishments  were  many,  including  participating  in  the  founding  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Society  (the  first  meeting  was  held  at  his  home  in 
New  York  City  in  1858),  being  the  most  important  American  auction  cataloguer 
in  the  year  1859  (and  conducting  three  important  sales),  issuing  fixed  price  lists, 
and  making  and  selling  tokens  on  various  historical  subjects.  The  progress  of 
this  book  has  been  interesting.  It  started  out  as  a  small  monograph,  and  then 
grew.  At  present,  it  is  estimated  to  be  the  best  part  of  200  pages,  but  we  won’t 
guarantee  that  it  won’t  challenge  the  300  mark!  How  to  market  and  distribute 
this  book  has  not  been  decided,  but  will  be  considered  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
Most  probably  it  will  be  produced  in  a  limited  edition  of  several  hundred  cop¬ 
ies,  offered  by  subscription  at  an  advantageous  advance  price.  More  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  made  available  once  we  determine  our  own  direction. 


Popular  1836  Gobrecht  Dollar 

241  1836  C.  GOBRECHT  F.  on  Base,  Eagle  Flying  Left  Amid  Stars. 

Silver.  Plain  edge.  P-65,  J-60.  Proof-50  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  toning. 
A  scattering  of  contact  marks  can  be  seen  consistent  with  the 
grade. 

Die  Alignment  IV. 

One  can  readily  imagine  that  this  piece  was  placed  into  circulation  shortly 
after  the  time  of  striking,  and  continued  in  commercial  use  for  the  next  de 
cade  or  so  (but  almost  certainly  was  plucked  out  by  early  1853,  at  which  time 
such  pieces  became  worth  more  in  bullion  value  than  face  value). 
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242 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


1838  Gobrecht.  Eagle  Left  Flying  in  Plain  Field.  Silver.  Reeded 
edge.  Restrike.  P-93,  J-84.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Some  of  the 
obverse  stars  show  softness  at  their  centers,  but  all  other  design 
features  appear  to  be  sharp.  Attractive  intermingled  pink,  gold, 
and  blue  toning.  A  splendid  opportunity  to  acquire  this  highly 
prized  specimen. 

Of  the  three  dates  found  on  Gobrecht  dollars— 1836,  1838,  and 
1839— the  dollars  dated  1838  are  the  rarest.  Thus,  the  present 
piece  is  a  key  issue. 

Die  Alignment  III. 

The  popularity  today  of  Gobrecht  dollars  of  various  dates  is  due  in  no  small 
part  to  their  prominent  listing  in  each  annual  issue  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United 
States  Coins.  This  has  sufficed  to  widely  increase  the  demand  for  such  pieces 
whenever  they  appear  for  auction  competition.  By  way  of  comparison,  the  en¬ 


thusiasm  and  consequent  high  price  levels  experienced  in  the  market  today 
for  elusive  varieties  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  has  made  such  classic  rarities  as 
Gobrecht  issues  almost  inexpensive  by  comparison.  Although  the  circum¬ 
stances  are  not  recorded,  it  is  believed  that  most  1838  Gobrecht  silver  dollars 
known  today  were  made  at  the  Mint  circa  1858-1859,  when  director  James 
Ross  Snowden  publicized  his  policy  of  restriking  patterns  and  early  issues  for 
sale  and  trade  to  collectors  and  dealers.  While  this  was  conducted  openly 
through  early  1859,  the  process  seems  to  have  gone  “underground.”  After  that 
time,  little  documentation  exists. 

The  late  Stephen  K.  Nagy  conversed  with  your  editor  several  times  in  the 
1950s,  and  stated  that  there  was  much  more  to  the  Gobrecht  silver  dollar  story 
than  had  ever  reached  print.  He  also  said  that  every  time  a  Gobrecht  dollar 
passed  through  his  hands— and  early  in  the  20th  century  he  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  dealers  of  such  pieces— he  put  a  “secret  mark”  on  it.  Today  in 
1997  the  nature  of  this  secret  mark  isn’t  known. 


Prized  1838  Gobrecht  $1  Rarity 

Most  Elusive  of  Three  Dates 
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Important  1839  Gobrecht  $1  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


243  1839  Gobrecht.  Eagle  Flying  in  Plain  Field.  Silver.  Reeded  edge. 

P-1 16,  J-104.  Rarity-3.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Boldly  struck  with  virtually 
all  design  features  showing  full  definition  including  the  obverse 
stars,  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  and  drapery,  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 
Gold  and  lilac  toning  ornaments  the  central  areas,  while  wisps  and 
tinges  of  blue  enhance  the  rims. 

A  highly  important  issue,  which  may  have  been  made  for  circula¬ 
tion,  or,  alternatively,  may  have  been  a  restrike.  The  jury  is  out  on 
this  one,  and  additional  research  is  needed. 

Die  Alignment  IV.  Original  versus  restrike  status  disputed.  Die  Alignment 
IV  pieces  are  regarded  as  originals  by  some  numismatists  and  as  restrikes  by 
others.  Conventional  wisdom  has  it  that  originals  are  of  Die  Alignment  I,  with 
the  obverse  and  reverse  oriented  180°  apart.  The  trouble  is  that  such  pieces 
are  virtually  non-existent,  and  examples  that  show  wear  are  not  of  this  orienta¬ 
tion!  Some  relevant  remarks  in  our  Eliasberg  catalogue,  Lot  2203,  are  given 
below: 


Until  relatively  recently,  the  time  of  striking  of  the  Alignment  IV  pieces  was 
not  known.  In  a  January  8,  1997,  letter  to  the  cataloguer,  James  C.  Gray  re¬ 
marked:  “It  is  my  feeling  that  all  of  the  issue  of  December  1839  were  made  in 
Alignment  IV,  and  these  can  be  differentiated  from  the  restrikes  by  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  cracked  reverse  die  on  the  restrikes." 

This  is  a  change  from  the  earlier  conventional  wisdom  that  Alignment  IV 
pieces  were  made  circa  1858-1860  and  that  originals  were  of  Alignment  I.  The 
change  in  opinion  came  about  due  to  a  number  of  factors,  including  the  ob¬ 
servation  that  many  if  not  most  1839  dollars  of  Alignment  IV,  from  an  unbro¬ 
ken  reverse  die,  show  some  wear  or  contact  marks.  Apparently,  this  consti¬ 
tuted  the  entire  1839  original  issue  comprising  a  total  coinage  of  300  pieces. 
Many  of  these  were  placed  into  circulation  at  face  value.  It  is  relevant  to  note 
that  in  nine  years  of  inspecting  1839  Gobrecht  dollars  of  this  die  combination, 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  has  never  seen  even  a  single  example  of  Alignment  I,  nor 
has  James  C.  Gray,  nor  has  any  other  authoritative  observer  reported  inspect¬ 
ing  one  in  recent  decades.  Thus,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  for  the  1839 
Gobrecht  dollar.  Alignment  I  does  not  exist  (James  C.  Gray  has  posted  a  $500 
reward  for  the  first  person  producing  one  for  inspection!),  and  that  originals 
are  of  Alignment  IV  from  an  unbroken  reverse  die. 


1846  Proof  $1  Rarity 

244  1846  Proof-62  (NGC).  Slate  gray  toning  with  delicate  blue,  violet, 

and  gold  iridescent  highlights.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  de¬ 
fined.  This  is  the  “perfect  date”  Proof  issue,  without  repunching. 

All  Proofs  of  the  1840s  are  rarities,  and  the  offering  of  an  ex¬ 
ample  is  always  an  important  numismatic  occasion.  4  oday  prob¬ 
ably  somewhere  around  30  to  40  examples  exist  in  all,  of  which, 
perhaps,  most  are  of  the  repunched  variety  (per  \\  alter  Breen). 

NGC  Population:  1;  3  finer  (MS-65  finest). 
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Famous  1851  Original  $1 

High  Date 


( photo  enlarged 


to  twice  actual  size) 


245  1851  Original,  High  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty 

and  the  fields  are  satiny.  The  obverse  is  mostly  electric  blue  with 
splashes  of  orange-gold  and  violet  at  the  center.  The  reverse  has 
pastel  golden  brown  and  lilac-gray  toning.  Over  a  long  span  of 
years  the  1851  original  has  been  highly  prized.  It  may  be  worth 
noting  that  the  fabled  Eliasberg  Collection  represented  the  1851 
dollar  by  a  restrike. 

To  the  best  of  our  knowledge  there  is  somewhere  between  25 
and  40  1851  Original  silver  dollars,  these  remaining  from  an  origi¬ 
nal  mintage  of  1,300  pieces.  On  all  known  originals,  the  stars  show 
some  flatness  on  the  right  side,  and  there  are  die  striae  visible 
from  the  die  preparation  process.  In  our  study  of  silver  dollars  a 
few  years  ago  we  noted  that  in  the  VF-20  to  AU-58  range  there  are 
10  to  20  specimens  known  today,  five  to  10  known  in  the  MS-60  to 
MS-62  range,  five  to  10  known  in  the  MS-63  range,  four  to  eight 
classified  as  MS-64,  and  two  to  four  as  MS-65  or  finer.  The  certifi¬ 
cation  services  are,  on  balance,  somewhat  more  liberal  than  we 
are,  tending  to  be  more  generous  in  their  figures.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  the  1851  Original  is  a  rarity  by  any  standard. 


PCGS  Population:  4;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

By  the  late  1850s,  many  collectors  and  several  dealers  recognized  that  dol¬ 
lars  dated  1851  (and  also  1852)  were  very  elusive.  Accordingly,  searches  began 
at  bullion  and  specie  dealers,  and  such  pieces  were  plucked  from  their  hold¬ 
ings  whenever  found.  At  the  time  silver  dollars  did  not  circulate  in  commerce, 
nor  had  they  circulated  since  the  early  1850s. 

Requests  were  made  to  the  Mint  by  dealer  John  K.  Curtis  and  possibly  oth¬ 
ers  for  examples  of  the  1851.  James  R.  Snowden  had  indicated  that  the  Mint 
would  furnish  certain  rare  coins  and  medals  in  exchange  for  pieces  needed  for 
the  Mint  Cabinet.  The  exact  scenario  is  not  known,  but  it  is  presumed  that 
circa  1858-1859  the  Mint  either  dusted  off  an  unused  1851  obverse  die  (with 
the  date  more  centered  than  on  the  “High  Date”  Original),  or  made  up  a  new 
obverse  die,  and  produced  restrikes.  All  of  the  latter  were  with  Proof  finish, 
whereas  no  1851  Originals  with  High  Date  are  known  in  Proof  format  (the 
present  cataloguer’s  opinion;  we  recognize  that  certain  other  qualified  people 
disagree).  In  time,  the  influx  of  restrikes  helped  satisfy  the  demand  for  the 
1851  date.  We  estimate  that  about  50  to  100  restrikes  were  minted,  and  of  that 
number,  possibly  30  to  50  survive  today.  In  general,  when  an  1851  silver  dollar 
comes  on  the  market  it  is  a  restrike,  the  aforementioned  Eliasberg  offering 
being  but  one  of  many  similar  situations. 

At  the  MS-64  level  the  present  piece  stands  high  among  the  relatively  few 
originals  known.  As  such  it  is  a  landmark  in  the  present  Rarities  Sale. 


1856  Proof  $1  Rarity 

Rare  for  Two  Reasons 


246  1856  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Warm  intermingled  orange-gold  and  slate 

gray  iridescence.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full 
advantage  including  the  obverse  stars  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

The  1856  is  rare  on  two  counts.  First,  as  a  Proof  it  is  very  elusive.  Probably 
no  more  than  60  to  125  Proofs  were  struck,  and  of  that  number  nearly  half 
have  disappeared  in  the  intervening  years.  Equally  important,  the  1856  is  rare 
as  a  date.  Very  early  in  American  numismatic  history  the  scarcity  of  the  issue 
was  recognized  by  M.W.  Dickeson  and  others.  Participants  in  auction  sales  late 
in  the  1850s,  and  throughout  the  1860s,  knew  that,  indeed,  an  1856  dollar  was 
an  item  to  be  highly  prized.  For  some  reason  not  fully  explainable,  the  1856 
faded  from  the  limelight,  and  until  recent  times  its  true  rarity  was  not  appreci¬ 
ated.  Now,  with  the  extensive  studies  done  by  members  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club  and  various  authors,  the  1856  again  is  on  a  pedestal. 
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Rare  1861  Proof  Dollar 


247  1861  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  brown,  blue,  and  violet 

surfaces.  Close  examination  reveals  a  faint  line  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
right  thigh  and  an  abrasion  on  her  right  arm  (viewer’s  left).  Almost 
all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage  including  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars,  Miss  Liberty’s  drapery,  and  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

The  1861  is  highly  prized  as  a  Proof;  fewer  than  500  were  actually  distrib¬ 
uted  (against  a  mintage  of  1,000  pieces).  Business  strikes  are  likewise  scarce, 
and  even  a  worn  piece  in  VG  or  Fine  is  worth  hundreds  of  dollars.  Thus,  a 
Proof  is  doubly  desirable.  Curiously,  today  in  1997  the  market  for  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  is  skewed  toward  “types”  rather  than  rare  dates,  and  an  issue 
such  as  the  1861  does  not  sell  for  a  great  deal  more  than  a  more  readily  avail¬ 
able  date.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  an  opportunity. 

1862  Mint  State  $1  Rarity 


248  1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the 
fields  are  satiny.  Mostly  pale  champagne  iridescence  with  some 
splashes  of  electric  blue  and  golden  brown.  In  Mint  State  the  1862 
dollar  is  exceedingly  rare.  Of  the  1 1 ,540  pieces  struck,  virtually  all 
have  since  disappeared,  and  even  well  worn  pieces  are  elusive.  At 
the  Mint  State  level,  particularly  in  the  choice  condition  offered 
here,  the  1862  is  a  first-class  rarity,  several  times  more  elusive  than 
an  equivalent  Proof.  Here  is  another  opportunity  the  connoisseur 
and  specialist  will  truly  appreciate. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-65). 

249  1863  Proof-61.  Pale  golden  gray  iridescence  complements  the 
sharp  devices  and  nicely  reflective  fields.  A  scattering  of  minor 
handling  marks  accounts  for  the  assigned  grade. 

Attractive  Proof  1865  Dollar 


>50  1865  Proof-63  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  cameos  and  the 


fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  Most  design  features  are  as  sharp  as 
could  be  desired.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pleasing  golden  irides¬ 
cence.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date,  but  more  of  a  “type”  than  the  issues 
earlier  in  the  decade. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1866  $1 

First  Year  With  Motto 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

251  1866  With  Motto.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Warmly  and  attractively 

toned  in  electric  blue,  vivid  violet,  and  golden  brow  n.  The  design 
elements  are  sharp  and  both  surfaces  show  pronounced  cameo 
contrast.  A  truly  outstanding  example  of  the  first  year  with  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse.  A  prize  item  for  the  Liberty 
Seated  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  collector. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

The  year  1866  represents  the  first  use  of  the  motto  on  the  American  silver 
series,  although  it  had  been  used  elsewhere  (as  on  the  two-cent  piece  since 
1864).  The  use  of  a  religious  motto  on  the  nation's  coinage  was  first  suggested 
in  1861,  and  during  the  next  several  years  a  number  of  patterns  were  made 
with  various  inscriptions,  including  COD  OL'R  TRUST  and  COD  AND  OUR 
COUNTRY. 
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Splendid  Proof  1867  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

252  1867  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  nice  cameo  contrast. 

Golden  gray  and  violet  toning  enhances  the  central  areas.  Tinges 
of  electric  blue  can  be  seen  at  the  borders.  A  splendid  example  of 
this  date.  Quite  rare  at  the  Proof-64  level. 


253  1867  MS-62  (NGC).  A  delightful  example  having  golden  gray  and 

pale  blue  toning  on  the  frosty  devices  changing  to  orange-gold  and 
violet  in  the  satiny  fields.  Rarer  in  Mint  State  than  with  Proof  fin¬ 
ish. 


Scarce  Proof  1870  $1 


254  1870  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  golden  gray  toning  in  the  central 

areas  with  some  wisps  and  blushes  of  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims. 
Although  1,000  Proofs  were  minted,  many  have  since  disappeared. 
Today  the  issue  is  quite  scarce. 


Prooflike  1870-CC  Dollar 

Sure  to  be  an  Attraction 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

255  1870-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  viviiU) 

orange-gold.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satinv  and  the  fields  arel 
nicely  reflective.  The  present  1870-CC  dollar  is  sure  to  be  an  at  1 
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traction.  It  represents  not  only  the  first  silver  dollar  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint,  but  a  scarce  issue  in  its  own  right,  plus  the  fairly  unusual 
opportunity  to  acquire  a  choice  Mint  State  specimen. 

The  Carson  City  Mint  was  established  by  the  Act  of  March  3,  1863,  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  silver  and  gold  metal  brought  forth  from  the  Comstock  Lode,  dis¬ 
covered  injune  1859  about  15  miles  away.  By  December  1869  the  Carson  City 
Mint  was  ready  for  business,  and  dies  dated  1869  were  on  hand.  However, 
these  were  not  used,  although  the  reverses  were  probably  held  over  and  used 
in  1870  and  later. 

The  first  Carson  City  Mint  coins  struck  were  silver  dollars  made  from  1870- 
dated  dies,  produced  on  February'  10,  1870,  to  the  extent  of  3,747  pieces.  All 
were  struck  using  a  large  press  made  in  Philadelphia  by  Morgan  &  Orr,  manu¬ 
facturers  who  in  1873  would  create  an  especially  powerful  press  to  make  trade 
dollars.  On  February  1 1,  1870,  the  first  delivery  of  silver  dollars  was  made,  to 
the  extent  of  2,300  pieces.  By  the  end  of  June,  the  total  mintage  of  the  1870- 
CC  dollar  totaled  11,758.  No  further  pieces  were  made  that  year. 

In  1870  there  was  no  numismatic  interest  in  the  Carson  City  Mint.  As  curi¬ 
ous  as  it  may  seem  to  the  present-day  reader,  the  American  Journal  of  Numismat¬ 
ics  took  no  notice  of  Carson  City  varieties,  which  denominations  were  or  were 
not  produced,  and  their  numismatic  characteristics.  Although  scattered  men¬ 
tions  were  to  be  found  in  print  in  various  places  later,  it  was  not  until  1873  that 
Augustus  G.  Heaton  noticed  the  Carson  City  coinage  in  a  methodical  way,  as 
part  of  his  Treatise  on  Mint  Marks.  By  that  time  such  issues  as  the  1870-CC  dol¬ 
lar  had  long  since  passed  into  commerce,  and  Mint  State  pieces  were  few  and 
far  between. 


Classic  1871-CC  Dollar 

Mintage:  1,376 

Lowest  Carson  City  Production 


256  1871-CC  EF-45.  Processed  surfaces.  Intermingled  pewter  gray  and 

pale  gold  toning.  The  fields  have  been  smoothed  to  conceal  marks.  A 
scattering  of  nicks  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  arms,  legs,  and  torso. 

The  mintage  of  the  1871-CC  dollar  was  just  1,376  pieces,  the  smallest  figure 
in  the  Carson  City  series  of  silver  dollars.  However,  we  point  out  that  the  1873- 
CC,  of  which  2,300  were  made,  is  slightly  scarcer  today,  probably  because 
many  of  the  latter  were  melted  at  the  Mint. 


Low-Mintage  1871-CC  Dollar 


257  1871-CC  VF-35  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pale  golden  gray  and  lilac 

iridescence.  Traces  of  satiny  lustre  can  be  seen  around  the  design 
elements  and  at  the*  rims.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for  this 
highly  prized  Carson  City  dollar. 


High-Grade  1872-S  Dollar 


258  1872-S  AU-58,  prooflike.  Mosdy  pale  champagne  surfaces  with 

splashes  of  golden  brown  and  navy  blue.  All  of  the  obverse  stars 
show  their  radials  and  the  eagle’s  plumage  is  boldly  defined.  While 
several  Mint  State  examples  of  the  1872-S  silver  dollar  survive  from 
an  original  total  mintage  of  8,000  coins,  the  vast  majority  show1  ex¬ 
tensive  wear.  At  the  AU-58  level  the  1872-S  is  a  notable  rarity,  and 
this  is  probably  among  the  top  two  dozen  finest  known,  with  200 
to  350  pieces  known  in  lower  grades  than  this.  Here,  indeed,  is  an¬ 
other  important  opportunity  for  the  specialist. 

Gem  Proof  1873  Dollar 

Last  Year  of  Issue 


259  1873  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  gem  having  frosty  cameo  de¬ 

vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  in  the 
central  areas  deepens  to  orange-gold  at  the  peripheries.  Splashes 
of  electric  blue  and  violet  complement  the  peripheries. 

A  splendid  gem  Proof  specimen  of  the  last  year  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollar.  One  of  the  finest  remaining  from  only  600  pieces 
struck.  A  “find”  for  the  connoisseur. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1878  $1 

8  Tailfeathers 


260  1878  8  Tailfeathers.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 

cence.  The  devices  are  sharply  defined  and  the  fields  are  deeply 
reflective.  A  superb  gem  Proof,  indeed  one  of  the  very  finest  in  ex- 
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istence  anywhere,  ot  the  first  Morgan  dollar  issue.  Not  only  is  this 
coin  incredibly  important  because  of  its  grade,  it  also  has  the 
added  cachet  of  having  eight  tailfeathers  on  the  reverse,  in  con¬ 
trast  to  seven  tailfeathers  found  on  the  later  issues.  Only  at  widely 
separated  intervals  does  such  a  purchase  opportunity  occur. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

Thus  begins  a  truly  remarkable  offering  of  Morgan  silver  dollars,  high¬ 
lighted  by  one  of  the  finest  runs  of  superb  gem  Proofs  ever  to  be  showcased 
for  auction  competition. 


Gem  Proof  1878  Dollar 

7  Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse 


261  1878  7  Tailfeathers,  2nd  Reverse.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply 

struck  with  pronounced  cameo  contrast.  Essentially  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  exhibit  a  whisper  of  pale  gold  at  the  rims.  A  beautiful  gem 
Proof  example  of  the  second  Proof  reverse  variety  of  the  year.  An¬ 
other  important  purchase  opportunity. 

The  number  of  Proof  impressions  struck  of  various  reverse  configurations 
of  the  1878  dollar  is  not  known,  but  has  been  estimated  on  several  occasions. 
A  detailed  discussion  appears  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book,  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia^ olume  Two.  Should 
the  purchaser  of  this  lot  not  possess  a  copy  (now  out  of  print),  we  would  be 
pleased,  upon  request,  to  furnish  a  photocopy  of  the  appropriate  section. 


262  1878-CC  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  almost  fully  bril¬ 

liant  with  just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  The  frosty  cameo  devices 
contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields.  A  remarkably  fine  example 
of  the  first  Carson  City  Morgan  dollar. 

In  this  year  the  letters  CC  are  small  in  size  and  are  from  individual  letter 
punches.  On  later  dollars  the  mintmarks  are  larger  and  more  closely  spaced. 


80 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1879  $1 

Incredible  Quality 


263  1879  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  fields  are  blazing 

mirrors  and  the  devices  are  lightly  frosted.  One  of  the  very  finest 
known  of  this  issue.  Another  numismatic  prize. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

The  Guide  Book  and  other  sources  give  mintage  figures  for  Morgan  dollars. 
However,  in  terms  of  quality  coins  existing  today,  they  are  not  particularly 
meaningful.  In  their  time,  Morgan  dollars  were  often  “spent”  by  numismatists 
who  did  not  collect  the  series,  but  who  had  to  acquire  them  along  with  Proof 
sets  containing  other  coins.  Beyond  that,  many  pieces  in  collections  were  mis¬ 
handled  or  harshly  cleaned.  The  net  result  is  that  today  a  Proof  Morgan  dollar 
at  the  gem  level,  Proof-65  or  finer,  is  in  any  instance  a  notable  rarity. 


Magnificent  1879-CC  Dollar 

Key  Early  Date 


264  1879-CC  Clear  CC.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superlative  gem  example 

having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  satiny  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  es¬ 
sentially  brilliant  with  a  pleasing  nuance  of  gold  at  the  borders.  A 
splendid  specimen  of  the  key  issue  among  early  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lars  of  the  Morgan  design,  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  variety  of 
the  1878-1885  date  range. 

The  CC  mintmark  on  this  issue  is  larger,  quite  unlike  that  used  in  1878. 


Blazing  Gem  Proof  1880  $1 


265  1880  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  having  sharp  cameo  de¬ 

vices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant.  A 
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hint  of  pale  gold  can  be  seen  at  the  rims.  Another  Proof  Morgan 
dollar  of  landmark  quality,  a  Find  for  the  connoisseur. 


266  1880-CC  3rd  Reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  hav¬ 

ing  frosty  design  elements  and  satiny  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  es¬ 
sentially  brilliant  with  just  a  hint  of  pale  gold.  Almost  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  save  for  a  few  hair  strands  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

Listed  as  VAM-3  in  the  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan 
and  Peace  Dollars. 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1881  Dollar 


267  1881  Proof-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  changing  to 

gold  at  the  borders,  The  frosty  cameo  devices  contrast  nicely  with 
the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Yet  another  truly  remarkable  Proof,  a 
piece  that  will  merit  strong  competition. 

NGC  Population:  8;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

Virtually  Perfect  1881-CC  $1 


268  1881-CC  MS-67  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  pearl  gray  iridescence  at 

the  center  changing  to  gold  at  the  border.  The  reverse  is  brilliant. 
Almost  all  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 

The  1881-CC  is  among  the  scarcer  issues  of  the  early  1878-1885 
Morgan  series.  While  examples  are  easily  available  in  lower  Mint 
State  grades,  at  the  MS-67  level  they  are  decidedly  elusive. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1882  $1 


269  1882  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

gold  at  the  high  points  and  rims.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  as 
sharp  as  could  be  desired,  and  both  surfaces  show  superb  cameo 
contrast. 

In  reinforcement  of  the  presently-offered  run  of  superb  quality 
Proofs  we  point  the  prospective  buyer  to  our  recent  sale  of  The 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Collection,  May  1997,  and  note  that  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  instances  the  presently-offered  pieces  are  even  finer  than 
those  in  that  illustrious  cabinet,  the  present  lot  being  an  example 
(Proof-67  in  the  present  sale  vs.  Proof-65  in  the  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  sale).  Beyond  the  Eliasberg  sale,  comparisons  can  be  made 
with  just  about  any  other  auction  offering,  the  present  offering 
and  the  Eliasberg  cabinet  will  be  found  to  be  in  the  front  rank. 
Thus,  for  the  connoisseur,  1997  is  certainly  a  time  of  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


270  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  frosty  cameo  devices  nicely  comple¬ 

ment  the  satiny  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  almost  fully  brilliant  with 
just  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  very  nice  example  of 
this  popular  variety. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  $1 


271  1883  Proof-67  (NGC).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to 

orange-gold  at  the  borders.  Almost  all  design  features  show  full 
detail  definition. 

Of  the  1,039  pieces  struck,  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than  a  handful 
could  reach  the  Proof-67  range  today.  Again,  opportunity  is  the  key 
word. 

NGC  Population:  7;  none  finer. 


272  1883-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  most  design 

features  showing  bold  definition.  A  splendid  example  of  this  ro¬ 
mantic  yet  eminently  affordable  variety. 
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Memorable  1884  Proof  Dollar 


273  1884  Proof-67  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  exquisite  cameo  con¬ 

trast  on  both  surfaces.  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to 
orange-gold  at  the  borders.  A  memorable  specimen,  certainly  one 
of  the  highest  quality  pieces  in  existence,  not  only  from  a  technical 
or  numerical  viewpoint  but  from  an  aesthetic  aspect  as  well.  An¬ 
other  significant  opportunity  for  the  discriminating  buyer. 

NGC  Population:  3;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


Superlative  1884-CC  Dollar 


274  1884-CC  MS-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  truly  superlative  specimen  of 
this  popular  issue.  There  is  something  very  “special”  about  Carson 
City  issues  of  all  kinds,  and  in  a  grade  like  this  a  coin  is  very  special. 
PCGS  Population:  17;  1  finer  (MS-68). 


Important  1884-S  Morgan  $1 

A  Key  Issue  —  Choice  Mint  State 


275  1884-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  satiny 

surfaces.  Most  design  features  show  bold  definition  including  the 
eagle’s  breast  feathers. 

An  outstanding,  exceedingly  important  specimen  of  an  issue 


which  at  this  grade  level  ranks  as  one  of  the  prime  keys  to  the 
completion  of  a  quality  Morgan  silver  dollar  set.  Doubtless,  the 
competition  will  be  very  strong  for  this  piece,  but  the  winner  will 
have  a  coin  with  relatively  few  equals. 


Gem  Proof  1885  $1 


276  1885  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with 

orange-gold  at  the  border.  The  reverse  exhibits  pleasing  cham¬ 
pagne  iridescence.  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  cameo  devices  and 
blazing  mirror  fields.  Of  the  930  pieces  minted  this  year,  we  doubt 
if  more  than  a  few  dozen  could  be  found  of  equivalent  quality  to¬ 
day. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  2  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 
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277  1885-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty,  and  virtually  flawless.  Al¬ 

most  all  design  features  show  bold  definition.  Last  year  of  the  early 
Carson  City  series,  after  which  there  was  a  hiatus  until  1889. 


Glittering  Proof  1886  Dollar 


278  1886  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  nicely  comple¬ 

ments  the  frosty  devices  and  deep  mirror  fields.  Another  splendid 
Proof  Morgan  dollar,  an  item  for  the  connoisseur.  Certainly  this 
ranks  in  the  top  5%  of  all  pieces  known  at  the  present  time. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

Exceptional  Quality  1887  Dollar 


Superb  Gem  Proof 


279  1887  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

gold  at  the  rims.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the 
blazing  mirror  fields.  Another  truly  memorable  Proof  Morgan  dol¬ 
lar,  this  piece  having  the  reduced  mintage  of  only  710  coins,  the 
smallest  since  1878.  Choice  examples  are  elusive,  and  a  superb 
gem  specimen  such  as  this  must  rate  as  rare. 


Notable  Proof  1888  Dollar 


280  1888  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely 

with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  Close  examination  reveals  some  faint 
hairlines  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek.  One  of  the  finest  known  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  date.  Although  832  pieces  were  struck,  relatively  few 
have  survived  at  this  level,  for  reasons  not  known  today.  Once 
again  the  opportunity  word  is  paramount,  even  more  important 
here  as  few  equivalent  pieces  can  be  found  anywhere. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 


Beautiful  Proof  1889  Dollar 


281  1889  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  blushes 

of  pale  gold.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be 
desired.  Another  splendid  Proof  Morgan  dollar  of  almost  unbe¬ 
lievable  quality. 

Famous  1889-CC  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

282  1889-CC  MS-63  DPL  (NGC).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pas¬ 

tel  gold  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty 
and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is 
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noted  at  the  hair  strands  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  but  most  other 
design  features  are  sharp. 

Ot  all  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars,  the  1889-CC  stands  head  and 
shoulders  above  its  two  nearest  competitors,  the  1879-CC  and 
1893-CC.  The  presently-offered  piece  will  certainly  be  a  highlight 
for  the  Carson  City  specialist,  the  Morgan  dollar  enthusiast,  or  the 
bidder  who  would  like  a  coin  that  has  a  combination  of  high  grade, 
rarity,  eye  appeal,  and  the  romantic  connection  with  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  All  told,  here  is  a  truly  notable  rarity. 


Outstanding  1889-CC  Dollar 

Choice  Mint  State 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

283  1889-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty,  and 

the  Fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  proof¬ 
like.  Another  memorable  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date,  a 
Morgan  dollar  landmark  that  will  attract  attention  far  and  wide 
before  and  during  the  sale.  If  you  have  been  seeking  a  quality 
specimen  of  this  rarity,  the  present  lot  and  the  preceding  are  cer¬ 
tainly  worthy  of  close  attention. 
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284  1889-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden  gray,  lilac,  and  blue 

toning  on  mostly  frosty  surfaces.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is 
noted  on  the  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear,  and  some  mint-caused 
planchet  striations  can  be  seen  on  her  cheek. 


Glittering  Proof  1890  Dollar 

Mintage:  Just  590  Proofs 


285  1890  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  blazing  mirrors  and  the  de¬ 

vices  are  sharply  defined.  The  reverse  shows  especially  bold  cameo 
contrast.  The  mintage  this  year  hit  a  low  point  of  just  590  coins.  As 
discussed  earlier  in  this  catalogue  under  Proof  Indian  cents,  interest 
in  Proofs  diminished  around  this  time,  and  production  quantities 
for  the  1890s  and  early  20th  century  are  lower  than  for  the  1880s. 

Regarding  the  1890  Proof  dollar,  this  issue  has  been  a  prize  piece 
for  many  years.  The  present  coin  is  certainly  one  of  the  nicest  we 
have  ever  had  the  chance  to  offer  for  auction  competition.  It 
seems  to  be  a  nice  match  for  the  Eliasberg  coin,  which  we  also 
graded  Proof-66. 


Frosty  1890-CC  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State,  Prooflike 


286  1890-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  The  frosty  cameo  devices  contrast 

boldly  with  the  glittering  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  brilliant 
with  just  a  hint  of  golden  iridescence  at  the  rims.  A  truly  remark¬ 
able,  high  level  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  Carson  City  dollars. 

NGC  Population  (I)l’l.):  5;  none  finer. 


ROWERS  AND  MKRKNAi 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Gem  Proof  1891  Dollar 


Mintage:  Just  650  Proofs 


287  1891  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  toning  at  the  centers 

deepens  to  a  delightful  gold  at  the  rims.  The  fields  are  deeply  re¬ 
flective  and  the  devices  are  frosty.  Virtually  all  design  features  are 
fully  defined  save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

Only  650  Proofs  were  minted,  of  which  very  few  can  seriously 
challenge  the  combination  of  quality  and  high  grade  offered  here. 
Still  another  notable  opportunity  for  the  Morgan  dollar  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  3  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


Frosty  1891-CC  Dollar 


288  1891-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces.  Pale  champagne  irides¬ 

cence  ornaments  the  centers,  while  wisps  of  vivid  gold,  blue,  and 
violet  complement  the  rims.  The  majority  of  design  features  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined.  A  somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  dollar, 
even  scarcer  in  the  high  grade  offered  here. 


Superb  Proof  1892  Dollar 


289  1892  Proof-67  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  wisps  of  pale 

gold  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  sharp,  and 
the  reverse  exhibits  superb  cameo  contrast.  Another  important 
opportunity  for  the  specialist.  Few  equivalent  pieces  exist. 

NGC  Population:  9;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

The  mintage  this  year  amounted  to  1 ,245  Proofs,  a  record  high.  However, 
this  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  Morgan  dollars,  but,  instead,  reflected  the 
fact  that  silver  Proof  coins  could  only  be  ordered  in  complete  sets,  not  indi¬ 
vidually,  and  many  numismatists  desired  to  acquire  examples  of  the  new  Bar¬ 
ber  design  for  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar.  Once  such  sets  were  re¬ 
ceived,  many  unwanted  Morgan  dollars  were  simply  spent. 


Superb  1892-CC  Dollar 


290  1892-CC  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  wisps  of 

orange-gold  at  the  rims.  Virtually  all  design  details  are  sharp  save 
for  a  few  strands  of  hair  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear  and  some  of  the 
eagle’s  breast  feathers.  The  1892-CC  is  quite  elusive  at  the  MS-65 
level.  Thus,  the  present  offering  is  significant  for  the  specialist. 


291  1892-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lovely  golden  iridescence  with  almost  all  of 

the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  A  nice  example  of  this 
highly  desired  issue.  A  piece  which  affords  the  opportunity  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  reasonably  high  grade  for  a  reasonably  low  price— just  a 
fraction  of  the  Mint  State  valuation. 


Superb  Gem  1893  Dollar 


Proof-67 
Key  Date 


292  1893  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  exhibit  wisps  and 

splashes  of  rosy  gold.  The  sharp  cameo  devices  contrast  boldly 
with  the  glittering  mirror  fields.  A  superb  specimen,  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  known  of  this  highly  important  date.  Not  only  is  the  1893  silver 
dollar  rare  in  terms  of  Proof  finish  combined  with  high  quality, 
but,  in  addition,  high-grade  Mint  State  examples  of  this  year  are 
elusive,  thus  placing  extra  demand  upon  the  lew  remaining 
Proofs.  All  told,  here  indeed  is  a  magnificent  coin. 

PGGS  Population:  1;  2  finer  (Proof-69  finest). 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


85 


The  Rarities  Sale 


293 


Lustrous  1893-CC  Dollar 

Seldom  Seen  So  Fine 

1893-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  An  especially  nice  example  of  the  last  of 
the  Carson  City  dollars,  and  an  issue  which  is  quite  scarce  at  all  Mint  State 
levels.  Most  that  exist  in  Mint  State  are  in  significantly  lower  grades,  and 
are  usually  heavily  bagmarked.  Choice  specimens  such  as  this  are  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  obtain. 


Splendid  1893-0  Dollar 

From  Wayne  Miller 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

294  1893-0  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  The  sharp  frosty  devices  contrast  beauti¬ 

fully  with  the  reflective  fields.  Mint  brilliance  in  the  central  areas 
changes  to  pink  and  violet  at  the  borders.  At  this  grade  level  the 
1893-0  is  a  major  rarity.  Indeed,  noted  silver  dollar  specialist 
Wayne  Miller,  in  whose  collection  this  piece  once  resided,  un¬ 
doubtedly  considered  it  to  be  the  nicest  he  could  find— this  after 
many  years  of  searching  in  a  market  which  yielded  many  more  op¬ 
portunities  than  we  have  now.  Another  truly  notable  opportunity. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Wayne  Miller  plate  com. 

Wai  <ne  Miller's  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook ,  now  out  of  print,  has  a  very 
mr<  (omhination  of  photography  arirl  typography,  together  with  commentar- 
k  .  that  are  easy  to  read  anti  quite  appealing.  Anyone  securing  a  copy  of  this 
t»ook  or  spending  an  hour  or  two  with  it  is  hound  to  like  Morgan  and  Peace 


dollars  no  matter  what!  Wayne  is  a  very  talented  individual,  and  two  contribu¬ 
tions  from  him  can  be  found  in  the  recently  published  book,  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards. 


Celebrated  1893-S  Dollar 


Key  San  Francisco  Issue 


295  1893-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  wisps  and  blushes 

of  golden  brown  on  the  obverse.  The  fields  have  a  texture  interme¬ 
diate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  The  1893-S  is  the  key  to  the  San 
Francisco  Morgan  dollar  series,  being  by  far  the  rarest  issue,  leagues 
ahead  of  such  contenders  as  1896-S,  1903-S,  and  1904-S. 

Apparently,  most  1893-S  dollars  were  placed  into  circulation  at 
or  near  the  time  of  mintage.  Most  examples  seen  today  are  quite 
worn,  with  Very  Fine  being  the  norm.  At  the  F.F  level  the  issue  is 
very  elusive,  and  in  AU  preservation  the  1893-S  is  decidedly  rare. 
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Important  Proof  1894  Dollar 

Key  Date 

1894  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers  with  pale  gold  at  the 
rims.  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely  complement  the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

Only  972  Proofs  were  minted  of  the  1894  dollar,  of  which  this  piece  is  cer¬ 
tainly  in  the  top  3%  to  5%  known  today.  In  addition  to  its  desirability  and  rarity 
as  a  Proof,  the  present  gem  has  the  extra  aura  of  being  a  rare  date.  High-grade 
Mint  State  pieces  are  also  rare,  creating  an  additional  demand. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  5  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


Landmark  1895  Dollar 

“King  of  Morgan  Dollars” 
Superb  Gem  Proof-67 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

297  1895  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  exquisite  gem  having  brilliant  surfaces, 

sharp  frosty  cameo  devices,  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  All  eyes  will  be 
focussed  on  this  piece  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block.  The  1895  dollar 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  storied  coin  in  the  entire  Morgan  series  and, 
among  such  pieces,  the  present  coin  is  one  of  the  finest  in  existence. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

So  far  as  is  known,  no  business  strikes  exist  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan 
dollar.  Only  880  Proofs  were  struck,  thus  constituting  the  source  for  the  re¬ 
maining  supply. 

Over  the  years  the  1895  dollar  has  been  the  key  to  the  Morgan  dollar  set. 
While  several  other  issues  are  rarer  in  higher  grades  (high  Mint  State  grades 
for  business  strikes  as  compared  to  high  Proof  grades  for  the  1895),  these 


other  issues  are  also  available  in  lower  grades.  Taking  all  grades  as  a  whole,  the 
1895  has  by  far  the  lowest  total  population  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  Prob¬ 
ably,  a  few  more  than  500  are  known  today  from  the  original  Proof  mintage  of 
880  coins. 

Although  12,000  business  strikes  are  listed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  no  example  with  mint  frost  has  ever  been  seen  by  the  cataloguer, 
and  such  may  not  exist. 

For  the  connoisseur,  the  presently  offered  coin,  identical  in  grade  to  our  re¬ 
cently  offered  Lot  2298  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  is  an  exceptional  specimen 
of  the  issue  that  has  been  deemed  “The  King  of  Morgan  Dollars.” 

Exquisite  1895  Dollar 

Proof-Only  Issue 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

298  1895  Proof-66  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  exbibitingjust  a  whisper  of 

gold  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims.  The  frosty 
cameo  devices  contrast  boldly  with  the  glittering  mirror  fields. 
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“Sleeper”  1895-0  Dollar 

Mint  State 

299  1895-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous.  Both  surfaces  are 

mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint  of  golden  gray.  We  have  long  considered  the 
1895-0  Morgan  dollar  to  be  a  “sleeper”  in  Mint  State.  So  far  as  we  know,  the 
1895-0  was  the  only  mintmarked  issue  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series  that  did 
not  come  to  light  in  the  great  Treasury  release  of  silver  dollars  circa  1962- 
1964.  Here  is  a  coin  that  is  deserv  ing  of  attention  and  an  enthusiastic  bid! 


Impressive  1895-S  Dollar 

Seldom  Seen  So  Fine 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

300  1895-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  sat¬ 

iny.  The  obverse  has  mottled  smoky  gray  toning  at  the  center  with 
mostly  brilliant  peripheries.  The  reverse  displays  wisps  of  golden 
brown  at  the  rims. 

The  1895-S  in  Mint  State  is  a  well-known  rarity.  However,  most 
are  in  lower  grades,  from  MS-60  to  MS-63,  and  are  very  extensively 
bagmarked.  In  fact,  among  all  Morgan  dollars,  bagmarking  seems 
to  be  most  intense  on  specimens  of  1893-CC  and  1895-S. 

Good  news!  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  a  happy  excep¬ 
tion  to  the  rule  and  one  of  only  a  few  that  are.  The  connoisseur 
and  sper  ialist  in  Morgan  dollars  may  wish  to  cast  aside  all  tradition 
and  bid  '.rry  liberally  (or  this  piece,  knowing  that  few  equals  will  be 
offered  anytime  soon. 


High-Grade  1895-S  Dollar 


301  1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes  of 

pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields 
exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character,  albeit  not  designated  as 
such  on  the  PCGS  holder.  Another  opportunity  to  compete  for 
this  highly  desirable  mintmark. 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  Dollar 


302  1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale 

gold.  The  design  elements  are  frosty  and  the  fields  exhibit  a  tex¬ 
ture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  prooflike.  Yet  a  third  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  this  popular  Morgan  dollar. 

Again  we  suggest  that  prospective  bidders  take  advantage  of  our  One  Lot 
Only  opuon  discussed  in  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  this  way  you  can  compete  for 
both  MS-63  1895-S  dollars  offered  in  this  sale  (Lots  301  and  302),  and  be  as¬ 
sured  of  winning  no  more  than  one. 


88 


BOWERS  AND  MKREN. 


The  Rarities  Sale 


A  Final  1895-S  $1  Opportunity 


303  1895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  sat¬ 

iny.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  pale  champagne  iridescence.  A  final 
chance  in  this  sale  to  acquire  an  example  of  this  issue. 


304  1896  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  essentially  brilliant  with 

just  a  hint  of  gold  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty  cameos  and 
the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  A  truly  superlative  specimen,  one  of 
the  finest  known  of  an  issue  which  is  scarce  to  begin  with  (only  762 
Proofs  were  struck),  but  which  is  a  rarity  in  gem  preservation. 
PCGS  Population:  4;  3  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 


Superlative  1896  Proof  Dollar 


Gem  Proof  1897  Dollar 


305  1897  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence.  The  devices 

are  sharp  and  satiny  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Close  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  some  faint  hairlines  on  Miss  Liberty  s  cheek. 
Another  rare  Proof  dollar  of  a  quality  far  finer  than  normally  en¬ 
countered. 


Glittering  1897-0  Dollar 


306  1897-0  MS-63  DMPL  (ANACS).  Sharply  struck  with  frosty  design 

elements  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
just  a  whisper  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Quite  elusive  when  in  choice 
Mint  State  with  mirrorlike  surfaces. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1898  $1 


307  1898  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a 

whisper  of  natural  iridescence  on  the  high  points  and  at  the  rims. 
The  frosty  cameo  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the  mirror  fields. 
Another  Proof  dollar  of  remarkable  quality.  Only  735  pieces  were 
struck,  of  which  only  a  few  can  match  the  quality  here  offered. 


Memorable  Gem  1899  Dollar 


Proof-66 


308  1899  Proof-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  a  whisper  of  pale  gold 

toning.  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  and  the  reverse  shows  bold 
cameo  contrast.  A  memorable  specimen  of  this  issue,  another  dou¬ 
bly  desirable  date  inasmuch  as  Proofs  are  rare  in  this  high  grade 
and  related  high-grade  business  strikes  are  also  elusive. 
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Superb  Proof  1900  Dollar 


309  1900  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning  nicely  enhances  the 

deep  mirror  fields  and  the  lightly  frosted  devices.  Almost  all  de¬ 
sign  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage.  A  superb  specimen  of 
the  last  year  of  the  19th  century. 


Highly  Important  1901  Dollar 

Superb  Gem  Proof 
Key  Date 


310  1901  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  some  wisps  of  pale 

gold  and  violet  at  the  rims.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  and 
deeply  defined  save  for  a  few  hair  strands  above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

At  equivalent  Mint  State  levels  the  1901  dollar  is  virtually  unob¬ 
tainable,  making  it  a  fact  that  anyone  seeking  a  high-grade  ex¬ 
ample  must,  of  necessity,  acquire  a  Proof.  Among  the  813  Proofs 
struck,  only  a  few  in  existence  today  can  match  the  superb  gem 
quality  of  the  specimen  offered  here  in  our  Rarities  Sale. 

Here  is  a  coin  to  be  reckoned  with,  an  attraction  that  will  be  long 
admired  by  its  fortunate  owner. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  3  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1902  $1 


31 1  1902  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  complements 

both  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny,  while  the  fields  are 
deep  mirrors.  Only  777  were  struck  (sounds  like  a  lucky  number), 
and  of  these  only  a  few  can  match  the  quality  offered  here.  Still 
another  prized  Morgan  dollar. 

PCGS  Population  6;  2  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Gorgeous  Proof  1903  Dollar 


312  1903  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design 

features  are  sharp  save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair  over  Miss  Liberty’s 
ear.  An  outstanding  example  from  among  only  755  Proofs  struck. 
A  landmark  piece  that  will  surely  entice  the  connoisseur. 


Outstanding  1903-S  Dollar 


313  1903-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at  the  centers 

changes  to  navy  blue  and  orange-gold  at  the  borders.  The  surfaces 
have  a  texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  frosty.  Long  con¬ 
sidered  a  key  issue,  the  1903-S  is  indeed  rare  in  choice  Mint  State 
as  here  offered.  Traditionally,  this  is  one  of  the  last  pieces  to  be 
added  to  a  specialized  set. 


Memorable  1904  Proof  Dollar 


314  1904  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  save  for  just  a  nuance  of  gold  at  j 

the  extreme  rims.  The  devices  are  satiny  and  the  fields  are  deeply 
reflective.  All  design  features  are  sharp  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
hair  strands  .above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

The  1904,  representing  the  last  year  of  the  early  range  of  Morgan  dollars, 
was  struck  to  the  extent  of  only  650  Proofs.  Decades  ago  this  was  considered 
to  be  an  especially  important  key  date,  perhaps  second  only  to  the  famous 
1895.  This  is  due  in  no  small  part  to  a  hoard  that  was  assembled  in  an  effort  to 
corner  the  market.  All  of  this  is  history  now,  and  pieces  have  been  widely  dis  j 
seminated.  Still,  the  1904  retains  a  special  cachet  as  being  quite  scarce. 
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Desirable  1921  Zerbe  Proof 


315 


Exceptional  Quality 

1921  Morgan.  Zerbe  Proof.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Vivid  golden  toning.  The  sharp 
devices  nicely  complement  the  reflective  fields. 

The  background  of  the  “Zerbe  Proof’  and  “Chapman  Proof’  pieces  is  delineated  at  some 
length  in  Q.  David  Bowers’  book  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete 
Encyclopedia,  Volume  Two.  In  brief,  the  “Zerbe  Proof’  pieces  are  popularly  attributed  to  numis¬ 
matic  entrepreneur  and  showman  Farran  Zerbe,  who  is  said  to  have  had  Proofs  struck  to  his 
order.  The  historical  documentation  is  somewhat  confusing,  but  the  net  result  is  that  today, 
certain  pieces  with  certain  die  characteristics,  as  defined  by  Walter  Breen  and  others,  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  “Zerbe  Proofs."  Such  pieces  are  a  cross  between  satiny  Mint  State  and  brilliant 
Proof,  and  have  semi-prooflike  surfaces  of  a  special  character  which  is  more  easily  seen  in  per¬ 
son  than  described  in  print. 

The  present  piece  is  certainly  one  of  the  nicest  “Zerbe  Proof’  coins  to  come  our  way  in 
some  time. 


Celebrated  1921  Chapman  Proof 

Important  Rarity 
Superb  Quality 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


316  1921  Morgan.  Chapman  Proof.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  in  the 

central  areas  with  wisps  of  rosy  gold  at  the  rims.  A  touch  of  strik¬ 
ing  softness  is  noted  at  Miss  Liberty  s  ear,  but  all  other  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp.  Magnification  reveals  some  faint  hairlines  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  cheek. 

NGC  Population:  2;  1  finer  (Proof-65). 

The  “Chapman  Proof’  pieces  are  attributed  to  Henry  Chapman,  the  well- 
known  Philadelphia  coin  dealer  who  had  special  connections  to  the  Mint.  It  is 


believed  that  Chief  Engraver  George  T.  Morgan  created  a  small  number  of 
brilliant  Proofs  to  Chapman's  order,  and  Chapman  acted  as  the  funnel  for 
these  into  the  numismatic  market,  much  as  he  did  for  the  celebrated  MCM\  II 
(1907)  Ultra  High  Relief  $20  pieces. 

Today,  relatively  few  “Chapman  Proof  dollars  exist.  As  a  class  they  are  sev¬ 
eral  orders  rarer  than  the  “Zerbe  Proof  pieces,  and  also  have  a  more  tradi¬ 
tional  “mirror"  finish.  The  specialist  will  recognize  that  the  present  offering  is 
indeed  one  of  the  most  important  Morgan  dollars  to  cross  the  auction  block  in 
recent  years.  Watch  it  go! 


LOWERS  AND  MKRHNA 
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317  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre.  The  central  areas  are 

brilliant  changing  to  faint  champagne  at  the  rims.  A  nice  example 
of  the  first  year  of  the  design. 

All  1921  Peace  dollars  have  the  motifs  in  high  relief,  quite  unlike  the  shallow 
relief  used  from  1922  through  1935.  Difficulties  were  experienced  by  the  Mint 
in  striking  the  high-relief  format,  thus  dictating  the  design  alteration. 


Nearly  Perfect  1922-D  $1 


318  1922-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whis¬ 

per  of  pewter  gray  iridescence  at  the  center  of  the  reverse.  While 
not  rare  in  lower  grades  or  as  a  date  or  mintmark,  a  superb  gem 
MS-66  is  quite  elusive. 


319  1922-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  A  few  tiny  milling  marks  are  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek 
and  are  mentioned  for  accuracy’s  sake.  One  of  the  more  highly 
prized  Peace  dollars  of  this  era. 


320  1923-1)  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny  with  most  design  fea¬ 

tures  showing  bold  detail  definition. 


Splendid  1924-S  Dollar 


321  1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Mostly  brilliant  sur¬ 

faces  with  some  blushes  of  pale  gold.  A  key  to  the  Peace  dollar  se¬ 
ries  at  the  MS-65  level.  Percentage  wise,  relatively  few  such  gems 
are  known. 


Superb  1925-S  Dollar 


322  1925-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre.  Pearl  gray  toning  in  the  central 

areas  changes  to  golden  brown  at  the  rims.  Another  highly  impor¬ 
tant  San  Francisco  Mint  dollar  at  this  grade  level. 


Attractive  1926-S  Dollar 


323  1926-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre.  Pale  golden  iridescence  en¬ 

hances  both  surfaces.  A  splendid  piece,  one  of  the  nicest  seen. 
PCGS  Population:  10;  1  finer  (MS-67). 
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Outstanding  1927-S  Dollar 


324  1927-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  sat¬ 

iny.  Delicate  golden  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces.  A  rarity 
in  the  context  of  the  Peace  dollar  series,  the  1927-S  is  usually  seen 
in  significantly  lower  Mint  State  grades.  This  is  one  of  the  most 
important  opportunities  in  the  present  listing. 


Satiny  1928  Dollar 


325  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iridescence  attractively 

complements  the  satiny  surfaces.  Most  design  features  show  bold 
definition. 

The  1928  was  minted  to  the  extent  of  just  360,649  pieces,  the  smallest  pro¬ 
duction  figure  in  the  Peace  dollar  series.  Unlike  the  1928-S  pieces  which  often 
come  “baggy,”  the  typical  1928  has  smooth,  satiny  surfaces. 

This  particular  issue  has  an  interesting  history.  After  they  were  minted, 
enough  other  dollars  were  available  that  the  Treasury  decided  not  to  pay  any  of 
them  out,  except  on  special  request.  For  a  number  of  years,  the  Handbook  of 
United  States  Coins  (the  blue-covered  companion  to  the  Guide  Book)  stated  that 
1928  dollars  were  made  “for  cornerstone  purposes."  The  writer  recalls  seeing 
this  inscription  in  the  1950s,  and  attributing  to  the  1928  dollar  a  special  desir¬ 
ability  because  of  this.  At  that  time,  bags  of  mixed  Morgan  and  Peace  dollars 
were  readily  available  from  banks.  It  was  great  fun  to  sort  through  such  items, 
picking  out  desirable  pieces,  which  every  now  and  then  included  a  “corner¬ 
stone”  1928.  The  writer  later  learned  that  the  Treasury  restriction  lasted  for 
only  a  short  time,  and  soon  afterward  many  were  put  into  circulation. 

Key  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 

Gem  Mint  State 


326  1934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  partially  brilliant  with  blushes 

and  splashes  of  gold.  A  splendid  specimen  of  the  key  issue  in  the 


Peace  dollar  series  in  this  grade.  While  the  1934-S  does  not  have 
the  lowest  mintage,  apparently  most  were  circulated,  and  many 
were  melted,  with  the  net  result  that  in  Mint  State  there  are  fewer 
of  these  around  than  any  other. 


327  1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  on  satiny  surfaces. 

Most  design  features  show  bold  definition.  Thus  comes  down  the 
curtain  on  the  Peace  dollar  series,  the  present  gem  being  a  very  fit¬ 
ting  point  of  departure. 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

Our  offering  of  trade  dollars  includes  no  landmark  rarities, 
but  does  have  many  desirable  pieces  that  any  collector  would 
be  proud  to  own.  We  have  always  liked  trade  dollars,  and  it  was 
a  once-in-a-lifetime  experience  to  catalogue  the  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection  containing  what  may  be  the  finest  set  ever  offered. 
Equally  important,  in  conversations  before  and  after  the  sale 
the  writer  was  impressed  with  the  number  of  people  “out 
there”  who  liked  trade  dollars  as  well.  It  seems  that  there  are 
many  fans  of  this  short-lived  denomination. 

Attractive  1874  Trade  $1 

Rare  Proof 


328  1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Delightful  intermingled  gold,  blue,  and 

violet  toning.  The  eagle’s  left  claw  shows  a  touch  of  striking  soft¬ 
ness,  but  almost  all  of  the  other  design  features  are  sharp.  This  is¬ 
sue  is  generally  considered  to  be  the  second  scarcest  (after  187.3) 
Proof  trade  dollar  among  those  of  the  1873-1883  dates.  It  seems 
that  Proof  trade  dollars  of  the  early  1870s  were  carelessly  handled 
or  spent,  with  the  result  that  relatively  few  choice  specimens  sur¬ 
vived  in  numismatic  collections. 
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Blazing  1875  Trade  Dollar 


329  1875  Type  I/II.  Proof-63.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with 

the  glittering  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  delicate  golden 
toning  with  wisps  of  blue  and  violet  peripherally. 

Superb  1875-S  Trade  $1 


330  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  pastel  gold  and  lilac 

iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  trifle  softly  struck  on  Miss 
Liberty’s  head  and  the  eagle’s  left  claw  (viewer’s  right),  but  most 
other  design  features  are  sharp.  Close  examination  reveals  some 
mint-caused  planchet  striations  on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse. 


331  1875-S/CC  Overmintmark,  Type  I/I.  MS-61  (NGC).  Mostly 

golden  gray  surfaces  with  wisps  of  brown  and  ebony  at  the  rims. 
The  fields  are  satiny.  The  overmintmark  feature  is  prominent,  al¬ 
beit  not  mentioned  on  the  NGC  holder  (we  are  reasonably  certain 
that  if  this  piece  is  sent  back  to  NGC,  the  appropriate  notation  will 
be  made;  we  would  be  happy  to  do  this  for  the  buyer,  if  asked). 

This  “overmintmark”  is  highly  prized.  Most  known  specimens  show 
signs  of  wear  and  are  apt  to  be  in  EF  or  AU,  often  with  Chinese 
chopmarks.  This  Mint  State  piece  is  indeed  scarce  and  important. 


Impressive  1879  Trade  $1 

Desirable  Proof-Only  Issue 


332  1879  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  gold  surfaces  with  tinges  of  blue  at 

the  borders.  The  reverse,  in  particular,  shows  bold  cameo  con¬ 
trast.  A  highly  important,  Proof-only  issue,  a  coin  that  in  its  era  was 
the  subject  of  a  small  speculation  which  lasted  for  a  few  months  in 
1879  and  continued  through  early  1880,  thus  accounting  for  a 
bubble  in  the  mintage  figures  for  these  two  years. 

Outstanding  Proof-Only  1880  Trade  $1 


333  1880  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  cameo  design  elements  contrast 

nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  have  pale 
champagne  toning.  Wisps  and  blushes  of  blue  and  violet  can  be  seen 
at  the  rims.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  popular  Proof-only  issue. 


334  1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  pale  gold  and  navy 

blue  highlights.  Some  light  hairlines  in  the  fields  account  for  the 
assigned  grade.  Another  Proof-only  trade  dollar,  and  one  that  is 
considerably  rarer  than  either  of  the  two  preceding  dates.  Worthy 
of  a  strong  bid. 


Beautiful  Proof  1882  Trade  $1 

Proof-Only  Issue 

335  1882  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  sharp  frosty  devices  nicely  comple¬ 

ment  the  glittering  mirror  fields.  The  central  areas  have  pale  gold 
iridescence.  Mottled  blue  and  violet  can  be  seen  at  the  rims.  Struck 
only  in  Proof  format,  and  to  the  extent  of  just  1,097  pieces,  the 
1882  trade  dollar  is  always  in  demand. 
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Gold  Dollars 


Desirable  1850-C  Gold  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

336  1850-C  AU-50.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  much  satiny  lustre  noted  in 

the  fields.  A  tiny  obverse  rim  flaw  is  noted  at  2:00. 

Only  6,966  were  minted  of  the  1850-C  gold  dollar,  the  second  gold  dollar 
issue  of  the  Charlotte  Mint.  This  figure  is  a  tiny  percentage  of  the  481,953  re¬ 
ported  struck  at  Philadelphia,  and  is  also  smaller  than  the  8,382  minted  at 
Dahlonega,  and  the  14,000  at  New  Orleans  in  this  year.  Examples  of  the  1850- 
C  have  been  in  great  demand  for  a  long  time.  When  seen,  they  are  apt  to  be  in 
a  grade  lower  than  the  AU  here  offered. 


Classic  1875  Gold  $1  Rarity 

Splendid  Proof 
Key  to  the  Series 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

337  1875  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to 

vivid  orange-gold  at  the  rims.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  virtually 
all  design  elements  are  defined  to  full  advantage. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

The  1875  Proof  gold  dollar  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  19th-century  gold 
coins.  It  stands  out  like  a  beacon  among  gold  dollars  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
|ust  20  Proofs  plus  400  business  strikes  were  minted,  far  and  away  the  lowest 
production  figure  of  the  entire  series,  indeed  with  no  close  competition  at  all. 

Only  when  great  collections  come  to  market  is  an  1875  apt  to  be  offered, 
.  and  even  then  the  quality  is  likely  to  be  below  what  is  offered  here.  The 
present  coin  will  undoubtedly,  and  quite  deservedly,  attract  attention.  The 
winner  will  have  a  true  classic  American  rarity. 


Increase  Your  Chances 

Increase  your  chances  of  bidding  success.  Do  you 
have  a  certain  amount  in  mind:'  By  means  of  our 
“Maximum  Expenditure”  option— refer  to  the  I  erms  of 
Sale,  No.  15— you  can  bid  on  coins  up  to  eight  times  the 
amount  you  want  to  spend,  and  we  will  bid  on  your 
behalf  until  that  limit  is  reached.  This  will  vastly  increase 
your  chances  of  success.  It’s  just  like  being  at  the  sale  in 
person! 


Quarter  eagles 

The  following  offering  of  quarter  eagles  is  fantastic,  out¬ 
standing,  and  is  deserving  of  just  about  any  other  adjective  you 
wish  to  apply.  Rarities  abound,  including  famous  low-mintage 
dates  and  one  of  the  nicest  runs  of  20th-century  Proof  issues 
ever  to  be  presented  for  auction  competition.  The  connoisseur 
will  have  a  field  day! 


Impressive  1805  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

338  1805  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (NGC).  Delicate  olive-gold  irides¬ 

cence  with  wisps  of  pink  at  the  borders.  Frosty  lustre  can  be  seen 
in  the  protected  areas.  Some  faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks 
are  noted  on  the  reverse.  A  splendid  example  of  an  issue  which  is 
scarce  in  all  grade  levels. 


Sharp  1869  Quarter  Eagle 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

339  1869  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  design  elements  are  sharp 

and  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Only  4,320  business  strikes 
were  made  of  the  1869  quarter  eagle,  and  all  of  these  were  placed 
into  circulation  or  used  in  the  export  trade.  No  attention  whatso¬ 
ever  was  given  to  saving  them  for  numismatic  purposes,  as  the  few 
collectors  interested  in  gold  coins  of  this  denomination  bought 
Proofs  from  the  Mint  (of  which  25  were  struck).  Thus,  Mint  State 
pieces  survived  only  as  a  matter  of  rare  chance. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 
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Classic  1875  Quarter  Eagle  Rarity 

Gem  Proof 
A  Key  to  the  Series 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

340  1875  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superlative,  fully  brilliant  gem  having 

blazing  mirror  fields  and  boldly  contrasting  cameo  devices.  Virtu¬ 
ally  all  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  A  few  tiny 
lint  marks  are  noted  and  will  serve  to  identify  this  specimen  in  the 
future. 

The  1875  quarter  eagle  is  a  cousin  to  the  earlier  offered  gold 
dollar  of  this  date.  Just  20  Proofs  were  minted  plus  400  business 
strikes.  Today  the  1875  is  rarely  seen  in  any  form,  let  alone  a  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  Proof  as  here  offered.  The  combination  of  high  grade, 
low  mintage,  and  illustrious  pedigree  (see  below)  make  this  a  land¬ 
mark  offering.  Tied  (with  two  other  pieces)  for  the  finest  certified 
by  PCGS 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

From  Superior  Galleries  ’  sale  of  the  Ed  Trompeter  Collection. 

The  late  Ed  Trompeter  specialized  in  gold  coins  with  Proof  finish  (he  did  not 
care  for  mintmarked  issues  or  business  strikes).  He  pursued  his  desires  avidly, 
backed  by  a  generous  budget,  and  along  the  way  assembled  a  truly  magnificent 
cabinet  of  Proof  gold  of  all  denominations  from  the  dollar  to  the  double  eagle, 
plus  selected  patterns  and  other  delicacies.  Ed  was  a  kind  gentleman,  who  really 
liked  to  “talk  coins”  and  who  especially  enjoyed  sharing  his  collection,  and  the 
experiences  concerning  it.  At  one  time  someone  stole  a  Proof  1892  $S?0  from 
him,  and  he  enlisted  our  firm’s  services  in  trying  to  track  it  down.  We  identified 
the  piece  in  an  auction  offering,  and  offered  to  make  inquiries,  with  thcythought 
that  the  culprit  could  be  brought  to  light.  However,  once  Ed  knew  that  it  had 
been  found,  he  seemed  content  to  let  the  matter  rest.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
acquired  a  duplicate,  and  he  did  not  want  to  “make  waves.”  We  still  remember 
this  incident.  Few  people  would  have  acted  as  he  did. 

A  few  years  ago,  certain  of  his  coins  were  showcased  at  auction  by  Superior 
Galleries,  and  attracted  much  attention.  The  balance  of  the  collection  was 
withheld  by  the  family,  and  today  it  is  part  of  the  Trompeter  estate. 


Brilliant  Proof  1902  $2.50 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

342  1902  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 

satiny  and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective.  A  truly  superb  example, 
a  beautiful  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Gem  Proof  1903  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

343  1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are  sharp 

and  satiny  and  the  fields  are  blazing  mirrors.  Another  superb 
Proof  quarter  eagle,  a  remarkable  coin  that  is  part  of  a  remarkable 
run  in  the  present  catalogue.  The  connoisseur  and  specialist 
would  do  well  to  think  and  bid  liberally,  knowing  that  such  quality 
may  not  be  offered  again  for  a  long  time. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  1  finer  (Proof-66). 


Magnificent  1901  Quarter  Eagle 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


341 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1901  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  magnificent  gem  having  sharp  frosty  de- 
vices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  are  fully  brilliant. 
A  particularly  nice  example  of  this  early  20th-century  Proof.  Ideal 
for  the  sper  ialist  or  the  type  collector. 


Rare  Proof  1904  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

344  1904  Proof-64  (PCGS).  The  fields  are  deeply  reflective  and  the 

devices  show  considerable  cameo  character.  Some  scarcely  notice¬ 
able  scuffing  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek  and  neck  account  for  the  as¬ 
signed  grade.  Quite  rare  in  Proof  format,  especially  at  this  rela¬ 
tively  high  level. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1905  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

345  1905  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design  ele¬ 

ments  are  sharp.  The  Liberty  Head  motif  is  satiny,  while  the  eagle 
device  has  a  somewhat  frosty  aspect.  The  deep  mirror  fields  high¬ 
light  the  designs  and  lettering.  All  told,  this  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  Proof  quarter  eagles  in  existence. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 


Another  Proof  1905  $2.50 

Splendid  Gem 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

346  1905  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  fea¬ 

tures  defined  to  full  advantage.  Both  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant 
with  a  splash  of  orange  iridescence  by  the  A  in  STATES.  The  re¬ 
verse  shows  pronounced  cameo  contrast.  Another  beautiful  Proof, 
and  an  example  of  a  coin  which  is  rarely  seen  at  this  grade  level. 


Notable  Gem  Proof  1906  $2.50 


Proof-66 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

347  1906  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  blazing  mirror  fields. 

The  devices  are  sharp,  and  the  reverse  shows  considerable  cameo 
contrast.  A  specimen  of  notable  quality  and  unquestioned  desir¬ 
ability.  Fairly  scarce  as  a  date,  in  our  experience— even  more  elu¬ 
sive  than  the  Proof  mintage  figure  of  160  suggests. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  2  finer  (Proof-t>7  finest). 


Important  Proof  1907  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

348  1907  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  frosty  devices  contrast 

beautifully  with  the  deep  mirror  fields.  One  of  the  finest  known 
specimens  of  the  last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

The  Liberty  Head  or  Coronet  motif  was  first  used  in  the  quarter  eagle  series 
in  1840,  and  was  employed  continuously  since  that  time,  without  major  design 
change. 
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Landmark  Proof  1908  $2.50 

Matte  Proof-67 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

349  1908  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  superb  strike  with  virtually  all  de¬ 

sign  features  boldly  and  deeply  defined.  Both  surfaces  have  a 
matte  texture  and  pleasing  olive-gold  toning.  Very  scarce  in  Proof 
format,  dozens  of  times  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Mint  State  piece. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

The  story  of  the  1908  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  coins  is  an  interesting 
one.  Whereas  the  new  $10  and  $20  motifs  by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  had  re¬ 
ceived  much  publicity  in  the  preceding  year,  1907,  and  had  been  the  subject  of 
wide  admiration,  a  different  scenario  took  place  with  the  1908  issues.  Without 
warning,  the  Indian  quarter  eagles  and  half  eagles  appeared  on  the  numis¬ 
matic  and  commercial  scene.  There  had  been  no  discussion  of  the  artist  (Bela 
Lyon  Pratt)  in  advance,  no  commentary  on  the  motifs,  nothing. 

What  happened  was  that  after  Saint-Gaudens  had  died  in  August  1907,  his 
assistant,  Henry  Hering,  finished  up  the  work  in  progress— primarily  the  $20 
piece.  Although  Saint-Gaudens  had  made  sketches  for  other  denominations 
from  the  cent  onward,  apparently  little  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  actual 
modeling  or  work,  except  for  the  $10  and  $20  coins. 

Through  the  intercession  of  William  Sturgis  Bigelow,  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  contacted  Boston  sculptor  Pratt,  earlier  a  student  of  Saint-Gaudens,  and 
commissioned  him  to  design  the  $2.50  and  $5  denominations.  These  were 
done  from  his  own  designs,  featuring  on  the  obverse  an  Indian  motif  which 
came  much  closer  to  representing  a  Native  American  than  did  the  stylistic 
Miss  Liberty  with  headdress  motif  used  on  the  Indian  cent.  The  designs  were 
incuse  or  recessed,  meaning  the  field  of  the  coin  (usually  the  lowest  part),  was 
on  these  pieces  the  highest  part. 

The  reverse  featured  a  perched  eagle,  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  by 
Saint-Gaudens  on  the  1907  $10,  but  with  important  differences.  The  reverse 
also  was  incuse. 

While  the  $10  and  $20  designs  of  Saint-Gaudens  had  been  showered  with 
many  accolades,  just  the  opposite  happened  with  the  1908  $2.50  and  $5  by 
Pratt.  Complaints  were  extensive  and  vociferous,  and  just  about  everyone  who 
liked  to  send  letters  to  the  editor  of  The  Numismatist  had  something  to  say. 
Probably  because  of  this,  numismatic  interest  in  the  Pratt  coinage  was  nil.  As 
time  went  on,  business  strikes  were  produced  intermittently  for  many  years, 
but  little  attention  was  paid  to  them.  Today,  many  issues  that  were  produced 
in  reasonably  large  quantities  are  rarities  in  high  levels  of  Mint  State. 

Returning  to  the  presently  offered  1908,  Proofs  were  struck  with  the  matte 
or  sandblast  finish,  apparently  to  the  extent  of  236  pieces  per  Mint  records, 
but  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  anything  approaching  this  quantity  actually  left  the 
Mint.  The  Proof  production  figures  for  this  era  seem  to  be  inaccurate  or  er¬ 
ratic.  As  an  example,  the  incredibly  erroneous  figure  of  682  is  given  for  the 
Proof  mintage  of  1910,  yet  today  only  a  few  dozen  pieces  exist— and  the  1910  is 
every  bit  as  rare  as  other  coins  with  a  reported  Proof  mintage  of  only  a  fraction 
of  that. 

Collectors  preferred  the  brilliant  or  mirror  Proof  finish,  and  did  not  like 
Matte  Proofs  at  all.  As  a  result,  there  was  little  interest  in  them  in  the  numis¬ 
matic  community.  Years  later,  beginning  significantly  in  the  1950s,  numisma¬ 
tists  began  to  desire  them  intensely,  and  it  was  found  that  such  pieces  were 
major  rarities.  Apparently,  most  that  had  been  minted  were  either  not  distrib¬ 
uted  and  melted,  or  were  placed  into  circulation.  Today  it  is  recognized  that 
each  and  every  Matte  Proof  issue  is  a  landmark,  especially  in  the  gem  preserva¬ 
tion  offered  here. 


Blazing  1909  “Roman  Finish”  $2.50 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

350  1909  “Roman  Finish”  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  with  satiny 

surfaces.  Almost  all  design  features  are  defined  to  full  advantage 
including  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1  finer  (Proof-65). 

After  the  Matte  Proof  pieces  of  1908  were  created,  the  Mint  did  some  ex¬ 
perimenting  with  other  finishes.  No  records  were  kept  as  to  the  procedures 
and  today  it  is  not  known  precisely  what  happened.  In  his  monograph  on 
Proof  coins,  Walter  Breen  devoted  a  number  of  paragraphs  to  the  situation.  In 
effect,  the  1909  gold  Proofs  (today  called  “Roman  Finish”)  are  bright  yellow  in 
comparison  to  the  1908  issues  and  have  a  satiny  surface,  not  at  all  like  a  busi¬ 
ness  strike  coin,  but  not  like  the  Matte  Proof  finish  of  1908  either.  The  result  is 
aesthetically  satisfying  in  the  context  of  Proofs  of  this  era.  The  same  style  was 
continued  on  Proofs  of  the  following  year. 


Splendid  Proof  1910  Quarter  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

351  1910  “Roman  Finish”  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  surfaces. 

The  devices  are  sharp  and  the  fields  are  smooth.  A  few  faint  hair¬ 
lines,  visible  under  magnification,  are  probably  all  that  prevented 
PCGS  from  assigning  a  considerably  higher  grade.  Another  ex¬ 
ample  with  the  “Roman  Finish,”  also  sometimes  called  “satin” 
Proof.  Splendid  and  rare. 
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Exceptional  1912  Quarter  Eagle 

Gem  Matte  Proof-66 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

352  1912  Matte  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Warm  olive-gold  matte  surfaces. 

Not  quite  so  sharply  struck  as  some  of  the  earlier  Proof  issues  in 
the  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  series.  The  surface  on  this  issue  is 
similar  to  but  not  identical  to  that  found  on  1908  Proofs.  Pieces 
dated  1912  are  very  rare,  and  it  must  be  presumed  that  of  the  197 
reported  having  been  struck,  fewer  than  25%  still  survive. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4  finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

Memorable  Gem  Proof  1913  $2.50 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

353  1913  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Immaculate  olive-gold  matte  sur¬ 

faces.  Some  softness  is  noted  on  the  feathers  of  the  Indian’s  war 
bonnet  and  on  the  eagle’s  breast,  but  most  other  design  features 
are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Rarity  and  quality  combined— 
what  more  could  be  desired? 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Extraordinary  Proof  1914  $2.50 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

354  1914  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  virtual  twin  to  the  1913  quarter 

eagle  offered  above,  having  olive-gold  matte  surfaces  and  similai 
striking  characteristics.  Another  truly  marvelous  quarter  eagle,  a 
gem  of  incredible  quality.  Once  sold,  a  piece  in  this  grade  may 
never  appear  on  the  market  again. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Spectacular  1915  Proof  Quarter  Eagle 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

355  1915  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A  virtually  perfect  gem  having  sur¬ 

faces  and  striking  characteristics  similar  to  those  of  the  1913  and 
1914  quarter  eagles  described  earlier.  Of  all  Proof  quarter  eagles, 
the  1915  has  the  lowest  mintage,  just  100  pieces.  However,  it  is 
probably  the  situation  that  not  more  than  30  or  40  Proofs  were 
ever  sold  at  the  time.  And,  unlike  Proof  coins  of  other  denomina¬ 
tions  (particularly  the  cent  and  Buffalo  nickel),  dealers  such  as  Wil¬ 
liam  L.  Pukall,  David  Proskey,  and  Wayte  Raymond  did  not  buy 
unsold  remainders  from  the  Mint.  Most  were  probably  put  into 
circulation  or,  more  likely,  melted.  Today,  the  1915  is  an  incred¬ 
ible  rarity.  This  pice  may  very  well  be  the  rarest  and  finest  Proof 
Indian  quarter  eagle  extant  today. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


three-Dollar  Gold  pieces 

There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  “common"  $3  gold  piece,  all 
varieties  are  rare.  And,  among  rarities  some  are  especially  rare, 
including  the  three  delicacies  we  offer  in  the  following  lots. 


Prooflike  1873  $3  Rarity 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
An  American  Classic 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

356  1873  Closed  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices  are 

frosty  and  the  fields  nicely  reflective.  Some  contact  marks  in  the 
fields  are  probably  all  that  prevented  PCGS  from  assigning  a 
higher  grade. 

The  1873  $3  is  a  classic  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  not 
known  how  many  pieces  were  made  for  circulation— mint  records 
are  silent.  However,  it  could  not  have  been  many,  as  very  few  exist 
today.  The  rarities  in  the  series,  in  descending  order  are  the  1870- 
S  (unique),  1875  (20  struck),  1876  (45  struck),  and  1873  (unknown 
number  struck,  but  more  than  for  1876).  In  Mint  State  (rather 
than  Proof),  the  1873  is  especially  rare,  far  more  elusive  than 
Proofs,  and  Proofs  are  rare  in  their  own  right. 
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In  summation,  the  present  piece  is  a  highly  important,  very  desir¬ 
able  offering,  a  key  to  the  series,  and  a  coin  which  will  be  the  focus 
ot  attention  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ;  none  finer. 

An  exposition  concerning  the  1873  $3  appears  under  Lot  299  of  our  1982 
offering  of  the  U.S.  Gold  Coin  Collection  (Eliasberg  Collection),  and  present 
readers  are  referred  to  this. 


Splendid  Proof  1875  $3  Rarity 


Reported  Mintage:  20 
Key  to  the  Series 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


WlLi.Mtff 
4  taws  J 


357  1875  Proof-64  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  sharp  frosty  devices  and 

blazing  mirror  fields.  A  scattering  of  scarcely  noticeable  hairlines 
accounts  for  the  assigned  grade.  With  a  mintage  of  only  20  pieces, 
the  1875  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  $3  coin,  this 
in  a  series  that  is  replete  with  rarities  (but  of  a  lesser  order). 

Over  the  years  this  issue  has  received  greater  attention  from  cata¬ 
loguers  than  any  variety  in  the  series.  The  reported  mintage  of  20 
is,  of  course,  the  focal  point.  A  number  of  years  ago  it  was  popular 
to  suggest  that  restrikes  had  been  made,  but  no  investigation  by 
such  students  as  Walter  Breen,  David  Akers,  and  the  present 


writer  (QDB),  has  ever  brought  such  evidence  to  light.  Walter 
Breen  paid  the  coin  the  distinctive  honor  of  calling  it  “one  of  the 
half  dozen  most  famous  rarities  in  American  coinage,”  noting  that 
20  Proofs  were  delivered  by  February  13,  1875,  but  that  in  his 
opinion  perhaps  30  or  so  are  known  in  numismatic  circles.  The 
true  story  may  never  be  known,  but  it  would  probably  be  difficult 
to  locate  today  in  as  many  different  locations,  20  separately  identi¬ 
fiable  examples  of  the  1875.  Even  allowing  for  a  mintage  of  30,  the 
piece  is  a  remarkable  rarity. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Rare  Proof  1884  $3 

358  1884  Proof-62.  Fully  brilliant.  The  frosty  design  elements  con¬ 

trast  boldly  with  the  mirror  fields.  A  rarity  in  all  grades  with 
special  attention  directed  toward  the  Proof  format.  A  prize 
coin  that  will  be  equally  at  home  in  the  cabinet  of  a  discrimi¬ 
nating  specialist  or  that  of  a  collector  by  design  types. 
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Four-Dollar  Goi.n  “Stf.i.t.a” 


Famous  1879  Coiled  Hair  $4 


Struck  in  Gold 
Classic  American  Rarity 


359  1879  Coiled  Hair  Stella.  Struck  in  gold.  Judd- 1638,  Pollock-1838. 

Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surf  ces  with  bold  cameo  contrast.  A 
touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  portrait, 
and  magnification  reveals  mint-caused  planchet  striations  on  the 
high  points  of  the  central  motifs  (as  is  always  the  case  on  authentic 
specimens,  no  exceptions  of  which  we  are  aware).  A  superb  speci¬ 
men,  one  of  the  finest  known  of  this  classic  American  gold  rarity. 

The  1879’and  1880  $4  gold  Stellas  are  divided  into  four  primary 
varieties:  1879  Coiled  Hair  (as  here  offered),  1879  Flowing  Hair 
(the  usually  seen  variety,  itself  quite  rare),  1880  Coiled  Hair  (a  ma¬ 
jor  rarity),  and  1880  Flowing  Hair  (a  major  rarity).  Except  for  the 
1879  Flowing  Hair,  which  was  made  to  the  extent  of  over  700 
pieces  for  distribution  to  congressmen,  sale  to  collectors,  private 
profit  to  Mint  officials,  etc.,  the  $4  varieties  are  seldom  seen.  In¬ 
deed,  often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  offerings  of  such 
other  pieces  in  our  auction  sales. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  1879  Coiled  Hair  Stellas  were  struck. 
Mint  records  have  suggested  10  pieces,  but  numismatists  believe 
this  figure  to  be  conservative,  with  perhaps  two  dozen  a  more 
likely  figure.  It  is  estimated  that  about  a  dozen  are  known  today.  A 
number  of  years  ago  when  studying  the  series,  David  Akers  pub¬ 
lished  the  knowledge  of  10  different  specimens,  including  some 
impounded  in  museums.  Today  it  is  probably  reasonable  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  10  or  so  are  in  numismatic  hands  and  over  a  period  of 
time  are  available  for  competition. 


The  1879  Coiled  Hair  gold  Stella  is  desirable  for  several  reasons. 
First,  it  is  of  the  unique  $4  denomination,  America’s  most  unusual 
coin  value.  Secondly,  it  is  exceedingly  rare.  As  noted,  perhaps  only 
a  dozen  or  so  are  known  today,  and  only,  say,  10  of  these  (perhaps 
fewer)  are  in  numismatic  hands.  Third,  it  is  of  the  Coiled  Hair  de¬ 
sign  by  George  T.  Morgan,  and  as  a  class  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two 
main  types.  Any  numismatist  desiring  an  example  of  the  Coiled 
Hair  type  must,  of  necessity,  acquire  either  an  1879  or  an  1880, 
both  of  which  are  landmark  classics. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  2  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

Some  notes  concerning  the  $4  denomination  may  be  of  interest  and  are  ab¬ 
stracted  from  our  earlier  writings  in  the  Eliasberg  Collection  (1982  U.S.  Gold 
Coin  Collection): 

The  $4  gold  coin  or  Stella  (so-called  from  the  star  on  the  reverse) 
was  conceived  by  Hon.  John  A.  Kasson  who  at  the  time,  1879,  was 
serving  as  the  United  States  minister  to  Austria.  Earlier  he  chaiied  the 
Committee  of  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures.  Kasson  believed  it  de¬ 
sirable  to  create  a  coin  whose  metallic  content  was  stated  in  the  metric 
system,  the  standard  used  in  Europe,  and  whose  value  would  apptoxi- 
mate  certain  other  gold  coins  popular  overseas,  including  the  Spanish 
20  pesetas,  the  Dutch  8  florins,  the  Austrian  8  florins,  the  Italian  20 
lire,  and  the  French  20  francs. 

The  Committee  of  Coinage,  Weights  and  Measures  duly  considered 
the  proposal  and  forwarded  the  suggestion  that  the  name  “suitable  for 
the  four-dollar  coin  would  be  one  Stella'  analogous  to  one  eagle,  both 
the  star  and  eagle  being  national  emblems  on  our  coins."  The  fact  that 
the  $4  denomination  was  certainly  redundant  in  a  system  employing 
at  the  time  $2.50,  $3,  and  $5  issues  received  little  consideration. 
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In  earlier  years,  the  idea  of  a  coin  suitable  for  use  in  international 
commerce  had  been  proposed  several  times.  The  Paquet  pattern  $5 
issue  of  1868  and  Bickford’s  ideas  of  the  mid  1870s  are  examples. 

Despite  historical  proof  that  international  exchange  rates  rarely  re¬ 
main  constant,  and  without  addressing  the  question  that  the  $4  piece 
would  not  be  precisely  convertible  into  any  of  the  foreign  gold  coins 
then  being  considered— it  would  still  be  necessary  to  compute  an  ex¬ 
change  rate  and  give  change  in  other  coins  as  well— Kasson’s  $4  piece 
was  received  with  a  degree  of  enthusiasm  when  it  was  suggested. 

Charles  E.  Barber  and  George  T.  Morgan  each  prepared  distinctive 
designs  for  the  Stella.  Barber’s  motif  was  distinguished  by  Miss  Liberty 
having  flowing  hair,  and  on  Morgan’s  design  coiled  hair  was  used. 

The  obverse  design  of  Charles  Barber’s  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella 
was  taken  from  the  motif  used  by  his  father  for  a  pattern  half  eagle  the 
previous  year,  listed  today  as  Judd  1574  (Pollock-1766).  Surrounding 
the  portrait  on  Barber’s  1879  Stella  appears  proportions  of  gold,  sil¬ 


ver,  and  copper  and  the  weight  in  grams,  with  each  numeral  and  letter 
separated  by  stars. 

The  reverse  design  features  a  five-pointed  star  with  an  inscription  in 
the  center  and  other  inscriptions  surrounding.  Specimens  bearing  the 
date  1879  and  1880  were  made  of  this  design,  with  the  1880  being  a 
great  rarity.  [Concerning  the  1879,  this  is  the  most  available  of  the  $4 
pieces.  Perhaps  15  were  actually  struck  in  1879,  with  most  struck  the 
year  following  from  1879-dated  dies.) 

Companion  Stellas  were  designed  by  George  T.  Morgan.  Although 
the  inscriptions  on  the  Morgan  design  are  similar  to  the  Barber  issue, 
the  head  of  Liberty  is  done  in  a  different  manner,  with  coiled  and 
braided  hair.  A  somewhat  similar  design  was  produced  by  Morgan  for 
a  pattern  goloid  (an  alloy  containing  gold,  silver,  and  copper)  metric 
dollar. 

Morgan’s  Coiled  Hair  $4  issues  of  1879  and  1880  are  major  rarities. 
Only  a  few  exist  today. 


Half  Eagles 

Our  offering  of  half  eagles,  consistent  with  the  other  gold 
coins  in  our  Rarities  Sale,  includes  many  issues  seldom  seen  at 
all,  and  when  seen,  not  in  the  grades  offered  here.  There  are 
many  bidding  opportunities  for  the  enthusiast  and  connoisseur. 


Attractive  1798  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

360  1798  Heraldic  Eagle,  Large  8,  13  Star  reverse.  Breen-2D.  Rarity-4. 

AU-55  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  much  frosty  lustre  noted  in  the 
protected  areas,  especially  on  the  reverse.  A  touch  of  striking  soft¬ 
ness  (as  made)  can  be  seen  on  the  high  points  of  the  central  motifs. 
NGC  Population:  3;  5  finer  (MS-63  finest). 


Popular  1802/1  Half  Eagle 


36 1  1 802/ 1  Overdate.  B-2I.  Rarity-4.  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  with  orange-gold  and  violet  at  the  borders.  Some  faint  mint- 
caused  adjustment  marks  ran  be  seen  at  the  reverse  border,  and  a 
rim  bump  is  noted  above  TA  in  STATES.  A  nice  example  of  this 
early  overdate. 


Lustrous 


362  1807  Capped  Bust  to  Left.  B-5D.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous  sur¬ 

faces  exhibit  just  a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence.  Some  vestigial  ad¬ 
justment  marks  can  be  seen  at  the  reverse  border. 

Appealing  1809  $5 


363  1809  B-1A.  Rarity-3.  MS-60.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices  are 

frosty  and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike  character.  Most 
of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  details  are  sharp  and  all  of  the  obverse  stars 
exhibit  their  radials.  Some  faint  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  can 
be  seen  at  the  reverse  border.  Close  examination  reveals  a  faint 
line  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  forehead.  However,  the 
piece  is  significantly  finer  than  the  typical  1809  encountered  in  the 
marketplace. 

Frosty  1809/8  Half  Eagle 


364  1809/8  Overdate.  B-1A.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Olive-gold  toning  on 

frosty  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars,  all  of  which  show  their  radials. 


1807  $5 
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Lovely  1838  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

365  1838  Breen-6515.  MS-62.  Sharply  struck  and  mostly  frosty  with  a 

tiny  area  of  prooflike  brilliance  beneath  the  eagle’s  right  wing 
(viewer’s  left).  Both  surfaces  are  partially  brilliant  with  blushes  of 
olive-gold.  Classic  Head  $5  pieces  are  rarely  seen  in  Mint  State.  As 
a  date,  the  1838  half  eagle  is  significandy  scarcer  than  those  of  the 
same  type  produced  in  1834-1836. 

Variety  with  small  arrows,  large  5,  TES  widely  spaced. 


Superb  1849  Half  Eagle 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

366  1849/49  Repunched  date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Most  design  features  are  sharp  including  the  obverse  stars  and  the 
eagle’s  wing  feathers.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  can  be  seen  at 
the  eagle’s  neck.  While  the  repunched  date  feature  lends  interest, 
equally  important  is  the  condition  of  this  piece.  Half  eagles  of 
1849  are  rarely  seen  in  Mint  State,  as  few  were  saved. 

Ripunrhed  Date  1849/49.  Listed  as  B-6582  by  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedui. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  liner. 


Superlative  1855  Half  Eagle 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

367  1855  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  The  eagle’s  neck  feathers 

are  somewhat  sofdy  defined,  but  most  other  design  features  are 
sharp.  A  lustrous  coin  challenging  gem  quality,  the  finest  certified 
by  PCGS— which  in  itself  is  a  testimony  to  its  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

In  the  19th  century  a  few  numismatists  collected  gold  coins  by  date ,  typically 
little  attention  was  paid  to  grade  or  quality,  and  examples  were  acquired  from 
bullion  and  specie  dealers  in  whatever  condition  they  could  be  found.  There 
was  no  striving  to  acquire  pieces  in  Uncirculated  (Mint  State)  preservation.  In 
later  years,  collectors  by  date  were  apt  to  order  Proofs  from  the  Mint  which, 
unlike  silver  and  minor  coins  (which  had  to  be  ordered  in  sets),  could  be  or¬ 
dered  singly. 

Existing  numismatic  documentation  suggests  that  as  of  the  early  1890s,  gold 
coins  in  the  denominations  $1,  $2.50,  and  $3  were  popular  on  a  limited  basis. 
The  few  people  who  collected  $5  and  $10  pieces  nearly  entirely  limited  their 
interest  to  early  issues  before  the  Liberty  Head  style.  And,  mintmarks  were  not 
considered  at  all  among  the  higher  denominations.  It  is  thus  seen  that  the  sur¬ 
vival  of  an  1855  $5  in  beautiful  Mint  State  as  offered  here  is  strictly  a  matter  of 
rare  chance.  Perhaps  someone  received  it  as  a  birthday  gift  or  for  an  anniver¬ 
sary,  perhaps  it  was  misplaced  and  came  to  light  in  a  hidden  place  at  a  later 
date,  or  there  may  be  some  other  story.  Whatever  the  situation,  few  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  ever  occurred. 


Classic  1861-D  Half  Eagle  Rarity 

Last  Dahlonega  Issue 


368  1861-D  VF-35.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  some  wisps  of  satiny 

lustre  surviving  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  This  repre¬ 
sents  the  final  half  eagle  of  the  Dahlonega  Mint  during  the  last 
year  of  operations  at  that  southern  institution.  Just  1,597  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  struck,  far  and  away  the  lowest  mintage  of  this 
denomination  at  that  facility.  It  is  not  recorded  that  any  were 
saved  by  numismatists  at  the  time,  and  thus  all  slipped  into  circula¬ 
tion  and  acquired  varying  degrees  of  wear.  Today,  the  1861-D  is 
recognized  as  a  classic  in  any  and  all  giades. 
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Landmark  1875  $5  Rarity 

Glittering  Proof 
An  American  Classic 


369  1875  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant  with  blushes  of  delicate 

saffron  iridescence.  A  touch  of  striking  softness  is  noted  at  the 
eagle’s  neck,  but  most  other  design  features  are  sharp.  An  Ameri¬ 
can  classic,  a  landmark  coin  that  is  one  of  the  beacons  in  the  half 
eagle  series.  Just  20  Proofs  were  made,  plus  only  200  business 
strikes,  projecting  this  into  the  very  first  rank  of  importance— shar¬ 
ing  the  limelight,  indeed  stealing  it,  from  its  worthy  companions, 
the  Proof  1875  $1  and  Proof  $2.50  also  offered  in  the  present  sale 
(what  an  illustrious  trio).  And,  we  should  mention  the  1875  $3, 
which  is  more  often  seen  than  the  $5.  The  $3  has  had  more  fame  ac¬ 


corded  to  it  over  the  years.  However,  the  presently  offered  $5 
Proof  outranks  it  in  rarity  and,  no  doubt,  in  value.  Watch  the  ex¬ 
citement  when  this  crosses  the  block.  Tied  for  finest  certified  by 
PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

It  should  be  further  noted  that  although  20  pieces  are  recorded  as  having 
been  struck  of  the  1875  Proof  $5,  it  is  quite  probable  that  most  of  these  were 
spent  or  otherwise  lost.  Today,  we  doubt  if  any  more  than  10  exist.  In  our  sale 
of  the  Eliasberg  specimen  in  1982,  we  suggested  a  population  of  eight  to  10, 
noting  that  one  of  these  was  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and  another 
permanently  impounded  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


Lovely  1905  Proof  $5  Rarity 

370  1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant. 

Boldly  struck  with  virtually  all  design  ele¬ 
ments  sharply  and  deeply  defined.  The  re¬ 
verse  eagle  is  quite  frosty  and  contrasts 
nicely  with  the  glittering  mirror  field.  A  rar¬ 
ity  in  this  preservation,  a  highly  important 
offering. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4  finer  (Proof-65  finest). 
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Brilliant  191 1-D  Half  Eagle 

A  Key  to  the  Series 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

371  191 1-D  MS-63.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Most  design  features  are 

sharp  save  for  the  fine  details  on  the  lowest  feather  of  the  Indian’s 
headdress. 

The  191 1-D  offered  here  is  a  prize-winning  coin  for  two  primary 
reasons.  First,  the  mintage  of  72,500  is  the  second  lowest  of  the 
design  type,  being  undercut  only  by  the  1909-0  (34,200).  Second, 
while  the  191 1-D  is  scarce  enough  in  any  grade,  in  Mint  State  it  is  a 
prime  rarity.  Few  were  saved  by  numismatists  at  the  time,  and  the 
survival  of  a  specimen  such  as  this  is  a  matter  of  unusual  chance. 

To  this  can  be  added  the  appeal  of  the  present  opportunity.  While 
a  coin  can  be  rare  and  desirable,  if  it  cannot  be  purchased  it  does 
not  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to  someone  seeking  it.  Here  is 
a  purchase  opportunity,  and  we  strongly  encourage  prospective 
bidders  to  compete  strongly. 


Lustrous  191 1-S  Half  Eagle 


Eagles 

Our  offering  of  $  10  pieces  has  several  surprises,  including  a 
pair  of  exceptional  pieces  bearing  the  1907  date. 


Mint  State  1803  Eagle 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

373  1803  Large  Reverse  Stars.  Breen-IE.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  The 

devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces 
with  wisps  of  saffron  iridescence  at  the  obverse  rim.  Scarce  in  all 
grades,  the  1803  is  a  major  rarity  in  Mint  State.  Only  at  widely 
separated  intervals  does  a  piece  of  equivalent  quality  to  this  come 
on  the  market.  Ideal  for  the  date  and  variety  specialist  as  well  as 
the  type  collector. 


Impressive  1845-0  $10 


372  191 1-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Pale  olive-gold  iridescence  on  frosty  sur¬ 

faces.  Most  design  features  are  boldly  defined  including  the  eagle’s 
breast  feathers.  An  especially  choice  example  of  an  issue  which  is 
somewhat  elusive  in  choice  Mint  State. 


374  1845-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Pale  olive-gold  surfaces  with  wisps  of 

prooflike  character  surviving  around  the  design  elements.  Housed 
in  a  “Regency”  holder. 

Repunched  Date  1845/1845,  with  the  most  prominent  doubling  at  the  4 
and  5.  Listed  as  B-6870  h>  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia. 
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Rare  1859-0  Eagle 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

375  1859-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Pale  olive-gold  toning  with  traces  of 

prooflike  character  around  the  stars,  letters,  and  numerals.  New 
Orleans  gold  coins  of  the  1850s  include  a  number  of  notable  rari¬ 
ties,  of  which  this  is  one. 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Splendid  1905  Eagle  Rarity 

Beautiful  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

376  1905  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  Boldly  struck  with  virtually 

all  design  elements  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  The  reverse  motif 
is  quite  frosty,  contrasting  nicely  with  the  blazing  mirror  field.  A 
beautiful  specimen,  certainly  one  of  the  finest  known  to  have  sur¬ 
vived.  Although  86  are  reported  to  have  been  struck,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  account  for  more  than  a  third  of  these  as  being  extant 
today. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4  finer  (Proof-66  finest). 


i  or, 


BOWERS  AND  Ml*  RENA 


The  Rarities  Sale 


HARRY  O.  WEAVER  1907  INDIAN  $10  SF.T 


We  are  pleased  to  present  below  the  Harry  O.  Weaver  set  of 
1907  Indian  Head  eagles  with  periods;  both  the  Wire  Rim  and 
Rounded  Rim  varieties  are  included.  The  history  of  the  pieces 
s  related  by  the  consignor  as  follows: 

"Mr.  (Harry  O.)  Weaver  had  been  a  personal  secretary  to 
^resident  Theodore  Roosevelt  during  the  1904  presidential 
zampaign.  Subsequently,  he  became  personal  secretary  to 
3eorge  B.  Cortelyou,  the  secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  was  at 
his  time  that  Saint-Gaudens’  gold  coins  were  minted.  As  the 
wo  $10  designs  with  periods  in  the  motto  were  not  accepted, 
\  few  were  offered  to  government  personnel.  Mr.  Weaver 
nought  the  two  in  1907,  and  they  have  been  held  in  the  family 
'or  the  past  90  years,  passing  from  his  daughter  to  his  grand- 
laughter  (the  present  consignor).” 

The  following  was  copied  by  Harry  O.  Weaver  from  the 
"ebruary20,  1910,  issue  of  the  New  York  Sun.  In  light  of  the  fact 
hat  the  famous  numismatist  Edgar  H.  Adams  was  an  employee 
;>f  the  New  York  Sun  at  the  time,  it  is  probably  safe  to  attribute 
hese  paragraphs  to  him: 

“There  were  three  varieties  of  the  1 907  $  1 0  piece  of  the  Saint- 


Frosty  1907  Indian  $10 

Wire  Rim,  Periods 
About  100  Specimens  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

377  1907  Indian  Head.  Wire  Rim,  Periods.  Breen-7094,  Pollock-1995, 

Judd-1774.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Close  ex- 


Gaudens  design.  The  first  was  distinguished  by  a  sharp  or  wire 
edge  and  on  the  reverse  shows  periods  at  either  side  of  the 
motto  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM.  It  also  had  a  concave  field. 
Altogether  about  550  were  made,  a  specimen  in  Uncirculated 
condition  being  worth  from  $35  upward. 

“An  endeavor  was  made  by  the  die  engravers  to  make  this 
design  suitable  for  commercial  purposes  by  lowering  the  relief 
and  giving  the  coin  a  narrow  border.  The  design  was  the  same 
as  the  first  and  showed  the  periods  at  either  end  of  the  motto,  but 
was  clearly  to  be  distinguished  from  the  wire  edge  variety  by  the 
border,  which  was  much  wider  and  smooth.  So  sure  were  the 
Mint  authorities  that  a  practicable  design  had  been  reached  that 
20,000  of  these  coins  were  minted,  but  the  design  was  not 
approved,  and  only  about  50  specimens  are  now  in  existence,  the 
remainder  having  been  consigned  to  the  melting  pot.  This  coin 
is  now  held  in  high  esteem  by  collectors  and  is  quoted  at  a  high 
price,  although  it  has  never  yet  been  offered  at  public  sale.” 

The’third  variety  of  1907,  not  mentioned  in  the  New  York  Sun 
paragraphs  transcribed  by  Harry  O.  Weaver,  is  the  common 
type  without  periods  at  E  PLURIBUS  UNUM. 


animation  reveals  some  faint  mint-caused  die  finish  lines  in  the  re¬ 
verse  field. 

From  a  mintage  stated  by  Adams  to  be  550,  and  stated  elsewhere 
to  be  500,  it  is  believed  that  about  100  different  pieces  can  be 
traced  today.  Some  might  be  in  hiding  as,  indeed,  was  this  speci¬ 
men  before  it  was  brought  to  us  for  auction  sale.  However,  Ameri¬ 
can  gold  coins  have  been  sufficiently  publicized  that  there  are  not 
many  surprises  left. 

Presented  here  is  a  splendid  specimen  of  this  famous  coin,  an  is¬ 
sue  with  a  rich  history,  known  rarity,  and  high  quality  coming  to¬ 
gether  to  create  an  extraordinary  opportunity.  And,  the  pedigree 
is  incomparable. 

Formerly  the  personal  property  of  Harry  O.  Weaver,  personal  secretary  to 
George  B.  Cortelyou,  secretary  of  the  Treasury  when  these  pieces  were  struck. 

Diameter:  1.065  inches. 

To  expand  a  bit  on  the  history  given  in  the  introduction,  in  1905,  Theodore 
Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  who  at  the  time  was  pre-emi¬ 
nent  in  his  field,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  redesign  the  entire  American  coin¬ 
age.  Roosevelt  had  seen  some  ancient  Greek  coins  and  had  been  impressed 
with  their  high-relief  appearance.  To  him,  contemporary  American  issues 
were  simply  uninteresting  tokens.  Saint-Gaudens  responded  (an  offer  of 
$5,000  from  the  government  helped),  and  he  set  about  sketching  his  ideas. 
The  obverse  design  used  on  the  1907  eagle  was  suggested  for  use  on  the  cent 
and,  later,  the  double  eagle,  but  finally  appeared  on  the  eagle.  The  facial  fea¬ 
tures  are  from  Victory,  part  of  the  Sherman  Monument  group  made  for  Cen¬ 
tral  Park,  New  York  City,  1903.  The  headdress  is  an  added  feature  to  give  it  a 
“native  American"  appearance. 

The  initial  eagle  design,  the  piece  offered  here,  is  technically  considered  a 
pattern  and  is  listed  as  Judd-1774  (Pollock-1995).  Five  hundred  examples  were 
struck  to  determine  the  design.  1  he  wire  rim  or  edge  was  found  to  be  imprac¬ 
tical  and  was  abandoned. 

For  many  years  numismatists  have  been  debating  whether  top-grade  speci¬ 
mens  should  be  classified  as  “ProoF’  or  “Uncirculated.  The  (>uide  Hook  prices 
coins  in  both  grades.  All  specimens  are  from  unfinished  dies  which  show  un¬ 
der  low  magnification  a  myriad  of  raised  lines,  loops,  and  swills.  Abe  Kosofl 
has  written  that  “all  specimens  from  this  die  are  Pi  oofs  ...  there  are  no  l  ncir- 
culated  coins.”  Others  with  equal  conviction  have  disided  thrm  into  Uncircu¬ 
lated  and  Proof  classifications,  possibly  not  having  two  different  specimens  on 
hand  at  a  single  time  to  verify  such  a  difference. 

Coins  of  the  initial  design  are  distinguished  by  having  periods  before  and 
after  the  reverse  legend,  a  feature  that  was  discontinued  when  examples  were 
subsequently  minted  in  large  quantity  for  circulation. 
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Extraordinary  1907  Indian  $10 

Rounded  Rim,  Periods 
Mintage:  About  40-50  Pieces 
A  Classic  Rarity 


378  1907  Indian  Head.  Rounded  Rim,  Periods.  B-7096,  P-1997, 

J- 1 775.  Rarity-5.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  brilliant.  A  few  tiny 
contact  marks  are  noted  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  One  of  the  very 
finest  examples  of  only  two  or  three  dozen  believed  to  exist  today, 
a  prime  specimen  of  an  exceedingly  famous  rarity— a  landmark 
coin  and  a  landmark  opportunity. 

Formerly  the  personal  property  of  Harry  O.  Weaver,  personal  secretary 
to  George  B.  Cortelyou,  secretary  of  the  Treasury  when  these  pieces  were 
struck. 

Diameter:  1.070  inches. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  5  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

The  coinage  of  this  variety  has  been  stated  as  31,550  pieces  (per  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Mint  John  H.  Landis’  memorandum  to  Director  of  the  Mint  Frank 
I^-ach,  September  25,  1907),  34,100  pieces  (correspondence  from  Frank  A. 


Leach— sec  United  States  Gold  Coins-An  Illustrated  History)  or,  elsewhere,  20,000 
(as  in  the  previously  quoted  article  by  Edgar  H.  Adams).  Of  the  production,  50 
were  special  Proofs  struck  on  a  medal  press.  Mint  officials  were  fearful  of  criti¬ 
cism,  and  virtually  the  entire  issue  was  melted.  The  number  saved  apparently 
was  not  recorded,  but  Frank  Leach  placed  the  quantity  at  42. 

The  distinction  between  Uncirculated  and  Proof  issues  is  not  well  defined, 
with  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins,  to  cite  one  reference,  earlier  desig¬ 
nating  the  preservation  of  the  42  pieces  as  Proofs,  but  in  recent  editions 
changing  this  to  reflect  Mint  State  status.  David  Akers,  in  the  following  quota¬ 
tion  indicates  that  some  business  strikes  were  saved  as  well  as  a  few  Proofs: 
“The  number  saved  from  the  melting  pot  is  unknown  but  it  probably  was  on 
the  order  of  40  to  50  pieces.  Most  of  them  are  very  high  quality  and  a  number 
are  superb.  In  addition,  a  few  of  the  Proofs  are  also  known,  perhaps  as  many 
as  four  or  five.” 

In  view  of  the  situation  where  not  even  experts  agree,  the  present  cataloguer 
has  no  quarrel  with  PCGS  stating  that  the  coin  is  Mint  State,  but  others  could 
as  easily  call  it  a  Proof. 
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Exquisite  Gem  1908-D  $10 

No  Motto 

Curious  Mintmark  Position 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

379  1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  brilliant.  The 

eagle’s  plumage  shows  bold  feather  details.  Although  this  issue  is 
not  widely  known  as  such,  it  is  remarkable  for  the  position  of  the  D 
mintmark.  Unlike  any  other  coin  in  the  Indian  series,  the  1908-D 
Without  Motto  has  the  mintmark  far  to  the  left  of  the  branch,  all 
by  itself  at  the  border.  We  like  such  things,  and  feel  that  it  lends  in¬ 
terest  and  value.  Later  issues,  including  the  1908-D  With  Motto, 
have  the  D  tucked  under  the  branch. 

NGC  Population:  1;  1  finer  (MS-66). 


double  Eagles 

Our  offering  of  federal  gold  coins  concludes  with  a  group  of 
$20  pieces,  again  remarkable  for  the  quality  and  rarity  of  the 
aieces  contained. 


Liberty  s  chin.  A  significantly  higher  grade  1864-S  than  typically 
encountered  in  the  market. 


Brilliant  Proof  1888  $20 


381  1888  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  with 

frosty  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields.  A  small  nick  can  be  seen  in 
the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  The  total  population  of 
double  eagles  of  this  date  is  probably  on  the  order  of  20  to  30. 
While  we  note  that  105  were  struck,  in  no  way  does  this  represent 
the  current  population.  In  all  probability,  numerous  pieces  re¬ 
mained  unsold  or  were  spent  after  their  acquisition  (see  footnote). 

'  Today,  the  1888  is  a  first  class  rarity. 

Proof  $20  pieces  of  this  era  had  little  numismatic  value  until  over  a  half  cen¬ 
tury  later.  B.  Max  Mehl  related  to  the  cataloguer  that  it  was  his  practice  in  the 
1920s  to  simply  “spend”  Proofs  of  this  era,  unless  they  were  of  a  particularly 
famous  or  rare  date.  The  reason  was  that  the  retail  value  of  a  Proof  $20  was  apt 
to  be  in  the  range  of  $21  to  $22,  scarcely  worth  the  effort  of  buying  one  at  a 
premium  from  a  collector,  putting  it  in  stock,  and  offering  it  for  sale. 

Collecting  $20  pieces  became  popular  in  a  significant  way  in  the  1930s, 
when  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  (now  curiously  commemorated  on  a  $5 
gold  commemorative  coin)  decreed  that  American  citizens  could  not  hold 
gold  coins,  and  had  to  turn  them  into  banks.  Soon,  Roosevelt  set  into  effect 
laws  that  harassed  citizens  who  dared  to  own  a  $20  piece  or  similar  coin.  Any 
present  reader  contemplating  buying  one  of  these  offensive  commemoratives 
may  wish  to  consider  a  situation  reported  in  the  January  1941  issue  of  The 
Numismatist.  The  stringent  regulations  formulated  in  1933  against  the  holding 
of  gold  coins  enforced  by  federal  officials,  and  over  a  long  span  of  years  after 
that  time,  numerous  collectors  and  dealers  were  arrested  and  prosecuted  for 
various  “crimes”  related  to  such.  No  case  was  more  unfortunate  than  that  of  a 
San  Francisco  dealer,  whose  untimely  end  was  reported  as  follows:  “Word 
reaches  us  at  the  time  of  going  to  press  of  the  death  on  December  20  [1941], 
of  Hugo  Landecker,  San  Francisco,  California,  a  member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  It  is  reported  that  officers  said  his  death  was  caused 
by  poison.  He  was  found  in  his  office  by  friends  who  called  an  ambulance,  and 
he  was  taken  to  a  police  emergency  hospital,  where  he  lived  only  a  few  hours. 

“Mr.  Landecker  was  a  jeweler  and  had  been  a  collector  of  and  dealer  in  coins 
in  San  Francisco  for  many  years,  and  was  one  of  the  best  liked  and  most  re¬ 
spected  members  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Numismatic  Society.  He  was  convicted  a 
week  previously  of  the  illegal  possession  of  gold  and  had  been  sentenced  to 
prison  for  two  years,  but  was  released  on  $10,000  bail  pending  an  appeal.  He 
had  been  denied  probation.  He  was  58  years  old  and  survived  by  his  wife  and 
five  children.” 

The  late  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  was  fond  of  relating  a  story  that  stated  that  in 
1932,  a  man  walking  down  the  streets  of  Baltimore  with  a  bottle  of  whiskey  in 
one  hand  and  a  $20  gold  piece  in  the  other,  was  a  criminal:  having  the  bottle 
of  whiskey  was  illegal.  However,  two  years  later,  in  1934,  by  which  time  Prohi¬ 
bition  had  been  repealed  and  Roosevelt  had  enacted  his  odious  legislation, 
another  man  walking  down  the  streets  o(  Baltimore  with  the  same  two  items 
would  also  have  been  a  criminal:  the  bottle  of  booze  would  have  been  legal, 
but  the  $20  piece  would  have  been  contraband. 

Turning  away  from  such  digression,  the  laws  of  1933-1934  had  certain  ex¬ 
emptions  for  numismatists.  The  general  non-availability  and  increasing  scar¬ 
city  (as  pieces  were  melted)  of  gold  issues  prompted  a  number  of  people  to 
turn  their  interest  in  this  direction.  Soon,  several  dozen  or  more  specialists 
emerged,  and  pieces  were  sought  by  date  and  mintmark  variety.  By  the  late 
1940s  the  market  in  such  pieces  was  extremely  active,  and  leading  cataloguers 
of  the  day  devoted  much  space  to  rarities  in  the  $20  and  other  gold  series. 
Later,  continuing  to  modern  times,  $20  and  other  high-denomination  gold 
coins  have  been  highly  desired.  Fortunately,  restrictions  on  holding  such 
pieces  were  eliminated  years  ago. 


380  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  mostly  lustrous.  A  few  tiny 

stains  (possibly  intrinsic)  can  be  seen  in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss 
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Lovely  MCMVII  (1907)  $20 

High  Relief 
Gem  Mint  State 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


382  MCMVII  (1907)  Saint-Gaudens.  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Virtually  all  design  elements  are 
boldly  and  deeply  defined  save  for  the  tip  of  the  eagle’s  tail  and  the 
bases  of  some  of  the  reverse  rays.  A  splendid  example  of  what 
many  people  consider  to  be  the  supreme  federal  coin  design  in¬ 
tended  for  circulation,  a  high  point  in  numismatic  artistry. 

The  story  of  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  and  his  involvement  with  gold  coins  is 
touched  upon  in  our  earlier  discussion  of  the  1907  $10  pieces,  but  can  be 
slightly  expanded  upon  here: 

Following  his  commission  from  the  government  to  create  new  coinage, 
Saint-Gaudens,  who  worked  from  a  studio  in  Cornish,  New  Hampshire  (today 
a  National  Historic  Site),  started  first  on  the  $20.  Much  time  and  effort  was 
taken  to  create  a  motif  which  would  be  truly  memorable.  The  obverse  motif 
was  taken  from  the  Sherman  Victory  monument  completed  in  1903  and  now 
standing  in  the  Grand  Army  Plaza  at  Central  Park  South,  New  York  City, 
across  the  street  from  the  much-publicized  Plaza  Hotel,  and  just  a  few  foot¬ 
steps  from  the  St.  Moritz  Hotel  (where  we  recently  held  our  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  sale  and  over  the  years  have  held  many  events,  including  the  current  Rari¬ 
ties  Sale).  The  Sherman  Victory  statue  consists  of  Miss  Liberty,  or  Victory  leading 
Sherman  on  horseback.  It  was  Victory  who  was  used  on  the  $20,  with  some 
modification. 

Intermittently  in  1907,  test  strikings  were  made,  and  although  the  design 
was  considered  to  be  highly  artistic,  there  was  great  difficulty  experienced  on 
the  coinage  presses.  Repeated  blows  were  needed  to  bring  up  the  full  features 
at  the  center  of  the  design,  hardly  a  desirable  situation  for  a  denomination  in¬ 
tended  to  be  made  in  large  quantities  and  at  high  speed.  In  the  middle  of  all 
this,  Charles  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  took  umbrage 
with  the  selection  of  an  outsider,  Saint-Gaudens,  to  poach  on  the  Mint’s  for¬ 


merly  private  preserve  of  coin  design.  Stated  simply,  outside  opinions  were 
not  wanted.  Thus,  step  by  step,  Barber  resisted  everything  that  Saint-Gaudens 
did.  However,  the  artist  had  President  Roosevelt  on  his  side,  and  with  regard 
to  the  problems  of  striking,  Roosevelt  called  the  entire  situation  his  “pet 
crime,”  and  stated  that  if  only  one  double  eagle  could  be  struck  per  day,  that’s 
the  way  it  would  be— he  was  president,  and  the  final  decision  was  his. 

As  it  developed,  the  original  relief,  today  known  as  the  Ultra  High  Relief 
style  was  lowered  slightly,  and  other  modifications  were  made,  to  create  what 
we  now  know  as  the  regular  High  Relief  standard— the  piece  offered  in  the 
present  lot.  Still,  three  blows  of  the  press  were  needed  to  strike  each  one.  The 
Mint  went  ahead  and  produced  11,250  pieces,  satisfying  Roosevelt.  By  that 
time,  Saint-Gaudens  had  passed  away,  and  pleasing  him  was  no  longer  a  fac¬ 
tor.  At  the  Mint,  the  designs  were  considerably  modified  to  shallow  relief,  the 
Roman  numerals  were  dropped,  and  other  changes  were  made.  The  new  shal¬ 
low  dies  worked  well  in  high-speed  presses  and  double  eagles  were  henceforth 
clanked  out  at  a  rapid  rate,  one  blow  of  the  press  per  coin.  Thus  isolated  were 
the  1 1,250  MCMVII  High  Relief  pieces  such  as  that  offered  here. 

Toward  the  end  of  1907,  these  MCMVII  High  Relief  pieces  became  a  popu¬ 
lar  fad,  were  widely  described  in  newspapers,  and  many  members  of  the  public 
scrambled  to  acquire  them.  Almost  immediately  they  attained  a  premium 
value  of  $25,  and  then  as  high  as  $28.  Thousands  were  squirreled  away.  The 
novelty  subsided  by  a  few  years  later,  and  many  such  pieces  came  out  of  hiding 
and  were  placed  back  into  circulation.  After  1933,  thousands  were  melted  as 
part  of  President  Franklin  Roosevelt’s  gold  recall  program. 

Today  the  number  of  pieces  in  existence  is  not  known  with  certainty,  but  it  is 
probably  on  the  order  of  several  thousand,  say  2,500  to  4,000  as  one  guess. 
The  demand  for  the  piece  is  such  that  whenever  one  crosses  the  block  there  is 
very  active  bidding.  Gem  Mint  State  pieces  such  as  offered  here  are  in  the  dis¬ 
tinct  minority. 
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Rare  1910  Proof  $20 

“Roman  Finish”  Style 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

383  1910  “Roman  Finish”  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully 

brilliant.  Both  surfaces  are  satiny.  Virtually  devoid  of  any  distract¬ 
ing  features,  save  for  a  few  microscopic  hairlines.  This  is  the  so- 
called  “Roman  Finish”  or  “Satin”  Proof  style,  yellow-gold,  very  at¬ 
tractive,  and  quite  unlike  the  Matte  or  Sandblast  Proof  style  of 
1908. 

Although  Mint  records  state  that  167  Proofs  were  struck,  actual  distribution 
was  probably  fewer  than  50  coins,  and  today  the  population  of  known  pieces  is 
certainly  below  30.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  major  rarity  in  the  American  series  of 
20th-century  gold  coins. 


Extraordinary  1929  Double  Eagle 

Important  Condition  Rarity 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

384  1929  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  blazing,  brilliant  frosty  gem.  Magnification 

reveals  some  scarcely  noticeable  reverse  rim  bruises,  no  doubt 
taken  into  account  by  the  experts  at  PCGS  (otherwise  it  might 
have  graded  MS-66).  One  of  the  very  finest  known  of  a  limited 
population  of  this  late  date.  It  is  believed  that  no  more  than  100 
exist  today,  and  even  this  estimate  may  be  on  the  high  side.  A  clas¬ 
sic  by  any  standard,  in  MS-65  this  1929  emerges  as  a  great  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (MS-66). 

Although  mintage  figures  indicate  a  production  of  1,7 /9.750  pieces,  most 
were  held  at  the  Mint.  After  1933,  when  Franklin  Roosevelt  created  his  famous 
legislation,  such  pieces  were  melted.  The  number  that  escaped  the  melting  pot 
is  not  known  today.  Probably  about  50  to  100  are  known  today,  primarily  in 
higher  grades  such  as  AU  or  Mint  State,  but  only  a  few  can  claim  the  MS-65 
level. 
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Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

Our  offering  of  commemoratives  offers  a  variety  of  issues, 
some  rare,  some  not  so  rare,  but  all  desirable  and  all  in  notable 
preservation. 


Outstanding  1900  Lafayette  $1 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

385  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  lustrous  gem. 

The  obverse  has  pleasing  intermingled  blue-green  and  violet  ton¬ 
ing.  The  reverse  is  golden  brown  at  the  center  changing  to  electric 
blue  at  the  border.  One  of  the  nicest  specimens  we  have  ever  seen 
of  this  popular  issue. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  3  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

The  1900  Lafayette  dollar  is  unusual  in  that  the  entire  distribution  mintage  of 
50,000  pieces  was  accomplished  on  one  day,  December  14,  1899,  a  year  before 
the  date  of  the  coin— December  14  being  the  100th  anniversary  of  President 
George  Washington’s  death.  There  was  some  discussion  as  to  whether  the  Mint 
should  strictly  adhere  to  striking  coins  in  the  year  mentioned  on  particular 
pieces,  but  this  was,  is  currently,  and  probably  always  will  be  disregarded.  In  any 
event,  all  of  these  pieces  were  prc-struck.  The  excuse  was  made  that  the  year 
1900  appearing  on  the  coin  was  not  the  date  of  the  coin  but,  instead,  was  the 
date  of  the  International  Exposition  held  in  Paris.  Following  this  logic,  if  the 
rlate  is  of  the  Exposition  and  riot  of  the  coin,  then  the  coin  has  no  date  at  all! 
\nywav  it  is  completely  impossible  to  figure  out  the  logit  behind  commemora¬ 
tive  issues,  years  ago  or  now,  so  we  will  end  the  commentary  at  this  point.  All  of 
ilii  ■  onlribules  immensely  to  the  collecting  appeal  of  such  pieces. 


386  1918  Illinois.  MS-66.  Pleasing  golden  iridescence  enhances  the 

sharp  devices  and  satiny  fields.  The  reverse  design  by  Johm 
Sinnock,  assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint  at  the  time,  represents  at 
high  point  (our  opinion)  in  the  artistry  of  that  particular  indi¬ 
vidual.  The  coin  has  a  certain  classic  aspect. 


387  1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Mostly  delicate  champagne  iri¬ 

descence  with  blushes  of  orange-gold.  Wisps  of  blue  and  violet  en¬ 
hance  the  rims.  The  Lexington  is  quite  common  in  lower  grades, 
but  is  significantly  rare  at  the  MS-66  level. 


388  1934  Maryland.  MS-66.  Mostly  pewter  gray  surfaces  with  blushes 

and  splashes  of  gold.  Same  comment  as  for  the  preceding. 


389  1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre.  Mostly  pale 

champagne  iridescence  with  a  misting  of  charcoal  gray  at  the  ob¬ 
verse  border.  A  very  nice  Missouri  half  dollar  of  a  quality  seldom 
encountered. 
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Magnificent  1921  Missouri  50£ 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

390  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  pale  cham¬ 

pagne  iridescence  at  the  center  with  rich  golden  brown  at  the  rim. 
The  reverse  has  mottled  golden  brown  and  gunmetal-gray  toning. 
Significantly  rare  in  this  grade  level,  as,  indeed,  the  PCGS  Popula¬ 
tion  quoted  below  indicates.  Considering  that  many  thousands  of 
numismatists  desire  commemoratives  and  there  is  a  great  demand 
for  them,  the  present  piece  should  do  quite  well  in  the  sale  room. 
PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 


Superb  1926  Sesquicentennial  50# 


391  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  witb 

blushes  of  pale  gold  and  lilac-gray.  A  high-grade  example  of  a  coin 
which  when  seen  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower  grade,  typi¬ 
cally  MS-60  to  63. 


392  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-66.  Intermingled  sea  green  and  orange- 

gold  iridescence.  The  fields  are  satiny.  Remarkable  for  its  distribu¬ 
tion  figure  of  only  10,000  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  for  any  sepa¬ 
rate  commemorative  design  (and  tied  with  the  1928  Hawaiian  and 
1935  Hudson). 


Gorgeous  1925  Vancouver  50# 


393  1925  Vancouver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pleasing  satiny  surfaces  are 

warmly  toned  in  intermingled  gold,  lilac,  and  blue.  One  of  the 
more  difficult  commemorative  half  dollars  to  locate  at  this  grade 
level. 

A  curious  aspect  of  the  Vancouver  half  dollar  is  that  all  pieces  were  struck  at 
the  San  Francisco  Mint,  but  the  S  mintmark  was  inadvertently  omitted 

COMMEMORATIVE 

Gold  coin 


Frosty  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 


394  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Pale  olive- 

gold  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces  with  some  splashes  of  orange. 
A  delightful  specimen  of  this  issue,  one  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever 
find. 
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Hawaiian  Coin 


395  1883  Hawaiian  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre.  Pleasing 

golden  toning  at  the  centers  changes  to  blue  and  violet  at  the  rims. 
The  majority  of  design  features  are  sharply  defined  on  this  ex¬ 
ample. 

This  and  other  Hawaiian  silver  coins  were  struck  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint, 
but  without  an  S  mintmark.  Pieces  were  shipped  to  Hawaii,  where  they  circu¬ 
lated  for  many  years,  finally  being  retired  early  in  the  20th  century,  at  which 
time  the  vast  majority  went  to  the  melting  pot.  As  attractive  as  Hawaiian  dol¬ 
lars  are  today,  in  their  era  they  were  not  widely  noticed  or  collected  by  numis¬ 
matists,  nor  did  any  hoards  of  Mint  State  pieces  ever  emerge.  As  a  result,  today 
nearly  all  1 883  Hawaiian  silver  dollars  in  the  marketplace  are  in  grades  such  as 
VF  and  EF,  often  impaired.  Even  an  MS-60  coin  would  be  elusive,  and  the 
present  MS-63  piece  can  be  correcdy  termed  a  rarity. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  interesting  history  with  the  1883  Hawaiian  dollar, 
and  our  office  would  be  pleased  to  provide  upon  request  some  additional  in¬ 
formation  to  the  successful  bidder.  We  could  go  on  and  on,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  we  are  writing  an  auction  catalogue  and  not  a  book! 


Lovely  1883  Hawaiian  Dollar 


Attractive  1854  “Small”  1# 


397  1854  pattern  cent.  Similar  to  the  regular-issue  type  but  without 

obverse  stars.  Copper  or  bronze.  Plain  edge.  P-187,  J-160  or  161. 
Rarity-4.  Proof-65  BN.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  blushes  of 
electric  blue. 

Weight:  91.4  grains;  Diameter:  1.005  inches;  Die  alignment:  180°. 

An  early  experiment  to  reduce  the  size  and  weight  of  the  copper  cent. 


398  1858  pattern  cent.  Small  Flying  Eagle  obverse,  Laurel  Wreath  re¬ 

verse.  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-245,  J-202.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64. 

Sharply  struck  with  frosty  devices.  Some  faint  die  finishing  lines 
can  be  seen  in  the  fields.  Blushes  of  blue  and  violet  enhance  the 
obverse. 

Weight:  73.0  grains;  Diameter:  0.751  inches;  Die  alignment:  180°. 

Realizing  that  the  regular  (large)  Flying  Eagle  motif  caused  striking  prob¬ 
lems,  experiments  to  remedy  this  included  making  the  present  “small”  flying 
eagle,  with  the  design  more  compact.  Although  patterns  with  this  small  flying 
eagle  were  made  extensively,  the  design  never  saw  circulation. 


Famous  1858  Indian  Cent 


pattern  Coins 

Pattern  coins  are  always  interesting  in  any  numismatic  sea¬ 
son,  year  in  and  year  out.  In  comparison  to  circulating  federal 
issues,  all  pattern  coins  are  rarities;  some  are  extreme  rarities. 
And  yet,  often  the  prices  for  such  pieces  are  but  a  fraction  of 
what  comparable  regular  issues  would  sell  for. 

The  present  offering  includes  a  wide  variety  of  patterns  in 
many  different  series,  a  truly  exceptional  offering. 


Rare  1856  Pattern  Half  Cent 


Copper-Nickel  Alloy 


396  1856  pattern  half  cent.  Regular-issue  dies.  Copper-nickel.  Plain 

edge.  Pollock-205,  Judd- 177.  Rarity-5.  AU-58.  Mostly  olive-brown 
iridescence  with  some  wisps  of  mint  brilliance  around  the  design 
elements.  Struck  in  copper  alloyed  with  nickel.  Scarce  as  noted, 
but  additionally  desirable  as  a  pattern  coin  of  the  half  cent  denomi¬ 
nation.  Thus,  anyone  seeking  to  have  a  type  set  must,  of  necessity, 
acquire  an  example  of  P-205— there  are  no  other  contenders  save 
for  several  hyper-rare  variations. 

Weight  68  5  grains;  Diameter:  0.891  inrhes;  Die  alignment:  180°. 


399  1858  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head  obverse.  Laurel  Wreath  reverse. 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-259,  J-208.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63.  Iden¬ 
tical  to  the  1859  except  for  the  date.  Blushes  of  maroon  and  lilac 
on  mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  Most  design  features  are  sharp.  A  cen¬ 
terpiece  of  popularity  among  pattern  cents  of  this  year,  the  pres¬ 
ently  offered  piece  has  incredible  appeal  as  a  showpiece  and  addi¬ 
tion  to  any  regular  set  of  Indian  cents. 

Weight:  72.4  grains;  Diameter:  0.752  inches;  Die  alignment:  180°. 


Gem  Proof  1858  P-262  Cent 


400  1858  pattern  cent.  Indian  Head  obverse.  Oak  Wreath  reverse. 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  P-262,  J-2 11.  Rarity-5  to  6.  Proof-65. 

Sharply  struck  and  brilliant.  The  reverse,  in  particular,  shows  pro¬ 
nounced  cameo  contrast. 

Weight:  71.2  grains;  Diameter:  0.750  inches;  Die  alignment:  200°. 
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401  1859  pattern  cent.  Transitional  Indian  Head  variety  having  the 

Oak  Wreath  and  Shield  reverse  of  1860.  Copper-nickel.  Plain 
edge.  P-272,  J-228.  MS-63.  The  obverse  has  olive  toning.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  partially  brilliant  with  a  spot  beneath  CE  in  CENT. 

Weight:  70.6  grains;  Diameter:  0.751  inches;  Die  alignment:  180°. 

In  1957  the  Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  listed  this  variety  among 
regular  Indian  cent  issues.  The  presendy  offered  variety  is  one  of  very  few  pat¬ 
terns  made  in  “business  strike”  format,  with  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  instead  of 
mirror  Proof  fields.  Another  very  popular  addition  to  an  Indian  cent  set,  a 
great  attraction. 


Scarce  1869  Liberty  Head  50 


405  1869  pattern  five-cent  piece.  Obverse  with  Liberty  Head  facing 

left.  Reverse  with  Roman  numeral  V  in  a  laurel  wreath.  Nickel. 
Plain  edge.  P-763,  J-684.  Rarity-5.  Net  Proof-63,  but  actually  Proof- 
65,  with  some  scarcely  noticeable  pin  scratches  on  Miss  Liberty’s 
cheek.  Pale  golden  gray  surfaces  with  nicely  reflective  fields. 

Weight:  75.3  grains;  Diameter:  0.854  inches;  Die  alignment:  180°. 


Scarce  1864  Aluminum-Bronze  10 


402  1864  pattern  cent.  Regular-issue  dies  without  L  on  ribbon.  Alu¬ 

minum  bronze;  Plain  edge.  P-425,  J-353  to  355  (type  of).  Rarity-5. 
Proof-63.  Brassy  surfaces  with  blushes  of  olive  and  lilac  irides¬ 
cence.  A  rare  issue  among  patterns  of  this  era. 

Weight:  38.6  grains;  Diameter:  0.753  inches;  Die  alignment:  170°. 


403  1864  pattern  cent.  Regular-issue  dies  without  L  on  ribbon.  Cop¬ 

per  or  bronze  (thick  planchet).  Plain  edge.  P-427,  J-356a.  Rarity-6 
to  7.  Proof-61.  Sharply  struck  with  virtually  all  design  features  de¬ 
fined  to  full  advantage.  Chocolate  brown  surfaces  with  pink  and 
blue  iridescent  highlights. 

Weight:  62.4  grains;  Diameter:  0.751  inches;  Die  alignment:  170°. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

404  1865  pattern  three-cent  piece.  Regular-issue  dies.  Copper.  Plain 

edge.  P-484,  J-413.  Rarity-6  to  7.  Proof-63  BN  (PCGS).  Mottled 
pink,  violet,  and  orange  toning.  Close  examination  reveals  a  few 
tiny  spots. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 


Rare  Sailor  Head  200 


Exceedingly  Rare 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

406  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Sailor  Head  type  obverse,  Shield  re¬ 

verse.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  P-1536,  J-1393.  Rarity-7.  Proof-65  BN 
(NGC).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  iridescent  pink,  blue,  and 
violet.  Exceedingly  popular  as  a  distinctive  type,  the  Sailor  Head,  by 
William  Barber,  in  combination  with  the  spade-shaped  shield  and 
denomination  on  the  reverse,  makes  the  present  piece  quite  an  at¬ 
traction.  Further,  20-cent  patterns  of  any  variety  are  elusive. 

Die  alignment:  190°. 


Liberty  by  the  Seashore  200 

Exceedingly  Rare 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

407  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  on  obverse, 

1/5  OF  A  DOLLAR  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Copper.  Plain 
edge.  P-1540,  J- 1397.  Rarity-7.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  inter¬ 
mingled  golden  brown  and  blue  with  some  hints  of  faded  red. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 

Popular  obverse  motif  with  Miss  l.iberty  at  the  seashore,  reminiscent  of 
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trade  dollar  patterns.  However,  trade  dollars  had  a  reason  for  having  the 
ocean  to  the  left  of  the  coin,  as  this  represented  the  direction  of  China,  a  coun- 
trv  which  would  be  the  destination  of  many  trade  dollars.  The  use  of  the  nauti¬ 
cal  motif  on  the  20-cent  piece  is  not  explained. 

Moreover,  this  issue  repeats  an  interesting  error  in  which  the  wind  is  blow¬ 
ing  the  ship's  sails  in  one  direction  and  the  smoke  from  the  smokestack  in  an¬ 
other  direction— a  physical  impossibility. 


Attractive  1875  200  Pattern 

Another  Notable  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


408  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  on  obverse, 

Perched  Eagle  motif  on  reverse.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  P-1543, 
J-1400.  Rarity-7.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  surfaces 
with  vivid  pink,  blue,  and  violet  iridescent  highlights.  Virtually  all 
design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Another  notable 
rarity,  another  example  of  the  very  elusive  20-cent  denomination. 
The  present  offering  is  indeed  remarkable  in  the  multiple  pieces 
offered. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 


Superb  1875  Pattern  200 


Gem  Proof  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


409  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  on  obverse, 

20  CENTS  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Silver.  Plain  edge.  P-1546, 
J-1403.  Rarity-6.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Vivid  intermingled  blue,  violet, 
and  gold  iridescence  enhances  both  surfaces.  All  design  features 
are  boldly  and  deeply  defined.  A  splendid  gem  Proof  specimen  of 
this  elusive  issue.  While  Andrew  W.  Pollock,  III,  designates  this  as 
Rarity-6,  at  the  Proof-65  level  it  emerges  as  at  least  high  Rarity-7,  as 
most  are  in  significantly  lower  grades.  Still  another  opportunity  to 
acquire  a  scarce  pattern  of  this  denomination. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 


]  K, 


1875  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  200 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


410  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  on  obverse, 

20  CENTS  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  P-1547, 
J-1404.  Rarity-6  to  7.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  50%  mint  red 
with  blushes  of  appealing  blue  and  violet.  The  frosty  devices  nicely 
complement  the  mirror  fields.  Another  example  of  the  foregoing 
design,  this  in  copper  as  noted.  Exceedingly  rare,  even  more  so  in 
the  preservation  here  offered. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 


Rare  Aluminum  1875  200 

Gem  Proof  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


411  1875  pattern  20-cent  piece.  Liberty  by  the  Seashore  on  obverse, 

20  CENTS  within  wreath  on  reverse.  Aluminum.  Plain  edge. 
P-1548,  J-1405.  Rarity-7.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices 
contrast  boldly  with  the  mirror  fields.  Essentially  brilliant  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  faint  misting  of  pearl  gray  iridescence.  Yet  another 
example  of  this  design  combination,  the  present  piece  being 
struck  in  aluminum  and  of  even  greater  rarity  than  the  preceding 
two  pieces.  The  final  opportunity  in  the  present  sale  to  acquire  a 
pattern  20-cent  piece  that  is  at  once  an  elusive  denomination  and 
a  rare  variety. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 
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Rare  Copper  “Standard  Silver”  250 


412  1870  pattern  quarter  dollar.  Obverse  with  a  capped  Liberty  head 

facing  right,  reverse  with  the  denomination  25  CENTS  in  a 
wreath  of  laurel  and  oak  foliage.  Copper.  Plain  edge.  P-997, 
J-909.  Rarity-7.  Proof-63  RB  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with 
of  delicate  tan  and  violet. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 

This  extremely  rare  die  variety,  made  to  play  to  the  numismatic  market  and 
to  line  the  pockets  of  Mint  officials,  is  sufficiendy  rare  that  R.  Coulton  Davis, 
pioneer  delineator  of  the  pattern  series,  was  not  aware  of  its  existence  in  the 
1880s. 


Important  1878  Morgan  $1  Pattern 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
“Prototype”  of  the  Regular  Design 


413  1878  pattern  dollar.  Morgan  design  prototype.  Silver.  Reeded 

edge.  P-1725,  J-1550a.  Rarity-6  to  7.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold  and  lilac-gray  iridescence  with  wisps  of  electric  blue 
at  the  borders.  The  obverse  shows  bold  cameo  contrast. 

Walter  Breen  has  called  this  the  “prototype”  design  as  it  closely 
approximates  the  finished  product  made  for  circulation,  save  for 
some  differences  in  positioning  of  the  obverse  neck  truncation 
and,  most  noticeably,  the  treatment  of  the  reverse,  particularly  the 
use  of  just  three  olive  leaves  at  the  end  of  the  branch.  The  present 
coin,  combining  historical  significance,  beauty,  superb  quality,  and 
rarity,  will  no  doubt  be  a  showpiece  in  the  cabinet  of  its  next 
owner.  Here  is  a  piece  that  is  equally  appealing  to  the  pattern  spe¬ 
cialist  and'the  advanced  collector  of  Morgan  silver  dollars. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 


Blazing  1875  Copper  $5 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

414  1875  pattern  half  eagle.  Regular-issue  dies.  Copper.  Reeded 

edge.  P-1585,  J-1441.  Rarity-7.  Proof-64  RD  (NGC).  Almost  fully 
brilliant  with  a  blush  of  pleasing  violet  on  the  obverse.  Close  ex¬ 
amination  reveals  a  few  trivial  spots  and  flecks. 

This  variety  is  another  incarnation  of  the  so-called  “Sailor  Head” 
by  William  Barber.  The  reverse  is  stylistically  similar  to  the  20-cent 
piece  and  trade  dollar.  Whether  any  change  was  contemplated  in 
the  half  eagle  denomination,  or  whether  this  was  simply  made  up 
for  the  numismatic  trade,  is  not  known.  In  any  event,  a  rarity  was 
created,  and  today  the  issue  is  highly  collectible  and  very  desirable. 

Die  alignment:  180°. 

Rare  Copper  “Sailor  Head”  $10 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

415  1875  pattern  eagle.  Sailor  Head  obverse,  Perched  Eagle  reverse. 

Copper.  Reeded  edge.  P-1588,  J- 1 444.  Rarity-6.  Proof-65  RR 

(PCGS).  Intermingled  orange-gold  and  sea  green  with  some 
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splashes  ot  blue  and  violet.  Virtually  all  design  features  are  boldly 
and  deeply  defined  including  the  obverse  stars  and  the  eagle’s 
plumage. 

The  present  piece  is  the  $10  equivalent  of  the  preceding  lot,  em¬ 
ploying  William  Barber's  “Sailor  Head”  obverse  with  a  reverse 
somewhat  similar  to  that  found  on  the  20-cent  piece  and  trade  dol¬ 
lar.  A  rarity  by  any  standard,  the  present  piece  is  additionally  desir¬ 
able  for  its  superb  quality  and  appearance. 

Die  alignment:  185°. 


Magnificent  1875  Aluminum  $20 

Exceedingly  Rare 
Gem  Proof 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

416  1875  pattern  double  eagle.  Regular-issue  dies.  Aluminum. 

Reeded  edge.  P-1595,  J-1449.  Rarity-7.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Fully  bril¬ 
liant  with  pronounced  cameo  contrast  on  both  surfaces.  Most  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharply  defined  save  for  two  or  three  obverse 
stars.  A  tiny  lamination  flaw  is  noted  by  the  seventh  star. 

This  issue  is  exceedingly  rare,  and  only  two  or  three  pieces  have 
been  recorded,  possibly  including  duplication  of  the  same  speci¬ 
mens.  Not  only  is  this  double  eagle  rare  as  a  denomination,  but  the 
year  1875  is  particularly  important  in  the  annals  of  gold  coins,  as 
in  the  regular  series  there  are  a  number  of  rarities. 

No  doubt  this  splendid  gem  Proof  aluminum  $20  will  be  a  high¬ 
light  of  any  pattern  specialist’s  collection.  Alternatively,  we  could 
readily  imagine  what  a  showpiece  this  would  be  as  an  addition  to  a 
set  of  regular  $20  pieces— it  will  be  widely  admired  and  discussed 
whenever  it  is  shown. 

Dir  alignment:  180°. 


Proof  Sets 

(Listed  as  individual  coins  and  as  complete  sets.) 


1875  Proof  Set 

The  first  set  offered,  the  1875,  is  consigned  by  a  numismatic 
connoisseur  who  has  carefully  preserved  these  coins  for  many 
years. 


Gem  Proof  1875  Cent 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

417  1875  cent.  Proof-65  RD  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  fully  brilliant;  the 

reverse  exhibits  just  a  hint  of  natural  iridescence.  Most  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  sharp  save  for  the  tips  of  a  few  feathers  in  Miss  Liberty’s 
headdress. 

NGC  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  424  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  417  through  424  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  425.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  417  through  424  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

418  1875  three-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Warm  golden  gray  irides¬ 

cence  enhances  both  surfaces. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 


419  1875  nickel.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Blushes  of  pale  champagne  and  gray 

iridescence  complement  the  frosty  design  elements  and  reflective 
fields. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 
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Superb  Gem  Proof  1875  100 


Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 


420  1875  dime.  Proof-68  (NGC).  Warmly  and  attractively  toned  in  inter¬ 

mingled  blue  and  violet.  The  frosty  devices  contrast  nicely  with  the 
reflective  fields.  The  importance  of  this  and  other  pieces  cannot  be 
overemphasized.  Where  can  another  of  this  quality  be  found? 

NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 


Memorable  Gem  1875  200 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

421  1875  20-cent  piece.  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  sharp  frosty  design  ele¬ 

ments  contrast  boldly  with  the  mirror  fields.  Mostly  electric  blue 
surfaces  with  blushes  of  gold  and  violet  on  the  obverse.  Important 
as  the  first  year  of  issue  of  the  20-cent  denomination,  and  also  as  a 
coin  of  extraordinary  quality.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  prime  numismatic 
attraction,  a  piece  that  should  draw  enthusiastic  bidding. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 


Magnificent  1875  Quarter 

Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

422  1875  quarter  dollar.  Proof-67  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at 

the  center  with  concentric  bands  of  violet  and  blue  peripherally. 
The  reverse  is  mostly  blue  with  blushes  of  violet  and  pale  gold. 
NGC  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 


dt'F  BO!* 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


Superlative  1875  Half  Dollar 

423  1875  half  dollar.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Partially 

brilliant  with  intermingled  pastel  gold,  blue, 
and  violet  on  both  surfaces.  Almost  all  de¬ 
sign  features  are  sharp  including  the  ob¬ 
verse  stars  and  eagle’s  feathers. 

NGC  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  4 1 7  through  424  will  be  sold 
on  a  provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot  417. 
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Landmark  1875  Trade  $1 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


424  1875  trade  dollar.  Type  I/II.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Vivid  intermingled 

blue-green,  violet,  and  gold  toning  with  some  hints  of  mint  bril¬ 
liance.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

While  all  of  the  Proof  coins  in  this  section  of  our  catalogue  are 
notable,  we  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  trade  dollar,  a 
large  and  heavy  denomination  that  is  more  susceptible  to  handling 
marks  than  the  smaller  pieces.  The  connoisseur  in  the  trade  dollar 
series— and  their  numbers  are  growing— will  recognize  this  as  a 
piece  which  should  be  acquired  at  almost  any  cost.  Well,  almost. 

NGC  Population:  3;  1  finer  (Proof-67). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  417  through  424  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  417. 


Outstanding  1875  Proof  Set 

425  1875  Proof  set.  1875  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the 

trade  dollar  as  individually  described  it  Lots  417  through  424  above. 

At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  Lots  417  through 
424  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the 
opening  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  425.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  ex¬ 
ceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  8  pieces) 


Outstanding  early 
20th-Century  Proof  Sets 

We  are  pleased  to  offer  in  the  following  lots  a  superb 
selection  of  early  20th-century  Proof  sets.  These  were  acquired 
from  the  Mint  at  the  time  of  issue  and  remained  in  the  same 
family  until  consigned  to  the  present  sale.  What  is  remarkable 
about  these  sets  is  the  care  with  which  they  were  preserved 
throughout  the  decades  subsequent  to  issue.  As  can  be  seen 
from  the  PCGS  Population  information  referred  to  below, 
many  of  these  pieces  rank  among  the  finest  certified,  and  in 
some  cases  may  actually  be  the  finest  extant! 

Coin  collecting  in  the  early  20th  century  was  generally  a 
casual  pursuit  with  few  collectors  taking  the  trouble  to  properly 
store  their  pieces  with  a  view  to  keeping  them  in  pristine 
condition.  Over  the  years  many  numismatists  could  not  resist 
the  temptation  to  clean,  dip,  or  otherwise  make  “improve¬ 
ments  to  their  Proofs,  and  accordingly  comparatively  few 
survivors  of  the  era  closely  approach  perfection.  The  pieces 
offered  below  are  exceptions  to  this  scenario,  and  accordingly 
should  command  the  attention  of  all  numismatists  who  appre- 
ciate  outstanding  quality. 


426  1901  cent.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  glittering,  fully  brilliant  gem 
having  sharp  satiny  devices  and  blazing  mirror  fields. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  13;  5  finer  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  431  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  426  through  431  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  432.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  426  through  431  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

427  1901  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  pale  pink,  gold, 
and  lilac  iridescence.  The  satiny  devices  nicely  complement  the 
mirror  fields. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  426. 

Exceptional  1901  Dime 


428  1901  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Virtually  flawless  surfaces  exhibit 

vivid  gold,  pink,  and  blue  iridescence.  Almost  all  design  features 
are  boldly  and  deeply  defined. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  426. 


Outstanding  1901  250 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

429  1901  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  wisps  and 

blushes  of  exquisite  gold,  blue,  pink,  and  violet.  The  obverse,  in 
particular  shows  pronounced  cameo  contrast.  We  could  go  on  and 
on  about  the  quality  of  the  early  Proof  sets  in  this  section  of  the 
catalogue,  but  the  quality  of  the  coins  indeed  speaks  in  each  in¬ 
stance.  Here  is  an  offering  that  may  not  be  repeated  for  a  long 
time. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  426. 
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Virtually  Perfect  1901  50£ 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

430  1901  half  dollar.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Mottled  gold,  blue,  and  violet 

toning  enhances  the  frosty  devices  and  satiny  blazing  mirror  fields. 
Virtually  flawless  surfaces. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  426. 


Classic  1901  Dollar  Rarity 

Superb  Gem  Proof 


431  1901  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  central  areas  are  brilliant 

changing  to  pink,  violet,  and  blue  peripherally.  Virtually  all  design 
features  are  defined  to  full  advantage  save  for  a  few  strands  of  hair 
above  Miss  Liberty’s  ear. 

A  superb  Proof  example  of  one  of  the  key  issues  in  the  Morgan 
dollar  series,  combining  great  rarity  at  this  grade  level  with  the 
magnetic  attraction  of  the  1901  being  virtually  unobtainable  in 
high  Mint  State  format,  thereby  placing  significant  extra  demand 
on  the  few  remaining  Proofs.  Here,  indeed,  is  a  coin  that  will  be 
exciting  to  even  ihe  most  experienced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  426  through  431  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  426. 


Superb  1901  Proof  Set 

432  1901  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  silver  dollar 

as  individually  described  in  lots  426  through  431  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  426  through  431 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  432.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


433  1902  cent.  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny  design 
elements  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Hints  of  pink  iridescence  can 
be  seen  on  both  surfaces. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  438  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  433  through  438  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  439.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  433  through  438  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

434  1902  nickel.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces.  A  small 
toning  spot  is  noted  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  mouth. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  433. 

Extraordinary  1902  Dime 


435  1902  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  is 

mostly  brilliant  with  vivid  gold,  blue,  and  violet  at  the  rims.  The 
reverse  exhibits  warm  blue  and  violet  toning. 

It  should  be  recalled  that  the  Proof  mintages  of  silver  and  copper 
coins  in  the  early  20th  century  are  quite  low  in  comparison  to  the 
production  figures  a  couple  of  decades  earlier. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  433. 


Maximum  Expenditure  Option 

Take  advantage  of  our  “Maximum  Expenditure"  op¬ 
tion  listed  under  our  Terms  of  Sale.  In  this  way,  you  can 
bid  on  up  to  eight  times  the  amount  you  actually  wish  to 
spend,  and  we  will  keep  track  of  your  bidding  until  that 
amount  is  reached.  For  example,  if  you  wish  to  spend 
$5,000,  you  can  bid  on  up  to  $40,000  worth  of  coins!  Try 
our  “Maximum  Expenditure"  option.  It  has  worked  for 
others,  and  it  will  work  for  you. 
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Outstanding  1902  Quarter 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

436  1902  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  The  obverse  is  mostly 

brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet  at  the  peripheries.  The  reverse 
had  violet  toning  at  the  center  changing  to  blue  at  the  borders. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  433. 


Superlative  1902  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

437  1902  half  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Both  surfaces  are  warmly  and 

attractively  toned  in  blue  and  maroon.  Most  design  features  are  as 
sharp  as  could  be  desired.  Not  even  the  greatest  collections  ever 


auctioned  in  the  past  were  apt  to  have  a  specimen  of  this  quality. 
From  beginning  to  end,  the  present  offering  is  indeed  incredible. 
PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  433. 


Fantastic  Gem 


1902  Proof  $1 


438  1902  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  devices  are  sharp  and  satiny, 

and  the  fields  are  glittering  mirrors.  Delightful  intermingled  blue 
and  violet  toning  enhances  both  surfaces.  A  fantastic  gem  speci¬ 
men,  a  great  American  classic. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  433  through  438  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  433. 


Important  1902  Proof  Set 

439  1902  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  silver  dollar 

as  individually  described  in  lots  433  through  438  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  433  through  438 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  439.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


Superb  1903  Cent 


440  1903  cent.  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  superlative  gem  example.  The 

obverse  is  essentially  brilliant  with  hints  of  pink  and  lilac.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  blazing  orange-gold. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  7;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  445  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  440  through  445  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  446.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  440  through  445  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 


441  1903  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  satiny  surfaces  nicely  comple¬ 

ment  the  frosty  devices.  The  obverse  has  delightful  pale  gold  ton¬ 
ing.  The  reverse  is  brilliant. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Iait  440. 
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Outstanding  1903  Dime 


442  1903  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  almost  all  design 

features  defined  to  full  advantage.  The  obverse  is  partially  brilliant 
with  blushes  of  rosy  gold.  The  reverse  exhibits  intermingled  blue 
and  violet  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  440. 


Extraordinary  1903  Quarter 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

443  1903  quarter.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  specimen  having 

virtually  flawless  surfaces  and  exhibiting  intermingled  blue  and 
violet  toning.  The  fields  are  blazing  mirrors  and  the  devices  have  a 
texture  intermediate  between  satiny  and  frosty. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  440. 


Exceptional  1903  Half  Dollar 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

444  1903  half  dollar.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Vivid  intermingled  blue,  vio¬ 

let,  and  gold  toning  with  some  splashes  of  mint  brilliance. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  440. 


Splendid  1903  Dollar 

445  1903  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS). 

Mottled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  ton¬ 
ing  with  some  areas  of  mint  bril¬ 
liance  visible.  Almost  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  show  bold  and  deep  detail 
definition. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  440  through  445 
will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Lot  440. 


(photo  enlarged  to  tunce  actual  size) 
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Remarkable  1903  Proof  Set 

446  1903  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  silver  dollar 

as  individually  described  in  lots  440  through  445  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  440  through  445 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  446.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  6  pieces) 


447  1905  cent.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  brilliant  gem  example. 
Close  examination  reveals  a  tiny  spot  by  the  E  in  CENT. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  9;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RD). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  447  through  451  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  451  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  447  through  451  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  452.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  447  through  451  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

448  1905  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  reverse  exhibits  intermingled 
champagne  and  lilac  iridescence.  The  reverse  displays  delicate 
gold  toning. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  447  through  451  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  447. 

Superb  Gem  1905  Dime 


Impressive  1905  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

450  1905  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  at  the  centers 

with  wisps  of  blue  and  gray  at  the  rims.  The  reverse,  in  particular, 
exhibits  considerable  cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  447  through  451  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  447. 


449  1905  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and  blue  en¬ 

hances  the  obverse.  The  reverse  displays  delicate  gold  iridescence. 
PCGS  Population:  9;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  447  through  451  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  447. 


Blazing  1905  Half  Dollar 

451  1905  half  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Inter¬ 

mingled  blue,  gold,  and  violet  toning  with  an 
area  of  mint  brilliance  visible  on  the  reverse. 
The  sharp,  satiny  devices  nicely  complement 
the  blazing  mirror  fields. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  447  through  451  will  be  sold  on 
a  provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot  447. 


BOWERS  AND  MERENA 


124 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Premium  1905  Proof  Set 

452  1905  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  447  through  451  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  447  through  451 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  452.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


453  1906  cent.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  About  50%  mint  red  with 
splashes  and  blushes  of  tan  and  blue. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  453  through  457  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  457  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  453  through  457  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  458.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  453  through  457  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

454  1906  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  An  exquisite  example  exhibiting 
intermingled  lemon  yellow  and  olive  iridescence. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  453  through  457  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  453. 


Incredible  Gem  1906  Dime 

Tied  For  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

455  1906  dime.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center 

with  blue,  gold,  and  violet  peripherally.  The  reverse  is  electric  blue. 
PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  453  through  457  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  453. 


Superlative  1906  Quarter 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

456  1906  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Pleasing  blue  and  violet  irides¬ 

cence  ornament  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center 
with  blue  and  gold  peripherally.  The  eagle  motif  is  remarkably 
frosty  on  this  example. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  453  through  457  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  453. 


Important  1906  Half  Dollar 

457  1906  half  dollar.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Vivid 

intermingled  blue,  violet,  and  gold  ton¬ 
ing  enhances  both  surfaces.  The  reverse 
is  brilliant  at  the  center.  The  contempla¬ 
tion  of  this  run  of  Proof  coins  staggers 
the  imagination  and  boggles  the  mind, 
to  use  popular  parlance.  Many  years  may 
go  by  before  an  equivalent  group  of 
early  sets  is  presented  for  auction  com¬ 
petition. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  453  through  457  will  be 
sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as  described  in  Lot 
453. 
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Desirable  1906  Proof  Set 

458  1906  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  453  through  457  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  453  through  457 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  458.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Landmark  Proof  1907  Cent 

Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


459  1907  cent.  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  brilliant  gem  having 

sharp  satiny  devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  It  is  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  1907  Proof  cent  has  the  lowest  mintage  of  any  In¬ 
dian  cent  Proof  in  the  later  series.  Where  else  can  you  possibly 
find  another  to  compete  with  this  example? 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  1;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  459  through  463  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  463  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  459  through  463  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  464.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  459  through  463  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 


460  1907  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  pale  gold.  The  re¬ 
verse  displays  faint  blue  and  lilac  iridescence.  A  tiny  planchet  lami¬ 
nation  flake  is  noted  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  eyebrow.  The  low  mint¬ 
age  of  this  issue— the  smallest  figure  of  the  era— adds  desirability  to 
this  splendid  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  459  through  463  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  459. 

461  1907  dime.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  blue  and  gold  iridescence 
on  partially  brilliant  surfaces.  Some  faint  planchet  striations  can  be 
seen  on  Miss  Liberty’s  face  and  neck. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  459  through  463  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  459. 


1 26 


Exceptional  1907  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

462  1907  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  blushes  and 

splashes  of  gold  and  blue.  Both  surfaces  exhibit  considerable 
cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  2  finer  (Proof-68  finest). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  459  through  463  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  459. 


Outstanding  1907  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

463  1907  half  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Mottled  navy  blue  and  golden 

brown  toning.  Magnification  reveals  a  faint  line  crossing  Miss 
Liberty’s  neck. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  459  through  463  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  la>l  459. 
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High-Quality  1907  Proof  Set 

464  1907  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  459  through  463  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  459  through  463 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  464.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


465  1908  cent.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  fully  brilliant.  The 
reverse  exhibits  a  nuance  of  olive-gold.  Boldly  and  deeply  struck. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  7;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  465  through  469  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  469  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  465  through  469  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  470.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  465  through  469  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

466  1908  nickel.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
a  hint  of  golden  gray  on  the  high  points.  The  reverse  displays 
pleasing  champagne  toning. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  465  through  469  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  465. 


Superlative  1908  Quarter 


•  ( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

468  1908  quarter.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Partially  brilliant  with  mottled 

gold,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  465  through  469  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  465. 


Superb  1908  Dime 


467  1908  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 

blushes  of  golden  brown  and  tinges  of  electric  blue.  The  reverse 
exhibits  warm  intermingled  blue,  violet,  and  gold  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  465  through  469  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  465. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Expertise! 

When  you  consign  your  coins  and  paper  money  to 
Bowers  and  Merena,  it  will  be  catalogued  by  such  well- 
known  numismatic  experts  as  Q.  David  Bowers,  Mark 
Borckardt,  Raymond  N.  Merena,  and  Andrew  W.  Pol¬ 
lock  III,  backed  up  by  full  in-house  facilities,  including 
our  Graphics  and  Photography  Departments,  and  oth¬ 
ers.  The  result  is  a  beautiful  and  authoritative  catalogue 
which  will  highlight  your  numismatic  material  to  its  best 
advantage.  Did  you  know  that  our  catalogues  have  won 
more  “Catalogue  of  the  Year  Award”  honors  (given  by 
the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild)  than  have  ALL  of  our 
competitors’  combined?  There  must  be  a  reason! 


Stunning  1908  Half  Dollar 


469  1908  half  dollar.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  intermingled 

blue  and  violet  toning.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center,  chang¬ 
ing  to  blue  and  violet  peripherally. 

In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  resurgence  of  interest  in  Barber  coins,  the 
dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar  denominations.  Our  recent  offering  of  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  attracted  much  attention  and,  if  anything,  helped  focus 
more  interest  on  the  series.  While  business  strike  Barber  coins  were  often 
made  in  large  quantities  and  while  Proofs  were  distributed  to  collectors  by  the 
hundreds  (but  were  made  in  much  smaller  quantities  than  business  strikes), 
today  there  are  relatively  few  pieces  on  the  market  combining  high  numerical 
grade  with  high  quality.  It  is  probably  the  case  that  one  could  spend  several 
years  in  an  endeavor  to  collect  one  of  each  Proof  Barber  dime,  quarter  dollar, 
and  half  dollar  of  the  years  1892  through  1915,  and  still  come  up  short  of  the 
mark.  Of  course,  if  quality  is  not  a  consideration,  such  a  set  could  be  put  to¬ 
gether  much  more  quickly. 

The  point  is  that  the  present  offering  of  superb  gem  Proof  coins  is  an  espe¬ 
cially  important  opportunity  for  anyone  engaged  in  such  a  pursuit.  \\  hile  indi¬ 
vidual  competition  for  each  coin  is  encouraged  and  will  take  place,  anyone 
collecting  Barber  coins  across  the  denominations  might  also  consider  bidding 
on  entire  sets,  as  each  set  contains  three  such  pieces. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  465  through  469  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  465. 
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Exceptional  1908  Proof  Set 

470  1908  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  465  through  469  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  465  through  469 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  470.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


471  1909  Indian  cent.  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  The  sharp  satiny  devices 
nicely  complement  the  blazing  mirror  fields.  Both  surfaces  are 
mostly  brilliant  with  hints  of  natural  iridescence.  Last  year  of  the 
Indian  cent  series.  The  purchaser  of  this  set  acquired  it  early  in  the 
year,  before  the  Lincoln  cent  became  a  reality,  and  thus  the  cent  is 
of  the  Indian  design. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  12;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  471  through  475  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  475  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  471  through  475  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  476.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  471  through  475  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

472  1909  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  exhibiting  delicate 
intermingled  gold  and  lilac  iridescence.  Virtually  all  design  fea¬ 
tures  are  boldly  and  deeply  defined. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  471  through  475  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  471. 


Blazing  1909  Dime 


473  1909  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  warmly  toned  in  in¬ 

termingled  blue  and  violet.  The  reverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 
splashes  of  gold. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  1  finer  (Proof-68). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  471  through  475  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  471. 

Impressive  1909  Quarter 


474  1909  quarter.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Warm  blue  and  violet  toning  en¬ 

hances  the  obverse.  The  reverse  exhibits  intermingled  blue,  violet, 
and  gold  iridescence. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  471  through  475  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  lot  471. 


Exquisite  1909  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

475  1909  half  dollar.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  A  stunning  gem  having  virtu¬ 

ally  flawless  surfaces.  Toned  in  mottled  gold,  blue,  and  violet.  The 
reverse  shows  considerable  cameo  contrast. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  471  through  475  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  471. 


Extraordinary  1909  Proof  Set 

476  1909  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  (which  is  of  the  Indian 

type)  through  the  half  dollar  as  individually  described  in  lots  471 
through  475  above.  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional 
awards  for  lots  471  through  475  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added, 
and  that  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot 
476.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be 
canceled  and  the  coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on 
the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


477 


Remarkable  Proof  1910  Cent 


m  ONE 

f  CENT 


1910  cent.  Matte  Proof-66  RI)  (PCGS).  Blazing  satim  surfaces 
with  sharp  devices  and  steeply  basined  fields.  Magnification  re- 
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veals  a  few  trivial  flecks.  Possibly  even  more  so  than  the  early  or 
mirror  style  Proofs,  Matte  Proofs  are  very  difficult  to  find  at  this 
grade  level. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  10;  1  finer  (Proof-67  RD). 

Each  of  the  lots  from  477  through  481  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  481  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  477  through  481  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  482.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  477  through  481  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

478  1910  nickel.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  pastel  orange-gold,  lilac, 

and  lemon  yellow  iridescence  complements  the  satiny  devices  and 
deep  mirror  fields. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  477  through  481  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  477. 


Magnificent  1910  Dime 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

479  1910  dime.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  electric  blue 

with  splashes  of  violet.  The  reverse  has  pale  champagne  toning  at 
the  center  changing  to  gold,  violet,  and  blue  at  the  rim. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  477  through  481  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  477. 


Memorable  1910  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

480  1910  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant 

with  splashes  of  navy  blue  and  golden  brown.  The  reverse  exhibits 
intermingled  gold,  blue,  and  violet  toning.  Both  surfaces  show 
pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  477  through  481  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  477. 


Splendid  1910  Half  Dollar 


481  1910  half  dollar.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Both  surfaces  exhibit  inter¬ 

mingled  blue,  gray,  and  lilac  toning.  The  central  portion  of  the  re¬ 
verse  is  brilliant.  The  eagle  motif  is  quite  frosty  on  this  example. 
Proof  half  dollars  of  1910  are  in  special  demand  as  the  related 
business  strike  is  a  key  date  and  seldom  seen  in  Mint  State,  thus 
placing  extra  pressure  on  the  remaining  Proofs. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  477  through  481  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  477. 


Gem-Quality  1910  Proof  Set 

482  1910  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  477  through  481  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  477  through  481 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  482.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


483  1911  cent.  Matte  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  about  50% 
red  with  blushes  of  tan  and  blue.  The  reverse  is  mostly  chocolate 
brown  with  tinges  of  fiery  mint  brilliance.  Quality  such  as  this  is 
seldom  seen. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  483  through  487  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  487  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  483  through  487  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  488.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  483  through  487  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 

484  1911  nickel.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Vivid  rainbow  toning,  orange-gold 
and  sea  green  predominating. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  483  through  487  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  483. 


Lovely  1911  Dime 


485  1911  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Nice  cameo  contrast.  Pale  cham¬ 

pagne  iridescence  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  deepens  to  gold  at 
the  rim.  The  reverse  exhibits  vivid  blue  and  violet  toning. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  483  through  487  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  483. 
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Superb  1911  Quarter 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

486  1911  quarter.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Vivid  electric  blue  toning,  with 

splashes  of  violet.  Both  surfaces  show  pronounced  cameo  contrast. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  483  through  487  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  483. 


Magnificent  1911  Half  Dollar 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

487  1911  half  dollar.  Proof-68  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  surfaces  with  vivid 

blue,  gold,  and  violet  highlights. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

E-tf  h  of  the  lots  from  483  through  487  will  he  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  I>ot  483. 


Splendid  1911  Proof  Set 

488  1911  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  483  through  487  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  483  through  487 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  488.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Spectacular  1913  Cent 


489  1913  cent.  Matte  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  A  blazing  satiny  gem  hav¬ 

ing  brilliant  surfaces,  sharp  devices,  and  steeply  basined  fields. 
Magnification  reveals  a  few  trivial  flecks.  As  noted  below,  this  is 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence. 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  3;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  489  through  493  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  493  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  489  through  493  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  494.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  489  through  493  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 


Delightful  1913  Type  II  50 


490  1913  Buffalo  nickel.  Type  II.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  devices 

are  sharp  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  The  obverse  exhibits  pale  violet 
iridescence.  The  reverse  has  orange-gold  toning.  As  this  set  has 
been  kept  intact  for  over  80  years,  it  is  presumed  that  the  coins 
were  ordered  from  the  Mint  at  a  point  in  1913  when  the  Type  I 
nickel  had  been  discontinued  and  replaced  by  the  Type  II. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  489  through  493  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  489. 


Outstanding  1913  Dime 

Tied  For  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


491  1913  dime.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with 

blushes  of  mottled  sea  green.  The  reverse  is  golden  brown,  blue, 
and  violet. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  489  through  493  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  489. 
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Appealing  1913  Quarter 


492  1913  quarter.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Delightful  intermingled  blue  and 

violet  iridescence  enhances  the  obverse.  The  reverse  has  delicate 
pastel  gold,  blue,  and  violet  toning. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  489  through  493  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  489. 


Pleasing  1913  Half  Dollar 


493  1913  half  dollar.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Intermingled  blue,  gold,  and 

violet  toning  complements  both  surfaces.  The  fields  are  blazing 
mirrors  and  the  devices  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  frosty.  The  half  dollar  of  this  date  is  especially  desirable  as 
related  business  strikes  are  virtually  impossible  to  find  in  Mint 
State. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  489  through  493  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  489. 


Exquisite  1913  Proof  Set 

494  1913  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  489  through  493  above.  (The  nickel 
is  of  the  Type  II  style).  At  this  point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional 
awards  for  lots  489  through  493  will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added, 
and  that  will  constitute  the  opening  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot 
494.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards  will  be 
canceled  and  the  coins  will  be  owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on 
the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Satiny  1914  Cent 

Tied  For  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 


495  1914  cent.  Matte  Proof-68  RD  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  at  the  cen¬ 

ters  with  hints  of  rose  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Virtually  flawless  sur¬ 
faces.  Another  absolutely  incredible  coin! 

PCGS  Population  (RD):  2;  none  finer. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  495  through  499  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis. 
After  Lot  499  is  sold  provisionally,  the  total  for  lots  495  through  499  will  be 
computed,  5%  will  be  added  to  the  total,  and  this  will  constitute  the  opening 
bid  for  Lot  500.  If  the  opening  bid  is  met  or  exceeded,  the  provisional  awards 
for  lots  495  through  499  will  be  canceled.  If  it  is  not  met  or  exceeded,  then  the 
lots  will  be  sold  at  the  provisional  award  prices. 


Memorable  1914  Proof  Nickel 


496  1914  nickel.  Matte  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  with  satiny 

surfaces.  Intermingled  gold  and  gray  toning  complements  both 
the  obverse  and  reverse. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  495  through  499  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  495. 

Blazing  Gem  1914  Dime 

Lowest  Proof  Mintage 


497  1914  dime.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  has  gold  toning  with 

wisps  of  violet  at  the  periphery.  The  reverse  is  slate  gray  with  blue 
and  violet  highlights.  The  mintage  of  silver  Proofs  this  year 
amounted  to  just  425  pieces,  the  smallest  for  any  Barber  dime. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  495  through  499  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  495. 
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Gem  Proof  1914  Quarter 

Lowest  Proof  Mintage 


498  1914  quarter.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Attractive  intermingled  gold,  li¬ 

lac,  and  blue  iridescence.  Both  sides  show  considerable  cameo 
contrast.  Magnification  reveals  a  faint  line  on  Miss  Liberty’s  cheek. 
The  production  figure  is  given  as  just  380  pieces  in  the  Guide  Book, 
the  lowest  in  the  Barber  quarter  series.  (How  this  reconciles  with 
425  pieces  being  made  for  the  1914  dime  is  not  clear.)  A  classic 
from  any  perspective. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  495  through  499  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  495. 


American _ 

Cjoin  Treasures 


Htminii  of nahwg  a  ml  tofomatae  dtvoimh  if 

Fortunes  Lost!  Fortunes  Found! 
Fortunes  Waiting  To  Be  Discovered! 


New  From  Our 
Publications 
Department 

Bowers  and  Merena  is 

PLEASED  TO  PRESENT  Q. 

David  Bowers’  newest 
book,  American  Coin  Trea¬ 
sures  and  Hoards.  This  8- 
1/2  by  11  inch,  deluxe 
hardbound  volume  has 


excitement,  adventure,  mystery,  important  and  interesting 
facts,  beautiful  illustrations,  and  more. 

Each  chapter  offers  a  story  in  itself.  The  fabulous 
Randall  Hoard  of  1816-1820  large  cents  and  the  incompa¬ 
rable  Treasury  Hoard  of  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars 
are  among  the  hundreds  of  entries  ranging  from  sunken 
ships,  long  forgotten  safe  deposit  box  contents,  building 
cornerstones,  pieces  found  hidden  in  walls,  gold  dug  up 
on  plantations,  and  more.  Whenever  possible,  numismatic 
details  are  given  including  dates,  mintmarks,  and  quanti¬ 
ties.  Written  in  an  absorbing  and  entertaining  style,  this 
volume  provides  a  wealth  of  numismatic  information 
never  before  gathered  between  two  covers.  Mike  Hodder 
has  been  a  research  associate  to  the  project,  and  a  fore¬ 
word  is  included  by  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  and  editor  of  A  Guide 
Hook  of  United  States  Coins. 

Orders  have  been  pouring  in.  We  offer  this  fabulous 
book  for  only  $59.95  plus  $5  postage.  Don’t  miss  this 
chance.  To  order  call  toll  free:  800-222-5993  and  ask  for 
Marv  or  Donna. 


Spectacular  1914  Proof  Set 

500  1914  Proof  set  complete  from  the  cent  through  the  half  dollar  as 

individually  described  in  lots  495  through  499  above.  At  this 
point  in  the  sale,  the  provisional  awards  for  lots  495  through  499 
will  be  totaled,  5%  will  be  added,  and  that  will  constitute  the  open¬ 
ing  bid  for  the  current  lot,  Lot  500.  If  this  bid  is  met  or  exceeded, 
the  provisional  awards  will  be  canceled  and  the  coins  will  be 
owned  by  the  successful  bidder  on  the  present  lot.  (Total:  5  pieces) 


Thus  concludes  our  offering  of  early  Proof  sets  obtained 
directly  from  the  Mint,  and  never  before  offered  for  auction 
competition.  It  is  perhaps  fitting  that  the  last  set  is  1914,  which 
at  the  same  time  has  the  smallest  production  figure  of  any 
Proof  set  of  the  20th  century. 
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(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1914  half  dollar.  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Intermingled  blue,  violet,  and 
gold  toning.  The  reverse  shows  considerable  cameo  contrast,  and 
most  design  features  are  as  sharp  as  could  be  desired. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

The  1914  has  long  been  a  landmark  in  the  Barber  half  dollar  series.  In  terms 
of  Proof  mintage,  with  380  pieces  it  has  the  smallest  production  figure  in  the 
series.  Further,  the  related  business  strike  mintage  is  also  the  lowest  in  the  en¬ 
tire  series,  placing  great  demand  and  pressure  upon  Proofs.  The  result  is  a 
coin  that  has  had  great  fame  and  has  always  been  a  prime  attraction  for  enthu¬ 
siasts  of  the  series. 

Each  of  the  lots  from  495  through  499  will  be  sold  on  a  provisional  basis,  as 
described  in  Lot  495. 


Superb  Gem  1914  Half  Dollar 

Key  to  the  Barber  Series 
Proof  Mintage:  380  Pieces 


The  Rarities  Sale 


A  Private  Collection  of  Colonial  Coins 


With  great  pleasure  we  present  for  auction  competition  a 
beautiful  cabinet  of  colonial  and  related  early  American  coins 
gathered  over  a  period  of  time  by  a  private  collector. 

In  recent  times  the  pursuit  of  early  issues  has  encompassed 
an  ever-widening  circle  of  friends,  the  increased  interest  being 
made  possible  by  such  diverse  situations  as  the  formation  (by 
Mike  Hodder)  of  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club,  the 
staging  of  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Society  (from  time  to  time  Early  Ameri¬ 
can  pieces  have  been  featured),  The  Colonial  Newsletter,  (founded 
by  A1  Hoch  in  1960,  continued  for  a  long  span  of  years  by  Jim 
Spilman,  and  recently  transferred  to  the  A.N.S.),  the  popularity 
of  Walter  Breen’s  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins )  which  contains  a  rich  source  of  information  on  the  series 
(all  between  two  covers),  the  certification  of  colonial  coins  by 
the  grading  services  (which,  admittedly,  brings  mixed  reviews 
from  old-timers  in  the  field,  but  which  unquestionably  has 
broadened  the  appeal  of  such  pieces,  especially  to  newcomers 
who  are  not  well  versed),  and  more.  A  focal  point  in  the  study 
of  just  about  every  early  issue  is  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  master 
work,  Early  American  Coins  published  in  1875,  and  one  of  just 
a  few  19th-century  American  numismatic  texts  which  are  still 
useful  in  1997— having  not  been  superceded  by  anything  else. 
Of  course,  many  new  discoveries  have  been  made  since  1875, 
and  errors  have  been  found,  but  the  work  remains  as  substan¬ 
tive  as  ever. 

The  presently-offered  cabinet,  all  from  a  single  owner  and 
consignment  as  noted,  is  remarkable  inasmuch  as  it  contains  a 
beautiful  blend  of  affordable  and  entry-level  pieces  as  well  as 
simply  incredible  rarities.  All  in  all,  the  offering  is  one  that  will 
be  remembered  for  a  long  time. 


1652  Oak  Tree  Shilling 


Noe-1,  Lovely  AU 


1001  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Oak  Tree  shilling.  Noe-1, 

Breen-15.  Rarity-3.  AU.  Sharp,  lustrous,  and  free  of  all  but  the 
most  trivial  of  marks.  Attractive  deep  golden  blue  surfaces.  Slightly 
off-center  on  the  obverse,  affecting  the  tops  of  MASA,  but  with 
much  better  centering  on  the  reverse.  Some  minor  weakness  at  the 
2  in  the  date,  not  unusual  for  this  early  issue.  All  in  all,  a  handsome 
and  very  desirable  specimen. 

Weight:  72.7  grains;  Diameter:  25.6mm  (measured  on  its  horizontal  axis,  as 
are  all  to  follow);  Die  alignment:  180°,  unusual  in  a  series  where  360°  is  the 
norm. 

The  Oak  Tree  style  Massachusetts  silver  coins  are  notably  more  plentiful 
than  either  the  N.E.  or  Willow  Tree  coinages  of  earlier  dates,  but  are  consider¬ 


ably  more  elusive  than  are  pieces  of  the  Pine  Tree  motif.  It  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved  that  Oak  Tree  coinage  commenced  circa  1660  and  continued  to  about 
1667.  From  the  standpoint  of  striking  and  appearance,  the  typical  Oak  Tree 
piece  is  a  large  jump  ahead  of  its  Willow  Tree  antecedent.  In  general,  motif  s 
are  sharply  defined,  and  most  lettering  is  distinct. 


Important  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 
Probable  Condition  Census 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1002  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large 

Planchet.  Noe-1,  Breen-37,  Crosby  12-1.  MS-60.  Sharply  struck. 
On  a  very  broad  flan,  typical  for  Noe-1.  Lustrous  medium  gray  sur¬ 
faces  display  some  pastel  iridescence  in  the  protected  design  areas, 
presenting  a  truly  handsome  specimen  as  such.  A  pleasing,  Uncir¬ 
culated  coin,  one  that  must  surely  fit  in  the  Condition  Census  for 
the  variety.  Some  evidence  of  die  clashing  may  be  seen  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  at  MAS,  and  a  small,  irregular  area  on  the  rim,  as  struck,  is 
seen  there  as  well.  The  fields  between  the  tree  branches  display 
much  original  silver,  and  the  tiny  pellets,  one  on  each  side  of  the 
trunk,  are  plain  and  sharp,  as  are  all  other  design  elements.  From 
the  typically  seen  state  of  the  dies  with  some  minor  cracks  in  and 
among  the  legends,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  Noe-1  bears  per¬ 
haps  the  most  realistic  representation  of  a  pine  tree  in  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  silver  series,  and  is,  consequently,  always  in  demand  for 
type  sets. 

Weight:  75.3  grains;  Diameter:  31.4mm. 

This  lovely  Pine  Tree  shilling  was  illustrated  and  described  in  the  booklet, 
“An  Exhibition  of  the  World’s  Foremost  Collection  of  United  Slates  Coins," 
which  was  distributedjanuary  13-24,  1958,  at  the  State-Planters  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Trust,  Richmond,  Virginia,  where  the  Eliasberg  Collection  was  on 
exhibit.  Similar  booklets,  with  different  cover  imprints,  but  featuring  the  same 
coin,  were  distributed  elsewhere  and  reached  many  viewers. 

This  particular  Pine  Tree  shilling  has  been  viewed  by  tens  of  thousands  of 
collectors  and  other  interested  people,  quite  possibly  even  a  million  or  more 
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(bearing  in  mind  that  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  exhibited  at  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  years  ago,  attracted  over  a  million  and  a  half  visitors).  Certainly, 
well  over  a  million  had  the  opportunity  to  look  at  it. 

The  Pine  Tree  silver  coins  were  produced  in  Boston  circa  1667-1682,  with 
the  large  planchet  shillings  being  the  earlier  issues,  probably  produced  until 
about  1864,  when  the  thicker,  narrower  small  planchet  pieces  replaced  them. 
Among  Early  American  coins,  the  Pine  Tree  shilling  is  certainly  an  object  of 
interest  in  legends  and  lore.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne’s  story  of  the  bride  being 
weighed  on  a  balance  with  Pine  Tree  shillings  on  the  opposite  pan  is,  of 
course,  well  known.  In  the  same  category  is  the  story  that  such  a  coin,  if  bent 
twice,  might  serve  to  ward  off  witches,  which  were  said  to  have  been  prevalent 
in  Salem,  Massachusetts,  and  other  areas  in  the  late  17th  century. 

From  our  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  May  1996,  Lot  7. 

1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 

Small  Planchet 


1003  1652  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Small 
Planchet.  Noe-17,  Breen-53,  for  type.  Rarity-4.  AU.  Variety  with 
widely  repunched  first  A  in  MASATHVSETS,  and  heavy 
repunching  at  other  letters  as  well.  In  the  reverse  denomination,  a 
large  XII  is  punched  over  a  small  XII.  Steel  gray  surfaces  display 
some  lilac  tones.  Well  centered.  A  tiny  edge  clip  is  seen  above  the 
final  S  in  the  obverse  legend. 

Weight:  69.8  grains;  Diameter:  25.5mm. 

Second  major  style  of  the  Pine  Tree  shilling,  struck  beginning  circa  1675 
and  continuing  through  about  1682. 

Lord  Baltimore  Silver  Sixpence  Rarity 

Circa:  1658-59 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1004  Undated  (1658-59)  Lord  Baltimore  sixpence.  Crosby  III,  2, 
Breen-68,  hyphen  before  M  variety.  EF.  Choice  for  the  grade  with 
lustrous  pearl  gray  surfaces.  An  important  coin  in  any  grade,  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  caliber  offered  herein  come  few  and  far  between.  Ob¬ 
verse  shows  moderately  heavy  die  clashing  in  the  legends.  A  trivial 
reverse  mark  shows  at  the  left  side  of  the  shield,  otherwise  nearly 
perfect  overall. 

Weight:  44.3  grains;  Diameter:  21.6mm. 

Fortunately  for  today’s  numismatists,  a  “paper  trail”  of  information  has  sur¬ 
vived  through  the  centuries  regarding  the  coinage  of  Cecil  Calvert  (1609-70), 
Maryland’s  second  Lord  Baltimore.  Cecil’s  father,  George  Calvert  (ca.  1580- 
1632),  first  Lord  Baltimore,  was  a  member  of  the  first  London  Company,  and 
later  founder  of  Avalon,  a  community  in  Newfoundland  established  to  trade 
fish  and  furs  with  England.  For  his  efforts,  Charles  I  granted  Calvert  some  10 
million  arrrs  in  what  would  later  become  Maryland,  making  him  Ix>rd  Propri¬ 


etor.  Upon  his  death  in  1632  his  son,  Cecil  Calvert,  became  the  second  Lord 
Baltimore. 

As  in  the  other  colonies,  the  shortage  of  small  change  for  everyday  com¬ 
merce  was  acutely  felt  in  Maryland.  Barter  for  tobacco,  the  then-current  me¬ 
dium  of  exchange,  was  prevalent.  Indeed,  one  story  has  it  that  Cecil  Calvert 
had  to  pay  soldiers  with  his  own  cattle  to  prevent  a  mutiny  in  1650.  Calvert 
soon  took  things  into  his  own  hands  and  invoked  what  he  believed  to  be  an 
inherited  coinage  right  from  the  original  Virginia  Charter  of  1606.  He  issued 
shilling,  sixpence,  fourpence  (or  “groat”),  and  denarium  denominations,  the 
former  three  denominations  in  silver,  the  last  in  copper.  All  are  considered 
rare,  with  the  majority  of  the  varieties  being  quite  rare. 

A  reading  of  early  documentation  suggests  that  there  was  a  desire  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  native  or  indigenous  mint  in  the  Maryland  colony  in  the  17th  century, 
but  no  record  exists  of  this  having  been  accomplished.  All  known  coins  were 
made  at  the  Tower  Mint,  London. 


Lord  Baltimore  Shilling  Rarity 

Large  Head  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1005  Undated  (1658-59)  Lord  Baltimore  shilling.  Crosby  III,  1,  Breen- 
64,  Large  Head  variety.  EF,  a  few  light  hairlines.  Medium  to  deep 
gray  surfaces  display  some  light  hairlines,  none  of  which  are  objec¬ 
tionable  to  the  unaided  eye.  Typical  reverse  die  state  with  crescent¬ 
like  break  from  shield  to  II  of  the  denomination.  Although  figura¬ 
tively  the  most  “common”  of  the  Maryland  silver  pieces,  the  shil¬ 
lings  are  still  considered  rare,  and  acquisition  of  a  nice  specimen 
such  as  this  marks  a  new  level  of  accomplishment  for  the  serious 
early  American  coinage  specialist. 

Weight:  70.2  grains;  Diameter:  26.2mm. 
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1006  Undated  (1641-42)  St.  Patrick  or  Mark  Newby  “farthing.”  Breen- 
208,  nothing  below  King  variety.  VF.  Brass  splasher  intact  at 
crown,  king’s  face,  and  harp.  Tan  surfaces.  Well  centered.  Ob¬ 
verse:  Harp’s  cincture  points  to  left  underside  of  O,  face  directly 
beneath,  and  as  wide  as,  bottom  of  E,  FLOREAT  .REX:,  plain  field 
below  king,  harp  strings  unclear  due  to  flan  roughness  in  that  area, 
four  pearls  on  each  side  of  crown.  Reverse:  QVIESCAT  PLEBS 
evenly  spaced,  broken  right  foot  of  I  gives  the  appearance  of  J,  leg¬ 
end  separated  by  peak  of  bishop’s  mitre,  which  has  two  peaks,  a 
cross  atop  each.  Metropolitan  cross  points  to  center  of  E,  lower 
back  serif  of  that  letter  missing,  hand  points  to  upright  of  E. 

Weight:  92.5  grains;  Diameter:  25.0mm. 

The  St.  Patrick  issues,  made  in  the  British  Isles,  are  conveniently  denomi¬ 
nated  as  the  farthing  and  halfpenny  by  American  numismatists.  In  actuality, 
they  never  served  as  these  denominations.  The  so-called  halfpenny  denomina¬ 
tion  (see  following  lot)  was  made  legal  tender  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey  at 
one  time.  Whether  or  not  the  farthing  pieces  circulated  on  this  side  of  the  At¬ 
lantic  is  not  known  with  certainty,  but  they  could  have  been  carried  along  in 
the  stream  of  various  imported  copper  issues. 


1007  Undated  (1641-42)  St.  Patrick  or  Mark  Newby  halfpenny.  Breen- 
200,  Vlack  1-A.  Large  Letters  both  sides.  EF.  Splasher  intact. 
Pleasing  medium  tan  surfaces  free  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  marks. 
Obverse:  Harp’s  cincture  points  to  right  side  of  upright  of  L,  head 
centered  between  R  and  E,  .FLOREAT.*. REX.  punctuation,  14 
harp  strings.  Reverse:  Shamrock  centered  below  E  and  C, 
shepherd’s  crook  touches  both  feet  of  R,  back  bottom  serif  of  E, 
.ECCE.  and  GREX  separated  by  St.  Patrick’s  mitre  cap. 

Weight:  139.6  grains;  Diameter:  28.6mm. 


Holt’s  American  Plantations  Token 


1009  1722  Rosa  Americana  halfpenny.  Second  Prototype,  D:G:REX 
obverse,  UTILE  DULCI  reverse.  Breen-133,  Crosby  IV,  7.  Uncir¬ 
culated.  Each  U  in  reverse  legend  corrected  from  a  V,  details 
plainly  evident.  Glossy  olive-gold  surfaces.  Scarce  this  nice. 

Weight:  63.8  grains;  Diameter:  21.5mm. 

This  is  the  private  coinage  by  franchise  of  William  Wood,  who  curried  cer¬ 
tain  favors  with  King  George.  While  this  particular  denomination  is  popularly 
called  a  halfpenny,  it  is  actually  the  size  of  a  British  farthing  (which  is  equal  to 
half  of  a  halfpenny).  Certain  19th-century  American  auction  catalogues  de¬ 
nominate  the  Rosa  Americana  pieces  as  the  farthing,  halfpenny,  and  penny, 
but  today  they  are  known  as  the  halfpenny,  penny,  and  twopence. 

1010  1723  Rosa  Americana  penny.  No  Stop  After  3.  Breen-122,  Crosby 
IV,  11.  AU.  Attractive  olive-brown  surfaces  free  of  circulation 
marks. 


Weight:  137.4  grains;  Diameter:  25.9mm. 


1011  Undated  (1722).  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Uncrowned  Rose. 
Breen-88,  Crosby  III,  15.  AU.  Cleaned  long  ago,  now  naturally 
retoned  to  olive-brown. 

Weight:  253.0  grains;  Diameter:  32.3mm. 

1012  1723  Rosa  Americana  twopence.  Crowned  Rose.  Stop  After  X, 
Not  3.  Breen-92,  Crosby  IV,  10.  AU.  Glossy  olive-brown  surfaces. 

Weight:  214.2  grains;  Diameter:  30.9mm. 


Circa  1688,  Original  Struck  in  Tin 
Uncirculated 


1008  (1688)  Holt’s  American  Plantations  token.  Original.  Tin.  Breen- 
77,  Newman  6-F.  Uncirculated.  Struck  from  the  original  dies, 
circa  1688,  before  die  rust  or  cracks  began.  Head  of  James  II  con¬ 
nected  to  B  of  BRI.  Bright  silver  gray  surfaces  free  of  tin  pest,  with 
much  brilliance  in  the  recessed  design  areas.  Sharp  beaded  edge 
devices.  A  choice  specimen. 

Weight:  138.4  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 

On  August  13,  1688,  Henry  Guy,  secretary  to  King  James  II  of  England, 
wrote  the  mint  officers  regarding  objections  to  a  tin  coinage  lor  use  in  the 
“American  Plantations,”  as  the  New  World  colonies  were  then  called.  No  ob¬ 
jections  were  raised,  and  the  dateless  tin  tokens  bearing  James  II,  on  horse¬ 
back,  were  struck  at  the  Tower  Mint  in  London.  James  Holt  8c  Go.  represented 
the  “tynn  farmers”  who  first  agitated  for,  and  received,  a  tin  coinage  of  regal 
halfpennies  and  pennies  (1684-92). 

This  and  related  pieces  are  denominated  as  1/24  part  real,  or  1/24  of  a  12- 
1/2-cent  piece,  the  real  being  widely  used  in  the  American  colonies  at  the 
time.  1/24  of  12-1/2  cents  amounts  to  about  1/4  of  a  penny,  or  in  practical 
terms  a  farthing. 


1013  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  farthing.  D:G:REX  Obverse,  11  Harp 
Strings.  Breen-169.  Uncirculated.  Medium  tan  with  some  splashes 
of  red  and  deeper  toning  spots.  Reverse  die  break  through  NIA 
and  1  of  date.  Scarce. 

Weight:  61.7  grains;  Diameter:  21.3mm. 


Bowers  and  Merena  Experience! 

Of  the  top  10  world’s  record  coin  auction  prices,  we 
hold  seven!  When  the  world’s  most  valuable  collection 
was  sold  (the  $44  million  Eliasberg  Collection),  we  sold 
it.  When  the  second  most  valuable  collection  was  sold 
(the  $25  million  Garrett  Collection  of  U.S.  Coins  owned 
by  The  Johns  Hopkins  University),  we  sold  it.  Over  a 
span  of  many  years  we  have  sold  more  than  $200  million 
worth  of  coins  for  over  10,000  consignors.  When  it 
comes  to  experience,  wre  offer  what  you  are  seeking. 
Whether  you  have  a  group  of  coins  worth  $2,000  (our 
minimum  due  to  bookkeeping  considerations)  or  $25 
million,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place! 
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1723  Hibernia  Farthing  in  Silver 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1014  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  farthing.  DEI  GRATIA  REX  obverse,  11 
Harp  Strings.  Silver.  Breen-173.  Proof.  Mirror  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  motifs  exhibit  a  touch  of  deep  gold  toning.  Die  break  con¬ 
nects  tip  of  bust  with  edge.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  A  small  group 
of  some  20  specimens  surfaced  in  England  around  1971,  but  all 
have  been  absorbed  into  collections. 

Weight:  72.4  grains;  Diameter:  21.7mm. 

William  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpennies  and  pennies  were  not  received  favor¬ 
ably  in  Ireland,  and  were  ridiculed  by  none  other  than  Jonathan  Swift,  of 
Gulliver's  Travels  fame,  in  a  scathing  group  of  poems  and  letters  known  as  The 
Drapier’s  Letters,  written  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  M.B.  Drapier.  The 
Drapier’s  Letters  are  often  referred  to  in  descriptions  of  Wood’s  Hibernia  coin¬ 
age,  but  they  have  seldom  seen  print,  especially  in  a  “mainstream”  auction 
catalogue  such  as  this.  In  Poems  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Swift,  Dean  Of  Saint  Patrick ’s, 
Dublin,  Volume  II,  published  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  1773,  a  poem  with  the 
long  tide  “Will.  Wood’s  Petition  to  the  People  of  Ireland,  Being  an  Excellent  New 
Song  Supposed  to  be  Made  and  Sung  in  the  Street  of  Dublin  by  Will.  Wood, 
Ironmonger,  and  Halfpennymonger,  1725.  "The  poem,  with  original  punctuation 
and  upper  case  letters  as  in  the  original,  follows: 

My  dear  Irish  folks,  Come  leave  off  your  jokes, 

And  buy  up  my  halfpence  so  fine,  So  fair  and  so  bright, 

They’ll  give  you  delight,  Observe  how  they  glitter  and  shine. 

They’ll  sell,  to  my  grief  As  cheap  as  neck-beef, 

For  counters  at  cards  to  your  wife, 

And  every  day  your  children  may  play  Span-farthing,  or  toss  on  the  knife. 
Come  hither  and  try.  I’ll  teach  you  to  buy 
A  pot  of  good  ale  for  a  farthing,  Come:  threepence  a  score, 

I  ask  you  no  more.  And  a  fig  for  the  Drapier  and  Harding. 

When  tradesmen  have  gold,  The  thief  will  be  bold. 

By  day  and  by  night  for  to  rob  him:  My  copper  is  such, 

No  robber  will  touch,  And  so  you  may  daintily  bob  him. 

The  little  blackguard,  Who  gets  very  hard 

His  halfpence  for  cleaning  your  shoes,  When  his  pockets  are  cramm’d 
With  mine,  and  be  d— 'd,  He  may  swear  he  has  nothing  to  lose. 

Here’s  halfpence  in  plenty.  For  one  you'll  have  twenty. 

Though  thousands  were  not  worth  a  pudden. 

Your  neighbors  will  think,  When  your  pocket  cries  chink, 

You  are  grown  plaguy  rich  on  a  sudden. 

You  will  be  my  thankers,  I’ll  make  you  my  bankers,  As  good  as  Ban  Burton 
or  Fade: 

For  nothing  shall  pass  But  my  pretty  brass,  And  then  you’ll  be  all  of  a  trade. 
I’m  a  son  of  a  whore,  If  I  have  a  word  more.  To  say  in  this  wretched  condition. 
If  my  coin  will  not  pass,  I  must  die  like  an  ass,  And  so  I  conclude  my  petition. 


1016  1723  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Harp  to  Right,  1  1  Harp  Strings, 
No  Pellet  Before  H,  Pellet  After  3.  Breen-155.  AU.  Mainly  bright 
mint  red  and  choice  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  103.4  grains;  Diameter:  25.7mm. 

1017  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Period  after  GEORGIVS.  Breen-180, 
Crosby  IX,  12.  Uncirculated.  Prooflike.  Lustrous,  iridescent  brown 
surfaces.  Sharp,  attractive,  and  choice  for  the  grade. 

Weight:  119.8  grains;  Diameter:  25.6mm. 


1773  Virginia  “Penny”  Pattern  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Known 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1018  1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  Breen’s  prototype  halfpenny.  Also 

called  “penny”  pattern.  Breen- 179,  Crosby  IX,  10.  Choice  Proof. 

Diagnostic  die  rust  around  E  of  GEORGIVS  on  obverse,  small, 
thin  7s  in  date  on  reverse.  Slightly  larger  in  diameter  and  heavier 
in  weight  than  the  halfpenny  issue  of  similar  design  style.  Other 
diagnostics  include  a  taller,  narrower  shield  on  the  “penny”  re¬ 
verse,  and  repunching  at  the  date  and  other  peripheral  legends. 
Deep  chocolate  brown  mirror  surfaces.  Rare. 

Weight:  135.4  grains;  Diameter:  27.1mm. 

This  particular  “prototype”  or  “penny”  issue  was  not  represented  in  the  fa¬ 
mous  hoard  of  Virginia  halfpence  once  owned  by  Col.  M.I.  Cohen  of  Balti¬ 
more.  Thus,  specimens  are  found  today  only  occasionally,  at  widely  separated 
intervals,  typically  when  great  collections  come  to  market. 


Uncirculated  Elephant  Token 


1015  1722  Wood’s  Hibernia  halfpenny.  Harp  to  Left,  8  Harp  Strings. 

Breen- 144.  EF.  Die  crumbling  around  obverse  legends  and  bust. 
( .lossy  medium  tan  surfaces.  Scarce  this  nice.  Desirable  as  a  “type,” 
as  this  harp  position  appears  on  circulated  coinage  only  in  the 
1722  year. 

Weight  106  0  grains.  Diameter:  27.7mm. 


1019  (1672-94)  Elephant  token.  Thick  Flan,  GOD  PRESERVE  LON¬ 
DON,  Six-pointed  star  on  reverse.  Breen- 186,  Hodder  2-B,  Peck- 
503.  Rarity-4.  Uncirculated.  A  delightful  medium  tan  specimen 
with  lustrous  surfaces  and  plenty  of  eye  appeal.  Basically  mark- 
free,  save  for  some  tiny,  natural  flan  flaws. 

Weight:  200.3  grains;  Diameter:  29.0mm. 
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Uncirculated  Elephant  Token 

The  Norweb  Specimen 
Thin  Flan  Variety 


1020  (1672-94)  Elephant  token.  Thin  Flan,  GOD  PRESERVE  LON¬ 
DON,  Six-pointed  star  on  reverse.  Breen- 187,  Hodder  2-B,  Peck- 
504.  Rarity-4.  Uncirculated.  Well  struck  on  both  sides  with  strong 
design  details  present.  Struck  on  a  cast  flan  with  tiny  edge  splits 
visible  due  to  the  extreme  striking  pressure  applied.  Attractive 
golden  tan  surfaces  devoid  of  unsightly  marks. 

Weight:  134.1  grains;  Diameter:  28.3mm. 

Purchased  from  New  Netherlands  Coin  Company  by  the  Norweb  family 
on  January  22,  1956;  from  our  sale  of  The  Norweb  Collection,  Part  1,  Oc¬ 
tober  1987,  Lot  1231. 


Uncirculated  Elephant  Token  Rarity 

Diagonals  at  Center  of  Reverse  Cross 


1021  (1672-94)  Elephant  token.  GOD  PRESERVE  LONDON,  Diago¬ 
nals  at  center,  Five-pointed  star  on  reverse.  Breen- 185,  Hodder 
1-A,  Peck-501.  Low  Rarity-7.  Choice  Uncirculated.  A  notable  rar¬ 
ity  in  the  Elephant  token  series,  and  a  variety  that  is  seldom  en¬ 
countered  in  this  state  of  preservation.  Sharply  struck  and  fairly 
well  centered.  Glossy,  deep  tan  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of  red  at 
the  rims.  Choice. 

Weight:  191.8  grains;  Diameter:  29.1mm. 


Rare  LONDON  Elephant  Token 

The  Norweb  Specimen 


1022  (1672-94)  Elephant  token.  LONDON,  Two  six-pointed  stars  on 
reverse.  Breen- 190,  Hodder  2-D,  Peck-500.  Low  Rarity-7.  EF. 

Rare  variety  with  LON  to  left  of  reverse  shield,  DON  to  right,  no 
other  legends.  Breen's  "godless  variety,  owing  to  the  lack  ol  GOD 
PRESERVE  in  the  reverse  legend.  Six-pointed  stars,  one  above  and 
one  below  shield.  Medium  brown  surfaces  free  of  any  post-striking 
problems.  Most  obverse  denticles  present,  few  reverse  denticles 
present,  typical  for  this  rarity. 


Weight:  147.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.6mm. 

Purchased  from  A.H.  Baldwin  &  Sons,  Ltd.  by  the  Noruieb  family  on 
March  30,  1954;  from  our  sale  of  The  Norweb  Collection,  Part  /,  Octo- 
ber!987,  Lot  1234. 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1023  1694  Elephant  token.  GOD:  PRESERVE:  CAROLINA:  AND: 
THE:  LORDS:  PROPRIETORS,  Second  O  over  E  in  PROPRI¬ 
ETORS.  Breen- 194,  Hodder  2-F,  Crosby  IX,  2.  Low  Rarity-6.  EF. 

A  notable  rarity  that  mentions  the  Carolina  Colonies  in  the  New 
World.  Pleasing  tan  surfaces  free  from  all  but  some  tiny,  natural 
flan  marks,  as  struck.  Some  weakness  at  the  rims,  typical  for  the 
variety.  Rare,  desirable,  and  seldom  found  this  nice. 

The  word  PROPRIETORS  was  first  punched  into  the  die  as 
PROPR1ETERS,  with  some  examples  then  coined  from  this  die. 
When  the  spelling  error  was  detected,  the  second  E  had  an  O 
punched  over  it,  then  more  examples  were  struck,  creating  two 
varieties  of  this  rare  design  type. 

The  Carolina  Elephant  token  has  always  been  a  classic  rarity. 
Over  the  years,  dating  back  to  the  cradle  days  of  numismatics  in 
the  mid-19th  century,  the  appearance  of  a  piece  has  been  a  cause 
for  excitement.  Only  occasionally  is  a  piece  of  this  quality  available 
for  competition.  Here,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  foremost  prizes  in  the 
present  cabinet. 

Weight:  130.3  grains;  Diameter:  27.8mm. 


1694  Carolina  Elephant  Token  Rarity 

O/E  in  PROPRIETORS 
Thin  Flan 
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Scarce  1760  Voce  Populi  Farthing 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1024  1760  VOCE  POPULI  farthing.  Large  Letters  variety.  Breen-234. 

EF.  Chocolate  brown.  An  elusive  type,  much  rarer  than  most 
halfpenny  varieties  of  the  same  design,  and,  as  a  denomination, 
dozens  of  times  rarer  than  the  halfpenny  value.  Well  struck.  A  few 
tiny,  insignificant  marks  from  perfection  at  this  grade  level. 

Weight:  53.9  grains;  Diameter:  21.3mm. 

Superb  1760  Voce  Populi  Copper 

Popular  VOOE  Variety 
Among  The  Finest  Known 


1025  1760  Voce  Populi  copper.  Breen-227,  Nelson-3,  Zelinka  7-E.  AU, 
choice.  A  superb  specimen  of  the  popular  VOOE  variety,  actually 
a  closed  C  in  VOCE  (from  a  die  flaw)  gives  the  appearance  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  spelling.  Well  centered  with  strong  design  elements  on  both 
sides.  Some  weakness  at  the  centers,  but  not  worn;  there  was  sim¬ 
ply  not  enough  copper  in  the  flan  to  fill  the  high  points  of  the  dies. 
Hard,  reddish  tan  surfaces  display  splashes  of  mint  red  in  the  re¬ 
cessed  design  areas.  Certainly  a  candidate  for  the  high  end  of  the 
Condition  Census. 

Weight:  107.1  grains;  Diameter:  26.6mm. 

The  Voce  Populi  (Voice  of  the  People)  coppers  were  probably  struck  by 
Roche’s  (or  Roach’s)  mint  on  South  King  Street,  Dublin,  a  manufacturer  of 
army  buttons  and  other  sundries.  The  legend,  HIBERNIA,  shows  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  an  Irish  coinage.  These  pieces  were  coined  in  the  year  of  the  death  of 
George  II,  and  the  ascension  of  George  III  to  the  throne  of  England.  While 
the  overall  designs  in  the  Voce  Populi  series  are  similar,  several  distinct  bust 
styles  appear,  including  some  with  a  mysterious  P  in  the  field,  either  below  or 
opposite  the  obverse  portrait.  Some  specialists  have  declared  the  portraits  to 
be  those  of  James  Francis  Edward  Stuart  (1688-1766),  called  “the  Old  Pre¬ 
tender”  or  “James  III”  by  his  followers,  as  well  as  that  of  his  son,  Charles  Ed¬ 
ward  Stuart  (1720-1788),  known  to  history  as  “Bonnie  Prince  Charlie”  or  “the 
Young  Pretender.” 

1026  1760  Voce  Populi  copper.  Breen-223,  Nelson-9,  Zelinka  6-C.  AU. 
Glossy  chestnut  surfaces.  Struck  on  a  slightly  small  flan,  with  the 
reverse  edge  encroaching  on  the  tops  of  the  date  and  legend.  A 
hint  of  rubbing  on  the  high  points,  but  still  choice  overall. 

Weight:  98.1  grains;  Diameter:  25.7mm. 


Uncirculated  1766  Pitt  “Halfpenny” 

Struck  In  Copper 


1027  1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Copper.  Breen-251,  Betts-519.  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Well  centered  and  nicely  struck.  Glossy,  lustrous  chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  Traces  of  die  clashing  seen,  particularly  below 
Pitt’s  portrait.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  and  quite  rare  this  nicely  pre¬ 
served. 

Weight:  89.9  grains;  Diameter:  27.7mm. 

When  copies  of  the  Stamp  Act  of  1765  began  arriving  in  the  colonies  in  the 
summer  of  that  year,  many  colonial  assemblies  passed  resolutions  of  protest. 
All  over  the  colonies,  as  well  as  at  home  in  England,  groups  were  formed  to 
protest  the  unfair  act.  In  Massachusetts,  the  Sons  of  Liberty  dumped  tea  into 
Boston  Harbor;  an  act  of  rebellion  now  referred  to  as  the  “Boston  Teaparty.” 
These  same  Sons  of  Liberty  also  burned  the  houses  of  officials  who  were  pro- 
Stamp  Act.  In  New  York  City,  the  New  York  Sons  of  Liberty  banded  together 
in  protest,  refusing  to  allow  British  ships  into  their  harbor,  and  arranging  a 
massive  boycott  against  pro-Stamp  Act  merchants,  as  well  as  providing  a  group 
to  protect  colonists  from  British  reprisal.  Indeed,  many  an  effigy  of  local  gov- 1 
ernors  and  tax  collectors  were  burned.  In  England,  Sir  William  Pitt,  known 
there  both  affectionately  and  respectfully  as  “the  Great  Commoner,”  spoke 
out  vehemently  in  Parliament  against  the  Stamp  Act.  In  January,  1766,  Pitt 
defended  the  colonists  in  Parliament,  there  saying  “as  subjects  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  common  right  of  representation,  and  cannot  be  bound  to  pay 
taxes  without  their  consent.”  He  demanded  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  and  on 
March  18,  1766,  the  Act  was  repealed.  George  III  even  dismissed  Chancellor 
Grenville,  the  principal  behind  the  Act  that  caused  so  much  mayhem  in  his 
empire.  When  news  reached  the  colonies  of  the  “Great  Commoner’s”  actions 
on  their  behalf  in  Parliament,  he  was  lionized  as  a  hero  of  the  colonies. 

No  historical  description  would  be  complete  without  mentioning  that  here 
in  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire,  there  is  a  body  of  water  called  Lake 
Wentworth  (not  to  be  confused  with  immense  Lake  Winnipesaukee).  Stamp 
Act  Island  on  Wentworth,  is  preserved  today  in  all  of  its  original  beauty.  The 
name  was  affixed  to  it  over  two  centuries  ago.  More  recently,  around  the  year 
1900,  the  nomenclature  was  viewed  as  being  quite  obsolete,  and  there  was  a 
suggestion  that  a  new  name  be  adopted.  However,  it  wasn’t,  and  today  any  visi¬ 
tor  to  our  town  can  see  Stamp  Act  Island  across  the  water  from  virtually  any 
Lake  Wentworth  shore  point. 

Uncirculated  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token 


1028  (1778-79)  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Brass.  Wreath  below  ship. 
Breen-1141,  Betts-563.  Choice  Uncirculated.  Portions  of 
VLUGTENDE  evident  beneath  the  wreath.  Lustrous  olive-brown 
with  plenty  of  golden  brass  highlights  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck 
and  well  centered,  with  even  the  tiniest  of  design  elements  fully 
rendered.  Easily  among  the  finest  specimens  extant,  with  strong 
claims  to  the  title  of  “finest  known.” 

Weight:  198.5  grains,  fairly  heavy  for  the  type;  Diameter:  32.2mm. 

I  his  somewhat  satirical  medal  depicts  the  ebbing  of  fortunes  of  both  the 
American  and  British  armies  during  the  Revolutionary  War.  In  the  summer  of 
1778,  some  10,000  Americans  under  Majot  General  |ohn  Sullivan,  aided  b\ 
4,000  French  troops  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Comte  d'Estaing,  were 
set  to  advance  on  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  an  attempt  to  wrest  that  c it v  from 
the  occupying  British  forces.  As  d'F.staing's  vessels  sailed  out  to  meet  that  of 
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British  Admiral  Howe,  a  sudden  storm  at  sea  dispersed  both  fleets.  On  August 
30,  the  Americans,  then  occupying  tiny  Conanicul  Island,  fled  at  the  approach 
of  Admiral  Howe’s  now  refitted  ships.  Some  14  months  later,  however,  on 
October  25,  1779,  a  reversal  of  military  fortunes  forced  Howe  to  abandon  the 
whole  of  Rhode  Island  colony,  including  Newport.  The  legends  on  both  sides 
of  this  token  reflect  these  events  in  the  Dutch  language. 


A  Second  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token 

Much  Silvering  Present 


1029  (1778-79)  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Brass;  silvered.  Wreath  be¬ 
low  ship.  Breen-1141,  Betts-563.  Uncirculated.  Much  silvering  re¬ 
mains  on  both  sides  with  olive-brown  design  high  points  creating  a 
pleasant  contrast.  Seldom  encountered  this  nice,  in  fact,  this  speci¬ 
men  is  a  possible  candidate  for  the  Condition  Census. 

Weight:  223.5  grains,  fairly  heavy  for  a  Rhode  Island  Ship  token,  which  tend 
to  weigh  between  130  and  170  grains;  Diameter:  32.6mm. 


Rare  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token 

Finest  Known  Tin  Striking 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1030  (1778-79)  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Tin  (also  called  pewter). 
Wreath  below  ship.  Breen- 1 142,  Betts-563.  Choice  Uncirculated. 

A  prominent  rarity  with  just  a  dozen  or  so  tin  specimens  known  in 


all  grades.  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  with  lustrous,  prooflike 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  design  motifs.  Finer  than  several  pieces 
enumerated  by  Breen,  including  Roper:  174,  and  New  Netherlands 
48:792  and  51:183,  among  others.  Almost  certainly  the  finest 
known  of  all  surv  ivors  struck  in  tin. 

Weight:  139.6  grains;  Diameter:  37.8mm. 


Uncirculated  Rhode  Island  Ship  Token 

VLUGTENDE  Removed  Variety 
The  Norweb  Specimen 


1031  (1778-79)  Rhode  Island  Ship  token.  Brass  or  yellow  bronze. 
VLUGTENDE  removed.  Breen-1139,  Betts-562.  Uncirculated. 

Certainly  among  the  finest  known  of  the  variety  with  vluglende  re¬ 
moved  after  striking  (the  equivalent  of  the  Guide  Book 's  “Without 
Wreath  Below  Ship”  variety).  Deep  tan  surfaces  display  golden  iri¬ 
descence.  All  design  elements  boldly  rendered,  even  to  the  tiniest 
details,  noted  in  the  Norweb  catalogue  as  “More  sharply  struck 
than  any  this  cataloguer  can  remember  seeing,  including  the 
Garrett  and  Roper  specimens.”  Highly  reflective  fields. 

Weight:  147.7  grains;  Diameter:  32.3mm. 

The  makers  of  the  Rhode  Island  Ship  tokens  removed  the  word  vluglende 
(roughly  translated  as  “fleeing”),  creating  issues  in  which  some  tiny  part  of  the 
word  is  still  visible.  Later,  a  wreath  was  stamped  into  the  die  at  that  position, 
thereby  creating  another  variety  of  this  enigmatic  issue. 

Purchased  by  the  Norweb  family  from  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Holmes  Collec¬ 
tion,  October  1960,  Lot  1279;  from  our  sale  of  The  Norweb  Collection, 
Part  I,  October  1987,  Lot  1259. 


John  Chalmers  Silver  Threepence  Rarity 


(■ photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1032  1783  John  Chalmers  threepence.  Silver.  Breen-1018,  Crosby  IX, 

9.  VF.  Well  centered  with  perhaps  half  of  the  denticles  present  on 
both  sides.  Medium  steel  gray  surfaces.  I. CHALMERS. ANNAP  s  * 
around  clasped  hands  on  the  obverse,  .THREE  PENCE.,  separated 
by  a  small  flower,  and  the  date  around  a  wreath  with  a  floral  motif 
at  its  center  on  the  reverse.  A  few  minor  marks  are  present,  but 
none  of  any  visual  significance.  Rare  in  all  grades. 

Weight:  9.6  grains;  Diameter:  12.9mm. 

John  Chalmers  (1750-1817)  of  Annapolis,  Maryland,  was  a  silversmith  by 
trade.  He  served  in  the  Continental  Army  as  a  recruiting  officer,  and  later  as 
the  sheriff  of  Baltimore.  His  coinage  denominations  consisted  of  the  famous 
Long  and  Short  Worm  shilling  varieties,  sixpence  (of  which  several  minor  vari¬ 
eties  are  known),  threepence  (of  which  just  one  variety  is  known),  and  a  very 
rare  pattern  shilling,  in  silver,  with  rings  on  the  reverse. 
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1783  J.  Chalmers  Shilling 

Long  Worm  Variety 


1033  1783  J.  Chalmers  shilling.  Long  Worm  variety.  Breen-1012, 
Crosby  IX,  6.  AU.  Lustrous  pearl  gray  surfaces.  Obverse  design 
similar  to  the  threepence  design,  reverse  with  two  birds  facing 
each  other  in  a  beaded  circle,  tugging  at  a  long  “worm”  (tradi¬ 
tional  term;  actually  it  is  a  serpent).  The  fancy  ornament  after  the 
G  of  SHILLING  actually  hides  an  erroneously  punched  letter,  pre¬ 
sumably  an  upper  case  S.  Slightly  off-center  on  the  obverse,  but 
sharp  and  attractive  overall.  Free  of  unsightly  marks.  A  numis¬ 
matic  prize  at  this  grade  level. 

Weight:  50.9  grains;  Diameter:  21.6mm. 

An  easy  way  to  tell  the  “long  worm”  and  “short  worm”  shilling  varieties  apart 
can  be  found  in  the  hedgerow  above  the  battling  birds  on  the  reverse.  On  the 
short  worm  variety,  the  hedgerow  runs  horizontally  from  the  N  of  ONE  to  the 
N  of  SHILLING,  while  on  the  long  worm  variety,  the  hedgerow  runs  horizon¬ 
tally  from  the  N  of  ONE  to  the  I  of  shilling.  This  diagnostic  is  quite  helpful 
when  well  worn  specimens  are  attributed. 

It  is  popular  to  designate  the  “1789”  Mott  token  as  the  first  American  store 
card  or  commercial  token.  Those  who  are  inclined  to  believe  that  the  Mott 
piece,  though  dated  1789,  was  made  later,  can  then  fall  upon  the  1794  Talbot, 
Allum  &  Lee  copper  cents  as  the  first  American  tokens.  However,  it  seems  that 
the  1783-dated  Chalmers  pieces  antedate  both  candidates. 

Rare  1641-A  French  Colonies 

Billon  Quinzain 


1034  1641-A  (Paris).  French  Colonies.  Billon  quinzain.  Breen-272.  Rar- 
ity-7.  EF.  Coinage  of  Louis  XIII  for  the  French  Colonies.  Billon, 
approximately  24%  silver  content.  Nicely  struck  with  strong  design 
elements  on  both  sides.  Deep  golden  gray  surfaces.  A  well-known 
rarity  in  the  French  Colonies  series,  with  just  a  few  specimens 
known  in  all  grades. 

Weight:  37.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.8mm. 

Rare  1670-A  Five  Sols 

Silver  Petit  Louis  de  Cinq  Sols 


1035  1670-A  (Paris)  French  Colonies.  Petit  Louis  de  cinq  (5)  sols.  Sil¬ 

ver.  Breen-256.  AU.  A  rare  French  Colonies  type,  coined  for  the 
Compagnie  des  Indies  Occidentales,  for  use  in  the  West  Indies. 
Described  in  the  1997  edition  of  the  Guide  Booh,  but  unpriced 
there  above  EF.  Lustrous  pearl  gray  surfaces. 

Wright  35.0  grains;  Diameter:  21.1mm. 


The  radiant  sun,  or  soleil,  above  the  king's  portrait  on  the  obverse  is  the 
mark  of  Paris  Mintmaster  Pierre  Cheval,  placed  there  in  honor  of  Louis  XIII, 
known  as  “the  Sun  Xing.” 


1036  1711-AA  (Metz).  French  Colonies.  Sol  de  15  deniers.  Billon. 
Breen-292.  EF.  Rare.  Coined  under  the  Edict  of  May  5,  1711, 
struck  only  at  Metz.  Called  “demi  mousquetaires”  by  Breen  (al¬ 
most  sounds  like  the  title  of  a  novel  by  Dumas!).  Steel  gray  with 
some  deeper  toning  highlights.  Sharp  and  mark-free.  Rare. 

Weight:  19.4  grains;  Diameter:  18.4mm. 

1037  171 1-D  (Lyon).  French  Colonies.  Double  sol  de  30  deniers.  Bil¬ 
lon.  Breen-284.  EF.  Breen’s  “billon  mousquetaires,”  with  about  a 
20%  silver  content  in  the  billon  alloy.  A  rarity  coined  under  the 
authority  of  the  Edict  of  September  1709.  Lustrous  lilac  and  gray 
surfaces  are  devoid  of  any  contact  marks.  Evidendy  this  coin  was 
plucked  from  circulation  soon  after  it  entered  commerce. 

Weight:  40.2  grains;  Diameter:  24.3mm. 

1038  1740-BB  (Strasbourg).  French  Colonies.  Sol  de  12  deniers.  Bil¬ 
lon.  Breen-690.  Uncirculated.  Breen’s  “demi  sous”  issue,  Edict  of 
October  1,  1738.  These  circulated  to  a  small  extent  in  French 
Canada  and  Louisiana.  Lustrous  steel  gray  surfaces  display  gun- 
metal-blue  highlights.  Sharply  struck.  Slightly  off-center,  but  no 
designs  are  affected.  Scarce  this  nice. 

Weight:  15.9  grains;  Diameter:  18.6mm. 

1776  Continental  “Dollar”  Or  “Unit” 

CURRENCY  Spelling 
Newman  2-C 


1039  1776  Continental  Currency  dollar  or  unit.  Tin.  Newman  2-C, 
Breen-1092,  Crosby  VIII,  16.  Uncirculated.  Choice  for  the  grade. 
Steel  gray  surfaces  exhibit  much  silver  lustre  in  the  recessed  design 
areas.  Newman  2-C  is  distinguishable  by  its  date.  The  6  is  consider¬ 
ably  larger  than  the  other  three  date  numerals,  which  appear  small 
and  thin  by  comparison.  A  line  drawn  across  the  flat  top  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  seven  in  the  date  would  pierce  the  loop  of  the  6  just  below  the 
inside  upper  curve,  the  only  die  on  which  this  is  found.  Orna¬ 
mented  edge. 

Weight:  252.8  grains;  Diameter:  39.3mm;  Die  alignment:  340°. 

These  pieces  are  believed  to  have  been  made  in  1776  as  a  fiat  (non-intrinsic 
value)  coinage  substituting  for  earlier  paper  notes  of  this  denomination.  Curi¬ 
ously,  although  several  hundred  examples  of  the  Continental  Currency  “dol¬ 
lar"  are  known  to  numismatists  today,  no  original  documentation  has  ever 
been  located  as  to  the  authorization  for  such  coins,  the  location  at  which  they 
were  made,  and  by  whom,  although  Eric  P.  Newman  has  suggested  Elisha  A. 
Gallaudet  as  the  coiner. 
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1776  Continental  “Dollar”  Or  “Unit” 

E.G.  FECIT  Variety 
Early  Die  State 


1040  1776  Continental  Currency  dollar  or  unit.  Pewter.  E.G.  FECIT 
variety.  Newman  3-D,  Breen- 1095,  Crosby  VIII,  17.  Choice  EF. 

From  a  much  earlier  die  state  than  Lot  3  (see  note  below).  Lovely 
medium  steel  gray  surfaces  totally  free  of  unsightly  marks,  and  a 
thoroughly  delightful  specimen  in  all  respects. 

Weight:  278.3  grains;  Diameter:  40.0mm;  Die  alignment:  170°. 

Not  all  EG  FECIT  Continental  Currency  pieces  are  created  equal.  The  coin 
offered  herein,  a  pleasing,  problem-free  EF  specimen,  is  an  early  die  state  of 
the  EG  FECIT  variety,  and  differs  greatly  from  the  polished,  later  die  state 
found  in  Lot  3.  The  early  die  state  shows  evidence  of  clashed  dies  at  ENC  of 
CURRENCY.  Thert-is  a  tiny  spike  from  the  lower  inside  tail  of  the  first  7  in  the 
date  that  points  into  the  field,  directly  at  the  lower  right  base  of  the  1.  There 
are  several  tiny  rust  pits  in  the  die  which  appear  as  raised  dots  around 
CONTIN,  including  a  prominent  dot  in  the  center  of  the  O.  The  U  of  CUR¬ 
RENCY  has  a  flat  serif  protruding  from  its  lower  left  side  (viewer’s  left  or  right 
used  throughout),  no  doubt  the  serif  of  an  errant  letter  other  than  U.  In  the 
tiny  word  BUSINESS,  the  I  is  boldly  repunched,  and  is  unmistakably  a  large  I 
over  either  a  high,  weakly  punched  I,  or  over  a  small  I.  On  the  reverse,  there  is 
the  faintest  beginning  of  a  crack  in  the  uppermost  ring  (New  Hampshire)  and 
again,  three  rings  later  (Rhode  Island).  There  is  some  slight  buckling  on  the 
reverse,  horizontally,  and  toward  the  bottom.  This  certainly  represents  one  of 
the  earliest  die  states  for  the  popular  EG  FECIT  variety  of  Continental  Cur¬ 
rency. 


1041  1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Pointed  Rays,  Small  US.  Breen- 

1107,  Crosby  2-B.  AU.  A  lustrous  specimen  with  attractive  red 
highlights.  Choice. 

Weight:  125.8  grains;  Diameter:  27.2mm. 

The  dies  for  the  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  of  1783  and  1785  are  said  to 
have  been  engraved  by  George  Wyon  III  (1744-97),  possibly  with  the  aid  of 
two  sons,  Thomas  and  Peter  George,  and  were  manufactured  at  the  family  s 
mint  in  Birmingham,  England.  Fully  three  generations  of  the  Wyon  family 
served  as  die  engravers  and  medalists  for  the  Tower  Mint,  as  well  as  other  pri¬ 
vate  mints,  and  their  own  establishment. 

The  latest  extensive  study  of  the  Nova  Constellatio  coinage  is  Eric  P. 
Newman’s  “New  Thoughts  on  the  Nova  Constellatio  Private  Copper  Coin¬ 
age,”  given  as  a  paper  at  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference,  American 
Numismatic  Society,  New  York,  October  28,  1995,  and  currently  available  as 
part  of  the  proceedings  of  that  conference.  Contact:  American  Numismatic 
Society,  Broadway  at  155th  Street,  New  York,  NY  10032.  This  is  as  good  a 
place  as  any  to  congratulate  the  A.N.S.  on  these  conferences— a  great  contribu¬ 
tion  to  American  coinage  history. 


1042  1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays,  Small  US.  Breen- 

1109,  Crosby  3-C.  AU,  choice.  Incorrect  spelling,  CONSTEL- 
ATIO  variety.  Tan  surfaces  with  strong  lustre  and  full  “all  seeing 
eye”  details. 

Weight:  1 18.8  grains;  Diameter:  27.3mm. 


1043  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Blunt  Rays,  Script  US.  Breen- 

1110,  Crosby  1-B.  AU,  choice.  Incorrect  spelling,  CONSTEL- 
ATIO  variety.  Glossy  tan  surfaces  display  sharp  design  elements. 
Usual  die  break  in  wreath  above  date. 

Weight:  126.5  grains;  Diameter:  27.4mm. 


1044  1785  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Pointed  Rays,  Script  US.  Breen- 

1111,  Crosby  3-B.  AU.  Slightly  off-center,  with  the  edge  encroach¬ 
ing  on  the  tops  of  ET  JUS  on  the  obverse,  and  TELL  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Glossy  brown  surfaces.  Sharp. 

Weight:  108.7  grains;  Diameter:  27.4mm. 


Reasonable  Rates! 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  can  make  auctioning 
your  coins  or  collection  a  pleasurable  and  problem-free 
experience.  For  one  low  commission  to  you,  the  seller, 
plus  a  fee  charged  to  the  buyer,  we  handle  EVERY¬ 
THING— from  complete  insurance  from  the  moment  we 
acquire  your  coins,  to  cataloguing,  to  photography 
(important  pieces  in  full  color),  to  advertising  and  pub¬ 
licity— in  other  words,  all  you  have  to  do  is  figure  out 
what  to  do  with  our  generous  check! 
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1785  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  Copper  Rarity 

Star  and  Dot  in  Legend 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1045  1785  IMMUNE  COLUMBIA  copper.  Pointed  Rays.  The  Guide 
Book's  “Extra  Star  in  Legend”  variety.  Breen-1117,  Crosby  VII, 
30,  54.  EF  for  overall  sharpness,  some  light,  uniform  porosity.  A 
prized  rarity  in  all  grades  with  just  a  dozen  or  so  specimens  cur¬ 
rently  known.  From  the  same  reverse  die  used  for  striking  the 
1783  Nova  Constellatio  coppers  designated  Crosby  2-B.  Medium 
brown.  A  hint  of  surface  roughness  here  and  there,  but  all  design 
motifs  are  plain  and  readable.  Well  centered. 

Weight:  146.6  grains;  Diameter:  27.9mm. 

It  is  believed  by  some  that  this  rarity  was  one  of  George  Wyon  Ill’s  efforts  in 
a  series  of  proposed  coinage  for  the  fledgling  United  States.  This  may  be,  but 
we  would  just  as  soon  think  that  it  was  simply  another  of  the  multitudinous 
copper  issues  of  this  decade,  possibly  even  having  to  do  with  Machin’s  Mills. 


1787  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  Copper 

Eagle  Reverse 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1046  1787  IMMUNIS  COLUMBIA  copper.  Narrow  flan.  Breen-1 137, 

Crosby  VIII,  8.  AU.  Date  fully  on  flan,  an  infrequent  occurrence, 


this  design  type  was  struck  on  “narrow”  flans,  with  peripheral  leg¬ 
ends  and  date  usually  affected  by  the  edge  to  some  degree.  Me¬ 
dium  brown.  Full  design  details  present,  even  to  the  eagle’s  breast 
feathers.  Some  very  faint  porosity  can  be  seen  under  low  magnifi¬ 
cation,  and  a  few  tiny  edge  bruises  are  also  present.  This  is  the  one 
variety  with  this  motif  that  is  not  an  extreme  rarity.  Enough  pieces 
survive  that  just  about  every  collection  can  include  one,  although 
pieces  at  the  AU  level  are  somewhat  elusive. 

Weight:  163.7  grains;  Diameter:  26.4mm. 


1047  1787  NOVA  EBORAC  copper.  Reverse  figure  to  right.  Breen- 
987,  Crosby  VIII,  10.  VF.  Medium  brown.  A  tiny,  natural  flan  flaw 
is  seen  at  the  obverse  center.  Late  reverse  die  state,  cud  at  rim 
from  3:00  to  5:00. 

Weight:  117.2  grains;  Diameter:  26.8mm. 

Relatively  little  is  known  about  the  1787  Nova  Eborac  coinage.  In  terms  of 
availability  today,  such  pieces,  attributed  to  New  York  states  (“Nova  Eborac” 
means  New  York  in  Latin),  are  more  elusive  as  a  class  than  are  the  copper  is¬ 
sues  of  Connecticut  (most  plentiful),  New  Jersey  (second  most  plentiful),  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  (third  most  available),  and  Vermont  (scarcest  of  the  four  just  men¬ 
tioned).  Such  names  as  Bailey  and  Brasher  are  associated  with  the  pieces,  but 
facts  are  few. 


1785  Vermont  “Landscape”  Copper 

The  Eliasberg  Specimen 
Ryder-2,  Rarity-4 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1048  1785  Vermont  copper.  “Landscape”  type,  VERMONTS  spelling. 

Ryder-2,  Bressett-IA.  Rarity-4.  EF.  Well  above  average  for  overall 
grade  and  quality.  Surfaces  glossy  with  only  two  tiny,  natural  flaws 
seen.  Medium  brown.  Sharpness  of  strike  and  detail  definition  are 
excellent,  and  well  above  the  overall  quality  usually  encountered 
for  Ryder-2,  or  any  of  the  landscape  types,  for  that  matter. 

Weight:  126.8  grains;  Diameter:  27.4mm. 

On  June  15,  1785,  Vermont  became  the  first  “state"  to  authorize  ns  own 
coinage  (in  actuality,  Vermont  became  a  state  in  1791,  remaining  a  republic 
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up  until  that  time).  Reuben  Harmon,  Jr.,  of  Rupert,  Vermont,  set  up  a  mill  and 
mint  on  the  Pawlet  River,  and  in  late  1785,  coinage  began  there.  Harmon 
manufactured  the  landscape  types,  as  well  as  several  portrait  types,  at  his 
Pawlet  River  site.  By  June  of  1787,  Harmon  had  cast  his  lot  with  that  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Thomas  Machin  at  the  latter’s  Newburgh,  New  York  mills.  Many  of  the 
later  types  of  Vermont  coppers  were  then  coined  at  Machin’s  Mills. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  first  issues,  being  of  the  ’’landscape”  type,  were  not 
familiar  at  sight  to  the  average  citizen  or  merchant,  who  was  apt  to  be  more 
familiar  with  British  portrait  pieces.  Accordingly,  the  scenic  motif  was 
dropped,  and  later  Vermont  coppers  were  patterned  after  British  regal 
halfpence,  portraying  busts  both  of  George  II  (Ryder  10,  11,  15)  and  George 
III  (all  others  save,  perhaps,  Ryder-9). 

From  our  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg  Sr.,  Collection,  Part  I,  May 
1996,  Lot  61. 


1049  1787  Vermont  copper.  BRITANNIA  variety.  Ryder-13,  Bressett- 
17V.  VF.  Obverse  stronger  than  reverse,  as  is  typical  for  this  “Ver¬ 
mont”  copper,  actually  struck  from  a  Vermont  obverse  die  and  a 
weakened  reverse  die  for  a  counterfeit  British  halfpenny.  A 
Machin’s  Mills*product.  Die  break  just  forming  at  tip  of  bust  on 
obverse.  Tan  high  points  and  brown  fields.  Date  faint  but  visible. 

Weight:  122.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.0mm. 

As  type  and  space  permit  we  hope  to  revisit  the  subject  of  Machin’s  Mills  in 
an  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  When  the  editor  of  this  catalogue  (QDB)  be¬ 
gan  his  interest  in  Early  American  coins  in  the  1950s,  an  immediate  object  of 
inquiry  was  the  curious  facility  known  as  Machin’s  Mills,  a  private  mint  set  up 
on  the  shore  of  Orange  Pond  near  Newburgh,  New  York.  The  original  fascina¬ 
tion  came  about  from  reading  what  Sylvester  S.  Crosby  had  to  say  about 
Machin’s  Mills  in  his  1875  book.  Early  American  Coins.  Since  that  time,  Eric  P. 
Newman,  Kenneth  E.  Bressett,  William  T.  Anton,  Jr.,  Bruce  Kesse,  and  Gary 
Trudgens— to  give  just  a  short  list— have  investigated  the  facility  and  have  writ¬ 
ten  about  it. 


Famous  1787  Ryder-15  Vermont  Copper 

A  Classic  Rarity 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size ) 

1050  1787  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  Ryder-15,  Bressett-9. 

Rarity-6.  Fine.  At  or  near  the  Condition  Census  for  this  rare  vari¬ 


ety,  17  specimens  were  enumerated  (by  then-staffer  Mike  Hodder) 
in  our  sale  of  the  Taylor  Collection,  March  1987.  A  few  more  ex¬ 
amples  have  come  to  light  since  then,  with  perhaps  20  or  so  speci¬ 
mens  now  known.  This  specimen  is  nearly  as  sharp  as  Taylor:2071 
overall,  with  a  few  tiny,  natural  flan  flaws  (Taylor:2071  had  a  natu¬ 
ral  hole  through  the  flan,  as  struck),  but  is  among  the  finest  known 
of  the  variety  for  overall  surface  quality.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown. 
Reverse  die  state  as  the  Taylor  coin,  with  die  break  obscuring  most 
of  date.  The  only  Mailed  Bust  Left  Vermont  copper  to  bear  the 
1787  date.  On  the  want  list  of  nearly  every'  advanced  Vermont  cop¬ 
per  collector. 

Weight:  96.7  grains;  Diameter:  26.8mm. 

The  rarity  of  this  issue  is  quickly  explained  by  the  state  of  the  reverse,  which 
must  have  broken  early  in  its  production  life.  There  is  no  way  of  knowing  how 
many  such  coppers  were  originally  minted,  but  if  one  percent  survive,  the 
number  would  not  have  been  more  than  a  couple  thousand  or  so. 

The  portrait  on  the  obverse  is  of  King  George  II,  although  not  identified  as 
such,  as  taken  from  contemporary  British  regal  halfpence. 

Choice  1788  Ryder-27  Vermont  Copper 

Condition  Census 


1051  1788  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Ryder-27,  Bressett- 

18W.  AU.  A  choice  specimen,  Condition  Census,  of  a  popular  Ver¬ 
mont  copper  variety.  Some  minor  flan  porosity  is  seen,  but  consid¬ 
erably  finer  overall  than  Taylor:2085,  that  piece  also  a  Condition 
Census  coin  (the  Condition  Census  for  Ryder-27  was  given  as  “the 
65-40  range”  in  the  Taylor  catalogue).  Chocolate  brown.  All  design 
elements  sharp  with  many  denticles  present  on  both  sides  as  well. 
The  only  Vermont  reverse  with  ET  directly  left  of  the  reverse 
figure’s  head. 

Weight:  119.2  grains;  Diameter:  27.2mm. 

Condition  Census  1788  Vermont  Copper 

Ryder-29,  Bressett-22U 


1052  1788  Vermont  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  Ryder-29,  Bressett- 

22U.  Rarity-5.  EF.  A  Condition  Census  coin,  probably  somewhere 
in  the  mid-range  of  that  listing.  Visually  as  sharp  as  Taylor:2087, 
but  lacking  the  minor  porosity  of  that  specimen.  Typical  obverse 
state,  die  cracked  along  obverse  effigy’s  profile.  Reverse  free  of 
breaks,  an  early  die  state.  Typically  encountered  in  lower  grades, 
and  even  VF  specimens  are  rare. 

Weight:  117.4  grains;  Diameter:  27.4mm. 

This  concludes  our  brief  but  very  illustrious  offering  of  Vermont  coinage 
from  this  outstanding  cabinet  of  Early  American  issues.  When  seen.  Vermont 
pieces  are  apt  to  be  imperfect,  worn,  or  a  combination  of  both.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  in  these  pages  is  indeed  extraordinary  for  its  combination  of  qualitv  and 
rarity. 
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1053  1785  Connecticut  copper.  African  Head.  Miller  4.1-F.4.  VF.  A 
popular  variety  due  to  its  status  as  a  type  coin,  this  is  the  only  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  “African  Head”  obverse  die  in  the  entire  Connecti¬ 
cut  copper  series.  Deep  chestnut  surfaces.  Slightly  off-center  and 
slightly  weak  at  the  rims,  neither  state  unusual  for  this  variety. 

Weight:  133.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.4mm. 

1054  1785  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right.  M  6.2-F.l.  Rarity-3. 

EF.  A  possible  candidate  for  Condition  Census  honors.  Finer  than 
Taylor:2321,  with  the  obverse  die  break  from  chin  to  breastplate 
on  the  present  piece  slightly  more  advanced  than  that  on  the  Tay¬ 
lor  coin.  Chocolate  brown.  Free  of  heavy  marks  and  quite  pleasing 
overall. 

Weight:  139.9  grains;  Diameter;  28.5mm. 

1055  1786  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M  5.4-G.  EF.  This  is 
the  Taylor  coin,  Lot  2359,  there  called  “Not  a  rare  variety,  but  at¬ 
tractive,  with  medium  golden  brown  surfaces,  free  from  porosity, 
striations  or  fissures,  and  serious  handling  marks.  Just  even,  old 
wear.  Probably  one  of  the  finest  available  to  collectors  today.  Bet¬ 
ter  centered  on  the  reverse  than  the  Pine  Tree/EAC  specimen.” 
These  comments  still  ring  true  today. 

Weight:  133.4  grains;  Diameter:  28.3mm. 

1787  “Muttonhead”  Connecticut  Copper 

Late  Die  State 


1056  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Right,  Muttonhead  vari¬ 
ety.  M  1.2-C.  Rarity-3.  AU.  Also  called  the  Bradford  Head  variety, 
although  for  reasons  not  known  to  today’s  collectors.  From  the 
later  state  of  the  dies,  after  lapping  has  weakened  the  peripheral 
legends.  Still  sharp  at  the  centers  with  strong  design  details  there 
on  both  sides.  Medium  brown  with  fairly  glossy  surfaces.  A  nice 
specimen  overall. 

Weight:  154.0  grains;  Diameter:  28.9mm. 

The  Muttonhead,  one  of  the  most  distinctive  varieties  in  the  series,  is  gener¬ 
ally  believed  to  be  a  contemporary  counterfeit.  Of  course,  the  distinction  be¬ 
tween  counterfeit  and  unauthorized  Connecticut  coppers  is  a  fine  one,  and  nu¬ 
merous  Connecticut  coppers  struck  at  Machin’s  Mills  could  be  similarly  called 
counterfeits.  However,  as  such  pieces  are  contemporary  with  the  era  in  which 
Connecticut  coppers  were  authorized,  they  are  widely  collected  today.  Indeed, 
some  of  the  most  highly  sought  and  most  valuable  issues  in  the  series  fall  into 
this  category. 


1057  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Horned  Bust  vari¬ 

ety.  M  4-L.  AU.  I  .ate  die  state,  with  “horn”  die  break  now  joined  to 
mail  and  bust,  heavy  die  clashing  evident  at  ORI  and  effigy’s  fore¬ 
head  ( flossy  rleep  tan  surfaces  display  strong  design  details,  only 
the  highest  points  show  wear.  A  truly  choice  specimen  of  a  variety 
that  often  comes  porous  and  in  low  grades. 

Wright  1 16.7  grains;  Diameter:  27.3mm. 


This  die  combination  is  one  of  the  most  plentiful  seen  in  the  Connecticut 
series,  perhaps  indicating  that  tens  of  thousands  of  pieces  were  struck  from 
this  pair. 


Choice  1787  M  6.1-M  Connecticut  Copper 

The  First  Laughing  Head  Variety 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1058  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  Laughing  Head  vari¬ 

ety.  M  6.1-M.  Rarity-3.  AU.  A  truly  memorable  specimen  of  the 
variety.  Just  a  hint  of  wear  on  the  high  points,  otherwise  details  are 
strong  and  sharp  on  both  sides.  A  tiny  spot  of  patina  can  be  seen  at 
the  O  of  CONNEC,  otherwise  basically  flawless.  Probably  a  Condi¬ 
tion  Census  coin,  certainly  much  finer  than  Taylor:2405,  that 
piece  called  EF-45.  A  beauty. 

Weight:  116.3  grains;  Diameter:  27.5mm. 

From  Stack’s  sale  of  December  3,  1971,  Lot  66,  plated,  there  noted  “Ex 
Yale  Collection.  ” 


1059  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left,  CONNECT  variety. 
M  15-F.  Rarity-4.  EF.  The  only  obverse  die  in  the  entire  Connecti¬ 
cut  copper  series  with  CONNECT  in  the  legend.  Choice  overall, 
with  tan  high  points  and  chocolate  brown  fields.  Slightly  off-cen¬ 
ter,  affecting  the  tops  of  NECT  on  the  obverse,  and  LIB  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Some  weakness  at  the  left  reverse  rim,  not  unusual  for  this 
variety.  The  expanded  obverse  legend,  CONNECT,  has  made  this 
scarce  variety  a  prime  attraction  for  several  generations  of  collec¬ 
tors.  The  present  piece  can  be  considered  to  be  a  remarkable  op¬ 
portunity. 

Weight:  102.4  grains;  Diameter:  27.5mm. 
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1060  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  30-hh.l.  AU.  One 

of  the  ET  LIR  reverse  varieties,  usually  created  by  a  broken  “B”  let¬ 
ter  punch  in  LIB.  Olossy  medium  brown  surfaces  display  some 
tiny,  natural  flan  fissures  of  a  type  that  suggests  poorly  rolled  flan 
stock.  They  are  only  visible  under  low  magnification,  so  the  aes¬ 
thetic  integrity  of  this  lovely  specimen  is  not  harmed.  Tiny,  spidery 
die  breaks  on  the  reverse,  one  from  the  rim  to  the  shield,  and  an¬ 
other  through  the  tops  of  INDE.  Not  particularly  rare,  but  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  this  nice! 

Weight:  146.5  grains;  Diameter:  28.6mm. 


1061  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  31.2-r.3.  EF.  A 

few  tiny  flan  fissures  present,  otherwise  smooth  tan  surfaces.  Ob¬ 
verse  die  crack  through  point  of  wreath  to  cinquefoil.  Reverse  die 
crack  through  tops  of  INDE.  Quite  scarce  this  nice. 

Weight:  144.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.4mm;  Die  alignment:  360°. 

1062  1787  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  38-1.2.  Rarity-4. 

EF.  The  AUCIORI  variety,  with  an  I  punched  in  place  of  a  T  in 
AUCTORI.  Shift  strike  doubling  noted  on  most  features.  Pleasing 
deep  tan  surfaces  display  some  tiny,  natural  marks,  otherwise  a 
problem-free  specimen. 

Weight:  127.6  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 


1063  1788  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M  7-E.  Rarity-5.  AU. 

A  scarce  variety,  especially  when  this  nicely  preserved.  Flawless, 
glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  A  natural  obverse  edge  lamination 
at  EC  carries  over  to  the  D  of  INDE  on  the  reverse,  another  tiny, 
natural  lamination  follows  ET.  Aside  from  these  two  tiny,  natural 
flaws,  no  other  imperfections  are  seen.  Nicely  centered  and 
sharply  struck,  with  overall  quality  close  to  Taylor:2700,  that  speci¬ 
men  called  “among  the  finest  known.” 

Weight:  95.8  grains;  Diameter:  27.6mm;  Die  alignment:  360°. 

Elusive  1788  Connecticut  Copper 

Miller  10-C,  Rarity-6 
Flip-Over  Double  Strike 


1064  1788  Connecticut  copper.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  M  10-C.  Rarity-6.  EF. 

Overstruck  on  a  Nova  Constellatio  copper,  Pointed  Rays  style, 
probably  1785.  Smooth  tan  surfaces  free  of  circulation  marks.  A 


hint  of  striking  weakness  at  the  rims,  not  uncommon  for  this  vari¬ 
ety.  At  or  very  near  the  Condition  Census  for  the  variety.  Sharp 
design  details  on  both  sides.  An  important  Connecticut  copper  in 
this  state  of  preservation. 

Weight:  106.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.7mm. 

The  overstrike  feature,  while  not  particularly  unusual,  docs  lend  a  generous 
measure  of  interest,  in  effect  creating  two  coins  in  one.  It  is  believed  that  most 
overstrikes  were  made  by  coiners  (particularly  at  Machin's  Mills)  who  bought 
up  quantities  of  halfpenny-sized  copper  pieces  in  the  marketplace,  and 
overstruck  them  with  dies  to  create  varieties  that  traded  at  a  higher  value. 
Typically,  such  overstrikes  are  most  often  seen  in  the  Connecticut  and  Ver¬ 
mont  series  of  the  1787  and  1788  years.  Undertypes  vary  and  include  Nova 
Constellatio  coppers,  Irish  halfpence,  and  even  other  state  coinages.  One  vari¬ 
ety  of  1787  New  Jersey  copper,  Maris  56-n,  is  nearly  always  found  overstruck, 
usually  on  Connecticut  coppers.  On  the  other  hand,  Massachusetts  coppers  of 
1787  and  1788  are  not  known  overstruck  on  other  coins  to  our  knowledge; 
however,  a  few  Massachusetts  cents  were  used  as  undertypes  by  the  Machin’s 
Mills  coiners. 


1065  1788  Connecticut  copper.  Draped  Bust  Left.  M  16.3-N.  AU. 

Struck  from  clashed  dies,  mostly  evident  on  the  obverse.  Medium 
brown  surfaces.  Well  centered  with  strong  design  elements  on  the 
obverse.  The  reverse  is  slightly  weak  at  the  center,  a  frequent  oc¬ 
currence  in  this  die  marriage,  but  all  peripheral  details  (branch, 
legends,  date)  are  sharp.  Chocolate  brown. 

Weight:  140.4  grains;  Diameter:  27.8mm. 

Scarce  1786  New  Jersey  Copper 

Maris  12-G,  Rarity-5 
The  Norweb  Specimen 


1066  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Maris  12-G.  Rarity-5.  EF.  Rahway  Mint. 
One  of  the  scarce  No  Coulter  varieties.  Ex  Norweb,  there  de¬ 
scribed  as  “Nicknamed  the  ‘Shaggy  Head’  variety,  due  to  the  curly 
appearance  of  the  horse’s  mane.  Deep  brown  with  bright  golden 
high  points.  Microscopic  reverse  porosity.  Far  superior  to  Tay- 
lor:2162,  nicer  than  Garrett:  1397.”  An  important  opportunity  for 
the  New  Jersey  copper  specialist. 

Weight:  169.1  grains;  Diameter:  28.0mm;  Die  alignment:  352°. 

Purchased  by  the  Norweb  fa  mily  from  Richard  Picker ,  1958;  from  our 
sale  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  Part  l,  October  198 /,  Lot  1312. 

1067  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Bridle  variety.  M  18-M.  EF.  Rahway  Mint. 
The  Bridle  variety,  so-called  owing  to  a  vertical  die  break  that  ex¬ 
tends  downward  from  the  horse’s  muzzle  in  the  manner  of  a 
bridle.  Microscopically  porous.  Chocolate  brown. 

Weight:  155.3  grains;  Diameter:  27.8mm. 
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1068  1786  New  Jersey  copper.  Wide  Shield  reverse.  M  21-N.  EF. 

Rahway  Mint.  A  pleasing  tan  specimen,  free  of  unsightly  circula¬ 
tion  marks.  Slightly  off-center  to  the  bottom  of  the  obverse,  per¬ 
fectly  centered  on  the  reverse. 

Weight:  157.5  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 


High-Grade  1787  M  43-d  N.J.  Copper 


1069  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  M  43-d.  EF.  Rahway  Mint.  A  fairly  com¬ 
mon  variety  that  becomes  quite  scarce  once  this  grade  level  is 
reached.  Sharp  and  attractive  with  medium  brown  surfaces.  Well 
centered  and  well  preserved. 

Weight:  155.7  grains;  Diameter:  27.1mm. 

Choice  1787  M  54-k  New  Jersey  Copper 

The  Serpent  Head  Variety 


1070  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Serpent  Head  variety.  M  54-k.  Rarity-3. 

EF.  Attributed  by  Breen  to  a  certain  Mr.  Hatfield  of  Elizabeth,  oth¬ 
erwise  an  enigmatic  issue.  The  Serpent  Head  variety,  so-named 
due  to  the  horse’s  neck,  which  has  a  curve  resembling  that  of  a  sea 
serpent  of  old  or,  in  more  modern  times,  the  typical  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  Loch  Ness  monster.  Significantly  finer  than  Tay- 
lor:2242,  where  it  is  noted,  “Examples  of  this  issue  are  always 
lightly  struck  and  are  on  underweight  planchets.”  This  specimen 
may  be  underweight,  but  there  the  comparison  stops.  Sharply 
struck  on  both  sides  with  many  of  the  finest  design  elements 
boldly  presented.  Choice  and  rare  this  nice. 

Weight:  109.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.0mm. 


Choice  1787  New  Jersey  Copper 

Maris  56-n,  Camel  Head  Variety 
Ex  Maris,  Ellsworth,  Garrett,  Picker 


1071  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  Camel  Head  variety.  M  56-n.  EF, 

choice.  Attributed  to  Machin’s  Mills.  Overstruck,  possibly  on  an 
English  halfpenny,  probably  counterfeit,  only  GEORGIVS  III  REX 
visible  on  the  New  Jersey  coin’s  reverse,  portions  of  those  legends 
indistinct,  the  obverse  displays  what  may  be  the  stripes  of  a  shield 
at  the  horse’s  shoulder.  Reddish  tan.  Sharply  struck  with  a  few 
small,  stray  marks.  Still  an  extremely  pleasing  coin. 

Weight:  122.7  grains;  Diameter:  27.5mm. 

Maris’s  obverses  56  and  58,  along  with  his  reverse  m,  have  been  attributed  to 
Machin’s  Mills  by  Walter  Breen.  They  are  typically  found  overstruck  on  just 
about  any  contemporary  copper  coin  that  was  handy  to  Machin’s  famous 
“hardware”  manufacturing  facility  on  the  shore  of  Orange  Pond  in  Newburgh, 
New  York. 

Ex  Maris,  Ellsworth,  Garrett,  Picker:232. 


1787  “PLURIBS”  New  Jersey  Copper 

Maris  60-p 


1072  1787  New  Jersey  copper.  PLURIBS  variety.  M  60-p.  Rarity-4.  EF. 

Morristown  Mint.  The  PLURIBS  error,  and  a  desirable  type  as 
such.  Chocolate  brown.  Well  centered  on  a  nice,  problem-free 
flan.  Weakness  at  the  center  of  the  reverse  shield,  typical  for  the 
variety.  All  other  design  elements  sharp.  Scarce,  especially  at  this 
grade. 

Weight:  155.8  grains;  Diameter:  30.7mm. 


High-Grade  1788  Maris  50-f  New  Jersey 

Horse’s  Head  Left  Variety 
The  Earle  Specimen 


1073  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  Horse’s  Head  Left  variety.  M  50-f.  Rar¬ 

ity-4.  EF.  Attributed  to  Thomas  Goadsby.  One  of  three  Horse’s 
Head  Left  varieties  in  the  New  Jersey  copper  series.  All  legends 
and  date  full  and  sharp.  Obverse  field  swollen  below  REA  and  at 
the  plow  handles,  with  liny  die  cracks  in  the  same  area,  one  of 
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which  extends  to  the  date.  Reverse  shield  weak  in  areas.  Tiny  re¬ 
verse  edge  clip  at  7:00.  Glossy  medium  brown,  and  finer  than 
many  specimens  that  have  traded  in  the  numismatic  marketplace 
in  recent  memory. 

Weight:  160.6  grains;  Diameter:  28.7mm. 

As  a  class,  1788-dated  New  Jersey  coppers  are  highly  prized  and  are,  in  fact, 
significantly  rarer  than  either  of  the  preceding  two  dates. 

Accompanied  by  a  small,  one-inch  square  piece  of  decades-old  paper, 
upon  which  is  written  on  one  side  in  fine  Spencerian  script  “Earle  Sale/ 
June  27  1912/No  2095/ip,  ”  and  on  the  other  side  “ 1788  NEW  JER- 
SEY/50-f  Fine.  ” 


Outstanding  1788  Running  Fox  Copper 

New  Jersey,  Maris  77-dd 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1074  1788  New  Jersey  copper.  Running  Fox  variety.  M  77-dd.  Rarity-2. 

AU.  Attributed  to  John  Bailey  in  New  York  City.  One  of  two  Run¬ 
ning  Fox  varieties  (the  other  being  Maris  75-bb).  Medium  tan.  Well 
struck  with  strong  central  detail.  An  important  offering  at  the  as¬ 
signed  grade  level. 

Weight:  151.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.2mm. 

Ex  Yale  Sale,  Stack’s,  December  4,  1971,  Lot  52. 


Uncirculated  1787  Massachusetts  1/2  Cent 

Ryder  4-C 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1075  1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  4-C.  Uncirculated.  Lustrous 
medium  tan  surfaces  display  hints  of  subdued  red.  A  pleasing 
specimen  overall. 

Weight:  81.1  grains;  Diameter:  23.9mm. 

The  production  of  Massachusetts  copper  coins  1787-1788  proceeded  apace 
until  an  audit  showed  that  it  cost  the  state-operated  mint  twice  face  value  for 
each  piece  produced!  The  facilities  were  shuttered  forthwith.  It  is  said  that  the 
voyage  of  the  Columbia  and  Washington  to  the  Pacific  Northwest  in  the  same 
decade  included  some  Massachusetts  copper  pieces  for  barter,  exchange,  and 
distribution  as  souvenirs.  Among  the  popular  state  coinages  of  the  decade— 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Vermont,  and  Massachusetts— the  issues  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  were  by  far  the  best  and  most  consistently  struck.  These  issues  also 
represented  the  first  time  that  the  word  CENT  was  used  as  part  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  coin  denomination. 


1787  Massachusetts  Cent 

Horned  Eagle  Variety 


1076  1787  Massachusetts  cent.  R  2b-A.  AU.  The  popular  Horned  Eagle 

variety,  so-named  due  to  a  reverse  die  break  that  reaches  from  the 
eagle’s  head  to  the  H  above,  this  variety  comes  in  many  different 
stages  of  die  break  development.  Strong  design  details  and  choco¬ 
late  brown  surfaces. 

Weight:  163.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.8mm. 
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1077  1787  Machin’s  Mills  counterfeit  British  halfpenny.  Vlack  18-87c. 
EF.  Usually  a  variety  that  is  encountered  on  dark  and  porous  flans. 
This  lightly  striated,  medium  tan  specimen  is  a  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  handiwork  of  Captain  Thomas  Machin  and  his  part¬ 
ners.  Strong  design  details  for  the  grade  and  type. 

Weight:  119.4  grains;  Diameter:  27.1mm. 

1078  “1781"  North  American  token.  Copper.  Breen-1144.  EF.  Back¬ 
dated  to  1781,  and  struck  from  purposefully  worn  dies  to  simulate 
wear.  In  all,  a  sharper  specimen  than  normally  seen.  Lustrous 
deep  brown  surfaces. 

Weight:  115.8  grains;  Diameter:  27.7mm. 

M.W.  Dickeson’s  American  Numismatical  Manual,  1859,  stated  there  were 
“two  types"  of  this  particular  issue,  but  in  the  many  years  since  then,  no  sec¬ 
ond  type  has  ever  been  described  in  a  numismatic  catalogue. 


Uncirculated  Bar  Copper  or  Cent 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1079  Undated  (circa  1785).  Bar  copper  or  cent.  Breen-1145.  Uncircu¬ 
lated.  Among  the  most  popular  of  all  “colonial”  issues.  Indeed, 
many  non-numismatists  are  familiar  with  the  design  type,  and  of¬ 
ten  refer  to  them  as  “bar  pennies.”  Well  centered  with  complete 
denticles  on  both  sides.  Lustrous  medium  tan  surfaces  display  a 
hint  of  rose  and  blue  gloss.  Diagnostics:  die  crack  at  center  of  re¬ 
verse,  and  small  spur  from  underside  of  second  bar,  present  on  all 
genuine  specimens. 

Weight:  86.1  grains;  Diameter:  24.4mm. 

This  design  seems  to  have  been  copied  from  a  Continental  Army  uniform 
button.  Pieces  are  said  to  have  appeared  in  circulation  in  New  York  City  in 
1785  thus  providing  a  date  for  the  issue.  The  maker  has  never  been  identified. 
The  pieces  bear  no  denomination  or  inscriptions  apart  from  the  monogram 
USA,  and  are  presumed  to  have  traded  at  the  value  of  one  cent. 


1080  1736  Auctori  Flebis  copper.  HISPANIOLA  reverse.  Breen-1 149. 
Fine  to  VF  for  the  type.  A  rare  copper  type  that  is  loosely  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  American  colonial  series  due  to  its  AUCTORI 
PLEBIS  connection,  this  relationship  dating  back  to  Crosby  ( 1875) 
if  not  earlier.  Obverse:  •  AUCTORI*  •  PLEBIS*  around  bust  to 
right,  IC  below  bust.  Reverse:  HISPANIOLA  above  Hibernia  style 
harp,  date  divided  by  base  of  harp.  Mark-free,  medium  tan  sur¬ 
faces. 

Weight:  99.5  grains;  Diameter:  27.3mm. 

1081  “17336”  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  HISPANIOLA  reverse.  Breen- 
1 148.  Fine.  Blundered  die  variety,  thus  giving  the  improbable  date 
of  “17336.”  Obverse:  *AUCTORI*  *PLEBIS*  around  bust  to 
right,  nothing  below  bust.  Reverse:  HISPANIOLA  above  Hibernia 
style  harp,  date  not  separated  by  harp  bottom.  Medium  to  deep 
tan,  problem-free  surfaces. 

Weight:  88.4  grains;  Diameter:  26.2mm. 

1082  1787  Auctori  Plebis  copper.  Breen-1 147,  Crosby  IX,  15.  AU.  Well 

struck  for  the  issue.  Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces.  Late  reverse 
die  state,  die  crack  arcs  from  globe,  over  Liberty’s  head,  then  be¬ 
hind  her  to  the  anchor  point  below. 

Weight:  120.5  grains;  Diameter:  27.5mm. 

This  issue  was  produced  in  England  and  is  part  of  the  conder  token  series. 
The  obverse  motif  is  a  direct  copy  of  a  contemporary  Connecticut  copper. 


1083  “1789”  Mott  token.  Thin  planchet.  Plain  edge.  Breen-1021, 
Crosby  EX,  17.  Uncirculated.  Considerably  scarcer  than  its  thick 
planchet  counterpart.  From  the  early  state  of  the  dies  with  no  ob¬ 
verse  cracks  or  rust  and  no  cud  at  the  clock  face;  this  early  die  state 
is  rare.  Well  centered  and  sharply  struck  with  reflective  surfaces  on 
both  sides.  Medium  tan  with  a  hint  of  red. 

Weight:  132.4  grains;  Diameter:  28.2mm. 

Dr.  Angel  Pietri  recently  asked  for  your  editor’s  contribution  to  a  mini-fo- 
rum  on  this  coin  to  be  conducted  in  the  journal  of  the  Colonial  Coin  Collec¬ 
tors  Club.  Our  feeling  (with  no  absolute  proof)  is  that  this  piece,  although 
dated  1789,  was  made  at  a  later  date,  possibly  as  late  as  1839,  which  would 
have  been  the  firm’s  50th  anniversary,  and  an  occasion  to  have  the  piece 
struck.  On  the  other  hand,  Charles  I.  Bushnell  wrote  fairly  extensively  on  this 
piece  circa  1858-1859,  and  had  it  been  produced  in  1839,  he  might  have 
known  this  (in  the  decade  of  the  1850s  Bushnell  was  probably  America’s  lead¬ 
ing  numismatic  researcher). 

In  the  late  19th  century  many  interesting  descriptions  of  the  Mott  token  ap¬ 
peared  in  auction  catalogues.  One  citation  stated  that  all  pieces  were  pro¬ 
duced  beginning  in  1789,  continuing  a  bit  later,  but  when  the  large,  thick 
United  States  cent  appeared  in  1793,  the  Mott  coiners  decided  to  strike  thick- 
planchet  pieces  as  well!  Others  called  thin  planchet  pieces  originals  and  thick 
planchet  pieces  restrikes,  stating  when  and  by  whom  restriking  took  place. 
Some  varieties  may  have  been  struck  over  English  conder  tokens.  William  T. 
Anton,  Jr.,  reported  the  existence  of  a  specimen  struck  over  an  1839  U.S.  cent, 
with  the  date  1839  still  visible;  we  have  not  been  able  to  examine  this  piece. 
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Albany  Church  Penny  Rarity 

Copper,  No  D  Variety 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1084  (1790)  Albany  Church  penny.  Copper.  No  D  variety.  Breen-1169, 
Rulau  E-NY  1.  EF.  Counterstamped  on  worn-out  coppers  about 
January  4,  1790,  for  use  by  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Al¬ 
bany,  New  York.  Two  styles  are  known,  with  and  without  a  D 
above  CHURCH,  both  are  equally  rare.  One  of  just  a  dozen  or  so 
pieces  known.  Counterstamp  sharp  and  well  centered.  Surfaces 
dark  brown  with  a  touch  of  microscopic  porosity.  Choice  overall 
for  the  type. 

Weight:  91.0  grains;  Diameter:  28.2mm. 

This  issue  has  a  curious  history.  Officials  of  the  church  had  a  problem  with 
counterfeit  coins  and  other  items  of  no  value  being  put  in  collection  plates, 
and  decided  to  make  up  batches  of  these  copper  pennies,  and  sell  them  in 
groups  to  parishioners,  who  could  then  use  them  as  part  of  the  offering. 


1085  (1792-94)  Kentucky  token.  Breen-1156,  Crosby  IX,  26,  Dalton  8c 
Hamer-59,  Lancashire.  Uncirculated.  LANCASTER  edge. 
Breen’s  “Heavy  London  Standard”  for  weight  classification.  Re¬ 
flective  tan  surfaces  exhibit  warm  red  tones.  Early  obverse  die 
state,  hairline  crack  just  forming  at  hand  and  scroll. 

Weight:  183.9  grains;  Diameter:  28.7mm. 

Pieces  with  the  edge  inscription  including  LANCASTER  are  at  least  10  times 
rarer  than  plain  edge  examples. 


1086  1794  Franklin  Press  token.  Plain  edge.  Breen-1165,  Crosby  IX, 

16,  D&H-307a,  Middlesex.  Uncirculated.  Early  die  state,  no  cud 
at  printing  press.  Lustrous  deep  tan  surfaces.  Famous  for  its  asso¬ 
ciation  with  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  worked  at  a  printer’s  press  in 
London  in  1726. 

Weight:  115.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 

Between  January  and  July  1726,  the  young  Benjamin  Franklin  worked  at 
Watts’s  Printing  Works  in  Wyld  Street,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields,  London.  Franklin 
revisited  the  site  of  his  youthful  employment  in  1768,  which  was  under  the 
new  ownership  of  Cox  8c  Bayliss,  later  Cox  8c  Sons. 


1087 


1794  Talbot  Allum  8c  Lee  cent.  New  York.  Small  ampersand  vari¬ 
ety.  Breen-1032,  Crosby  IX,  18,  Fuld-4.  Proof.  Edge:  PAYABLE 
AT  THE  STORE  OF.  Medium  brown  with  some  red  on  the  re¬ 
verse.  Highly  reflective  surfaces.  Some  faint  obverse  hairlines. 

Weight:  156.7  grains;  Diameter:  28.9mm. 

In  the  19th  century  it  was  generally  considered  that  Talbot,  Allum  8c  Lee 
cents  dated  1794  were  more  plentiful  than  those  dated  1795.  Today  in  1997 
the  situation  is  reversed.  Such  copper  pieces  are  treated  in  some  detail  in  Dave 
Bowers’  new  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards ,  available  from  your 
local  coin  shop  or  from  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Publications  Department. 


1088  1795  Talbot  Allum  8c  Lee  cent.  Thick  flan.  Breen-1035,  Crosby 
IX,  20,  Fuld-1.  Uncirculated.  Edge:  WE  PROMISE  TO  PAY  THE 
BEARER  ONE  CENT.  A  hint  of  red  on  reflective  tan  surfaces. 
Choice. 

Weight:  152.4  grains;  Diameter:  28.9mm. 
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Proof  1796  Myddelton  Token 

Silver  Striking 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1089  1796  Myddelton  token.  Silver.  Breen-1073,  Crosby  IX,  22,  Rulau- 
E  KY  2.  Proof.  Conrad  Kiichler’s  die  work  for  the  Myddelton  to¬ 
ken  patterns  is  considered  by  many  to  be  near  the  very  top  of  the 
engraver’s  art. 

On  the  obverse  the  goddess  Hope,  with  anchor  behind  her,  pre¬ 
sents  two  children  to  Liberty  holding  a  liberty  pole.  A  cornucopia 
overflows  behind  Liberty,  signifying  the  bountiful  riches  of  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  a  wreathed  seedling  between  Liberty  and  the  children 
symbolizes  the  potential  growth  of  Myddelton’s  project.  On  the 
reverse  sits  a  dejected  and  defeated  Britannia,  holding  her  spear 
point-down.  A  fasces,  broken  sword,  and  other  implements  of  war 
lie  at  her  feet.  The  object  of  her  attention,  however,  seems  to  be  a 
liberty  cap. 

Perhaps  just  two  dozen  specimens  are  currently  known  of  this 
prized  rarity.  A  counterpart  exists  in  copper  and  is  rarer  yet.  On 
the  present  specimen,  highly  reflective  fields  and  frosty  devices 
display  various  shades  of  deep  blue  and  silver.  A  lovely  piece.  Cer¬ 
tainly,  this  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  issues  associated  with  the 
Early  American  series. 

Weight:  179.8  grains;  Diameter:  28.9mm;  Die  alignment:  180°,  coin  turn. 

Philip  Parry  Price  of  Myddelton  owned  an  enormous  parcel  of  land  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  by  1795,  he  had  enticed  many  English  farmers  to  emigrate  to  his 
Kentucky  holdings.  In  1796,  Conrad  Kiichler,  an  engraver  at  the  Soho  Mint, 
Birmingham,  was  commissioned  to  create  dies  for  this  piece.  (Shortly  thereaf¬ 
ter,  the  same  engraver  would  receive  a  commission  from  America  to  create 
the  beautiful  and  extremely  rare  Washington  Seasons  medals.) 

The  reverse  type  of  the  dejected  and  defeated  Britannia  probably  was  in¬ 
tended  to  show  the  goddess’  loss  of  English  citizens  to  America,  a  sad  situa¬ 
tion  The  enterprise  is  said  to  have  earned  Price  a  stint  in  Newgate  prison  in 
August,  1796,  for  “enticing  artificers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.”  This 
effectively  ended  Price’s  plans  for  a  Kentucky  settlement,  as  well  as  coinage  for 
the  same. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  more  about  Philip  Parry  Price,  and  his  life,  to 
se«  brochures  and  prospectuses  associated  with  the  Kentucky  venture,  and  to 
lc.it  n  A'fiat  specific  lands  in  Kentuc  ky  were  set  aside  for  the  project.  Should 
any  reader  have  such,  we  would  be  pleased  to  provide  space  in  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  for  a  feature  on  the  subject. 


1796  Myddelton/Copper  Company  Token 

“Original”  in  Copper,  Circa  1802-03 


1090  1796  P.P.P.  Myddelton  token  obverse,  with  allegorical  scene, 
combined  with  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  halfpenny 
reverse.  Breen- 1076,  Crosby  EX,  23,  Breton-722.  Proof  in  copper. 

Struck  circa  1802-03  from  the  original  Myddelton  obverse  die, 
now  coupled  with  a  die  for  halfpennies  of  the  Copper  Company  of 
Upper  Canada.  Brown.  Some  light  hairlines  on  both  sides.  Rare. 

Weight:  161.7  grains;  Diameter:  29.0mm;  Die  alignment:  360°,  medal  turn. 

The  P.P.P./ Copper  Company  muling  was  created  circa  1802-1803  as  part  of 
a  displaced  set  by  the  Soho  Mint,  to  stir  up  some  business  for  its  high-quality 
coinage  products.  Both  dies  were  on  the  shelf,  the  Price  die  dating  from  1796 
and  the  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  piece  from  circa  1794.  These 
were  combined  in  a  very  artistic  and  pleasing  way,  to  create  the  piece  offered 
here.  All  pieces  were  struck  with  Proof  finish.  None  ever  circulated  or  were 
distributed  to  the  general  public. 

Over  the  years  very  few  cabinets  of  pieces  related  to  early  America  have  in¬ 
cluded  an  example  of  this  issue.  Indeed,  in  our  own  experience  with  this  field, 
we  have  had  more  regular  1796  Myddelton  tokens  in  copper  and  silver  than 
we  have  of  the  presently-offered  die  combination.  Here,  indeed,  is  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  important  opportunity. 

In  the  early  1890s,  J.  Rochelle  Thomas,  of  London,  made  “restrikes”  (not 
quite  the  proper  word  as  there  were  no  originals)  combining  a  new  obverse 
die  showing  the  River  God  and  signed  “poinchon,”  with  a  copy  or  otherwise 
not  earlier  known  reverse  die  relating  to  the  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada.  TheJ.  Rochelle  Thomas  situation  is  completely  unrelated  to  the  to¬ 
ken  offered  in  this  lot,  and  is  mentioned  only  in  passing. 


Original  Proof  1796  Castorland  Jeton 

Silver,  Reeded  Edge 


1091  1796  Castorland  jeton  or  demi  ecu.  Breen-1058.  Proof.  Struck  for 

use  in  the  New  York  state  area  known  as  Castorland,  after  castor, 
the  French  word  for  beaver.  No  cracks  or  bulge  on  reverse.  Reflec¬ 
tive  fields  and  frosted  devices  toned  in  blue  and  lavender. 

Weight:  220.7  grains;  Diameter:  31.1mm. 

Like  the  P.P.P.  Myddelton  tokens  of  the  same  date,  the  Castorland  jetons 
tell  a  story  of  thwarted  colonization  attempts  in  America.  During  the  French 
Revolution  many  French  families  sought  refuge  in  Canada  and  America.  One 
Frenchman,  Pierre  Chassanis,  bought  some  630,000  acres  in  upstate  New 
York,  with  the  idea  of  colonizing  the  area.  His  colony  succeeded  at  first,  de¬ 
spite  the  fact  that  the  intractable  locals  were  of  little  help.  A  mill,  forge,  and 
canal  were  all  built,  and  two  villages  were  established,  Castorville  and 
Carthage. 

A  trustee,  Rudolph  Tillier,  brought  the  Castorland  jetons  with  him  to 
America,  direct  from  the  Paris  Mint.  Many  were  evidently  placed  into  circula¬ 
tion  at  the  time,  as  the  majority  of  survivors  show  evidence  of  extensive  use. 
Various  epidemics,  affecting  both  the  settlers  and  their  livestock,  served  to 
decimate  the  fledgling  villages.  In  the  spring  of  1796,  most  of  the  operating 
funds  of  the  colony  were  stolen.  By  now,  more  and  more  of  the  original  set 
tiers  were  leaving  the  area,  disenchanted  with  the  outcome.  Many  returned  to 
France  and  others  went  south  to  Louisiana  Territory  Chassanis  passed  away 
in  November  1803.  in  Paris.  By  1814,  all  that  remained  of  the  Castorland 
settlement  were  some  local  geographic  names  and  a  few  surviving  jetons 
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1787  Cross  after  Date  Fugio 


1092  1787  Fugio  cent.  Cross  After  Date,  Pointed  Rays.  UNITED 
STATES.  Kessler  Newman  1-B.  Rarity-5.  EF.  One  of  four  Fugio 
cent  varieties  to  share  the  Cross  after  Date  obverse  style.  From  a 
heavily  clashed  state  of  the  dies,  with  strong  impressions  of  the 
opposite  die  on  both  sides.  Medium  tan  with  some  tiny  toning 
spots.  A  pleasing  example  of  a  desirable  type  issue. 

Weight:  162.0  grains;  Diameter:  28.5mm. 


Rare  1787  KN  1-Z  Fugio  Cent 

Cross  After  Date  Obverse 
Raised  Label  Reverse 


( photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1093  1787  Fugio  cent.  Cross  After  Date,  Pointed  Rays.  STATES 
UNITED.  KN  1-Z.  Rarity-7.  EF.  A  notable  rarity  in  all  grades,  and 
always  popular  as  a  type  issue  as  well.  The  only  one  of  four  Cross 
After  Date  varieties  with  the  Raised  Label  reverse.  A  very  tiny  rim 
bruise  is  seen  above  the  first  7  in  the  date,  otherwise  a  problem- 
free  specimen  of  this  rare  variety. 

Weight:  144.7  grains;  Diameter:  28.3mm;  Die  alignment:  360°. 

This  rare  reverse  (Kessler-Ncwman’s  “Z,  )  with  the  Raised  Label  style,  saw 
other  usage  during  the  era  of  Fugio  cent  mintage  and  was  coupled  with  ob¬ 
verses  that  featured  a  cinquefoil  after  the  date. 


1094  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays,  UNITED  STATES.  KN  8-B.  Un¬ 
circulated.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  display  plenty  of  red  in  the 
protected  design  areas.  A  touch  of  obverse  weakness  at  ESS  of 
BUSINESS,  all  other  design  elements  sharp.  No  doubt  a  specimen 
from  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard. 

Weight:  140.8  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 

Many  examples  of  KN  8-B  were  in  the  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard,  an  old-time 
hoard  of  Fugio  cents  that  remained  in  its  original  shipping  barrel  for  over  a 
century,  before  being  distributed  over  the  course  of  several  decades  by  various 
Bank  of  New  York  officials.  This  hoard  is  detailed  in  the  newly-published 
book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards ,  by  Q.  David  Bowers. 

1095  1787  Fugio  cent.  1  over  horizontal  1  in  date,  Pointed  Rays, 
STATES  UNITED.  KN  10-T.  Rarity-5.  VF.  A  popular  blundered- 
die  variety.  The  first  digit  of  the  date  was  cut  in  the  wrong  posi¬ 
tion,  then  corrected.  Medium  brown  with  tan  high  points.  A  few 

•  tiny  rim  marks,  lightly  porous. 

Weight:  153.3  grains;  Diameter:  28.3mm. 

Purchased  from  Hollinbeck  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  by  the  Norweb 
family  on  May  1,  1956;  from  our  sale  of  The  Norweb  Collection ,  Part  III, 
November  1988,  Lot  3527. 


1096  1787  Fugio  cent.  Pointed  Rays,  STATES  UNITED.  KN  13-X.  Un¬ 
circulated.  Lustrous  chocolate  brown  surfaces  display  a  hint  of 
red.  Another  variety  that  owes  its  general  availability  in  Mint  State 
grades  to  the  Bank  of  New  York  Hoard. 

Weight:  180.1  grains;  Diameter:  28.2mm. 


1787  “New  Haven  Restrike”  In  Silver 


1097  1787  Fugio  cent.  “New  Haven  Restrike.”  Silver.  KN  104-FF.  Rar¬ 

ity-6.  AU.  Deep  silver  gray  at  the  rims,  lighter  toward  the  centers. 
Lustrous.  A  popular  adjunct  to  the  Fugio  cent  series,  the  so-called 
New  Haven  restrikes  were  actually  struck  nearly  a  century  after  the 
original  coinage  began.  Narrow  reverse  rings  on  the  “restrikes” 
have  no  counterparts  among  originals;  there  ate  ceitain  othet  dif¬ 
ferences  as  well. 

Weight:  176.3  grains;  Diameter:  29.3mm. 

Sometime  circa  1860,  Scovill,  of  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  made  new  dies 
patterned  after  the  original  Fugio  cent  dies  of  some  75  years  earlier.  These 
new  dies  were  used  to  strike  impressions  in  various  alloys  of  copper,  now 
called  “vellow"  and  “red.”  plus  silver  and  gold,  of  which  the  copper  specimens 
are  bv  far  the  most  common.  Narrow  reverse  rings  on  the  restrikes  are  a  suit 
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way  to  tell  a  "New  Haven”  piece;  when  side  by  side  with  an  original  Fugio  cent, 
other  differences  become  immediately  apparent. 

Horatio  N.  Rush,  a  widely-roving  gentleman  who  lived  in  New  York,  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  California,  is  believed  responsible  for  the  production  of  these 
pieces.  Today,  Rust’s  name  is  virtually  unknown  except  in  connection  with 
Fugio  “restrikes,”  as  a  contributor  to  S.S.  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  America 
(1875),  and  as  an  honoree  in  Augustus  B.  Sage’s  Numismatic  Gallery  token 
series  (1859). 


Expanding  on  our  commentary  under  the  preceding  lot,  we  note  that  on 
April  29,  1850,  and  the  days  following,  the  effects  of  the  Soho  .Mint,  Birming¬ 
ham,  England,  were  auctioned.  Among  the  items  crossing  the  block  were  “The 
Extremely  Valuable  Collection  of  Dies,”  which,  presumably,  included  dies  for 
the  piece  here  offered.  The  dies  passed  into  the  hands  of  London  coin  dealer 
W.J.  Taylor,  who  made  or  used  working  dies  to  produce  several  different  edge 
and  metal  varieties,  including  hundreds  of  pieces  in  copper,  perhaps  a  few 
dozen  in  silver,  and  just  a  few  in  gold. 


1098  1783  GEORGIVS  TRIUMPHO  copper.  Breen-1184,  Baker-7, 
Crosby  IX,  14.  EF.  Well  struck,  well  centered,  and  well  preserved, 
totally  free  of  unsightly  marks  or  other  distractions.  From  a  middle 
state  of  the  reverse  die,  with  crack  in  field  before  Liberty  just  begin¬ 
ning,  dies  not  yet  clashed.  Medium  tan  and  aesthetically  appealing 
for  an  issue  which  is  generally  seen  in  significantly  lower  grades. 

Weight:  125.9  grains;  Diameter:  28.5mm. 

Ron  Guth  may  have  been  the  first  to  point  out  that  the  1783  date  on  this 
particular  piece  is  virtually  identical  to  that  found  on  certain  Nova  Constellado 
coins  of  the  same  year. 


1102  1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  UNITY  STATES  cent.  Berry 
below  F.  Breen-1188,  Baker-1,  Vlack  27-W.  EF.  A  nice  specimen, 
one  that  exhibits  very  few  of  the  surface  striations  that  usually  ac¬ 
company  this  issue.  A  pleasing  tan  example  of  one  of  the  most 
popular  of  all  Washington  pieces. 

Weight:  115.6  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 

This  issue,  although  dated  1783,  probably  was  produced  circa  1803.  The  re¬ 
verse  is  an  imitation  of  a  contemporary  American  copper  cent,  with  the 
“UNITY  STATES”  spelling  possibly  used  to  evade  counterfeiting  laws. 

1103  1791  Washington  President.  Large  Eagle  cent.  Lettered  edge. 
Breen-1206,  Baker-15,  Crosby  X,  5,  D&H-1049,  Middlesex.  AU. 

Breen’s  Macclesfield  Standard  for  weight.  Edge:  UNITED  STATES 
OF  AMERICA.  Glossy  chocolate  brown  surfaces.  Well  centered 
and  problem-free. 

Weight:  187.8  grains;  Diameter:  29.7mm. 

This  and  the  following,  often  collected  as  a  pair,  may  have  been  patterns  or 
otherwise  tangible  suggestions  for  an  American  federal  coinage. 


1099  1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  Small  Military  Bust.  Copper. 
Engrailed  edge.  Breen-1201,  Baker-4.  EF.  Much  scarcer  than  its 
plain  edge  counterpart.  Obverse  die  cracked  in  several  places,  re¬ 
verse  shows  evidence  of  clashing.  Medium  brown.  Tiny  obverse 
edge  bruise  at  8:00. 

Weight:  115.4  grains;  Diameter:  28.1mm. 

1100  1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  Draped  Bust.  Copper.  Tay¬ 
lor  restrike.  Plain  edge.  Breen-1192,  Baker-3.  Proof.  No 

repunching  at  base  of  7  in  date.  Well  struck.  Highly  reflective 
chestnut  brown  surfaces.  Struck  in  England  in  the  second  half  of 
the  19th  century,  from  dies  sold  at  auction  as  part  of  the  property 
of  the  Soho  Mint.  Again,  the  book  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards  has  a  “spread”  on  this  issue  and  situation. 

Weight:  145.6  grains;  Diameter:  28.3mm. 

London  coin  dealer  W.J.  Taylor  purchased  a  load  of  scrap  from  the  recently 
closed  Soho  Mint  in  1848.  Among  the  scrap  was  a  group  of  old  coinage  dies 
and  letter  punches,  including  the  dies  for  the  Washington  Draped  Bust  coin¬ 
age.  By  1850,  Taylor  had  made  working  dies  for  the  Washington  pieces,  and 
struck  several  different  edge  and  die  combinations  in  various  metals,  includ¬ 
ing  copper,  silver,  and  gold. 

1783  Washington  Draped  Bust 

Silver  Restrike 


1101  1783  Washington  8c  Independence.  Draped  Bust.  Silver.  Taylor 

restrike.  Engrailed  edge.  Breen-1195,  Baker-3.  Proof.  Obverse 
with  O  of  WASHINGTON  and  1  in  date  boldly  repunched,  other 
letters  less  so.  A  reverse  die  crack  runs  through  the  tops  of  ATES, 
following  the  curve  through  the  ocean,  ending  at  a  point  below  the 
seated  Liberty.  Richly  toned  surfaces  give  an  overall  pewter  effect, 
frosty,  matte  like  devices.  Several  orders  rarer  than  the  usually- 
seen  copper  version. 

Wright  152  0  grain*  Diameter:  28  3mm. 


1791  Washington  Small  Eagle  Cent 

Lettered  Edge 


1104  1791  Washington  President.  Small  Eagle  cent.  Lettered  edge. 
Breen-1217,  Baker-16,  Crosby  X,  7,  D&H-1050,  Middlesex.  Un¬ 
circulated.  Edge:  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  Usual  obverse 
die  failure  near  WA.  Glossy  medium  brown  and  tan  surfaces. 
Weight:  194.9  grains;  Diameter:  29.8mm. 


1791  Washington  Liverpool  Halfpenny 

Lettered  Edge 


1105  1791  Washington  President.  Liverpool  Halfpenny.  Lettered 

edge.  Breen-1223,  Baker-17,  Crosby  X,  6,  D&H-116,  Lancashire. 

EF.  A  choice  example  of  a  rare  design  type.  Typical  small  flan  issue 
with  tops  of  peripheral  legends  and  bottom  of  date  missing.  Glossy 
brown  surfaces  with  some  lightness  of  strike  on  the  reverse  ship, 
not  unusual  for  this  issue.  Rare,  perhaps  just  25  or  so  pieces  are 
currently  known  in  all  grades. 

Weight:  133.1  grains;  Diameter:  27.4mm. 
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WASHINGTON  BORN  VIRGINIA  Rarity 

Second  Reverse  Die;  Copper 


1106  (1792)  Washington  Born  Virginia.  Second  Die.  Breen-1239, 
Baker-60,  Crosby  X,  13.  AU.  Second  reverse  die  type,  with  1775 
directly  below  ICAN  of  AMERICAN.  Pleasing  chocolate  brown 
surfaces.  A  few  tiny  edge  bumps  are  of  no  great  importance  when 
the  rarity  and  overall  quality  of  the  specimen  are  considered. 

Weight:  186.4  grains;  Diameter:  30.4mm. 


Rare  1792  Getz  Copper  “Cent” 


1107  1792  G.  Washington  President  I.  Getz  “cent.”  Copper.  Plain 

edge.  Breen-1352,  Baker-25.  VF.  Our  second  consecutive  cata¬ 
logue  offering  of  an  example  of  this  popular  rarity,  the  specimen 
offered  herein  is  considerably  finer  than  that  sold  in  our  May  1997 
sale.  Surfaces  very  slightly  porous,  and  probably  lightly  cleaned 
long  ago.  Still  an  attractive  specimen  when  good  strike,  clean  cen¬ 
tering,  and  a  lack  of  other  surface  problems  are  taken  into  consid¬ 
eration.  Much  nicer  than  the  necessary  adjectival  description  con¬ 
veys.  Rare. 

Weight:  283.7  grains;  Diameter:  35.3mm;  Die  alignment:  360°. 

The  diecutter  for  this  issue  is  said  to  have  been  Peter  Getz,  a  young  me¬ 
chanic  of  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  who  also  distinguished  himself  in  several 
other  areas,  including  making  three  hand-pumped  fire  “engines"  for  the  city. 
If  requested  by  the  successful  bidder,  we  would  be  pleased  to  send  an  ex¬ 
tended  biography  of  Getz. 


Harvest  Time? 

You  have  been  collecting  for  many  years,  possibly 
for  many  decades.  Then  comes  the  time  to  sell.  When 
it  is  “harvest  time”  for  you,  think  of  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.  Telephone  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
director  of  our  auctions,  and  he  will  do  the  rest!  Call 
our  toll-free  number:  (800)  458-4646.  In  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  call  569-5095. 


1792  Washington  Roman  Head  Cent  Rarity 

Blundered  Edge  Lettering 


(photo  enlarged  to  twice  actual  size) 

1108  1792  Washington  President.  Roman  Head  cent.  Copper.  Let¬ 

tered  edge.  Breen-1249,  Baker-19,  Crosby  X,  9.  Proof.  Edge  first 
lettered  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  coin  then  flipped,  and 
edge  re-lettered,  causing  a  jumble  of  inverted  letters;  both  full 
edge  inscriptions  are  clear  and  readable. 

A  prized  rarity  regardless  of  the  edge  lettering  style,  with  per¬ 
haps  15  or  so  specimens  known  in  varying  degrees  of  preserv  ation. 
This  choice  Proof  specimen  presents  tan  mirror  fields  and  lightly 
frosted  motifs,  with  splashes  of  red  in  the  protected  design  areas. 
Some  tiny,  natural  flan  flaws  show  on  Washington’s  cheek,  but  the 
overall  appearance  is  still  superb.  Several  of  the  known  examples 
of  the  Roman  Head  cent  are  in  museum  collections,  and  therefore 
are  currently  unavailable  to  collectors. 

This  issue  has  also  been  called  the  “Naked  Bust  cent,  particu¬ 
larly  in  19th-century  auction  catalogues  by  W.E.  Woodward  and 
others,  where  the  occasional  offering  of  examples  alw  ays  created  a 
great  amount  of  attention.  Indeed,  this  is  one  of  the  foremost  clas¬ 
sic  American  rarities  in  terms  of  auction  enthusiasm  a  century'  or 
so  ago.  Today,  the  variety  is  not  as  well  knowm,  as  collectors  have 
turned  to  other  things,  and  only  connoisseurs  and  specialists  are 
apt  to  delve  into  Washington  coins.  However,  the  desirability  of 
the  issue  remains  undimmed,  and  the  knowing  collector  w'ill  rec¬ 
ognize  that  here,  indeed,  is  a  landmark  opportunity. 

Weight:  184.2  grains;  Diameter:  29.4mm. 

This  may  very  well  be  the  first  reported  announcement  of  the  inverted  edge 
lettering  variety.  If  so,  the  specimen  offered  herein  becomes  unique,  by  de¬ 
fault.  We  do  not  recall  having  seen  a  description  of  a  specimen  w  ith  such  curi¬ 
ous  edge  lettering  before;  most  probably,  the  present  issue  is  one  of  a  kind. 
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Uncirculated  Liberty  and  Security  Penny 


1793/2  Washington  Ship  Halfpenny 

Early  Die  State 


1109  1793/2  Washington  Ship  halfpenny.  ANGLESEY  edge.  Breen- 
1225,  Baker-18,  Crosby  X,  14,  D&H-1051,  Middlesex.  AU.  Glossy 
brown  surfaces.  From  a  relatively  early  state  of  the  reverse  die, 
swelling  just  beginning,  dies  not  yet  clashed.  Edge  reads  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  ANGLESEY  LONDON  OR  LIVERPOOL.  Nicely  cen¬ 
tered,  well  struck,  and  a  rarity  at  this  grade  level. 

Weight:  162.1  grains;  Diameter:  30.2mm. 

From  our  sale  of  the  Estate  of  Abe  Kosoff  November  1985,  Lot  4130. 


1110  1795  Washington.  Grate  token.  London  edge.  Breen-1271, 
Baker-29,  Crosby  X,  16,  D&H-283a,  Middlesex.  Uncirculated. 

Smooth  tan  surfaces.  G.  WASHINGTON  THE  FIRM  FRIEND  TO 
PEACE  &  HUMANITY  around  a  bust  of  same  on  the  obverse, 
PAYABLE  BY  CLARK  &  HARRIS  13  WORMWOOD  St. 
BISHOPSGATE  around  a  fireplace  grate,  with  LONDON/ 1795 
below  the  grate.  Nicer  than  typically  seen. 

Weight:  135.2  grains;  Diameter:  28.5mm. 


1111  1795  George  Washington.  Liberty  &  Security  halfpenny.  LON¬ 

DON  edge.  Breen- 1260,  Baker-31,  Crosby  X,  16,  D&H- 1052a, 
Middlesex.  AU.  Lustrous  brown  surfaces  with  splashes  of  red,  a 
color  not  often  seen  on  this  issue.  Edge  reads  PAYABLE  AT  LON¬ 
DON  LIVERPOOL  OR  BRISTOL.  Some  flatness  of  strike  at  the 
centers,  as  always  seen  on  this  type  (due  to  lack  of  metal  to  fill  the 
die  recesses  opposite  each  other  in  the  coining  press).  Small  reverse 
die  crack  arcs  across  the  coin  from  the  Y  of  LIBERTY,  through  the 
eagle’s  wing  and  head,  and  from  there  to  ECU  of  SECURITY. 

Weight:  148.8  grains;  Diameter:  29.3mm. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Ryder  Collection,  January  1990. 


1112  (1795)  George  Washington.  Liberty  and  Security  penny.  ASY¬ 
LUM  edge,  Plain  rims.  Breen-1254,  Baker-30,  D&H-243, 
Middlesex.  Uncirculated.  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  above  a 
military  bust  of  same,  to  right  on  obverse,  LIBERTY  AND  SECU¬ 
RITY  around  eagle  and  shield  on  reverse.  Attractive  mahogany 
and  olive-brown  toning  on  lustrous,  glossy  surfaces.  Edge:  AN 
ASYLUM  FOR  THE  OPRESS’D  OF  ALL  NATIONS.  Difficult  to 
obtain  this  nice.  Years  ago  such  pieces  were  fairly  readily  available 
in  auction  and  direct  sale  venues,  but  today  the  demand  is  such 
that  examples  are  met  with  only  occasionally.  The  present  piece  is 
indeed  exceptional. 

Weight:  304.8  grains;  Diameter:  33.2mm. 


1113  George  Washington.  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  to¬ 
ken.  Brass.  Plain  edge,  Large  Diameter.  Breen-1287,  Baker-265. 

AU.  Highly  lustrous  with  perhaps  75%  of  the  original  silvering  in¬ 
tact.  Fairly  well  struck  for  the  issue  with  a  small  part  of  the  “all  see¬ 
ing  eye”  visible,  this  area  is  almost  always  very  weak.  Breen’s  “Bob 
Hope  nose”  variety,  with  an  obverse  die  crack  extending  from  the 
rim  behind  Washington’s  head,  through  his  hair,  across  his  cheek, 
and  out  the  tip  of  his  nose  to  the  NG  of  WASHINGTON  and  the 
rim  beyond.  Rare.  Said  by  some  to  have  been  struck  on  occasion  of 
the  second  inauguration  of  Washington  in  1793.  Others,  of  an 
iconoclastic  turn  of  mind,  suggest  that  they  may  have  been  made 
in  the  19th  century.  Dr.  Angel  Pietri  promises  a  mini-forum  on  the 
issue  in  a  forthcoming  number  of  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors 
Club  journal. 

Apparently,  many  of  the  pieces  were  silvered  or  lightly  gilt  at  or 
near  the  time  of  issue,  such  quickly  wearing  away.  Others  were 
produced  without  any  coating. 

Weight:  63.2  grains;  Diameter:  25.0mm. 

The  Washington  Success  tokens,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  were  gener¬ 
ally  struck  in  brass  (although  silver,  copper,  gold,  and  pewter  strikes  also  exist, 
all  are  very  rare),  perhaps  to  celebrate  the  second  inauguration  of  the  Father 
of  our  country  in  1793.  They  were  “silvered,”  or  lightly  gilt,  which  quickly  wore 
away,  leaving  many  of  the  surviving  pieces  without  any  trace  of  the  silvering. 

1 1 14  George  Washington.  SUCCESS  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  to¬ 
ken.  Brass.  Reeded  edge,  Small  Diameter.  Breen- 1289,  Baker- 
267.  AU.  Design  type  essentially  the  same  as  the  Large  Diameter 
variety.  Perhaps  50%  of  the  silvering  remains.  A  pleasing  example 
of  the  scarcer,  smaller  format  variety  of  this  issue,  variously  attrib¬ 
uted  to  circa  1793  or  a  bit  later. 

Weight:  27.6  grains;  Diameter:  18.9mm. 


End  of  Sale 
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DOWERS  AND  MERKNA 


These  close-up  photos  are  of  colonial  coins 
in  the  fabulous  collection  featured  in  the 
preceding  pages.  How  many  can  you 
identify?  Answers  are  at  the  bottom  right. 


eeoi  pue  zm  ^Seam  swuijwq  f  *oi 

0601 

pue  (58ot  s5«l  ‘^sjSAqo  uaqox  uoi3[ppXj\[  -5 
e/,01 501  laddoi  jj3i  pc9H  Aasjaf  a^n  -g 
801 1  5°1  ‘1U31  pE3}q  UBUIOtf  UO}2uiqSB;\\ 

9011 301  ‘jpddcQ 

VINIO'HIA  N>109  NOIONIHSYAX  -9 

l  tO l  J01  ‘ssojq  jo  jsiusi 

jb  sjbuo^biq  ‘usqox  JUBqdapj  uopuoi  -5 

£601 

joi  ‘3SJ3A3-y  pqtq  pasre^  ‘JU3[)  oiSnq 

0601  50 

6e0l  s5°l  l(‘JBn°Q»  AouAjjni  1BJU3UUUG3  -p 

9801 i°l 

‘Ajpub^  pv.aquourq^  \pddo')  inDiiDsuuo  )  7 
6801  501  ‘auu.\|  qAjnq-)  Xireqiy  1 

:sj3A\suy 


Your  coins  ca  n  be  a  part  of  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 


1997-98  Star-Studded 

Auction  Program 


We  invite  you  to  become  a  part  of  our 
spectacular  1997-98  auction  season!  When 
it  comes  time  to  sell,  you  deserve  the  best— 
Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 
Whether  your  collection  is  worth  several 
thousand  dollars  or  millions  of  dollars,  we 
can  realize  the  highest  possible  market 
price  for  you!  What  other  auction  houses 
claim  to  do,  Auctions  by  Bowers  and 

Merena  has  already 
done— and  has  the 
records  to  prove  it! 


Catalogues 
from  our 
recent  and 
upcoming 
auctions. 


An  Unsurpassed  Record 
of  A  uction  Su  ccess! 

Of  the  three  largest  collections  of 

United  States  coins  sold  at  auction, 

we  have  handled  all  three. 

•  The  $44.9  Eliasberg  Collection 

•  The  $25  million  Garrett  Collection 

•  The  $20  million  Norweb  Collection 

In  1996  we  sold  the  first  half  of  the  silver 
portion  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection  including  the  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  for  a  record-breaking  $1,485  million! 
In  our  April  1997  sale  of  the  final  part  of 
this  fabulous  collection  we  sold  the  1804 
dollar  which  shattered  all  previous  auction 
records  selling  for  $1.8  million! 

Of  the  top  10  world  record  prices  for 
United  States  coins  at  auction,  those 
achieving  the  records  have  been: 


r i  ties 


to//, 


January  8,  a 
Orlando.  Slot 


Hons 


Collection 


7  records: 

Bowers  and  Merena 

1  record: 

Competitor  “A” 

1  record: 

Competitor  “  B” 

1  record: 

Competitor  “( 


It  is  also  significant  to  note  that  the  New 
York  Public  Library  selected  us  to  auction 
their  important  reference  collection  of  rare 
coins.  Similarly,  the  Morgan  Guaranty 
Trust  Company,  one  of  New  York  City’s 
largest  and  most  respected  banks,  selected 
us  to  handle  rarities  from  the  Virgil  Brand 
Collection  entrusted  to  them.  And  we  have 
worked  with  many  additional  leading 
institutions  including  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society,  The  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  The  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society,  the  Springfield  Museum  and 
Historical  Association,  and  more  in  the  sale 
of  their  coin  collections. 

More  American  Numismatic  Association 
presidents  have  consigned  their  collections 
to  us  than  to  any  other  firm.  As  well  as 
celebrities  like  Chris  Schekel,  Danny 
Arnold,  and  more. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  we  believe  in 
doing  things  right.  Perhaps  this  is  one 
reason  that  our  publications  have  earned 
more  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  awards 
than  have  those  of  all  of  our  competitors 
combined. 

When  you  consign  to  Bowers  and 

Merena,  you  consign  to  the  most  successful 

rare  coin  auction  firm  in  American  numis- 
*  • 
matic  history! 

Let  our  record  of  success  be  your 
record  of  success,  too!  Call  Dr.  Richard 


A.  Bagg  (our  Director  of  Auctions)  or 
Dave  Bowers  today  (1-800-458-4646)  to 
include  your  coins,  sets  or  important 
individual  pieces  in  our  magnificent 
1996  auction  program.  Just  by  picking 
up  the  phone,  you  will  be  on  your  way  to 
receiving  a  generous  check! 


Our  1997  Auction  Schedule 

September  22-24 

New  York  City 

Now  Accepdng 
Consignments 

November  13-14 

Baltimore 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

Our  1998  Auction  Schedule 

March  5-7 

Baltimore 

Now  Accepdng 
Consignments 

May  29-30 

Los  Angeles 

Now  Accepdng 
Consignments 

August  3 

Pordand,  OR 

Now  Accepdng 
Consignments 

September  14-16 

New  York  City 

Now  Accepting 
Consignments 

Dr.  Richard  Bapg 


Auctions  by 

Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

To  Order  Call:  800-222-5993;  In  NH:  569-5095  •  Fax:  603-569-5319 
_  _ — — - — —— ^ 


The  Rarities  Sale 


Colonial  Coins . 

Half  Cents . 

Large  Cents . 

Small  Cents . 

Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces . 

Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces . 

Half  Dimes . 

Dimes  . 

Twenty-Cent  Pieces . 

Quarter  Dollars . 

Half  Dollars . 

Silver  Dollars . 

Trade  Dollars . 

Gold  Dollars . 

Quarter  Eagles . 

Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces . 

Four-Dollar  Gold . 

Half  Eagles . 

Eagles  . 

Double  Eagles . 

Commemorative  Silver  Coins 
Commemorative  Gold  Coin  .. 

Hawaiian  Coin . 

Pattern  Coins . 

Proof  Sets . 


1-3;  1001-1114 

. 4-11 

. 12-22 

. 23-97 

.  98-110 

. 111-116 

.  117-125 

. 126-138 

. 139-141 

. 142-164 

.  165-205 

.  206-327 

. 328-335 

. 336,  337 

. 338-355 

. 356-358 

. 359 

. 360-372 

. 373-379 

. 380-384 

. 385-393 

. 394 

. 395 

.  396416 

. 417-500 
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ROWERS  AND  MKRE> 


We  cordially  invite  you  to  subscribe  to  all  of  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  periodical  publications  for  the  next  1 2  months. 
Knowledge  is  the  key  to  profit  and  our  publications  put  a 
treasure  trove  of  important  numismatic  facts,  entertaining 
articles,  and,  of  course,  valuable  reference  material  at  your 
fingertips. 

For  just  $95  (to  U.S.  addresses)  you  will 
receive  a  full  12  months  of  auc¬ 
tion  catalogues,  Rare 
Coin  Reviews  and  Coin 
Collector  newspapers. 

This  special  rate  is  just  a 
fraction  of  what  it  costs 
us  to  produce  and  deliver 
these  publications  to  you. 

Here  is  a  sneak  preview  of 
what  you’ll  be  receiving! 


Auction  catalogues: 


Actions  by 


Bowers 


Dr.  Ne 

A"<  I.O\ 


Question  and  Answer  Fomm,  letters  from  readers,  market 
news  and  updates,  research  articles,  and  much,  much  more. 
Edited  by  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers.  (Cover  price  $10) 

•  The  Coin  Collector: 

.  Over  1 5  copies  of  our  illustrated  newspaper  crammed  with 
special  values,  best  buys,  and  new  purchases, — 
together  with  lots  of  interesting 
reading  material!  (Cover 
price  $3) 

Ifyou  are  an  ac¬ 
tive  dealer  or  col¬ 
lector,  being  on  the 
Bowers  and  Merena 
mailing  list  is  a  “must.  ” 
Lots  of  exciting  things 
will  be  coming  your  way 
in  the  next  12  months.  Be 
a  part  of  the  action! 


Six  issues  of  our  superbly  illustrated 
Grand  Format  "  catalogue  featuring 
some  of  the  most  important  rarities  to  cross  the  block.  Each 
sale  highlights  a  wide  variety  of  U.S.  coinage  with  several 
special  events  (for  example,  November  1 997 
in  Baltimore)  which  will  spotlight 
tokens,  medals,  and  Canadian  and 
World  coins.  (Cover  price  $20) 

•  Rare  Coin  Review: 

An  estimated  five  or  six  issues  of  our 
award-winning  magazine  filled  with 
coins  for  sale  in  all  United  States  series, 
a  discount  book  section,  PLUS  a  lively 


To  Subscribe  to  our 
Award-Winning 
Publications: 

All  You  Have  To  Do 

is  take  your  credit  card, 
call  our  toll-free  number — 
1-800-222-5993,  ask  for 
Mary,  and  your  subscrip¬ 
tion  will  be  started!  Or,  re¬ 
turn  the  handy  order  form 
on  the  reverse. 


organization  has  been  one  of  the  most  reputable,  longest- 
established,  and  financially  secure  coin  companies. 

2)  Our  prices  are  excellent  values  for  the  quality  you  receive. 
Our  coins  are  chosen  specifically  for  their  aesthetic 
appeal  in  combination  with  their  technical  grades. 
PLUS,  each  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value  for  you. 
We  promise  that  you  will  like  the  beautiful 
coins  you  receive  from  us!  And  each  and  every 
puchase  you  make  from  us  comes  with  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  guarantee  of  satisfaction. 

3)  We  truly  enjoy  providing  the  best  in 
personal  service.  Each  of  our  clients  becomes 
an  important  member  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
“family”  of  coin  buyers. 

We  invite  you  send  us  a  list  of  the  important,  hard-to-find 
coins  you  are  seeking  in  the  price  range  of  $250  and  up  to 
any  higher  amount. 

We  really  look  forward  to  helping  you  build  a  beautiful 
collection ! 


Take  Advantage  Of  Our 
Want  List  Service. 


Our  Want  List  Service  is  designed  to  fit  your 
personal  numismatic  needs.  By  becoming  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  our  Want  List  Service,  you  can  be  right  in 
the  center  of  the  best  buys  in  America!  We  will  be 
your  eyes  and  ears  on  every  convention  bourse 
floor,  in  our  office  when  old-time  collections  come 
through  our  doors,  and  over  the  telephone  to  dealers 
and  collectors  all  over  the  country. 

Let  us  find  you  the  coins  you  want,  in  the  grades  you  want, 
and  at  prices  that  will  be  a  good  value  for  you.  You  are  under  no 
obligation  to  buy — only  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if  you  wish. 

We  offer  you  these  advantages: 

1)  Since  our  founding  in  1953,  the  Bowers  and  Merena 


□ 


Build  a  truly  meaningful  collection  in  the  most  convenient 
and  enjoyable  way — through  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program.  Whether  you  aspire  to  build  a  type  set 
ol  U.S.  coin  designs  in  copper,  nickel,  silver  or  gold;  a  beautiful 
set  of  Morgan  dollars;  a  classic  set  of  commemorative  coins,  or 
any  other  specialty,  the  C.P.P.  is  the  easiest  and  most  economi¬ 
cal  way  to  do  it.  Programs  are  available  from  $100  per  month 
upward,  and  can  be  charged  to  your  credit  card. 

Let  Us  Design  a  Program  Tailor-Made  for  You: 

*/  You  decide  the  specific  grade  range(s)  you  want. 

\/  ton  decide  the  amount  you  wish  to  spend  each  month. 

%/  You  will  have  first  pick  of  the  finest  coins  that  come 
through  our  doors. 


l/  You  will  receive  a  special  members-only  discount. 

\/  Your  coins  will  be  hand-selected  by  Gail  Watson 
(working  closely  with  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena) 
who  will  get  to  know  you  and  your  collecting  preferences. 

»/  Your  satisfaction  is  completely  guaranteed!  You  may 
return  any  purchase  within  30  days  for  an  instand  refund, 
no  questions  asked.  And,  you  may  cancel  your  member¬ 
ship  at  any  time. 


~\  YES,  Contact  me  about  the  Want  List  Program! 

YES,  Contact  me  about  the  Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

(~1  YES,  I  would  like  to  subscribe  to  Bowers  and  Merena’s  award¬ 
winning  publications! 

YES,  I  would  like  to  order  Dave  Bowers’  new  book, 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards!  (See  page  M2) 

Name  _ _ 

Address 

City _ _ _ State _  Zip _ 

Daytime  Phone _ 

I  would  like  to  pay  by  D  Visa  l“l  Mastercard  ~1  AmEx 

Card  No  _ _  Exp.  Date  _ 


WHEN  GREAT 
COLLECTIONS  ARE  SOLD, 
BOWERS  AND  MERENA 
SELLS  THEM. 


ok 

AUCTIONS  BY 
BOWERS  AND  MERENA  ! 

BOX  1224 

WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894 

800-458-4646 
FAX:  603-569-5319 
IN  NH:  569-5095 


